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Blair  offers  Adams  choice  of  history 


"Theyye  gone.  We  can 
put  the  mistletoe 
up  again” 


By  Martin  Fletcher 
and  Nicholas  Watt 

TONY  BLAIR  looked  Gerry  Adams 
directly  in  the  eye  at  10  Downing 
Street  yesterday  and  offered  him  a 
“choice  of  history-  —  violence  and 
despair  or  peace  and  progress. 

The  first  Prime  Minister  for  76 
years  to  play  host  to  an  Irish 
republican  leader.  Mr  Blair  said:  “It 
is  important  that  you  remain 
committed  to  peaceful  means.  If  we 
were  to  slip  back.  I  believe  we  would 
slip  back  to  some  filing  worse  than 
what  came  before.” 

Mr  Adams  duly  recommitted 
himself  to  the  principles  of  democra¬ 
cy  and  non-violence,  but  for  his  part 
told  Mr  Blair  that  "all  the  hurt  and 


grief  and  division  which  has  come 
from  British  involvement  in  Irish 
affairs  has  to  end". 

The  55-minute  encounter  was 
long  on  symbolism,  short  on  sub¬ 
stance.  but  rich  in  drama  and 
historical  overtones.  The  meeting 
took  place  in  the  Cabinet  room 
where  Lloyd  George  and  Michael 
Collins,  father  of  the  IRA.  negotiat¬ 
ed  the  treaty  that  formalised  Ire¬ 
land’s  partition  in  1921.  And  it  was 
the  same  room  that  was  the  target  of 
three  IRA  mortar  bombs  in  1991. 

The  meeting  began  with  the  seven 
members  of  the  Sirin  Fein  delega¬ 
tion  shaking  hands  with  the  seven 
British  officials.  A  Sinn  Fein  spokes¬ 
man  said  first  names  were  used, 
and  tea  and  coffee  served.  Both  sides 


said  that  there  had  been  a  real 
engagement  that  went  beyond 
“chanting  mantras  and  slogans". 

Addressing  the  world’s  media  on 
the  steps  of  Number  Ten.  Mr 
Adams  called  the  meeting  “a  mo¬ 
ment  in  history".  There  had  been 
many  bad  episodes  in  Irish  history 
but  this  was  a  good  one,  he  said.  "I 
think  we  engaged." 

A  Sinn  Fein  spokesman  added 
that  his  party's  delegation  had 
touched  on  the  normal  issues,  such 
as  prisoners  and  demilitarisation.  It 
had  reiterated  its  demand  for  a  new 
Bloody  Sunday  inquiry,  but  "this 
was  more  about  trying  to  get  beyond 
ihe  details  nf  negotiations  and 
engage  at  a  personal  level,  and  1 
think  we  were  successful  tn  that 


regard”.  He  described  the  meeting 
as  relaxed  and  cordial. 

Downing  Street  said  that  it  had 
been  "constructive  and  positive". 
Mr  Blair  had  emphasised  that  there 
could  be  no  constitutional  change  in 
Northern  Ireland  without  majority 
consent,  and  that  Sinn  Fein  would 
be  ejected  from  the  Stormont  peace 
talks  if  the  IRA  returned  to  violence. 

The  one  sour  note  occured  earlier 
in  the  day  when  Mr  Adams  told  a 
radio  interviewer  that  he  wished 
Liam  Averill.  the  IRA  prisoner  who 
escaped  from  the  Maze  prison  on 
Wednesday  night,  good  luck.  Mo 
Mowlam,  the  Northern  Ireland 
Secretary,  told  him  the  comment 
was  “not  helpful".  A  Sinn  Fein 
official  privately  admitted  that  the 


timing  of  the  escape  was 
unfortunate. 

The  Sinn  Fein  delegation  arrived 
at  1 .40pm  to  find  rival  crowds 
gathered  ar  the  entrance  to 
Downing  Street  to  cheer  and  jeer 
them  as  they  walked  up  lu  No  Hi. 
There  were  cries  of  “murderers" 
and  "New  Labour,  new  traitors". 

Rita  Resiorick.  the  mother  of  the 
last  British  soldier  killed  in  North¬ 
ern  Ireland,  thrust  a  Christmas  card 
containing  a  photograph  of  her 
dead  son  into  Mr  Adams’  hand  and 
said  she  hoped  he  was  sincere  about 
peace.  Mr  Adams  said  he  hoped  the 
negotiations  would  make  the  suffer¬ 
ing  nf  people  like  her  part  of  “our 
painful  history". 

Mr  Blair  defended  the  meeting. 


Queen  bids  sad 
farewell  to  old 
family  friend 


saying  the  Government  should  take 
“every  risk  it  can"  to  secure  peace, 
but  Ian  Paisley,  lender  of  the 
Democratic  Unionist  Party,  accused 
the  Prime  Minister  and  Mr  Adams 
of  “dancing  on  the  grave  of  the 
Ulster  dead”.  He  said:  "God  help 
this  country  when  its  leaders  are 
prepared  to  stoop  so  low  in  order  to 
attain  a  moment  or  two  of  peace 
which  will  soon  be  shattered  by  a 
colossal  IRA  bomb". 

As  Mr  Adams  walked  away  he 
waved  to  demonstrators  in  White¬ 
hall  and  punched  the  air.  With  a 
taboo  broken.  Downing  Street  pre¬ 
dicted  further  meetings' 

Jeers  and  cheers,  page  9 
Leading  article,  page  23 


ARTHUR  EDWARDS 


By  Alan  Hamilton 


THE  QUEEN’S  eyes  were 
glassy,  and  she  appeared  to 
struggle  to  contain  her  emo¬ 
tions.  The  Princess  Royal 
dabbed  her  eyes  with  a  white 
handkerchief,  and  ihe  Prince 
of  Wales  shook  his  head.  The 
Royal  Family,  schooled  in  the 
art  of  stoicism  even  in  arid.’ 
found  ir  parrip.tia.rhL 
yesterday  to.Sirf  tss^VI 
old.  dear,  and  trusted  friend. 

In  the  gathering  gloom  and 
biting  wind  of  a  December 
aftemuun  at  South  Railway 
jetty  in  Portsmouth  harbour, 
the  Queen  and  many  other 
members  of  her  family 
watched  as.  after  43  years  and 
334  days  in  commission,  the 
Royal  Yacht  Britannia  was 
paid  off  into  a  retirement  that 
will  be  somewhat  less  glorious 
than  her  naval  service. 

For  the  Royal  Family,  it  was 
a  difficult  parting,  forced  on 
them  by  rising  costs  and  a  tide 
of  opinion  moving  towards  a 
much  leaner  Monarchy.  As 
the  Queen  descended  the  gang 


Tire  Princess  Royal 
•-  in  naval  uniform 


plank  far  the  last  time,  she 
walked  briskly  as  if  not  wish¬ 
ing  to  prolong  the  unhappy 
moment,  bur  she  bit  her  lip  as 
she  threw  the  yacht  a  final 
brief  backward  glance. 

Britannia’s  final  moment  as 
the  most  familiar  and  immac¬ 
ulate  vessel  in  the  fleer  came 
shortly'  after  3 JO.  as  the 
beginnings  of  a  pale  winter 
sunset  fought  through  threat¬ 
ening  ram  clouds.  Her  last 
commanding  officer.  Commo¬ 
dore  Anthony  Morrow,  step¬ 
ped  forward  on  the  dock  side, 
stood  to  attention,  and  saluted 
his  ship  and  its  19  officers  and 
217  Royal  Yachtsmen  lined 
along  its  three  decks. 

The  chill  breeze  tugged  at 
the  vessel’s  flags,  and  blew  up 
the  sailors’  collars  in  Mexican 
waves.  One  yachtsman,  at 
attention  on  five  top  rail,  lost 
his  hat  The  band  of  the  Royal 
Marines  marched  up  and 
down  the  dockside,  beating 
retreat  as  they  have  done 
before  the  Queen  on  so  many 
foreign  quays. 

As  the  notes  of  Sunset 
echoed  from  the  bugles.  Bri¬ 
tannia's  flags  were  slowly 
lowered  in  unison:  the  Union 
flags  at  the  jackstaff  and 
mizzenmast,  the  Lord  High 
Admiral’s  flag  at  the  foremast 
and  the  white  ensign  at  the 
stern. 

From  that  moment  Britan¬ 
nia  was  a  decommissioned 
ship.  Only  the  Royal  Standard 
remained  briefly  flying  at  the 
main  mast  to  indicate  that  the 
Queen,  although  she  had 
stepped  ashore  for  the  last 
time,  was  still  on  the  dockside 
to  watch  the  painful  process  of 


The  Queen,  flanked  by  her  eldest  son  and  her  husband,  dabbing  her  eyes  at  the  formal  decommissioning  service  for  her  yacht  Britannia  in  Portsmouth  harbour  yesterday 


her  vessel  being  released  from 
royal  duty  in  preparation  for 
life  as  a  tourist  attraction  in 
People’s  Britain. 

Britannia  herself  might 
have  preferred  to  creep  away 
quiedy  to  prepare  for  her 
second  career  in  Manchester 
or  Edinburgh,  but  it  was  not  to 
be.  The  Queen  went  on  board 
for  a  buffet  lunch  and  to  say 
farewell  to  the  crew.  She  was 
accompanied  by  a  large  con¬ 
tingent  of  her  family,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh, 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke 
of  York,  the  Princess  Royal. 
Prince  Edward,  with  his  girl¬ 
friend  Sophie  Rhys  Jones,  the 
Duke  of  Kent,  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Gloucester  and 
Princess  Alexandra. 

All  who  were  entitled  wore 
naval  uniform,  including  the 
Princess  Royal.  Commandant 


of  Women  in  the  Royal  Navy, 
and  her  husband,  Captain 
Timothy  Laurence,  whom  she 
outranks.  The  Queen  wore  red 
wool.  Prince  Edward  a  plain 
grey  suit,  and  the  Princess 
Royal’s  son.  Peter  Phillips,  a 
bomber  jacket. 

The  ceremony  was  also 
watched  by  2200  former  offi¬ 
cers  and  yachtsmen  who  had 
served  in  Britannia  and  their 
families.  Many  of  them,  too. 
shed  a  tear  at  the  going  of  a 
vessel  to  which  they  were 
greatly  attached.  In  a  message 
distributed  to  all  past  and 
present  crew,  the  Queen  said 
they  had  provided  “magnifi¬ 
cent  support"  to  the  Royal 
Family. 

The  Queen  ended  her  mess¬ 
age  with  a  hint  of  her  own 
feelings:  “It  is  with  sadness 
that  we  must  now  say  goodbye 


to  Britannia.  It  is  appropriate 
that  with  this  final  event,  she 
bows  out  in  the  style  which  is 
so  typical  of  the  manner  in 
which  her  business  has  31- 
ways  been  conducted.” 

Crewmen  and  families  also 
joined  in  a  short  and  moving 
religious  service  on  the  quay 
side,  with  prayers  for  rhe 
vessel  and  all  who  had  served 
in  her,  and  the  singing  of 
hymns  —  including  the  last 
verse  of  that  which  sends  a 
shiver  down  the  spine  of  any 
seafarer.  "Eternal  Father, 
strong  to  save,  whose  hand 
doth  still  the  restless  wave" 

As  the  Royal  Marines  band 
marched  off  playing  Hearts 
Of  Oak,  A  Life  On  The  Ocean 
Wave,  and  Auld  Lang  Syne. 
the  crowd  broke  into  ap¬ 
plause.  Bui  the  Queen  and 
several  other  members  of  her 


party  looked  almost  desolate. 
The  Queen  recovered  her  com¬ 
posure  with  great  speed,  how¬ 
ever.  as  the  proceedings  took 
on  a  note  of  complete  infor¬ 
mality.  Royal  Family  mem¬ 
bers  mixed  freely  with  the 
crowds,  smiling,  chatting,  and 
posing  for  photographs.  De¬ 
prived  of  her  yacht,  the  Queen 
went  behind  the  dock  into 
Number  One  Oil  Lubricating 
Shed  lor  tea  with  the  crew¬ 
men’s  families. 

The  end  of  Britannia’s  na¬ 
val  career  is  nor  as  ignomini¬ 
ous  as  that  of  one  of  her 
predecessors,  ihe  » icioria  6 
Albert  III.  She  was  last  used  in 
royal  service  in  1939.  spent  the 
war  as  a  depot  ship  in  Ports¬ 
mouth  harbour,  and  was  fi¬ 
nally  broken  up  at  Faslane  on 
the  Clyde  in  i<»55. 

Much  more  spirited  was  the 


end  that  befell  the  previous 
Britannia,  built  as  a  racing 
yacht  for  the  future  Edward 
VU.  and  inherited  by  his  son. 
George  V.  She  won  231  races 
and.  by  the  terms  of  King 
George’s  will,  was  towed  to  a 
spot  off  the  Isle  of  Wight. 


where  she  was  gloriously  and 
ceremoniously  scuttled.  Her 
present-day  namesake  will 
shortly  creep  away  to  an 
obscure  comer  nf  Portsmouth 
harbour  to  have  her  stores  and 
valuables  removed  before  she 
is  handed  over  to  the  people. 


GENEVE 


Labour’s  rebels  threaten  Scent  of  scandal  as 
SS-SmsS  second  protest  over  cuts  First  Lady  is  ejected 
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LABOUR  MP5  last  night 
threatened  to  stage  a  second 
revolt  over  benefit  cuts  as  the 
Government  drew  back  from 
taking  strong  disciplinary 
measures  against  Wednesday 
night’s  rebels. 

Tony  Blair  and  Nick  Brown, 
the  Chief  Whip,  derided  not  to 
confront  the  47  Labour  MPs 
who  voted  against  the  Govern¬ 
ment  on  measures  to  cut  lone 
parent  benefiLThey  ruled  out 
any  suspensions  and  said 
most  MPS  would  merely  get  a 
“dressing  down”  with  a  warn¬ 
ing  about  future  behaviour. 

Three  MPs,  Brian 
Sedgemore,  Bob  Wareing  and 
John  Marek  are  expected  to  be 
reported  to  the  NEC  but  no 
further  action  is  likely. 

Hie  size  of  the  revolt 
stunned  the  leadership  and 
made  severe  punishment  im¬ 
possible.  One  minister  and 
four  ministerial  aides  had 
resigned  over  the  issue. 

Some  rebels,  buoyed  by  the 
strength  of  the  revolt  and 
sensing  that  they  had  escaped 
more  punitive  measures, 
threatened  further  disruption. 
They  rallied  round  a  warning 
given  by  Lord  Ashley,  joint 
chairman  of  die  Parliamenta¬ 


ry  all-party  ’•  disablement 
group,  that  if  the  Government 
went  ahead  with  taxing  or 
means-testing  disability  bene¬ 
fit  last  night’s  rebellion  would 
look  tame  in  comparison. 
Such  cuts  are  being  studied  as 
part  of  the  -comprehensive 
spending  review. 

David  Winnick.  MP  for 
Walsall  North,  who  defied  the. 
Government  on  Wednesday 
said  yesterday:  “Many  of  us 
are  determined  to  defend  the 
welfare  state."  Hie  rebels  were 
far  from  bring  repentant,  he 
said,  claiming  that  any 
changes  over  disability  pay¬ 
ments  would  “meet  with  a  far 
greater  revolt  than  last  night". 

Other  rebels  agreed  that  the 
lone  parent  revolt  was  a 
"warning  shot"  to  signal 
widespread  unease  among  the 
parliamentary  party  about 
any  measures  which  would 
penalise  the  poor. 

While  the  Prime  Minister 
stood  by  the  lone  parent  cuts 
party  strategists  conceded  that 
many  MPs  had  supported  the 
Government  with  a  heavy 
heart.  Several  MPS  said  that  if 
it  had  been  put  to  a  free  vote 
the  rebels  would  have  won. 
There  was  concern  that  any 


predpitative  action  by  the 
whips  could  have  increased 
the  sense  of  anger  and  could 
have  resulted  in  loyal  MPs 
breaking  away. 

Mr  Brown  is  now  calling  in 
all  the  47  MPS  who  voted 
against  the  Government  to  see 
him  or  one  of  the  other  whips. 
They  will  be  given  a  "verbal 
warning"  or  “yellow  card" 
with  the  threat  that  if  they 
continue  to  oppose  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  stronger  action  will 
be  taken.  The  thirty  or  so  MPs 
who  abstained  are  not  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  called  in. 

The  three  MPs  who  could 
face  further  disciplinary  ac¬ 
tion  have  been  singled  out 
because  they  have  persistenriy 
spoken  out  against  the 
Govemnment  or  have  already 
beat  given  a  warning  about 
their  behaviour. 

Yesterday  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  emphasised  that  MPs  had 
been  “elected  as  new  Labour 
and  would  now  govern  as  new 
Labour"  and  that  the  welfare- 
to- work  programme  had  been 
an  integral  part  of-  the 
manifesto. 

Leading  article  and 
Letters,  page  23 


A  MUSTY  former  gentle¬ 
man's  dub  on  Fifth  Avenue, 
which  only  recently  admitted 
women,  was  licking  its 
wounds  yesterday  after  a 
|  over-eager  attendant  threw 
oat  HCIary  Clinton  for  break- 
I  ing  the  house  rules  by  spray¬ 
ing  on  perfume. 

!  Unfortunately  for  the  vener¬ 
able  University1  Club.  Mrs 
Clinton  was  in  the  company 
of  Cindy  Adams,  the  sdf- 
styted  "First  Lady  of  New 
York  Gossip"  who  reported 
the  incident  in  her  column. 

Mrs  Clinton  visited  the  dub 
on  Wednesday  to  make  a 

speech  to  a  $l,000-a-p!ate 
lunch  organised  by  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Leadership  Forum  of  the 
Democratic  National  Com¬ 
mittee  while  her  husband  was 
out  Christmas  shopping  in 
New  York.  After  her  speech. 
Mrs  Clinton  then  withdrew 
into  a  cavernous  club-room 
with  leather  chairs,  where  she 
encountered  the  irrepressible 
Mrs  Adams,  an  old  acquain¬ 
tance. 

The  gossip  columnist  had 
already  provoked  the  wrath  of 
one  of  the  club’s  elderly 
attendants  by  trying  to  use  her 
mobile  phone  to  inform  her 
editors  that  she  was  running 


late.  When  she  tried  to  show 
Mrs  Clinton  a  sample  of  her 
new  fragrance,  brand-named 
“Gossip",  the  attendant  drew 
the  line 

No  sooner  had  Mrs  Clinton 
sprayed  on  some  of  the  per¬ 
fume.  than  he  intervened. 
“This  is  not  permitted.”  he 
said.  “We  have  rules  here.  We 
will  not  tolerate  this." 

Mrs  Adams  informed  the 
guard  that  he  was  talking  to 
the  First  Lady  of  tbe-United 
States,  but  he  was  oblivious: 
“This  is  not  acceptable  behav¬ 
iour.  You  will  have  lo  leave." 
Mrs  Clinton  siood  up  abrupt¬ 
ly  and  declared:  “Let’s  go." 

Members  expressed  dis¬ 
may  about  the  dub's  dubious 
hospitality1,  although  some 
were  gratified  that  clubroom 
etiquette  ted  been  upheld. 
The  White  House  described 
Mrs  Adams's  version  of 
events  as  “overblown." 

The  University1  Club,  found¬ 
ed  in  1899  by  graduates  of 
Columbia,  Harvard  and  Yale, 
was  a  men-only  institution 
until  forced  by  a  landmark 
court  ruling  to  admit  women 
in  1987.  The  dub's  manage-  j 
menl  refused  to  comment  — 
because  that  is  also  against  ■ 
house  rules.  ] 
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Victory  over 


Fresh  in  our  minds  is 
often  the  most  rearm 
battle  -  when  we 
should  be  remembering  the 
last  but  one.  We  watch  the 
Labour  whips  rocked  back  on 
their  heels  at  the  force  and 
suddenness  of  Wednesday's 
rebellion,  and  we  recall  the 
last  times  "Government  hit  by 
backbench  rebellion"  regular¬ 
ly  filled  the  front  pages. 

It  was  during  John  Major's 
Premiership,  and  most  often 
over  Europe  —  although  other 
mutinies  too  (over  VAT  on  fuel 
for  insiance)  nibbled  away  at 
his  authority.  At  first  the 
rebellions  seemed  containable, 
but  each  undermined  the 
whips'  discipline  further. 


weakened  morale  and  soured 
relationships  wirhin  the  party. 
By  the  end.  Mr  Major’s  leader¬ 
ship  itself  had  been  discredited 
by  the  internecine  warring, 
and  he  fell  —  though  to  the 
electorate;  never  quite  to  his 
Tory  challengers. 

“Ah."  we  say.  noting  Mr 
Blair'S  first  big  brush  with 
backbench  insurrection, 
“that’s  how  it  all  started  for  the 
last  Government  too.  It's 
downhill  from  here.”  We  as¬ 
sume  that  one  rebellion  must 
be  precursor  to  the  next;  each 
one  worse  than  the  last,  just  as 
it  was  for  Major. 

And  we  forget  the  one  that 
went  before.  But  Tony  Blair 
does  not  forget;  indeed  I  think 


the  histoiy  of  that  battle  is  the 
Prime  Minister's  and  his 
Chancellor’s  text  For  Marga¬ 
ret  Thatcher  and  Geoffrey 
Howe,  her  first  Chancellor, 
the  early  insurrections  were 
not  the  beginning  of  the  end. 
They  were  the  beginning  of  the 
beginning.  That  was  the  time 
she  stamped  her  authority  on 
her  party.  Thai  was  the  time 
she  saw  off  a  growing  chall¬ 
enge  from  the  Tory  Left.  That 
was  when  she  beat  the  Wets. 
That  was  the  time  and  those 
were  the  battles  which  ush¬ 
ered  in  a  half  decade  when  she 
carried  all  before  her. 

I  remember  those  early  mu¬ 
tinies.  1  was  part  of  one  or  two 
of  them.  1  rebelled  on  the 


Labour  takes  on 
the  French  over 
currency  club 

From  Philip  Webster  and  Charles  Bremner  in  Luxembourg 


BRITAIN  and  France  were  on 
course  for  a  head-on  dash 
over  the  single  currency  last 
nighr  after  Tony  Blair  refused 
to  give  ground  in  his  fight  for  a 
seat  on  the  "club"  that  will 
oversee  it. 

As  he  arrived  in  Luxem¬ 
bourg  for  his  biggest  trial  of 
strength  in  the  European 
Union.  Mr  Blair  for  the  first 
time  acknowledged  that  he 
might  block  a  deal  at  the 
summit  if  he  fails  to  get  a 
satisfactory  deal.  With  the 
atmosphere  souring.  British 
officials  openly  blamed  the 
French  for  being  the  main 
obstacle  to  an  agreement  that 
would  allow  Britain  to  sit  on 
the  so-called  Euro  X  comm¬ 
ittee. 

An  official  said:  “It  is  wrong- 


to  see  this  as  Britain  versus  the 
rest  of  Europe.  From  all  our 
contacts  in  recent  days,  it  is 
quite  clear  that  this  is  realty  a 
French  worry  and  the  others 
are  not  so  bothered." 

The  French  were  stung  by 
the  suggestion  that  they  were 
to  blame.  A  senior  diplomat 
said:  “This  is  a  quarrel  of 
Britain's  making." 

By  suggesting  that  he  was 
prepared  to  see  deadlock  this 
weekend,  and  get  the  issue 
sorted  out  under  the  British 
presidency  over  the  next  six 
months.  Mr  Blair  was  engag¬ 
ing  in  some  traditional  summ¬ 
it  brinkmanship.  But  Eur¬ 
opean  diplomats  were 
surprised  that  he  had  taken 
such  a  hard  line,  and  predict¬ 
ed  that  he  would  at  some  stage 


EU  states  fail  to 
agree  expansion 
of  membership 

From  Charles  Bremner  in  Luxembourg 


BRITAIN’S  plans  for  a 
London  conference  to  launch 
the  eastward  expansion  of  the 
European  Union  may  fall  by 
the  wayside  unless  EU  lead¬ 
ers  settle  a  row  over  the  guest 
list  at  their  summit  in  Luxem¬ 
bourg  today. 

Tony  Blair  would  like  to 
invite  12  states  who  want  EU 
membership  to  a  London 
conference  in  the  spring. 

The  Prime  Minister  has 
asked  the  Queen  to  open  what 
was  intended  to  be  a  crown¬ 
ing  event  in  Britain's  six- 
month  presidency  of  the  EU. 

However,  the  IS  EU  states 
have  failed  for  months  to 
agree  on  how  to  negotiate  the 
bloc's  expansion,  how  to  pay 
for  it  and  what  to  do  with 
Turkey.  The  latter’s  desire  to 
be  treated  the  same  as  the 
central  European  candidates 
was  rejected  last  night  by 
Jean-CIaude  Juncker,  the  Lux¬ 
embourg  prime  minister  and 


CORRECTIONS 


□A  photograph  of  Mr  Geoff 
Haselhurst.  former  group  fi¬ 
nancial  director  of  Laura  Ash- 
jey  pic.  was  wrongly  used  to 
illustrate  an  article  on  the 
company  in  The  Times  Maga¬ 
zine  (November  29).  We  apolo¬ 
gise  for  the  error. 

□The  world's  best  selling 
copyright  book  is  The 
Guinness  Book  of  Records 
(report,  November  29). 


host  to  the  summit  “There  is 
no  comparison  between  Tur¬ 
key  and  the  11  other  applicant 
countries.  No-one  is  tortured 
in  those  countries  but  that 
unfortunately  is  the  case  in 
Turkey,”  he  said. 

The  leaders  are  expected  to 
setde  on  a  minimalist  out¬ 
come  on  Saturday,  and  invite 
Poland.  Hungary,  the  Czech 
Republic.  Slovenia.  Estonia 
and  Cyprus  to  start  accession 
negotiations  in  April  with  a 
view  to  becoming  full  EU 
members  before  the  middle  of 
the  next  decade. 

To  keep  the  second-tier 
candidates  —  Bulgaria.  Ro¬ 
mania.  Slovakia.  Lithuania 
and  Latvia  —  happy,  they  wfll 
be  given  promises  of  dose 
links  with  Brussels,  and  an 
extra  £75  million  in  aid  over 
the  next  two  years.  All  11 
candidates  will  attend  a  cere¬ 
monial  start  to  negotiations  in 
late  March. 

Turkey,  a  Nato  member 
which  first  applied  for  EU 
membership  in  1963,  is  in¬ 
creasingly  irritated  at  being 
exduded  even  from  the  sec¬ 
ond  tier  of  EU  candidates. 
Britain  and  France  are  keen 
on  inviting  it  to  the  conference 
and  making  other  gestures  to 
assuage  Ankara's  growing  - 
anger  but  Germany  is  not 
keen  to  give  any  encourage¬ 
ment  to  Turkey's  European 
ambitions,  and  Greece  has 
vowed  to  block  the  London 
conference  unless  the  Turks 
give  ground  over  Cyprus. 


have  to  retreaL  Mr  Blair  told 
the  Cabinet  yesterday  morn¬ 
ing  that  it  was  not  clear  how 
the  issue  would  be  resolved  at 
the  summit.  He  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  the  council  of 
finance  ministers  should  re¬ 
main  the  main  economic  deri¬ 
sion-making  body  of  the  EU 
and  that,  if  a  single  currency 
committee  was  set  up,  "our 
presence  must  be  the  rule 
rather  than  the  exception". 

Afterwards  a  senior  official 
said:  “We  would  like  it  settled 
this  weekend,  but  it  would  not 
be  the  end  of  the  world  if  it  ran 
over  to  our  presidency.”  The 
Prime  Minister.  Gordon 
Brown  and  Robin  Cook  flew 
in  for  the  summit  insisting 
that  Britain  should  sit  at  the 
single  currency  table  "as  a 
matter  of  course”  as  full 
participants,  leaving  only  dur¬ 
ing  discussions  of  such  issues 
as  die  possible  exchange  rate 
at  which  a  country  outside  the 
single  currency  might  join. 

Amid-  signs  -feat  -Germany 
and  France  were  looking  for 
compromise  over  the  “wits"  — 
Britain,  Sweden."  Denmark 
and  Gwgse*T-JMLr>  Blair  was 
beiiig*"^rort%:Msfiffen:cTlis ' 
stance.  It  was  dear  he  was  not 
yet  ready  to  do  so.  Downing 
Street  had  been  hoping  that 
special  "chemistry"  at  heads  of 
government  meetings  would 
enable  him  to  readi  agree¬ 
ment  with  Jacques  Chirac  and 
Helmut  Kohl. 

M  Chirac’s  spokesman  held 


out  the  hope  of  some  kind  of 
"associate”  status  for  Britain' 
and  the  other  “outs".  Although 
this  fell  short  of  Mr  Blair’s 
demands.  European  diplo¬ 
mats  predicted  that  a  deal 
would  eventually  have  to  be 
built  around  a  form  of  words 
that  allowed  regular  atten¬ 
dance  without  a  formal  place. 

Jean-Claud  Juncker,  Prime 
Minister  of  Luxembourg,  has 
been  leading  the  search  for  a 
deal  this  week,  with  visits  to 
all  European  capitals.  How¬ 
ever,  he  said  in  Athens  that  it 
was  up  to  the  “outs”  to  give 
ground. 

Britain  is  nervous  about 
being  left  outside,  even  though 
membership  of  the  single  cur¬ 
rency  has  been  ruled  out 
during  the  present  parlia¬ 
ment.  Mr  Brown  and  Mr 
Blair  have  argued  that  a  range 
of  issues,  including  employ¬ 
ment  polity,  would  be  dis¬ 
cussed  and  would  be  of 
particular  relevance  to  Brit¬ 
ain.  There  are  also  fears, 
particularly  among  Euro- 
sceptics,  that  once  set  up.  the 
group  might  be  tempted  to 
discuss  areas  deeply  sensitive 
to  Britain  such  as  harmoni¬ 
sation  of  tax  rates  and  social 
security  policy. 


POLITICAL  SKETCH 


assisted  places  scheme — there 
were  only  a  couple  of  us.  I 
rebelled  on  the  cuts  to  funding 
of  school  transport,  causing 
many  parents  to  lose  their 
right  to  free  bus  trips  for  their 
children.  There  were  more  of 
us  in  that  rebellion.  And  I 
remember  an  incipient  mutiny 
on  5  per  cent  cuts  to  welfare 
benefits  which  rumbled — and 
was  successfully  headed  off. 

Our  argument  was  always 
the  same,  and  it  is  the  argu¬ 
ment  Labour’s  rebels  now 


employ:  that  the  proposed 
saving  was  modest  the  hurt  to 
the  affected  was  cruel,  and  the 
bad  publicity  immense.  Why 
look  hard  hearted  for  the  sake 
of  a  few  pence?  The  'expression 
“candle-end  economies",  used 
derisively,  was  very  fashion¬ 
able  ar  the  time-  - 
The  whips’  reply  was  '  at 
ways  the  same  too:  part  of  it 
spoken,  part  of  it  implied. 
Explicitly  they  pointed  out  that 
holding  the  line  always  in¬ 
volves  little  meannesses  along. 


% 


the  frontier.  By  implication 
they  had  it  that  a  reputation 
for  hard  headedness  was  actu¬ 
ally  an  asset  and  not  to  be 
shied  away  from.  And  they 
translated  this  hard  headed¬ 
ness  into  forms  even  we  back 
benchers  could  understand 
Rebels  were  punished  by  exile 
(though  not  forever)  from  gov¬ 
ernment  positions. 

We  had  not  thought  it  would 
be  like  that  Plotting  in  the 
Commons  tea  .roan  we  had 
romantic  notions  of  where  our 
courage  might  lead.  We 
thought  we  might  win  the 
argument  We  were  wrong. 
We  thought  our  small  shows 
of  solidarity  (backed  as  they 
always  were,  by  a  much  larger 

PAULBBOVBt 


group  of  col  leagues  who 
would  grumble  but  toe  the 
line)  would  impress  upon  the 
whips  and  the  Prime  Minister 
the  need  to  nroderate  tiw  tone 
and  perhaps. alter  the  direction 
of  government.  .We  -  were 
wrong.  She  took  no  notice. 

And  we  thought  that  how¬ 
ever  angry  the  Chief  Whip 
might  be  over  the  inconve¬ 
nience  we  caused  him.  he  and 
his  Prime  Minister  would 
privately  respect  us  for  our 
willingness  to  stand  up  for 
ourselves.  Few  of  us  aeruaily 
believed  we  ware  harming  our 
long-term  career  prospects. 
Some  even  thought  a  little 
early  rebellion  might  be  a 
smart  career  move. 


Boy  were  we  wrong! 

Mrs  Thatcher  required  obe¬ 
dience,  respected  most  those . 
who  complied  best,  arte  re¬ 
warded  them.  It  was'as  simple- 
as  that  She  won:  WeldsiThe 
penny  began  to  drop.  -The; 
threat  from  the  Wets.began  mi  - 
recede  as  the  younger  and 
more  ambitious  realised  they, 
had  to  play  her  game. 

In  retrospect  our  first  muti-  - 
ny  was  the  beginning  of  her 
victory.  If  Margaret  Thatcher' 
were  chatting  to  a  wonted 
Tony  BBur'inis  morning,  T 
have  little  doubt  what  site  ' 
would  be  saying,  ; .  ~  :  . 

Leading  artide. 
and  Letters,  page  23 
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The  White  Ensign  lowered  on  Britannia  during  decommissioning  yesterday 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Thousands  warned 
about  tainted  water 

More  than  40,000  people  in  Glasgow  were  warned  not  to 
drink,  wash  or  prepare  food  using  tap  water  after  domestic 
supplies  .were  contaminated  by  diesel  fuel.  Soldiers  helped  . 
to  deliver  fresh  water  to  Clydebank,  Beaisden,  Milngavie, 
Fniflpy,  Duniocher'  and  Hardgate,  and  customers  were 
advised  to  boD  water  from  the  230  standby  tanks- 
Casualty  units  and  GPS  were  put  an  alert  for  any 
poisoning  victims.  Greater  Glasgow  Health  Board  said  drat 
anyone  Who  had  drunk  or  prepared  food  -in  the. 
contaminated  water  might  suffer  sickness  and  nausea,  but 
nothing  more  serious.  Washing  in  it  could  cause  skin  and 
eye  irritations. 

The  ater!  came  after  customers  complained  on.  Wednes-.  ,. 
day  that  fee  water  smelt  and  tasted  of.  turpentine.  Il  ls  # 
believed  to  have  been  caused  by  diesel  leaking  into  supplies 
at  fee  Burn  crooks  water  treatment  works  near  -Loch 
Lomond.  The  West  of  Scotland  Water  Board  has  launched 
an  inquiry  into  fee  contamination  and  into  claims  that  it  was  . 
too  slow  to  react  to  customers’  concerns. 

Virgin  balloon  stranded 

The  Virgin  Global  Challenger  balloon  will  be  stranded  in 
Algeria  until  fee  beginning  of  next  week;  as  diplomatic 
negotiations  continue  to  tty  to  bring  it  back  to  Morocco. 
However,  die  flight  around  the  globe  will  proceed  as 
technicians  who  have  made  an  initial  inspection  of  the 
balloon  have  predicted  that  it  can  be  used  agarn. 

£7,500  award  for  nurse 

A  theatre  sister  has  won  £7,500  from  a  consultant 
anaesthetist  after  he  hit  her  on  the  bead  during  an  operation. 

In  what  is  thought  to  be  the  first  successful  claim  for  assault 
and  harassment  brought  by  the  Royal  College  of  Nursing. 
Andrea  Sefton.  of  Bury,  Greater  Manchester,  sued  Bury 
Health  Care  NHS  Trust  and'fee,apaesthetist- 

.J- 

The  Saudi  Arabian  authorities  have  given  unprecedented 
permission  for  Lucille  McLauchlan,  the  British  nurse  jaded 
for  her  part  In  the  murder  of  an  Australian  colleague,  to 
enjoy  a  conjugal  visit  from  her  husband  on  Christmas  Day 
and  Boxing  Day.  McLauchlan  was  allowed  to  marry  Grant 
Feme  last  month. . 
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Don’t  meddle  with  Radio  4,  Warning  over  NHS 

^  _ _  The  promise  that  ElbiUion  will  be  saved  by  cutting 

folio  L>  T>  f1  Al****-!  fepeeould  be  fflusory,  the  British  Medical  Assoda 

apedKer  tells  ddl  ciuei 


THE  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons  has  issued  a  stem 
warning  to  the  BBC  not  to 
reschedule  Yesterday  in  Par¬ 
liament  or  77ie  Wee  It  in  West¬ 
minster  as  part  of  a  planned 
shake-up  of  BBC  Radio  4. 

Betty  Boothroyd  has  this 
week  told  Sir  Christopher 
Bland,  chairman  of  the  corpo¬ 
ration.  in  the  bluntest  possible 
terms  nor  to  go  ahead  with  fee 
changes. 

In  a  letter  which  has  been 
placed  in  the  Library  of  the 
House  of  Commons  Miss 
Boothroyd  says  she  hopes  Sir 
Chrishopher  will  accept  “feat 
fee  proposed  rescheduling  of 
Yesterday  in  Parliament  and 
of  The  Week  in  Westminster 
are  not  regarded  by  parlia¬ 
mentarians  as  meeting  your 
public  service  respansibilhes 
and  feat  you  will  modify'  your 
proposals  accordingly". 

Earlier  Sir  Christopher  told 
Miss  Boothroyd  that  between 
8.30am  and  9am  (when  Yester¬ 
day  in  Parliament  is  bread- 
cast)  Radio  4  loses  audience 


Miss  Boothroyd 
wants  coverage 
to  be  unchanged, 
says  Raymond 
Snoddy 

faster  than  any  other  radio 
network.  The  rescheduling  of 
the  parliamentary  segment 
was  being  looked  at  as  pan  of 
a  review  of  all  BBC  news 
programmes.  The  BBC  plan  is 
to  reschedule  The  Week  in 
Westminster  from  its  present 
Saturday  morning  position  to 
Thursday  evenings,  a  time 
which  at  the  moment  attracts 
considerably  lower  audiences 
than  Saturday  mornings. 

In  her  tetter  of  December  S 
fee  Speaker  said  she  was  nor 
persuaded  by  Sir  Christo¬ 
pher's  offer  to  come  and 
explain  the  BBC  proposals 


once  the  news  review  was 
complete.  "At  that  stage,  how¬ 
ever.  your  derisions  Mil  no 
doubt  be  irrevocable."  she 
pointed  out 

The  BBC  chairman  has  now 
replied,  assuring  the  Speaker 
feat  derisions  would  not  have 
been  made  once  the  news 
review  is.  complete. 

Sir  Christopher  said  he 
would  regard  a  meeting  wife 
Miss  Boothroyd  at  that  time 
“as  an  important  part  of  the 
consultative  process  before 
finalising  the  Radio  4  sched¬ 
ules  and  our  parliamentary 
coverage". 

The  row  over  parliamentary 
coverage  is  just  one  aspect  of 
wide-ranging  changes  to  the 
Radio  4  schedules  planned  by 
James  Boyle,  controller  of 
Radio  4,  add  due  for  imple¬ 
mentation  next  April  1. 

Ir  is  not  dear  how  well  fee 
traditionally  conservative 
Radio  4  audience  will  take  to 
dozens  ,  of  changes  coinciding 
with  the  lost  of  some  long- 
running  programmes. 


The  promise  that  £1  billion  will  be  saved  by  cutting  NHS  red 
tape  could  be  illusory,  the  British  Medical  Association  said. 
Mac  Armstrong  said;  The  changes  to  fee  NHS  outlined  in 
the  White  Paper  will  need  better  management,  not  less 
management,  and  feat  will  only  come  at  a  price.  We  have 
not  been  told  where  tins  money  is  to  come  from." 

Oyston  unfit  for  radio 

Owen  Oyston.  the  business- 
man.  jailed  for  rape  and 
indecent  assault,  was 

deemed  by  the  Radio  Au-  :YrA&r:''9i 

feori^fee  industry  regal  a- 

nSkTlicences.  The'^Siml  , 

raises  questions  over -  fee 

future  of  four  commercial  jK 

radio  licences,  one  in  Eng- 

land  and  three  in  Northern 

Ireland-  The  authority  is 

now  writing  to  all  share- 

holders  of  fee  stations. 

Ear-print  evidence 

In  a  test  case  feat  could  make  British  legal  history,  an 
unemployed  man  charged  with  a  string  of  burglaries  on  the 
evidence  of  ear-prints  found  at  scenes  of  crimes  was 
remanded  in  custody  until  January  8  next  year  arHorsefeny 
Read  magistrate’s  court  It  is  the  first  time  in  Britain  feat 
police  are  relying  on  ear-print  evidence. 
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Petite  j  eweller 
seized  gun  and 
foiled  gem  raid 
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*LEX  5LAWTH&R 


A  5_L»1,e  jeweller  who 
stopped  an  armed  robber  in 
his  tracks  was  commended  for 
her  “remarkable  bravery"  bv 
an  Old  Bailey  judge  yesterday. 

kelly  Halliday,  who  is  5ft 
2in,  stopped  David  Brown 
from  grabbing  a  £3.500  ring. 
Then  she  wrenched  what  she 
bettered  to  be  an  automatic 
handgun  from  his  grasp  be¬ 
fore  he  grabbed  it  back  and 
fled  down  the  street 

Judge  Gerald  Gordon  gave 
Miss  Halliday  a  L250  revrard, 
which  she  said  she  would 
spend  on  a  Christmas  present 
for  her  three-year-old  son. 
Judge  Gordon  ordered 
Brown,  20,  to  be  detained  in  a 
young  offenders’  institution 
far  4h  years. 

Jeremy  Handy,  for  the  pros¬ 
ecution,  said  that  Brown 


By  A  Correspondent 

struck  at  Bijou  Jewellers  in 
September  16  this  year  in  East 
Sheen,  southwest  London, 
where  Miss  Halliday,  25,  had 
been  working  cm  her  own.  He 
went  in  and  asked  to  see  the 
most  expensive  jewel-encrust¬ 
ed  ring  on  display. 

“She  picked  it  out  and 
showed  it  to  him.  He  said: 
Give  me  the  ring.’Sbe  noticed 
in  his  left  hand  what  appeared 
to  be  an  automatic  handgun.” 
said  Mr  Hardy. 

Brown  tried  to  snatch  the 
display  bo*  but  “Miss 
Halliday.  far  from  conceding 
the  box  and  its  -  contents, 
instead  fought  back,  starting 
to  grab  the  firearm  from  him 
and  he  grabbed  it  back.  He 
ran  out  of  the  shop." 

Brown  gave  himself  up  at 
Twickenham  Police  Station  on 


Mother  praised  for 
heavyweight  justice 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 

A  16-STONE  mother  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  police  commendation 
after  preventing  the  escape  of 
a  teenage  thief.  She  tripped 
him  up  then  sat  on  him. 

Neighbours  of  Christine 
Brieriey  in  Batky.  West  York¬ 
shire,  have  nicknamed  her 
“The  Terminator".  She  said: 
“People  thought  it  was  hilari¬ 
ous.  They  could  have  called 
me  worse.  I  don’t  think  I’m 
brave  enough." 

Mrs  Brieriey.  45.  a  check¬ 
out  supervisor,  was  naturally 
suspicious  when  the  17-year- 
old  ran  from  a  post  office 
waving  banknotes  at  three 
friends  and  shouting:  “I've  got 
it"  She  said:  “I  grabbed  him. 
He  was  struggling  so  I 
whipped  his  legs  from  under 
him  and  sal  on  him. 

“He  started  telling  all  the 
things  he  was  going  to  do  to 
me.  I  don't  like  being  talked  to 
like  that  so  I  tightened  my 
grip.  I  knew  it  wasn’t  his 
money.  I  kept  thinking  it 
could  be  a  pensioner's  cash." 

After  she  frogmarched  the 
ten-stone  youth  back  to  the 
post  office;  police  Found  that 


Christine  Brieriey. 

“It  wasn't  his  money" 

he  had  been  cashing  a  stolen 
£280  Giro  cheque. 

.  Her  husband  Peter,  47. 
said:  “It's  the  kind  of  thing  she 
would  do  without  drinking. 
I’m  proud  of  her." 

The  youth  received  a  12- 
mooth  supervision  order  for 
burglary.  Mrs  Brieriey,  a 
mother  of  four,  received  a 
Good  Citizen  of  the  Month 
plaque  from  West  Yorkshire 
Police.;  The  assistant  chief 
constable  Norman  Bettison 
said:  “She  acted  in  a  brave 
and  public-spirited  manner." 


September  25.  No  weapon  was 
ever  recovered.  Brown,  of 
Mordake.  southwest  London. 

.  admitted  attempted  robbery, 
and  possessing  a  firearm  or 
imitation  with  intent  to  com¬ 
mit  an  offence. 

Passing  sentence.  Judge 
Gordon  told  him:  "Working 
on  her  own  in  Thai  shop  was 
jeweller’s  assistant  Kelly 
Halliday.  Having  got  her  to 
move  the  most  expensive  ring 
from  the  window  display  you 
pulled  the  gun  on  her  and 
demanded  the  ring. 

"With  quite  remarkable 
bravery  and  despite  the  gun 
she  fought  with  you  to  prevent 
you  taking  her  employer's 
property.  She  succeeded  and 
you  failed.  You  ran  off  home 
leaving  her  crying  and  almost 
hysterical,  and  no  wonder." 

Brawn,  who  has  previous 
convictions  for  offences  in¬ 
cluding  robbery,  assault  and 
criminal  damage,  had  claimed 
that  he  needed  cash  to  pay  off 
his  debts  to  a  drug  dealer.  The 
judge  responded:  “That 
should  be  an  object  lesson  to 
young  people  minded  to  ex¬ 
periment  with  drugs.  People 
who  work  in  local  shops  be 
those  jewellers,  comer  shops, 
sub-post  offices  or  the  like 
have  got  to  be  protected  from 
the  sort  of  devastating  experi¬ 
ence  Kelly  Halliday  suffered, 
an  experience  that  must  affect 
people  for  life.* 

Judge  Gordon  said:  "In  my 
view  Miss  Halliday  deserves 
to  be  commended  for  what  I 
described  as  quite  remarkable 
bravery,  accurately  described. 
Employers  and  insurers  who 
have  also  saved  a  considerable 
sum  may  find  ways  of  reward¬ 
ing  her." 

After  the  case  Miss 
Halliday,  from  Kingston- 
upon-Thames.  southwest 
London,  wearing  a  black  trou¬ 
ser  suit,  said  that  she  had  gone 
to  work  the  next  day  as  usual. 
“I  was  a  bit  jumpy  but  it  was 
OK.  I  was  nervous  for  a  little 
bit  afterwards." 

Her  boyfriend,  Adam 
Heraty,  said  that  Miss 
Halliday  was  happy  that  the 
ordeal  was  over.  “Obviously 
when  it  happened  I  was  angry  "• 
because  she  was  very  upset,” 
he  said. 


Woman  says  sex 
bias  cost  her 
£200,000  job 


Kelly  Halliday  leaving  court  yesterday.  She  was  praised  for  her  remarkable  bravery 


By  Emma  Wilkins 

A  COMPUTER  executive 
was  sacked  from  her 
L^00.000-a-year  job  while 
male  colleagues  who  lost 
business  were  promoted,  an 
industrial  tribunal  was  told 
yesterday. 

Caroline  Olds.  34,  who 
increased  her  basic  salary  of 
£20.000  by  earning  commis¬ 
sion,  was  dismissed  from 
her  accnunt  manager's  job 
at  Computacentre  in  19% 
after  nine  years  with  the 
company.  Ms  Olds,  who  is 
now’  unemployed  and  seven 
months  pregnant,  won  her 
case  for  unfair  dismissal 
against  (he  company  —  Brit¬ 
ain’s  biggest  computer  sup¬ 
plier  —  at  a  tribunal  hearing 
in  AugusL 

Ms  Olds,  who  was  bom  in 
South  Africa  and  now  lives 
in  Wapping.  East  London, 
is  now  claiming  sexual  dis¬ 
crimination  and  is  demand¬ 
ing  £165.000  in  allegedly 
unpaid  commission.  She 
was  dismissed  after  her 
three  biggest  clients  —  Mer¬ 
cury  Communications. 
Reader's  Digest  and  Robert 
Fleming,  the  merchant  hank 
—  asked  for  her  to  he 
removed  from  their  ac¬ 
counts.  the  tribunal  was 
told. 

But  she  claimed  that  her 
dismissal  contrasted  with 
the  treatment  of  male  col¬ 
leagues.  who  were  given 
senior  management  jobs  or 
transferred  to  other  ac¬ 
counts  if  they  lost  clients  for 
the  company.  “I  was  dis¬ 
missed  but  they  were  offered 
transfers  or  promotions. 
They  were  certainly  allowed 
to  keep  their  jobs."  Ms  Olds 
said. 

Mike  Norris,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  Computacentre,  ad¬ 
mitted  telling  Ms  Olds  that 
saleswomen  were  “difficult" 
to  manage.  "My  experience 
is  that  they  were  either  very 
good  indeed  or  no  good. 
What  we  haven’t  seen  is  a 
mediocre  performance,"  he 
told  the  tribunal  at  Croydon. 
South  London. 

"Caroline  at  her  best  was 
a  fabulous  account  manager 
but  her  performance  tailed 
off  six  to  nine  months  before 
the  end  of  her  time  with  us. ! 
think  she'd  just  lost  inter 
est"  he  said.  Ms  Olds  was 


unsuitable  for  a  senior  man¬ 
agement  job  because  she  did 
not  “get  on"  with  people  and 
had  "temper  tantrums". 
"She  had  a  very  poor  record 
in  terms  of  her  support  to 
colleagues."  Mr  Norris  said. 

Ms  Olds  was  also  respon¬ 
sible  for  3  series  of  “fruity" 
e-mail  messages  sent  to  col¬ 
leagues  and  “was  infamous 
for  verbal  abuse",  he  added. 

When  asked  by  John  War 
ren.  chairman  of  the  tribu¬ 
nal.  whether  Compuia- 
cenlre  took  any  steps  to 
leach  Ms  Olds  better  skills 
or  discipline.  Mr  Norris 
said:  “We  tolerated  the  situa¬ 
tion  rather  than  tried  to 
rectify  it  which  was  a  mis¬ 
take,  I  admit." 

Mr  Norris  said  that  Ms 
Olds  had  never  shown  any 
inierest  in  a  senior  manage- 


Olds:  says  company 
owes  her  £165,000 

men!  role.  “On  many  occa¬ 
sions  Caroline  made  it  clear 
to  me  she  was  only  interest¬ 
ed  in  increasing  her  own 
earnings.  Not  once  did  she 
approach  me  to  ask  about 
management  positions.”  Mr 
Norris  said. 

But  Ms  Olds,  who  is 
representing  herself, 
claimed  she  had  telephoned 
Mr  Norris  on  his  mobile 
phone  one  evening  before 
her  dismissal  to  say  she  was 
prepared  to  leave  London  to 
become  a  regional  branch 
manager. 

Computacentre  currently 
employs  a  female  manager 
who  is  responsible  for  15 
junior  managers  in  London 
but  Mr  Norris  acknowl¬ 
edged  she  was  promoted 
only  after  Ms  Olds  was 
dismissed.  The  hearing  was 
adjourned  to  next  June. 


Husband 
stabbed 
going  to 
wife’s  aid 

By  Simon  de  Bruxelles 

A  MAN  who  tried  to  protect 
his  wife  from  two  robbers  was 
in  intensive  care  last  night 
after  being  stabbed  at  least 
five  times. 

David  Hurd,  a  40-year-old 
builder,  had  gone  id  collect  his 
wife.  Susan,  from  the  shop 
where  she  works  when  he 
interrupted  the  robbery.  He 
saw  the  hooded  men  dub  his 
wife  and  slash  her  hands 
when  she  hesitated  to  open  the 
till  in  the  shop  attached  to  a 
sub-post  office  at  South 
Twerton.  near  Bath. 

The  robbers  stabbed  Mr 
Hurd  three  times  in  the  head, 
twice  in  the  chest  and  slashed 
his  face,  leaving  him  lying 
unconscious  in  a  pool  of  blood. 
Last  night  his  condition  was 
described  as  serious  but 
stable. 

The  raiders  escaped  in  a 
stolen  car  that  was  later  found 
abandoned.  Mr  Hurd  was 
taken  to  the  Royal  United 
Hospital  in  Bath  where  he 
underwent  emergency 

,  .  - 

The  sub-postmaster  and  a 

customer  were  hurt,  but  not 
seriously.  The  Post  Office  of¬ 
fered  a  “substantial"  reward 
for  information  leading  to 
conviction  of  the  attackers.  It 
was  not  yet  known  how  much 
they  took. 

□  An  I8-y«*ar-old  man 
arrested  later  on  Wednesday 
night  at  another  incident  m 
Bath  was  being  questioned 
about  the  robbery. 


Grand  National  owner 
attacked  and  robbed 

By  Stewart Tenduer.  crime  correspondent 


THE  owner  of  this  years 
Grand  National  winner  and 
his  wife  have  been  attacked 
and  robbed  in  their  home. 

Police  said  yesterday  that 
Stan  Clarke,  64.  a  millionaire 
property  owner  and  diairman 
of  two  racecourse  companies, 
was  cut  on  the  cheek  during 
the  raid  on  Wednesday  night 
at  his  home  in  Barton-under- 
Needwood.  Staffordshire.  The 
gang  stole  £500  and  jewellery 
which  was  still  being  valued 
yesterday.  They  did  not  take 
the  Martell  Grand  National 
Trophy,  wot  by  his  horse  Lord 

Gyllene  in  April. 

Detectives  are  liaising  with 
other  forces  to  see  if  there  are 
links  to  similar  burglaries  at 


the  homes  of  wealthy  victims 
over  the  past  three  years. 

The  attacks  have  been 
linked  to  criminals  in  the 
North  West  nicknamed  the 
Quality  Street  Gang,  but 
police  believe  a  number  of 
different  burglary  teams  have 
been  at  work- 

in  tiie  latest  robbery,  the 
masked  burglars  burst  into 
the  Clarke  home  through  an 
unlocked  conservatoty  door. 
They  had  a  baseball  bat,  a 
knife  and  a  screwdriver  -with 
which  they  threatened  Mr 
Clarfee  and  his  wife.  Hilda. 
The  couple  were  pinned  to 
Door  and  then  handcuffed 
together  as  the  men  began 
ransacking  the  house.  The 


BURTON  MAIL 


Mr  and  Mrs  Clarke  with  some  of  their  trophies 


couple  were  told  they  would  be 
attacked  if  they  set  off  the 
alarm. 

After  they  left  Mr  Clarke 
managed  to  dial  emergency 
services  using  his  chin.  He 
said  yesterday:  “I  just  left  the 
conservatory  door  unlocked 
for  a  couple  of  minutes  and 
they  were  in.  They  just  walked 
in.  Believe  me  they  won’t  be 
able  to  do  that  again.  It  was  a 
very  nasty  experience  and 
something  I  never  want  to  go 
through  again  in  all  my  life." 

He  said:  “They  slashed  my 
face  and  Hilda  and  I  are  both 
bruised.  It  was  an  awful 
experience  and  Hilda  is  very, 
very  shocked.  Thankfully  we 
are  now  both  all  right  al¬ 
though  Hilda  is  very  upset" 

John  Raybouid,  the  Clarkes’ 
chauffeur,  said:  “They Ye  both 
strong  characters,  but  they’ve 
been  through  the  most  fright¬ 
ening  ordeal  of  their  lives. 
“WeYe  always  wary  of  this 
sort  of  thing  happening, 
because  it  is  an  attractive 
property  and  they  are  both 
well  known  people.  But  you 
still  never  think  it  will  happen. 
They  have  lived  in  the  village 
for  24  years  and  never  had  any 
problems  before.  They  just 
want  a  bit  of  peace  and  quiet 
now  and  a  bit  of  time  to  get 
over  this  with  their  family  and 
friends.” 

Acting  Detective  Inspector 
Steve  Burton  said  the  gang 
might  have  staked  out  the 
property  for  some  time  and 
police  were  seeking  witnesses 
who  might  have  seen  them  as 
they  watched  or  made  their 
getaway. 


.  Lottery  winner  ‘turned  to  drugs’ 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 

A  LOTTERY  winner  said  he  turned  to 
drugs  to  cope  with  the  preKunB  of 
becoming  an  overnight  multi-million¬ 
aire.  a  court  heard  yesterday.  The  stresses 
lead  to  Cohn  Sampson’s  wife  walking  out 
on  him  and  his  two  young  children 
having  to  move  schools. 

Sampson.  39,  was  targeted  by  police 
who  arrived  at  his  luxury  home  m 
Sheffield  looking  for  cocaine  but  found 
onlv  a  small  quantity  of  cannabis.  The 
former  plasterer,  whose  fife  *■>  tan* 

formed  in  October  last  year  when  he  and 


his  wife  Deana,  37.  won  £5.4  million, 
pleaded  guOty  to  possessing  and  cultivat¬ 
ing  mnnahic  Police  found  a  cannabis 
bush  in  his  kitchen  which  had  a  value  of 
£45,  and  cannabis  resin  worth  £600. 

Magistrates  in  Sheffield  gave  him  a 
two-year  conditional  discharge  and  two 
weeks  to  pay  £50  costs. 

George  Tierney,  Sampson’s  lawyer 
told  the  court  "Had  he  not  had  all  the 
trappings  of  wealth.  I  believe  the  press 
and  the  police  would  not  have  chased 
him  to  this  extent" 

He.  said  Sampson,  who  had  previous 
cautions  for  possessing  cannabis,  had 


resorted  again  to  using  the  drug  and 
-cultivating  it  because  of  the  strains  since 
he  won  the  Lotteiy.  “He  threw  the  bush  to 
one  side,  went  on  holiday  for  a  few 
weeks,  and  when  he  came  baric,  the  bush 
.had  prospered.  There  was  no  intention  to 
supply.  The  cannabis  was  bought  in  bulk 
for  his  own  use. 

“If  he  still  lived  on  the  Stradbroke 
council  estate,  like  any  ordinary  family 
with  14  children,  be  would  not  have 
received  the  same  media  attention  that  he 
has  today.  His  life  has  been  made  hetL 
He  cannot  do  anything  without  attract¬ 
ing  press  attention." 
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ass5saafi?--'S^S 

Kimiko  the  Fosterling  is  a 
human  version  of  the  popufar 
Tamagotehi  and  has.heen 

"*?"» ^mtetmsenafive 
SnnrSS?1?'  Ho^evcr;.same  ;  ^nd  coufiJ  actually  behurtfol 

plaiiits  that  it  b-  SuMilt^E'-te' 
foster  children.  - .  »  ■ 

.  The'  wrxstwatch -sized  toy 
a  digital  image  of  a  tittle 
ral.  Knniko,  who  has  been  , 
abandoned  by  her  parents  and 
has  to  be  nurtured  by  foster 
carers.  She  must  be  fed,  ’ 

”jhgJ«nd  put  to  bed  at  night 
her  “foster  parent"  must  play 
with,  her  to  keep  her  amused 
and  educate  her.  '  • 

Krmoko  must  also  be  disci- 


1U1M  AVIU^t^iiCU 

about  tht  game. 

•  Derek  Warren  of  .foe  Nat- 
tonal  Poster  Care  Association 
Slid  the  toys  treated  foster 
Ghndreh  as  acomrnod%.  “The 
Same  can  wily  be  negahve  for 
children’  and  ybung  people  hi 
fostercM^"he  said.*Tliey  are, 
A  "  ‘  '"jl  virtue 


nli^r^rzrr^uf5a‘  rf  bang  m  care,  and  this  just 
S  ■  ^tothdrprobteiMandlfie 
,h^  5”^  naughty,  if:  way  they  are  generally  bdd  in 
standards  erf  care-slip,  she  wiH  low  esteem.'” 
nm  awa*  The  object  is  to  :'  The  association  has  com- 
mcrease^  fGmiko’S  IQ  so  that  plained  to  -die  Advertising 


■  - —  — OV  UJ4U 

she  can  be  successfully  adopt¬ 
ed  py  new  parents. 

Adoption  and  foster  care 
groups  said  the  toy  was  upset- 
tfog  foster  children  who  “saw 
friends  playing  with  it  it  also 
perpetuated  damaging  myths 


i 
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Standards  Authority  about 
publicity  for  the  toys' released 
bjr  the  World  Stock  Corpora¬ 
tion  ih.BSmnn^bam.  Krmjkn 

was-  batatas a  dnld  "deserted 
at  birth,  needs  raising  and 
jnflfibas^  want  to  dnjnstihat" 

'  The  Coy  was  advertised  as  one 
of  a  number  of  ^virtual  pets". 
It  retails  at  £6.95. 

.  .The  World  Stock  Corpora¬ 
tion  has  no. pldns  tor order 
forther  strpplies.  “We-did  not 
realise  the  sensitivity  of  the 
product  when  we  first  ordered 
it,’7  aspokjesman^aid.  Other 
importers  have alro ,  stopped 


Theadoptingametint 
has  caused  offence 


ooocenis  about  good  taste. 

John  Lewis-  said/it  wradd 
reconsider  .die  sale  of  the  coys 
m  Hghl  of  tiie  charfoey  am- 
eeros.  “We  will  be  reviewing 
whether  or  not  to  take  farther 
delivaTesas-partofeurnor-- 
mal  asseapnegt  process,”  a 
spoteSHEjn  $aj£  'We  had  no. 
mCBBtooea  off  causing  offence  or 
<fistreg.*M -  .  . 


All-womea  school 


By  David  Chaitter,  cocx^vnoNcoiatssFONDENr 


■If 


A  PRIMARY  school  whose  37 
staff-  are  afl  femafo  has 
brought  in  seven  fathers  and- 
a  gnndfiufaer  to  provide  mas¬ 
culine  rote  models.  The  head 
feared  that-  literacy 
among  boys  were  suffering 
because  they  regarded  read-.. 
ingas“priy".  K  • 

Copntav&ifitirt^Sdiooi  m-1 
Portsmouth.  Hranpshire,  has 
nrt  had  a  male  teapipr:  for  tes 
years,  apart  from  tnuneei. 
Men  account  for  17  per  cent  of 
teachers  BatioaaBy  for  the 
imder-eights,  and  the  Teacher 
Training  Agency-  forecasts 
that  they  wffl  disappear  from 
primary  schools  by  2010  if  the 
decline  continues. 

Sylvia  Fletcher,  die  hod; 
said  “Boys  weren't  achieving 
as  well  as  girls,  f  thought  the , 
best  way  to  redress  me  bal¬ 
ance  wasto  send  a  tetter  home  ’ 
explaining  the-  Situation  to 


dads.  We  now  have  seven  or 
tight  coming  tH  every  week. 
We  jbrted  rad:  witii  'men 
listening  tb. boys.  read.  Now 
they  fistenta  boys  and  girts." 

.  The  volunteers  attend  for  a 
couplcof  horns  awdt  Steve 
Legge.  36,  a  iraval  petty  o£ 
fuw.  has  Eve-year-old  twin 
.  daughters;  Josie  and  jKirstyat 
thesebool 


reWanfiug_^ome of  flic  child¬ 
ren  weren't;  very  good  at  ail 
when  We  started,  bot  their 
confidence  has  improved. 
There  are  some  jokes  about 
me  being  in  ail  aB-female 
,  school,  hut  I  know  this  work, 
is  realty  important" 

The  ,  37  staff  fochide  H 
classroom  teachers,  nine  as¬ 
sistants,  two  administration 
staff  TO.timner.  ladies, "tiro 
cleaners,  two;  special  needs 
workers,  awl  the  head. 
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The  time  is  ri 
to  get  yours 
a  L'eica. 


Look  for  the  UEICA  red  spot  -yotirguarantBe  of  quafity 
.  that's  recognised tbewpricf  ovec .. 

.  .  viewfindra 

35-70rnmwqm  tensfoKrtitist£229RRR 
Or get  closer  to perfection vvith  'purAwitfWinning 
Compact ^Biriocdws^ ‘from  artxnid£27Bftfffi  • 
>MWteh«yo(eiabvd8rarMM:  '• 

'  A  LEICA 

ntMipiM'ii«ne»«>dawanBpoinaniil»»  fiwraj^.PO.  tojJitte 
dIum  fflK*  2«3Wh>r  P»rtftn*w  V«W  WWW  *wl 

UBCAZ2XD  IBM  Comp**  HnottfwtD  -  •  -  ji- 
-  -  omn 


DAYS  IUST  AREN'T  ENOUGH  AT 


.  We  d  also  Jove  to  show  you  our  dressed  lobster  jon  a  bed  of  Gateau.  Or  any  of  the  many  treats  we've  laid  on  especially  for 

..  lemon  mayonnaise,  our  oveh  ready  pork,  that  comes  with  a  Christmas.  365  days  would  barely  do  it  all  justice,  let  alone  12. 

,  ;^;^rantee  ^  ensp  cracklihg  ai^  our  sumptuous  Champagne  So,  is  losing  weight  one  of  your  New  Year  resolutions?  It  will  be. 


:  SUBJECT  TO  AVAILABILITY. 


Marks  &  spencer 

CHRISTMAS  FOOD  AND  WINE 
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Lord  Chancellor  eyes 
Bar’s  last  preserve 


By  Frances  Gras,  legal  correspondent 


THE  Lord  Chancellor  is  to 
tackle  the  Bar's  virtual  mo¬ 
nopoly  of  jury  trial  work.  In  a 
challenge  to  the  last  preserve 
of  the  Bar  that  will  cause  con¬ 
sternation.  lord  Irvine  of 
Lairg  is  believed  to  want  to 
look  again  at  allowing  Crown 
Prosecution  Service  lawyers 
the  right  to  prosecute  jury 
trials  in  the  Crown  Court. 

At  present  the  CPS  instructs 
barristers  from  private  prac¬ 
tice,  which  last  year  cost 
£76  million.  Last  month.  Lord 
Irvine  told  the  Minority  Law¬ 
yers’  Conference:  “I  shall  be 
turning  my  attention  to  the 


rights  of  audience  issue  very 
soon."  He  said  that  the  mach¬ 
inery  set  up  under  the  Courts 
and  Legal  Services  1990  for 
determining  advocacy  rights, 
a  complex  consultative  proce¬ 
dure.  was  "cumbersome"  and 
a  “statutory  quagmire". 

A  further  re-examination  of 
the  Bar’s  virtual  monopoly  of 
Crown  Court  work  (solicitor 
advocates  have  taken  only  a 
tiny  share)  would  be  welcomed 
by  the  CPS  and  the  Law  Soci¬ 
ety.  Dame  Barbara  Mills,  QC, 
the  Director  of  Public  Prosecu¬ 
tions,  said:  "I  have  always  said 
I  would  like  full  rights  of  audi¬ 


ence  for  all  CPS  lawyers." 
Russell  Wall  man.  director  of 
policy  at  the  Law  Society,  said: 
“The  Government  is  failing  to 
make  savings  on  prosecution 
costs  because  they  cant  use 
even  CPS  lawyers  as  flexibly 
as  they  might  wish.  It’s  about 
making  sure  that  clients  have 
a  choice  of  advocate." 

But  the  move  could  mean  a 
big  loss  of  work  by  the  Bar, 
which  is  already  worried  by 
proposals  to  remove  most  civil 
legal  aid  and  bring  m  "no  win, 
no  fee"  work.  Robert  Owen. 
QC,  Bar  chairman,  said:  "The 
Bar  is  strongly  against  having 


Double-booking  ‘forces  CPS 
to  use  second-rate  counsel’ 


By  Our  Legal  Correspondent 


-SECOND-RATE"  barristers 
are  being  instructed  to  prose¬ 
cute  for  the  Crown  Prosecu¬ 
tion  Service  because  of  the 
huge  number  of  briefs  sent 
back  at  the  last  minute  as  a 
result  of  double-booking. 

A  National  Audit  Office  re¬ 
port  published  today  says  that 
a  study  at  nine  court  centres  of 
433  cases  found  that  briefs 
were  returned  in  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  cases.  In  almost  a  third 
of  them,  the  substitute  counsel 
appointed  was  "judged  to 
have  been  of  inappropriate 


quality"  the  report  says.  Re¬ 
turned  briefs  waste  resources 
and  can  have  an  adverse 
impact  on  the  handling  of 
cases,  the  office  says.  “Dou¬ 
ble-booking  r  occurs  when  a 
trial  barristers  are  involved 
with  lasts  longer  than  expect¬ 
ed  and  another  counsel  has  to 
be  intruded.  The  problem  is 
exacerbated  by  the  inability  or 
courts  always  to  set  definite 
trial  dates. 

The  report  says:  “This  can 
be  time-consuming  for  CPS 
staff  and  may  have  an  adverse 


effect  on  the  timeliness  and 
standard  of  preparation  and 
there  may  be  few  counsel  of 
suitable  quality  available  at 
short  notice,  particularly  if  a 
brief  is  returned  just  before  the 
trial." 

David  Caivert-Smith.  QC, 
vice-ch airman  of  the  Criminal 
Bar  Association,  said  the  Bar 
look  the  problem  of  returned 
briefs  very  seriously  and  was 
taking  steps  to  enforce  the  new 
service  standard  introduced  in 
November  last  year  it  had 
agreed  with  the  CPS. 


a  Crown  Prosecution  Service 
which  conducts  ah  the  prose¬ 
cution  work  in  the  Crown 
Court  The  value  of  the  system 
is  in  having  an  independent 
banister  who  plays  an  inde¬ 
pendent  role,  so  that  you  do 
not  have  prosecutors  en> 
ployed  by  the  state." 

The  previous  Lord  Chancel¬ 
lor,  Lord  Mackay  of  Clash- 
fern,  and  four  Judges  backed 
down  this  year  over  letting 
CPS  lawyers  appear  in  Crown 
Court  trials  on  their  own. 
They  also  said  lawyers  work¬ 
ing  for  the  CPS.  or  employed 
in  commerce,  industry  and 
government,  could  not  handle 
substantive  High  Court  civil 
actions  without  a  private  prac¬ 
tice  lawyer.  The  Law  Society 
had  called  for  Crown  Court 
advocacy  rights  on  behalf  of 
solidtors  working  for  the  CPS. 

Solicitors  in  private  practice 
may  qualify  as  higher-court 
advocates  and  appear  in 
Crown  Court  trials  if  they 
meet  stringent  requirements. 
□  The  first  woman  chairman 
of  the  Bar.  who  is  to  take  up 
the  post  on  January  1.  has 
dismissed  the  Lord  Chancel¬ 
lor's  attacks  chi  barristers'  “fat 
fees".  Heather  H alien.  QC, 
told  the  Bar  Council  in  her 
inaugural  speech  last  night 
“For  the  vast  majority  of  the 
Bar  doing  publicly  funded 
work,  the  idea  of  a  fat  fee  is  as 
much  a  dream  as  winning  the 
lottery.  We  are  well  aware  that 
no  one  owes  us  a  living." 


The  artist  Michael  Landy,  34.  sits  by  his  Tate  Gallery  Christmas  display  after  it  was 
wheeled  into  place  yesterday.  His  creation  indodes  a  damaged  Tdetubbies  doll, 
empty  supermarket  bags,  bits  of  broken  Christmas  tree;  drink  cans  and  a  pizza  box 


JVC  UX-TJ0O 

CDMCROHHR  . 

•  2x0  watts  ffiMSi  power  output 

•  45  preset  dfcftai  tuner 

•  Soft  touch  single  dock. 

•  Remote  control  Was£T0&99. 


MATSUI  MCH550 
CDMCROHHFI 

•  Top  loading  programmable  CD  player. 

•  AM/FM  tuner 

•  Single  cassette  deck. 
Was£6aS&£&:.99. 


aiuia  LCX-TJO 
CDMCROM-H 

•  32  preset  digital  tuner. 

•  3  mode  electronic  equate*; 

•  Single  cassette  deck. 

•  Remote  control 


£179*9 


£19959 
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aiu/a  nsx-sso 

CDMIM-n 

•  Plays  up  to  3  CDs. 

•  2X75  wans  (PMS  power  output 
■  Bearorfc  graphic  equafiser 
Was  £29999. 

f 24959 

aiuja  nsx-sto 

CDMDVM-H 

•  Plays  up  to  3  CDs. 

•  Zxtzo  watts  fftMS)  power  output 

•  32  preset  cfigttat  lunar 

•  Bectronic  graphic  aquafeer 
Was  £38939 £34999  £29999 
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SONY 

MHORX90 
CDHMW-fl 

•  Plays  ip  to  3  CDs. 

•  Includes  4  speatara. 

•  2x®0  wans  {RMS  power  output 

““13495 


£37999 


euura  nsx-fs 
CP  MM  IB  n 

•  Plays  up  to  5  CDs. 

•  2x200  watts  (FMS>  power  output 

•  32  preset  dgtaltunar. 

•  Bectronfcequffeer. 

Yvstora  Price 
£44999 


£1495 


SONY  PMC305 
CD  MICRO  HI-FI 

•  2xtCi  warts  (RMS)  power  output. 

•  30  preset  cSgnal  tuner 

•  Soft  much  cassette  deck. 

•  Dijytel  output  lor  MniOsc  Wtertaca 


£1995 


JVC  UX-2000 

CD  BUCRO  HI-FI 

•  £xtO  watts  (SMS)  power  output 

•  RDSdigtal  tuner. 

•  Remote  control 

•  Red  European  cherry  wood 


aiuia  NSX-AVS5 

DOLBY  PRO-LOGIC 
CDMMM-FI 

•  Plays  up  u  3  CDs. 

•  180/25/25  watt  specters. 

Was  £54999  In-store  Price  £49999 


£4495 
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£099.99 


DENONd~C3o 

CPMBBIH1 

•  Plays  up  to  6  CDs. 

•  2x46  watts  (RMS)  power  output 

•  2  piece  component  system 

•  Bectronic  graphic  equator. 


e499b 
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power  output.  Was  £303331 
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Chadlington  hits 
back  at  ‘hysterical’ 
report  on  Opera  T 


By  Adam  Fresco 


LORD  CHADLINGTON, 
the  former  chairman  of  the 
Royal  Opera  House  yester¬ 
day  hit  track  at  the  “insulting 
and  hysterical"  Commons 
committee  report  which  pre¬ 
ceded  his  resignation. 

He  accused  the  Culture 
Select  Committee  of  a  “gross 
abuse"  of  its  privileges  for-- 
attacking  “on  toe  flimsiest  of 
evidence  and  innuendo"  pub¬ 
lic-spirited  people  who'  gave 
their  time  and  money  in  the 
opera  house  cause. 

The  committee  chaired  by 
the  Labour  MP  Gerald  Kauf¬ 
man,  had  said:  “We  would  ~ 
prefer  to  see  the  House  run  by  " 
a  Philistine  with  the  requisite 
financial  acumen  than  by  tire 
succession  of  opera  and  bal¬ 
let-lovers  who  brave  brought  a 
great  and  valuable  institution 
to  its  knees." 

Lord  Chadlington.  writing 
in  The  Spectator  magazine, 
said:  “The  language  in  which 
the  committee's  report  is  writ¬ 


ten  —  of  which  Mr  Kaufman 
seems  so  proud  —  is  insulting 
in  the  extreme.  To  attack  the  - 
integrity  of  public-spirited  - 
men  and  women,  many  of 
wborm  give  freely  of  their  time 
and  lavishly  of  their  money, 
on  the  flimsiest  of  evidence 
and  innuendo  is  gross  abuse 
of  privilege* 

Hesaid  that  he  had  initial-,' 
ed;  change  m  finanda!  con-, 
trofe,  maria  gemcnt  IriForoia- " 
tion  and.  corporate  govern¬ 
ance.  But  he  said  that  Mr 
Kaufman, nonetheless,  would 
be  welcome  in  the  new  Royal 
Opera  House  wheD:.redevd- 
bpnient  was  complete.  V  .  . 

However,  .his  .  enjoyment fti 
“will  have  been  possibl  cmore  ;*> 
through  the  efforts  of  those 
who  worfc  at  the  Royal  Opera 
House.tbosewhosuppdrtU. 
and  those  who  love  it  than  the 
hysterical  hyperbole  of  yoor 
sdect  committee's  report". 

Letters,  page  23 


A  Gift  from  Fortnums 
can  still  be  delivered 

Fortnum  &  Mason  announce  that  Hampers 
and  Gift  Packs  may  still  be  ordered. 

So,  all  is  not  lost  for  those  who  thought 
they  had  missed  the  boat.  ..or  van! 

Ring  Telephone  Orders:  0171-465  8666 
or  Fax:  0171-437  3278  taorder  by 
Credit  Card  or  Fprtnum  &  Mas6n  Account 
or  visits  the  Hamper  Department 
on  the  lower  ground  floor. 

Orders  required  by  Monday  15th  December  latest 
Some  of  the  Hampers  and  Gift  Packs  Currently 
in  stock  for  Christmas  Delivery 
(subject  to  availability  -  UK  Mainland  only) 

Food  Hampers 

£500  Carriage  free 
.  £350  Carriage  £9 

Stratford  £150  Carriage  £9 

Renaissance  £100  Carriage  £6 

Wine  Hampers 

St  Nicholas  £175  Carriage  i 13.50 

Boardroom  Box  £60  Carriage  £6 

Gift  Packs 

Luxury  Port  &  Stilton  £45  Carriage  £9 
ChabJi$& Smoked  Salmon  £37.50  Carriage  £9 
•Personal  shoppers  can  take  advantage  of  our 
opening  hours  during  the  Christinas  petiod:- 
today  -  open  bom  9.30am  to  7pm 
up  to  23rd  December  -  open  from  9am  to  7pm 
Christmas  Eve  -  open  from  9am  to  5pm 
( Closed  Sundays  \ 

FORTNUM  &  MASON 

181  PICCADILLY  -  LONDON  W1A 1ER 


JLXDXL 

ground  floor" 

at  Fortnum  &  Mason  offers  additional  opportunities  for  last 
_ mmute  b™enng  and  buying  before  Christmas! 
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Professor  advises 


against  beef  or 
lamb  for  children 


By  Michael  Hornsby 
agriculture 

CORRESPONDENT 


A  DISTINGUISHED  scien¬ 
tist  advised  parents  yesterday 
to  encourage  young  children 
to  eat  chicken  ralher  than  beef 
or  Iamb  because  of  the  risks 
posed  by  ""mad  cow"  disease. 

Professor  Colin  Blakeraore, 
head  of  physiology  at  Oxford 
University  and  president  of 
the  British  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science, 
spoke  as  farmers  were  offered 
a  glimmer  of  hope  of  faster 
progress  towards  easing  the 
ban  on  beef  exports.  The 
European  Commission  said  it 
was  bringing  forward  talks  on 
a  proposal  that  could  lift  the 
ban  in  Northern  Ireland,  the 
region  least  affected  by  BSE. 

The  professor  said  that  he 
had  stopped  eating  beef  more 
than  ten  years  ago.  and  had 
now  given  up  lamb  as  well: 
“About  a  month  ago.  I  decided 
1  was  not  going  to  eat  lamb 
because  I  felt  there  was  suffi¬ 
cient  evidence  that  BSE  might 


But  farmers  are 
given  a  fresh 
glimmer  of  hope 
on  an  end  to 
European  Union 
ban  on  exports 


have  passed  into  sheep.  How¬ 
ever  small  the  risk.  I  did  not 
like  the  taste  of  lamb  enough 
to  feel  it  was  worth  taking." 
His  own  grown-up  children 
had  ignored  his  advice  not  to 
eat  beef,  but  he  added:  “If  1 
had  a  baby  now.  I  would 
certainly  not  be  feeding  it 
lamb  or  beef.” 

The  fatalities  from  the  vari¬ 
ant  of  Creutzfeldt-Jakob  dis¬ 
ease  linked  to  BSE  might  be 
jusr  the  beginning,  he  said. 
“The  missing  element  is  any 
certainty  about  the  incubation 


Healthy  alternative 
carries  its  own  risks 


By  Robin  Young 


CHICKEN  offers  consider¬ 
able  health  advantages  as  a 
meat  relatively  low  in  saturat¬ 
ed  fatty  adds,  but  it  is  also  the 
the  most  common  cause  of 
food  poisoning. 

All  poultry  is  a  good  source 
of  protein,  vitamins,  and  min¬ 
erals  such  as  iron,  zinc,  phos¬ 
phorus  and  potassium.  The 
protein  is  required  to  build 
and  repair  body  tissue,  and 
the  B  vitamins  which  poultry 
provides  are  required  for  a 
healthy  nervous  system. 

Chicken  and  turkey  liver  are 
excellent  sources  of  vitamin  A, 
which  is  needed  for  healthy 
skin  and  resistance  to  infec¬ 
tion.  Most  of  the  fat  in  poultry 
is  unsaturated  and  so  will  not 
raise  blood  cholesterol  levels. 
Although  duck  and  geese  are 
fatty,  chicken  and  turkey  are 
relatively  lean,  and  mosr  of 
their  fat  is  contained  In  the 
skin  which  can  be  easily 


removed.  Skinless  chicken 
and  turkey  breasts  contain 
only  about  5  per  cent  fat. 

Duck  provides  twice  as 
much  thiamin  and  riboflavin 
as  chicken,  and  has  three 
times  as  much  iron,  while  a 
typical  serving  of  goose  pro¬ 
vides  three  times  as  much 
riboflavin  as  chicken  and  al¬ 
most  twice  the  amount  of 
vitamin  B12;  100  grams  of 
goose  contains  one  third  of  the 
daily  required  amount  of  iron 
for  women,  and  more  than 
half  that  needed  by  men. 

Poultry  is  a  high-risk  source 
of  salmonella  and  Campylo¬ 
bacter  bacteria.  Chicken"  or 
turkey  should  never  be  eaten  if 
the  meat  appears  pink  or 
bloody,  and  hands  should 
always  be  thoroughly  washed 
after  handling  raw  poultry. 
Salmonella,  survives  freezing, 
but  is  destroyed  by  thorough 
cooking. 
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period.  If  thousands  are 
dying  in  five  or  ren  years' time, 
which  1  hope  will  not  be  the 
case,  the  ban  on  beef  on  the 
bone  will  look  very  prudent.” 

Earlier  this  week,  a  scientif¬ 
ic  advisory  committee  in  Brus¬ 
sels  suggested  that  most  cuts 
of  lamb  on  the  bone  from 
sheep  over  six  months  old 
should  be  banned  in  “high- 
risk"  countries  such  as  Brit¬ 
ain.  The  Government's 
Spongiform  Encephalopathy 
Advisory  Commirree  is  to  con¬ 
sider  whether  there  should  be 
tougher  controls,  but  is  not 
expected  to  change  its  advice. 

On  Radio  4’s  World  at  One, 
Jack  Cunningham,  the  Agri¬ 
culture  Minister,  said:  “There 
is  no  question  of  lamb  chops, 
leg  or  rack  of  Iamb,  being  off 
the  agenda.  They  will  continue 
to  be  available  as  now.” 

Jeff  Almond,  a  microbiolo¬ 
gist  ar  Reading  University  and 
a  member  of  the  advisory 
committee,  said:  “I  do  not 
want  to  pre-empt  our  discus¬ 
sions.  but  we  have  been 
through  all  this  before.  The 
Brussels  comm i nee  had  no 
data  we  did  nor  have." 

On  the  committee's  advice, 
the  Government  has  already 
banrted  consumption  of  sheep 
brain,  and  from  January  1  the 
spinal  cord  must  be  removed 
at  abattoirs  on  animals  over  12 
months  old.  Lamb  comes  from 
younger  animals. 

Professor  Almond  still  ears 
beef  and  lamb,  and  said  rhe 
risk  in  sheep  was  entirely 
theoretical:  “Are  you  going  to 
knacker  an  entire  industry  on 
the-  strength  of  an  entirely 
conjectural  risk?" 

In  Brussels.  Emma  Bonino. 
the  Commissioner  for  Con¬ 
sumer  Health,  disclosed  the 
chance  of  partially  lifting  the 
beef  ban  in  talks  with  Ben 
Gill,  deputy-  president  of  the 
National  Farmers'  Union. 
Discussion  of  a  “certified  herd 
scheme”  had  been  scheduled 
for  mid-January,  but  will  now 
take  place  next  Tuesday. 

Under  the  scheme,  beef 
could  be  exported  from  herds 
certified  as  untainted.  North¬ 
ern  Ireland  has  a  computer¬ 
ised  system  for  tracing  cattle 
movements  and  health  hist¬ 
ory.  Tire  mainland  is  nor 
expected  to  have  this  until  next 
summer. 
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Feeling  sheepish:  Barry  Greenwood,  a  textile  technologist  up  to  his  neck  in  fleece  soon  to  become  a  jumper  below,  Dolly,  the  first  cloned  sheep 


Designers  fashion  a  Dolly  spin-off 


w. 


SCIENTISTS  are  about  to  create  the 
ultimate  spin-off  from  the  world's  first 
cloned  sheep.  Technologists  at  Leeds 
University's  School  of  Textile  Industries, 
responsible  for  transforming  Dolly's 
25kg  of  high-quality  fleece  into  wool, 
have  already  deaned  the  coat  before  it  is 
dyed  and  spun  ready  for  knitting  into  a 
woolly  jumper. 

The  fleece  from  the  first  shearing  of  the 
17-month-old  Finn  Dorset  breed,  doned 
from  an  adult  cell,  was  auctioned  by  the 


Cystic  Fibrosis  Trust  earlier  this  year  to 
highlight  the  life-threatening  genetic 
disease.  The  charity  devised  a  competi¬ 
tion.  launched  on  BBCl's  The  Clothes 
Show,  to  design  a  jumper  using  Dolly's 
wool.  The  winner  will  be  announced  in 
February  and.  after  being  modelled,  the 
jumper  wifi  go  on  permanent  display  at 
the  Science  Museum  in  London. 

Barry  Greenwood,  a  textile  technolo¬ 
gist  at  Leeds  University,  said:  “The  fleece 
will  produce  a  very  good  fine-to- medium 


wool  suitable  for  carpet  or  heavyweight 
knitwear."  He  said  fleece  from  cloned 
sheep  could  produce  a  consistent  quality 
of  wool.  “Manufacturers  would  know 
exactly  what  they  were  buying  if  they 
were  uniform  fleeces,  rather  like  the  way 
synthetic  fibres  can  he  controlled." 

Tlie  fleece  was  solvent-scoured  and 
will  be  carded  —  a  process  to  open  the 
tufts  to  create  a  coarse  yam  —  before 
being  dyed  and  spun.  The  winning 
design  will  he  knitted  at  the  university. 


‘Alarmist’  politicians  blamed  for  BSE  crisi 


A  CORONER  has  blamed 
“alarmist  politicians"  for  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  crisis  in  the 
beef  industry.  Dewi  Pritchard- 
Jones  was  speaking  after  hear¬ 
ing  evidence  that  a  farmer  had 
killed  himself  because  of  fi¬ 
nancial  worries. 

Mr  Pritchard-Jones  also 
said  he  would  willingly  buy 
any  beef  on  the  bone  if  a 
fanner  or  butcher  set  up  a 
black  market  in  such  cuts  of 
meat,  which  are  due  to  be 
banned  from  next  Tuesday. 

Glyn  Pritchard,  45.  who 
farmed  near  Bangor  in 
Caernarfonshire,  was  found 
dead  on  September  27.  He  was 
lying  on  an  embankment  near 
a  road  with  a  12-bore  shotgun 


A  coroner  has  spoken  out  after  a  farmer  with  money 
worries  shot  himself.  Michael  Hornsby  reports 


between  his  legs  and  wounds 
in  his  neck. 

Nesra  Pritchard  told  the 
inquest  in  Caernarfon  that  she 
was  aware  her  husband  had 
been  under  financial  pressure, 
but  did  not  realise  he  was 
suffering  from  depression. 
She  said:  “He  always  kept 
himself  busy,  threw  himself 
into  his  work  and,  perhaps, 
hid  his  depression.  There  were 
many  things  worrying  him 
associated  with  farming  and 
pressure  on  us  from  outside." 

The  coroner  commented:  "I 


hope  that  this  is  not  the  start  of 
a  trend,  because  1  am  aware, 
being  a  solicitor  in  private 
practice  in  a  rural  area,  of  the 
commercial  pressures  that 
some  farmers  especially  are 
under  at  this  particular  time. 

He  added:  “I  consider  the 
recent  comments  and  actions 
of  politicians  to  be  completely 
unwarranted  and  1  hope  that 
those  actions  will  not  result  in 
further  deaths  in  the  manner 
that  Mr  Pritchard  died."  Mr 
Pritchard-Jones  appeared  to 
be  referring  to  the  ban  on  beef 


on  the  bone  announced  hy 
Jack  Cunningham,  the  Agri¬ 
culture  Minister,  last  week 
because  of  a  remote  risk  that  it 
might  be  infected  with  “mad 
cow”  disease. 

The  coroner  recorded  a  ver¬ 
dict  of  suicide  at  the  inquest  on 
Wednesday,  saying  he  could 
not  imagine  Mr  Pritchard 
firing  the  gun  in  the  way  he 
did  if  it  was  not  his  imention  to 
kill  himself. 

Letter*  Mr  Pritchard  h3d 
received  were  inside  his  shirt. 
The  coroner  said:  “I  do  not 


propose  to  go  through  them  in 
detail,  except  to  comment  that 
he  was  under  commercial 
pressure."  He  told  Mrs  Pritch¬ 
ard:  “I  am  sorry  I  had  to  drag 
you  into  the  political  sphere  at 
the  end.  but  l  feel  somebody 
ought  to  say  it." 

Farmers  have  a  suicide  rate 
one  and  a  half  times  the 
national  average.  However, 
only  one  suicide  has  been 
specifically  linked  to  rhe  BSE 
crisis.  That  was  a  Yorkshire 
beef  fanner.  William  Rodney, 
w'hoshor  himself  in  May  I****, 
after  taking  cattle  to  market 
hnd  beinu  told  that  he  would 
only  set  half  the  price  for  them 
he  had  been  expecting.  He  was 
also  facing  tax  demands. 
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Field  Marshal  calls  for  reassessment  of  Army  chiefs  reputation  at  launch  of  First  World  War  exhibition  ^ 


Vilified  Haig 
‘deserves  credit 


for  winning  war’ 


A  CALL  for  a  kinder  assess¬ 
ment  uf  Earl  Haig's  part  in 
the  Fir>t  World  War  was  made 
in  front  of  the  Field  Marshal  s 
son  yesterday  at  the  opening  of 
an  exhibition  lo  mark  the  80th 
anniversary  of  the  war's  end. 

Field  Marshal  Lord 
Brutnali.  former  Chief  of  the 
Defence  Staff,  urged  the 
reappraisement  as  genera¬ 
tions  nf  ex-servicemen,  includ¬ 
ing  two  veterans  of  the 
Somme,  gathered  at  the  Imp¬ 
erial  War  Museum.  The 


By  Michael  Horsnell 

present  Earl  Haig,  79.  later 
said  that  his  father,  who  was 
heavily  criticised  for  his  war- 
rime  leadership,  deserved  to 
be  remembered  more  sympa¬ 
thetically. 

Lord  BrarnaU  said:  “ Despite 
the  massive  surge  of  interest 
in  the  Great  War  over  the  last 
20  years  or  so.  the  First  World 
War  and  the  performance  of 
the  British  Army  in  it  are  still 
viewed  by  the  public  in  largely 
negative  terms.  Most  people 
have  heard  of  the  Somme. 


The  present  Earl  Haig,  left,  with  Robert  Bums,  102, 
at  the  Imperial  War  Museum  exhibition  yesterday 


especially  the  disastrous  first 
day  on  July  1. 1916.  or  the  mud 
and  carnage  of  Passchendaele. 
Many  have  read  and  been 
profoundly  moved  by  the 
poems  of  Owen  and  Sassoon, 
by  Robert  Graves's  Goodbye 
To  All  That,  or  have  seen  the 
film  Oh  What  a  Lovely  War. 

“As  a  result,  public  percep¬ 
tions  of  the  war  remain 
almost  wholly  dominated  by 
images  of  futile,  frontal 
assaults  in  Flanders,  of  gener¬ 
als  perceived  as  butchers  and 
bunglers,  of  insensitive  and 
incompetent  staff  officers,  and 
of  brave  but  tactically  naive 
frontline  troops  —  in  other 
words,  ‘lions  led  by  donkeys*.” 

Yet,  Lord  Bramall  said. 
Haig  —  who  bore  the  brunt  of 
historical  criticism  for  the 
carnage  —  won  perhaps  the 
greatest  succession  of  victories 
in  the  history  of  the  British 
Army.  “If  we  are  quick  to 
criticise  Haig  and  his  army 
commanders  for  mistakes  and 
some  failures  in  1916  and  1917, 
even  forgetting  it  was  Haig 
who  saved  the  British  Empire 
at  the  first  battle  of  Ypres,  it  is 
only  fair  to  give  proper  credit 
for  their  successes  in  1918. 


Soldiers  from  the  II  Cheshire  Regiment  in  the  front  line  at  the  Somme  in  1916:  Haig’s  offensive  cost 420,000  casualties 


“The  greatest  disservice  we 
can  do  their  memory  is  to 
forget  that  in  1918  they  actually 
achieved  what  they  were  fight¬ 
ing  for.  albeit  at  a  very  high 
price  in  human  lives." 

The  present  Lord  Haig,  a 
distinguished  artist,  opened 


the  exhibition  —  1918:  Year  of 
Decision,  which  tells  the  story 
of  the  Western  Front  and 
features  his  father’s  uniform 
and  the  pen  used  to  sign  the 
Armistice  in  November  1918. 

Lord  Haig  said:  “All  this 
material  will.  I  hope,  help  the 


people  of  this  country  to  a 
right  reading  of  history  and 
give  greater  awareness  of  the 
British  achievement  so  that  we 
recognise  that  the  anniversary 
of  victory  in  1918  is  one  which 
we  can  be  proud  of." 

Robert  Bums.  102,  who 
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served  with  the  Queen’s  Own 
Cameron  Highlanders  at  Loos 
and  the  Somme,  was  the  oldest 
of  chose  attending.  Mr  Bums, 
from  Gourodc.  Inverclyde, 
said:  “As  the  years  go  on.  1  am 
very  proud  to  know  I  did 
something  for  my  country." 


Haig:  toll  shocked  public 

IU11  more  * 
Germans’ 

SSgiXS&SZ 

and  South 

ing  a  War  Office  post  When 
tfal  First  World  War  broke 
out,  be  led  the  1st  Corps  of  the 
British  Expeditionary  Force 
to  France  and  in  1915  became 

CommaBderiitGud 

With  the  battle  zone 

hemmed  in  by  the  sea  and  the 

Swiss  border,  Haig  was 

forced  to  wage  a  costly  war  of 
attrition,  tanfiy  summarised 
as  "kill  more  Germans".  An 
unsuccessful  offensive  on  the 
Somme  cost  420.000  British 
jives  and  the  passchendaele 
campaign  another  245,000. 
shocking  the  British  public 
But  Haig  helped  to  slop  the 
German  offensive  of  1918  and 
led  a  victorious  Allied  assault 
that  resulted  in  the  enemy 
plea  for  as  armistice. 

After  the  war  he  was  creat¬ 
ed  an  earl  and  organised  the 
British  Legion,  dying  in  1928 
at  the  age  of  66. 


Times  Christmas  Appeal 


Readers  wishing  to  contribute  to  either  of  The  Times  Christmas 
charities — the  Everyman  appeal  to  fight  prostate  cancer  and  the 
Bom  Free  Foundation  —  should  complete  the  coupons  below. 
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to  the  Institute  of  Cancer  Research's 
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ULSTER  TALKS  9 


Former  Parachute  Regiroenr  members  in  Whitehall  condemning  Mr  Adams’s  visit 


Adams  greeted  by 
jeers,  cheers  and 
soldier’s  mother 


By  Martin  Fletcher 
CHIEF  IRELAND 
CORRESPONDENT 

fONTY  BLAIR  gave  Gerry 
Adams  not  only  an  hour  at 
Downing  Street  yesterday  but 
also  a  propaganda  coup  that 
Sinn  Fein  has  rarely  enjoyed 
before. 

The  sight  of  Mr  Adams  and 
his  colleagues  entering 
No  10‘s  black  front  door  was 
just  part  of  it.  From  dawn  to 
dusk.  “Gerry  and  his  peace¬ 
makers",  as  they  were  dubbed 
by  the  media,  plugged  their 
republican  cause  in  interviews 
with  reporters  from  Toronto  to 
Tokyo  and  all  points  between. 

Mr  Adams  was  talking  on 
his  mobile  phone  as  his  red 
Toyota  Previa  led  a  four- 
vehicle  motorcade  away  from 
his  Kensington  hotel  shorty 
after  Sam.He  was  talking  to 
Radio  4's  Today  as  he  drove 
pasr  Harvey  Nicholls.  From 
Mam  to  IQam  he  was  on  Nicky 
Campbell's  Radio  Five  Live 
call-in  show. 

With  the  notable  exception 
of  the  calls  from  Northern 
Ireland,  his  exchanges  with  a 
British  public  familiar  with 
IRA  atrocities  were  remark¬ 
ably  cordial.  One  call  was 
from  Colin  Parry,  whose 
young  son  died  in  the  IRA’s 
Warrington  bomb  of  1993-  The 
two  men  had  a  civil  conversa¬ 
tion.  with  Mr  Adams  hoping 
that  other  families  would  not 
have  to  suffer  as  his  had  done. 


Rita  Restorick  with  the 
card  showing  her  son 

Mr  Adams's  stock  answers  to 
more  aggressive  questioners 
were;  "We  have  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  put  all  this  behind  us  . . . 
It’s  no  good  bring  a  nay-sayer 
. . .  Let'S  go  forward,  let’s  be 
positive." 

Yes,  he  would  favour  a 
South  African-style  truth  and 
reconciliation  commission. 
Yes.  he  Iiad  once  claimed 
British  unemployment  benefit 
but  no.  he  did  not  have  a 
British  passport,  nor  did  he 
watch  EastEnders  or  the  Spice 
Girls. 

From  Broadcasting  House 
it  was  on  to  Bookmarks,  a 
socialist  bookshop- in  Blooms¬ 
bury  Street  Mr  Adams 
delegated  the  interviewee's 
role  to  his  colleague.  Martin 
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McGuinness,  while  he  signed 
paperback  copies  of  his  latest 
book.  An  Irish  Voice:  The 
Quest  for  Peace. 

Mr  Adams  slipped  down  to 
the  Thames  Embankment  to 
collect  his  thoughts  before  the 
Great  Encounter.  In  Downing 
Street,  photographers  and 
television  crews  had  been 
gathering  since  early  morn¬ 
ing.  There  were  enough 
aluminium  ladders  for  a  deco¬ 
rators’  convention. 

In  Whitehall,  a  large  crowd 
of  republicans  waving  tri¬ 
colours  faced  an  equally  large 
crowd  of  National  Front  sup¬ 
porters  waving  Union  Sags 
and  cursing  the  I  RA_The 
“Shinners"  arrived  at  1.42pm 
and  were  greeted  by  jeers  and 
cheers  in  equal  measure  and 
the  occasional  ary  of  •‘murder¬ 
ers".  They  walked  up 
Downing  Street,  to  be  met  by 
Rita  Restorick.  mother  of  the 
last  British  soldier  killed  in 
Northern  Ireland,  who  had 
been  admitted  by  officials 
from  No  10. 

She  handed  Mr  Adams  a 
Christmas  card  bearing  a 
picture  of  a  dove  and  a  photo 
of  her  son.  Stephen.  She  said 
that  she  favoured  the  meeting 
but  wanted  to  make  sure  the 
publicity  was  balanced. 

The  door  of  No  10  opened  to 
admit  the  political  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  IRA  into  the  heart 
of  the  British  Establishment. 
Eighty  minutes  later  they 
emerged  for  another  lengThy 
press  conference.  After  that  it 
was  off  to  Mill  bank  for  yet 
more  interviews  before  catch¬ 
ing  the  9.20pm  flight  home 
from  Heathrow. 

□  After  the  No  10  meeting. 
Gerry  Adams  ignored  a  ques¬ 
tion  in  English  from  a  British 
journalist  and  answered  in 
Irish  a  question  posed  in  Irish. 
He  learnt  the  language  in  the 
Maze  prison  but  does  not  have 
the  fluency  of  a  native  speaker. 

The  language  is  fluently 
spoken  by  4  per  cent  of  the  3.6 
million  people  in  Ireland. 
Banned  by  17th  century  Brit¬ 
ish  colonialists,  Irish  is  under¬ 
going  a  revival  and  its 
nationalist  connotations  have 
faded. 

Leading  article,  page  23 
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From  left  Martin  Ferris.  Martin  McGuinness.  Gerry  Adams.  Lucilita  Bhreatnach  and  Siobhan  O’Hanlon 

Shadow  of  IRA  hangs  over  No  10 


By  Martin  Fletcher 

FOUR  of  the  seven-member  Sinn  Fein 
delegation  that  visited  Downing  Street 
yesterday  have  IRA  convictions,  and 
three  have  been  named  as  members  of 
the  terrorists'  ruling  army  council. 

Geny  Adams.  49.  is  Sinn  Fein’s 
president  and  MP  for  West  Belfast. 
Despite  his  denials,  security  sources 
believe  he  is  a  former  commander  of  the 
IRA’s  Belfast  battalion  and  now  first 
among  equals  on  the  army  council.  He 
has  been  interned,  but  never  convicted  of 
a  terrorist  offence. 

Martin  McGuinness.  47.  is  MP  for 


Mid-Ulster  and  Sinn  Fein's  chief  negotia¬ 
tor  at  the  Stormont  peace  talks.  He  was 
twice  convicted  for  IRA  membership  in 
the  Irish  Republic  and  was  active  during 
the  Troubles.  He,  too.  is  believed  to  be  on 
the  army  council  although  he  denies  iL 
Martin  Ferris,  from  Co  Kerry,  is  also 
said  to  be  a  member  of  the  seven-man 
army  council  and  is  a  member  of  Sinn 
Fein's  national  executive.  He  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  ten  years'  imprisonment  in  1984 
for  seeking  to  smuggle  seven  tons  of 
weapons  into  Ireland  from  America  on 
the  trawler  Marita  Ann.  His  presence  on 
the  delegation  was  evidently  designed  to 
reassure  republican  hardliners  sceptical 


of  the  peace  process.  Siobhan  O'Hanlon, 
another  member  uf  Sinn  Feints  national 
executive,  was  jailed  for  seven  years  in 
1983  for  possessing  explosives.  She  is  the 
niece  of  Joe  Cahill,  the  grand  old  man  of 
Irish  republicanism  - 
Richard  McAulev.  Gerry  Adams's  44- 
y ear-old  press  officer,  was  sentenced  to 
ten  years’  imprisonment  in  1974  for 
planting  a  bomb  in  Belfast 
Lucilita  Bhreatnach.  Sinn  Fein’s  gener¬ 
al  secretary,  is  a  member  of  a  prominent 
republican  family  from  Dublin. 

Michelle  Gildemew,  the  seventh  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  delegation,  heads  Sinn  Fein's 
British  desk. 


Inquiry 
into 
escape 
of  Maze 
killer 

By  At1  urey'  Maiicl 

IRELAND  CORBESHONDLV1 


MO  MOWLAM  ha:,  ord¬ 
ered  an  inquiry  after  a 
convicted  IRA  killer  es¬ 
caped  from  the  Maze  pris¬ 
on  dressed  as  3  woman. 

The  Nonhem  Ireland 
Secretary  said  the  escape 
was  an  appalling  lapse  of 
security.  "I  want  to  find  out 
whar  happened  and  make 
sure  it  doesn't  happen 
again.”  she  said  yesterday. 

Police  on  both  sides  of 
the  bonier  are  searching 
for  Liam  Averill.  32.  who 
was  sentenced  to  life  im¬ 
prisonment  for  the  murder 
of  two  Protestants,  shortly 
before  the  IRA  announced 
its  1994  ceasefire.  He  was 
smuggled  out  of  prison 
with  a  group  of  women  and 
children  attending  a  Christ¬ 
mas  parry  tm  Wednesday. 

Averill.  who  is  not  mar¬ 
ried  and  has  no  children, 
was  one  of  148  prisoners 
an  ending  the  party  in  the 
prison  gym.  The  event  is 
normally  for  prisoners’ 
partners  and  children  but 
AveriHs  sisier  and  child¬ 
ren  were  allowed  to  arrend. 

According  w  prison 
sources,  he  dressed  up  in 
women's  clothing,  believed 
to  have  been  smuggled  into 
the  prison  the  previous 
day.  He  left  in  the  prison 
bus  with  the  women  and 
children  in  the  early  eve¬ 
ning.  The  bus  dropped  him 
outside  in  the  car  park. 

Prison  officials  were  to¬ 
tally  unaware  of  the  escape 
until  Padraic  Wilson,  the 
IRA  commanding  officer  of 
Republican  prisoners,  told 
a  prison  warden  to  check 
the  number  of  prisoners. 

Averill  was  found  guilty 
in  1994  of  murdering  two 
men;  Alan  Smith,  a  40- 
year-old  UDR  soldier,  and 
John  McCloy.  28.  in 
Garvagh.  Co  London¬ 
derry.  Frances  Smith,  the 
dead  soldier  s  mother,  yes¬ 
terday  said  that  Averill 
“should  never  be  allowed 
to  see  daylight  again". 


Averill;  killed  two 
Protestants  in  1994 
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For  | list  3vp. 


H  auld  acquaintance  beforgoc,  then  thank  heavens  for  the  Cable  & 
Wireless  offer  on  UK  long  distance  calls.  Whether  you  call  Aunt 
Lorfia  on  Christmas  Day,  Boxing  Day,  or  New  Year’s  Day,  it  doesn't 
mansr  how  long  it  takes  to  catch  up,  it  won't  cost  more  than  50p. 
On  these  three  days  (as  well  a$  every  Saturdayand  Sunday  up  to 
31  December- 1997),  every  UK  long  distance  call  will  be  charged  at 


die  normal  rate  until  it  reaches  SOp.  After  that,  you  can  stay  on  the 
phone  for  as  foqg  as  you  like  without  paying  a  penny  more. 

This  seasonal  offer  is  just  one  of  the  many  ways  we  can  save  you 
money  or.  your  calls  every  day  of  (he  week.  So.  for  a  Merry  Christinas 
and  a  very  prosperous  New  Year,  see  how  much  you  could  save  with 
Cable  &  Wireless.  quoting  RTIMCL 


CABLE  &  WIRELESS 

What  C3JT  we  do  for  you? 


Jj.ImlliM  •T'r  ro  ,T^£»5a) naitenU  UK  c^h.  C»ta  to  ownbera  (lottadU*  nwbUai)  <=*S  nod«  the  CjSc  SWtre)«*  Mins  Card  do  not  qnailfjr  for  chh  promoiloiv'nw  ofof  ^  onljr  jva&ihJe  to SnartCafl, UK-Cai  wd  LtJCiKji  cuOi,m«rs. 
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World  of  football  bids 
farewell  to  Bremner 

_ _  1 1  .  .  "  '1  urhiip  and  vdlnw. 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 

THE  funeral  of  the  Leeds  and 
Scotland  soccer  star  Billy 
Bremner  turned  into  a  wo- 
hour  celebration  of  a  great 

snorrine  life  yesterday. 

Father  Jerry  Harney  old 
the  mourners  that  he  sa 
Bremner  play  in  a  Europe^ 
Cup  semi-final  against  Ceinu- 
-I  saw  him  crack  one  in  from 
40  yards  and  the  throngs  just 
went  wild  with  joy. 

“It  was  an  immortal  mo¬ 
ment.  Billy  served  his  country 
at  football  with  passion  and 
pride:  it  was  the  only  way  he 

knew." 

Alex  Ferguson,  the  Man¬ 
chester  United  manager  had 
flown  back  from  Italy  after  his 
side's  1-0  defeat  by  Juventus 
the  night  before.  He  said  of 
Bremner  “1  had  known  him 
for  a  long  time.  He  still  had 
the  same  great  enthusiasm  for 
Leeds.  He  was  a  great  player 
for  Leeds  3nd  Scotland." 

Bremner  died  suddenly  a 
week  ago.  two  days  before  his 
55th  birthday,  after  sufferings 
suspected  heart  artack  at  his 
home  in  Conisborough.  South 
Yorkshire.  He  was  cremated 
at  Rosehill  crematorium,  near 
Doncaster,  after  a  Juneral 
service  at  Sr  Mary’s  Church. 
New-  Edlington.  where  hun¬ 
dreds  of  fans,  many  in  tears, 
stood  outside  in  silence  to 
listen  to  the  Mass. 

Among  the  mourners  were 
many  of  Bremner ‘s  fellow 
players  in  the  great  Leeds 
United  teams  of  the  19o0s  and 


Mourners  clockwise  from  top  left  Paul  Reaney,  Alex 
Ferguson,  Norman  Hunter  and  Allan  Clarke 


1970s.  including  Eddie  Gray, 
perer  Larimer.  Terry  Yorath, 
Norman  Hunter.  Allan 
Clarke.  Paul  Reaney.  Terry 
Cooper.  Johnny  Giles  and 
Gordon  McQueen. 

Clarke  gave  a  reading  dur¬ 
ing  the  service  and  Lorimer 
said  afterwards:  “It's  such  a 
tragedy  thar  he  died  so  young, 
but  I  am  proud  to  have  known 


him  and  to  have  had  the 
honour  of  playing  with  him." 

Also  present  were  the  for¬ 
mer  Manchester  United  stars. 
Nobby  Stiles  and  Joe  Jordan, 
as  well  as  David  Batty,  play¬ 
ing  in  the  current  Newcastle 
United  team,  and  the  Barnsley 
manager,  Danny  Wilson. 

Tlie  coffin,  covered  with 
flowers  in  the  Leeds  colours  of 


purple,  white  and  yellow,  was 
followed  into  the  church  by 
Bremnefs  wife.  Vicki,  and  his 
children.  Billy.  Donna  and 
Amanda. 

Among  the  tributes  was  a 
wreath  from  Gordan  Straehan 
and  Gary  McAllister,  who 
followed  Bremner  as  team 
captains.  Their  card  read:  “To 
Leeds  United’s  greatest  cap- 
lain.  It  is  an  honour  to  Mow 
in  your  footsteps.” 

During  the  two-hour  service 
Alex  Smith,  one  of  BremneCs 
childhood  friends,  spoke  of  the 
small  man  making  a  big 
impression  from  his  earliest 
days.  "One  evening  in  1956. 1 
was  playing  for  an  amateur 
side  in  Stirling."  he  said. 
“There  were  about  15  of  us 
training.  This  little  lad  sidled 
up  ai  the  side  of  the  park  and 
asked  if  he  could  get  a  game. 
He  was  134  at  the  time  and 
because  he  was  so  small  he 
was  told  he  couldn’t  play. 

"But  I  spake  up  for  him  as  1 
wanted  to  even  up  the  sides.  It 
was  one  of  the  best  moves  1 
ever  did  because  he  played  on 
my  side.  He  was  the  best 
schoolboy  footballer  I  have 
ever  seen,  he  could  dribble, 
pass,  shoot  and  tackle. 

“Arsenal  and  Chelsea 
thought  Billy  was  too  small. 
But  at  15  he  went  to  Leeds  and 
even  played  against  Stanley 
Matthews  who  was  46  at  the 
time.  He  was  a  clever  player 
and  so  skilful.  He  was  a  leader 
of  men.  He  had  a  burning 
ambition  and  a  wonderful 
spirit." 


player,  talking  to  Peter  Unimer.  a  teammale  ofBTmner  a!  L^eds 
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Refugee  in 
sex  attack 
faces  being 
deported 

By  a  correspondent 

AN  African  refugee,  who  was 
housed  and  given  Income 
Support  after  arriving  in  Do¬ 
ver  as  a  stowaway  aboard  a 
ship,  attempted  to  rape  a  23- 
year-old  woman  ten  -months 
iatoTi  an  Old  Bailey  jugge  was 
told  yesterday.  .  ” 

Freddy  KMosi.'  25.  had  so 
abused  Britain's  hospitality 
that  Judge  Ann  Goddard.  QG 
jailed  him  for  six  years  and 
recommended  him  for  depor¬ 
tation  even  though  she  was 
told  that  he  faced  death  in  his 
homeland,  Burundi.  Kitosi  is 
a  Hutu,  a  tribe  that  was  said  to 
have  been  massacred  by  the 
dominant  Tutsi  tribesmen. 

But  die  judge  said:  “I  am  not 
jn  a  position  to  assess  your 
position  if  you  are  returned 
there."  She  said  that  she  had 
decided  that  his  continued 
presence  was  detrimental  to 
this  country  and  it  would  be 
for  the  Home  Secretary  to 
decide  whether  the  deporta¬ 
tion  order  should  be  carried 
out  Kitosi  was  said  to  have 
been  caught  because  of  the 
bravery  of  a  passer-by. 

Alan  Jones,  40.  a  restaura¬ 
teur,  was  awarded  £200  by  the 
judge  as  a  token  of  the  court’s 
appreciation.  He  was  said  to 
have  leapt  over  a  fence  when 
he  heard  a  woman  screaming 
in  long  grass  at  Brook  Green, 
Hammersmith,  West  London, 
on  March  5. 

Stephen  Holt,  prosecuting, 
said  that  Kitosi  had  been 
strangling  his  23-y ear-old  vic¬ 
tim,  an  hotel  management 
trainee,  into  submission. 
When  he  saw  Mr  Jones  run¬ 
ning  towards  him  he  fled. 
After  a  tong  chase,  during 
which  he  had  threatened  to 
shoot  Mr  Jones,  he  was  caught 
and  arrested. 

Kitosi.  of  Hammersmith, 
pleaded  guflty  at  an  earlier 
hearing  and  was  convicted  of 
attempted  rape.  He  had  arri¬ 
ved  in  Dover  in  May  1996. 


Burglars’ 
victim,  90, 
dies  in 
hospital 

By  Paul  Wilkinson 

A  MURDER  inquiry  has  been 
launched-  after  an  elderly  wid¬ 
ower  died  without  regaining 
consciousness  il  days  after 
being  left  bound  and  gagged 
overnight  by  thieves  who  ran¬ 
sacked  his  unheated  home. 

Thomas  Hall,  90,  a  retired 
dvil  servantrwho  was  appoint¬ 
ed  an  MBE  for  his  work  with 
the  health  service,  suffered  a 
stroke  during  the  attack  at  his 
detached  house  in  the  Heaton 
district  of  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne,  where  he  was  watching 
television. 

Detective  Chief  Inspector 
Tan  Sharp  promised  to  catch 
the  culprits  "no  matter  what 
lengths  we  have  to  go  to".  He 
said:  "Someone  out  there 
knows  who  was  responsible 
for  tiiis  utterly  appalling  and 
cruel  crime.  Mr  Hall  was  an 
innocent  old  man  sitting 
peacefully  in  his  own  home 
when  it  was  violated  and  he 
was  beaten  and  bound  up 
before  being  left  to  die. 

“He  was  a  good  man  who 
woriked  hard  enough  to  be 
awarded  the  honour  of  MBE. 
No  one  deserves  this  and  Mr 
Hall  most  certainly  did  not." 

He  said  there  was  a  E5.000 
reward  for  information  lead¬ 
ing  to  a  conviction.  “There  are 
seme  crimes  that  are  so  low 
that  known  criminals  will  help 
the  police,  and  I  believe  this  is 
one  of  them,"  he  said. 

Mr  Hall  was  beaten,  bound 
and  gagged  and  then  tied  to  a 
chair  by  the  raiders  who 
ransacked  his  house.  They 
disconnected  his  telephone 
and  cut  off  the  electricity 
supply,  switching  off  his 
hating. 

Mr  Hall  was  not  found  until 
the  next  morning  when  his 
home  help  discovered  him 
suffering  from  hypothermia, 
still  tied  in  his  chair.  Staff  at 
Newcastle  General  Hospital 
fought  to  save  him.  but  he  died 
yesterday,  still  unconscious. 
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Shakespeare  land 
deed  fails  to  sell 

By  A  Staff  Reporter 
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ONE  of  only  13  existing 
documents  known  to  have 
been  handled  by  William 
Shakespeare  failed  to  sell  at 
Sotheby's  yesterday. 

A  deed  by  which  the  play¬ 
wright  purchased  107  acres  of 
land  in  Stratford-upon-Avon, 
the  only  such  Shakespearean 
document  still  in  private 
hands,  had  been  expected  to 
sell  for  up  to  £300.000. 

Instead,  bidding  came  to  a 
halt  at  £200.000.  well  below 
the  auctioneers'  low  estimate 
or  the  vendor's  reserve.  The 
deed  was,  the  auctioneers 
admitted,  an  "unpreposses¬ 
sing"  legal  notice,  but  it 
showed  that  the  Land  near 
Stratford  had  been  bought  by 
Shakespeare  in  1602. 

Experts  thought  it  unlikely 
any  other  document  relating 
so  closely  to  the  dramatist 


would  ever  come  up  for  sale. 
The  other  12  documents  refer* 
ring  to  his  private  life  are 
owned  by  public  institutions 
in  Britain  and  America. 

Shakespeare  paid  £320  for 
the  land.  Peter  BeaL  of 
Sotheby's,  said:  “At  today's 
prices  that. is  about  £150,000, 
so  this  shows  how  Shake¬ 
speare  had  prospered."  The 
document  “would  have  been 
worth  millions"  had  it  been 
signed  by  him. 

The  land  -  two  field; 
"wwn  as  Toppe  and  Unde 
Rowley  near  the  preser 
Guild  Street,  and  ten  acres  i 
water  meadows  —  is  no 
covered  by  houses. 

The  deed  had  been  offer 
tor  sale  by  the  trustees  of  t 
estate  of  the  Earl  of  Warwi 
and  may  now  be  reoffered 
future  date. 


! 

I 


_ _ _  ,,  _ 


Mirp cl 

•  ■>-•***  Ik 

-  •  artHl 

-■* 

Nuiuiti 

‘ ' 4ai 
C-.vjtn 

■■  _4V 

-feJl 

sh m 

to  w 

-  ■"'/ 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  12 1997 


Garden  created 
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THE  retired  couple  who  spent 
almost  £10,000  and  eight 
years  turning  a  rubbish  tip 
into  a  garden  have  lost  their 
year-long  fight  against  a  coun- 
ciJ  ban.  They  have  been  told  to 
plough  the  site  up  hpr^.^  jt 
does  not  have  planning 
permission. 

In  1989,  Martin  and  Pauline 

Leadley  paid  a  farmer  £8,000 

for  an  acre  of  green  belt 
behind  their  home  in  the 
village  of  CropweU  Butler, 
Nottinghamshire,  ft  was 
being  used  as  a  dump  and 
they  took  up  the  back-break¬ 
ing  challenge  of  shifting  the 
rusting  bikes,  cookers,  car 
parts,  tyres  and  mattresses 
before  starting  their  garden 

Last  year  Rushdiffe  Bor¬ 
ough  Council  said  the  couple 
had  broken  planning  laws 
and  would  have  to  return  the 
site  to  its  original  state.  After 
protests,  the  council  has 
decided  that  the  garden  must 
be  replaced  by  90  trees,  plant¬ 
ed  at  the  Leadleys*  expense  by 
next  March. 

.Mrs  Leadley,  68,  said:  “It 
was  just  an  awkward  comer  of 
the  Geld  as  far  as  the  farmer 
was  concerned.  Now  all  that 
work  will  go  to  waste.  It*s  been 
very  stressful  and  caused  a  lot 
of  sleepless  nights.  In  a  way. 
I'm  glad  it's  over,  but  we’re 
both  very  disappointed  it's 
ended  this  way. 

“The  only  alternative  was  to 
fight  the  council  in  the  courts 


A  retired  couple's 
eight-year  project 
will  be  sacrificed 
to  planning 
laws,  reports 
Adam  Fresco 


on  an  appeal,  but  we’ve  spo¬ 
ken  to  people  who  have  taken 
similar  action  and  we’ve 
learnt  that  that  could  take  up 
to  five  years  and  cost  thou¬ 
sands  of  pounds.  We  are  both 
coming  up  to  70  years  of  age 
and  we  certainly  don't  feel  like 
a  five-year  fight.  We  have 
already  found  the  last  year 
stressful  enough. 

“It's  been  very  difficult 
because  we  are  keen  garden¬ 
ers  and  half  the  enjoyment  of 
gardening  is  in  the  anticipa¬ 
tion.  Every  seed  you  sow,  you 
think,  ‘I  wonder  whether  Ill 
actually  see  a  flower  grow?* 
Now  we  know  that  won’t 
happen.  All  the  flowers  in  the 
garden  will  have  to  go." 

When  the  couple  bought  the 
land,  it  never  occurred  to  them 
that  they  would  need  planning 
permission.  Gardens  are  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  part  of  residen¬ 
tial  development  and  subject 


to  planning  restrictions  if  they 
are  within  a  green  belt. 

The  Leadleys  will  have  to 
spend  more  than  £1.000  plant¬ 
ing  die  trees.  Mrs  Leadley 
said:  “The  council  have  said 
they  will  be  monitoring  our 
work,  so  we’ve  still  got  Big 
Brother  watching  over  us.  I 
fed  very  sad  we’ve  lost  the 
garden." 

Jim  Coilinson,  the  bor¬ 
ough’s  assistant  director  of 
planning,  said:  “The  council 
has  been  far  from  bureaucrat¬ 
ic  about  this.  We’ve  been 
flexible,  carried  out  negotia¬ 
tions  and  reached  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  Leadleys.  There 
were  many  options  open  to 
them  —  they  could  have 
grazed  sheep  on  the  land. 

“They  will  have  to  pay  for 
the  work  and  carry  it  out  since 
they  have  built  something 
without  getting  permission 
first  The  remedy  is  in  their 
hands.  It  was  a  very  important 
principle  which  has  been  re¬ 
solved  in  a  flexible  and  sensi¬ 
tive  way." 
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The  acre  of  green  belt  that  the  Leadleys  bought  for  £8,000:  “It  was  just  an  awkward  comer  of  the  field  as  far  as 


the  farmer  was  concerned” 
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Martin  and  Pauline  Leadley;  flowers  will  have  to  go 


Student 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


jumped  to  Police  to 
death  in  mark  cards 
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essay  panic  for  thieves 


By  Adam  Fresco 


A  STUDENT  jumped  to  his 
death  after  two  weeks  at 
Cambridge  University, 
because  he  panicked  about 
being  unable  to  finish  an  essay 
on  time,  an  inquest  was  told 
yesterday. 

Jack  Davies,  IS.  a  language 
student  at  Queens'  College, 
had  already  missed  two  other 
deadlines.  After  a  night  out 
with  friends  when  he  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  in  a  good  mood, 
he  returned  to  his  room  to  try 
to  finish  his  work.  His  body 
was  found  at  the  bottom  of  the 
four-storey  building. 

Nat  Cary,  a  Home  Office 
pathologist,  told  the  inquest  in 
Cambridge  that  two  small 
knife  wounds  had  been  found 
on  the  student’s  body,  one  on 
his  lower  chest  and  one  on  his 
left  wrist  A  small  kitchen 
knife  was  in  his  room. 

Mr  Davies  had  A-grade  A 
levels  in  English,  Music  and 
French.  The  Coroner,  John 
Smith,  said:  “I  think  there  is 
no  doubt  whatsoever  that  Jack 
did  gn  to  the  roof  and  clam¬ 
bered  over  the  parapet 
"He  did  appear  to  have  an 
essay  to  finish.  There  was 
extreme  concern  on  his  part 
ihat  he  didn’t  want  to  be  late, 
because  he  had  missed  a 
couple  of  deadlines. 

“He  did  intend  to  finish  this 
essay.!  flunk  he  became  more 
and  more  apprehensive  about 
it.  This  is  one  of  those  cases 
where  his  anxiety  grew  into  a 
feeling  of  panic.  1  think  it  was 
probably  under  those  sort  of 
circumstances  that  he  went  to 
ihe  roof  and  what  happened, 
happened.” 

Mr  Smith  recorded  an  open 
verdict,  saying  ir  was  dear 
that  the  teenager  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  his  own  death,  but 
that  there  was  not  sufficient 
evidence  for  him  to  record  a 
suicide  verdict. 

.After  the  hearing,  the  stu¬ 
dent’s  mother,  Ann  Davies,  of 
Nutley.  East  Sussex,  said  that 
her  son  appeared  ro  have  no 
problems  after  beginning  coll¬ 
ege.  She  said:  "He  was  very 
excited  about  going  there.  He 
found  it  frantic,  hut  fun.  He 
was  a  very  talented,  bright 
vouns  man.  very  gifted  and 
very  academic.  He  had  a  great 
sense  of  humour  and  lots  of 

friends."  .  .  . 

Cambridge  University  has 
ib  own  counselling  service,  set 
up  28  wars  ago*  It  helps,  an 
average  of  140  students  a 

week. 


Police  at  Holbeck,  Leeds,  are 
delivering  Christinas  cards 
with  a  warning  message  to 
burglars  suspected  of  plagu¬ 
ing  households  with  break- 
ins  last  December.  On  the 
card  is  a  robin  and  star  with 
the  words  "Season’s  Greet¬ 
ings".  but  inside  is  the  pledge 
that  “Holbeck  police  will  be 
actively  targeting  known  bur¬ 
glars  this  Christmas"  and 
telephone  numbers  for  the 
CLD  office  and  Crim estDp- 
pers-  Suspects  will  also  be 
given  a  verbal  warning  when 
the  cards  are  delivered. 


TV  licence  up  £6 


The  cost  of  a  television  licence 
is  to  rise  by  £6  in  the  biggest 
increase  for  more  than  a 
decade,  the  Government  has 
announced.  From  next  April 
the  cost  of  a  colour  licence  will 
increase  from  £91.50  to  £97.50. 
and  a  Mack  and  white  licence 
from  £30  JO  to  £32-50. 


Prisons  post 


Pauline  Clare,  the  Chief  Con¬ 
stable  of  Lancashire,  is  to  join 
the  Prisons  Board  as  an 
adviser  to  Richard  Tilt.  Direc¬ 
tor-General  of  the  Prison  Ser¬ 
vice.  She  wifl  be  one  of  four 
non-executive  directors  of  the 
board  and  will  take  up  her 
post  in  January. 
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7  NEEDLELAST®  CUT  NORDMAN  FIR 
2  l-4m  £18-99 
f  As  illustrated* 

::  •  Excellent  Needle  Retention 
«!  •  Distinctive  Silvery  Blue  Foliage 
.  ,,,  and  Layered  Branches 
*  *  Freshly  cut 

•  Larger  sizes  available 


NEEDLELAST®  CUT  SCOTS  PINE 
OR  L0DGEP0LE  PINE 
1-8m  £24-99 

•  Excellent  Needle  Retention 

•  Distinctive  Long  Needles  and 
Conical  Shape 

•  Freshly  cut 
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LIVING  NORWAY  SPRUCE 

50cm  £4*99  70cm  £14-99 

•  Improved  Needle  Retention 

•  In  Green  Pot  with  Saucer 

•  Pot  Grown 

•  Can  be  planted  in  the  Garden 
after  Christmas 
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Surprise  buy 
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Surplus  boxes  of  clementine 
oranges  bought  at  Dover 
docks  were  found  contain 
cannabis  worth  £40.000.  The 
buyer,  Tim  Hayes,  of  World¬ 
wide  Frith  in  Folkestone, 
called  Customs  and  Excise. 
He  said:  “It  brightened  up  an 
otherwise  doll  market  day.” 
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Suitably  Bond 


DECORATIONS: 
fROM  THE  HOH6BA5E 
‘YUL6TIDE  FFASr  RANGE 


A  tuxedo-style  suit  worn  by 
Sean  Connery  in  the  James 
Bond  film  Diamonds  are 
Forever  sold  for  £9,775  at 
Christie's  In  London  yester¬ 
day.  The  last  of  19  items  of 
Bond  memorabilia  was 
bought  by  Michael  E ism- 
burg,  33,  an  American. 


POTTED  BLUE  SPRUCE 

50cm  £11-99  90cm  09-99 

•  Distinctive  Blue  Green  Foliage 

•  improved  Needle  Retention 

•  Potted  for  your  convenience 

•  In  Red  Pot  with  Saucer 


POTTED  NORWAY  SPRUCE 

90cm  £12-99  Mm  £16-99 

•  improved  Needle  Retention 

•  Potted  for  your  convenience 

•  In  Red  Pot  with  Saucer 


CUT  NORWAY  SPRUCE 
!•••  1-1m  £6-99 
£  •  Freshly  cut 

•  Pruned  for  improved  shape 

•  Larger  sizes  available 


Needlelast*  is  a  name  given  to  several 
varieties  of  tree  which  naturally  have 
the  best  needle  retaining  qualities. 
Needle  last®  is  a  registered  trademark 
ofHomebase  Limited. 


THERE’S  NO  PLACE  LIKE 


Shell-shocked 


mm 


Toddles  the  tortoise  survived 
a  bin  forty’s  rubbish  crusher 
alter  been  thrown  out  with  the 
garden  and  household  waste. 
The  tortoise  was  found  at  the 
dump  and  returned  to  John 
Mollen,  57.  of  Portdiestcr, 
Hampshire,  who  has  owned  it 
since  he  was  II. 
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2  POLITICS  and  government 

Tories  warm  to  plan 
for  party  democracy 
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PLAN  to  throw  Tory  leader- 
nip  elections  open  »  » 
traight  vote  of  the  members 
/ith  no  special  role  for  Mrs  in 
ne  final  decision  is  gaming 
.round  in  the  parliamentary 

tarty.  .  ,  . 

The  proposal  is  being 
lacked  bv  a  growing  number 
,f  new  Tory  MPS  and  front- 
xnchers.  and  privately  by 
ieveral  members  of  the  Snad- 
iw  Cabinet.  They  assert  that  tf 
jvould  make  the  Tories  one  of 
he  most  democratic  pa  rues  m 
western  Europe,  and  far  more 
»  than  the  modernised  Lab¬ 
our  Party. 

At  present  M  Ps  are  the  only 
people  with  a  vote  in  the  party 
leadership  election.  Under  the 
new  plan  they  would  retain 
the  right  to  prompt  a  leader¬ 
ship  election,  and  they  would 
choose  a  shortlist  of  two  or 
three  candidates.  But  there¬ 
after  their  special  role  would 
end.  They  would  have  just  one 
vote  —  as  party  members  not 
as  MPs  —  and  it  would  carry 
the  same  weight  as  that  of  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of 
ordinary  members. 

There  would  be  no  need  for 
a  complicated  electoral  college 
to  determine  the  election.  The 
membership  would  decide  in  a 
ballot.  The  one  member,  one 
vote  (OMOV)  idea  has  grown 
more  attractive  to  MPs  as  a 
behind-the-scenes  struggle 
has  erupted  between  the  Tory 
Old  Guard  and  the  new  intake 
over  increasing  the  say  for 
ordinary  members  in  leader¬ 
ship  elections. 

The  Young  Turks  are  push¬ 
ing  for  members  to  have  at 


MPs  are  being  urged  to  outstrip 
Labour  with  leadership  election 
changes.  Philip  Webster  reports 


least  35  per  cenr  of  the  vote  in 
an  electoral  college,  with  the 
MPs  restricted  to  SO  per  cent. 
The  Old  Guard  want  the 
figure  for  members  restricted 
to  25  per  cent  at  most,  and  a 
handful,  including  the  former 
Cabinei  minister  Douglas 
Hogg,  want  to  resist  pressure 
for  a  bigger  role  for  activists. 
The  OMOV  plan  could  be 
seen  as  a  compromise  because 
it  would  still  give  MPs  the  key 
say  on  who  went  forward  for 
election;  this  would  be  de¬ 
signed  to  meet  the  argument 
of  those  who  argue  that  great¬ 
er  membership  democracy 


Horam;  delighted  by 
growth  in  support 


risks  the  parliamentary  parly 
having  foisted  on  ir  a  candi¬ 
date  in  whom  it  might  have  no 
confidence. 

By  appearing  on  the 
shortlist  all  the  candidates 
would  dearly  have  respectable 
backing  among  MPs.  But 
there  would  be  nothing  to  stop 
the  party  in  the  country  choos¬ 
ing  the  candidate  who  might 
have  bean  second  or  third  on 
the  MPs'  list.  Under  virtually 
all  the  electoral  college  options 
the  parliamentary  party 
would  have  the  right  to 
prompt  elections  and  nomi¬ 
nate  candidates.  The  OMOV 
plan  is  backed  by  several 
frontbenchers  and  former 
ministers,  including  John 
Horam.  the  Treasury  spokes¬ 
man  Tim  Boswell,  Robert 
Jackson  and  Richard 
Ottaway. 

The  new  members  who 
have  voiced  support  for  it 
include  James  Gray.  Andrew 
Lansley,  Keith  Simpson.  Tere¬ 
sa  May  and  Howard  Flight. 
William  Hague,  who  favours 
a  big  increase  in  party  democ¬ 
racy.  is  reported  by  colleagues 
to  view  the  idea  with  interest, 
and  some  of  his  closest  allies 
in  the  Shadow  Cabinet  and  on 
the  front  bench  believe  it 
would  be  a  radical  advance  in 
modernising  the  parly. 

Tory  pro-reform  campaign¬ 


ers  are  likely  to  argue  that  the 
plan  would  still  leave  too 
much  power  in  the  hands  of 
MPs  because  of  their  sole  right 
to  nominate.  However,  sane 
privately  admit  that  a  100  per 
cent  OMOV  system  for  the 
election  itself  would  be  a  huge 
advance  for  party  democracy 
on  a  system  in  which  until 
now  die  MPs  have  held  all  the 
cards.  Ai  present  the  option 
of  an  electoral  college  with  a 
35-40  per  cent  vote  for  mem¬ 
bers  remains  the  most  likely 
outcome  of  the  debate  among 
MPs  that  will  end  next  week. 

Mr  Horam  said  yesterday 
that  it  was  “not  yet  a  majority 
view"  but  that  he  had  been 
delighted  by  the  growth  in 
support  for  the  proposal.  “In 
my  view  it  would  send  an 
electric  current  through  Brit¬ 
ish  politics."  he  said.  "We 
would  overtake  Labour  in 
terms  of  party  democracy  and 
the  prospect  of  fuller  participa¬ 
tion  would  help  us  attract 
younger  members." 

The  plan,  however,  would 
be  more  than  many  some 
senior  members  of  die  1922 
Committee  could  stomach.  Sir 
Archibald  Hamilton,  the 
chairman,  has  repeatedly 
made  dear  that  MPs  must 
have  the  dominant  role. 

He  said  last  week;  “We  don’t 
want  to  overreach  ourselves  so 
that  we  end  up  with  a  leader  of 
the  parly  who  does  not  com¬ 
mand  the  support  of  the 
majority  of  the  parliamentary 
party.  The  higher  the  percent¬ 
age  that  goes  to  the  outside, 
the  more  likely  that  will 
happen.” 


Television  chef  Jennifer  Paterson  being  greeted  by  Gherie  Blair  at  this  week's  Downing  Street  “general  reception 


By  Polly  Newton 

WHEN  is  a  party  not  a  party? 
When  it  is  held  at  the  taxpay¬ 
er's  expense  h  seems. 

It  was  a  subject  exercising 
the  minds  of  Whitehall  press 
officers  yesterday  after  it  was 
disclosed  that  eight  govern¬ 
ment  departments  spent  a 
total  £7.4  million  on  “official 
hospitality"  in  the  five  months 
after  Labour  came  to  power. 

The  figures,  supplied  by 
ministers  in  response  to  writ¬ 
ten  questions  bom  the  Liberal 
Democrat  Treasury  spokes¬ 
man.  Malcolm  Bruce,  were 
released  on  Wednesday  eve¬ 
ning  as  Tony  Blair  welcomed 
celebrity  guests  such  as  the 
actor  John  Thaw,  the  disc 
jockeys  Chris  Evans  and  Zoe 


Redecorate 
this  Christmas 


Canadian  Pine 
Artificial  Christmas 
Tree  4ft 

£14.99 


Artificial  Christmas 
wreath  decoration  in 
burgundy  and  gold, 
diameter  12” 


Rattan  basket  with 
Christmas  decoration 

£6.49 


Over  90  banging 
Christmas  decorations4 


Planted  Christmas 
Arrangements 


IT  ALL 


from  £5.99 


OO  IT  AIL  HfcLmjNE  Nip  ind  advice  7  days  a  w*«k  0300  436 


OdmHttfMt  to  MlfiMKF.  'Bw*  contact  the  Kefelna  for  atoddrto.  tCMMw  rtornnttini  i&bm  start  (no 


Whitehall  rejects 
the  party  line 
as  bill  tops  £7m 


Ball,  and  Jennifer  Paterson  of 
the  television  chef  duo  Two 
Fat  Ladies  to  his  sixth 
Downing  Street  bash  since 
May  1.  At  the  same  time;  47 
Labour  MPs  were  preparing 
to  rebel  against  a  cut  in  single- 
parent  benefit  that  will  cost 
new  claimants  up  to  £11  a 
week  from  ApriL 

Mr  Bruce  accused  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  getting  its  priori¬ 
ties  wrong  and  claimed  that 
£7.4  million  would  more  than 
cover  the  cost  of  maintaining 
benefit  levels  next  year  for 
new  claims  by  single  parents. 

A  Downing  Street  spokes¬ 
man  was  quick  to  point  out 
that  the  Cabinet  Office,  whose 
hospitality  budget  covers 
Downing  Street  had  spent 
only  £18,789  on  entertaining 
between  May  1  and  Septem¬ 
ber  30.  He  was  also  anxious  to 


dispel  a  common  misconcep¬ 
tion  about  Mr  Blair's  gather¬ 
ings,  which,  he  said,  cost 
between  £2.000  and  £3.000 
each.  “I  wouldn't  call  them 
parties  as  su  A.  They  are  what 
we  call  general  receptions." 

He  said  that  they  offered 
the  Prime  Minister  a  chance 
to  meet  people  from  ail  walks 
of  life  and  thank  them  for 
their  contribution.  “The 
media  concentrate  simply  on 
well-known  faces  from  the 
aits,  entertainment  and  the 
media  . . .  that  sometimes 
gives  a  mistaken  impression 
that  these  are  some  sort  of 
showbusiness  party,  which 
actually  they  are  not" 

A  Treasury  spokesman  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  much  of  the 
departmenrs  £193,000  expen¬ 
diture  on  hospitality  had  been 
spent  on  parties.  But  he 


added:  “There  is  a  distinction 
between  what  some  might  call 
a  party  and  others  might  call  a 
reception."  . 

At  the  Department  of 
Health  —  hospitality  hill 
£56,000  for  five  months  —  a 
spokeswoman  said  there  had 
been  no  “major  receptions". 
However,  sbe  admitted  to  “a 
few  small  getting-to-know- 
you  meetings" 

A  spokeswoman  for  the 
Department  for  the  Environ¬ 
ment.  Transport  and  the  Re¬ 
gions  said  that  its  £165,000  bill 
covered  everything  from  the 
tea  and  biscuits  given  to 
journalists  at  press  confer¬ 
ences  to  the  catering  for  big 
events.  Asked  whether  it 
covered  parties. .  she  said: 
“You  mean  official  ministerial 
functions?  Yes." 

Only  the  Department  of 
Culture.  Media  and  Sport  was 
prepared  to  admit  throwing  a 
party,  perhaps  because,  with  a 
hospitality  bill  of  £7.000  for 
five  months,  it  can  claim  to  be 
die  lowest  spender  to  submit 
figures  so  far.  The  Foreign 
Office  was  the  biggest  spend¬ 
er,  sdoending  £4.8  million  on 
hospitality  around  the  world 
from  May  1  to  September  30. 


‘Usual  suspects’ joined 
by  rebel  newcomers 


Bv  James  Landale  and  Jill  Sherman 


THE  names  of  Ken  Living¬ 
stone  and  Dennis  Skinner 
have  long  been  familiar 
among  the  ranks  of  Labour 
dissenters.  But  Wednesday 
night’s  revolt  against  the  Gov¬ 
ernment’s  plans  to  cut  single¬ 
parent  benefits  revealed  a 
previously  unknown  pool  of 
rebels  whose  cards  have  been 
marked  by  the  whips. 

In  total.  47  labour  MPs 
defied  the  Government  and 
voted  against  the  cuts.  Of 
those,  22  were  members  of  the 
Campaign  Group  of  hard-left 
MPls.  These  included  MPS 
such  as  Mr  Livingstone,  Mr 
Skinner.  Tony  Benn,  Diane 
Abbott  and  Jeremy  Corbyn. 
The  whips  refer  to  them  as 
“the  usual  suspects". 

The  rebels  also  included 
wdl-known  campaigners  for 
single  parents’  rights  such  as 
Alice  Mahon,  Maria  Fyfe, 
Roger  Berry  and  Gwyneth 
Dunwoody.  But  12  MPS  from 
the  new  general  election  in¬ 
take  also  voted  against  the 
Government.  They  were  Har¬ 
old  Best.  Martin  Caton,  David 
Chaytor,  John  Cryer.  Hilton 
Dawson,  Jim  Dobbin,  Ian 
Gibson.  Brian  Iddon,  Kelvin 
Hopkins,  Mike  Wood.  Ian 
Stewart  and  John  McDonnell. 

A  farther  57  Labour  MPs 
did  not  take  part  in  the  vote. 
Some  20  of  those,  including 
four  Cabinet  ministers  —  Rob¬ 
in  Cook,  John  Prescott,  Jack 
Straw,  and  Michael  Meacher 
— had  been  given  formal  leave 


by  the  whips  to  miss  the  vote. 
But  14  MPS.  many  of  whom 
spoke  against  the  move,  point¬ 
edly  abstained  while  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  chamber.  These 
deliberate  abstainers  con¬ 
tained  some  familiar  rebels 
such  as  Julie  and  Rhodri 
Morgan,  the  husband  and 
wife  MPs  from  Cardiff  North 
and  West,  and  George  Gallo¬ 
way,  Chris  Mullin  and  Harry 
Cohen. 

But  the  rebel  abstainers  also 
included  some  new  MPs:  Di¬ 
ana  Organ,  William  Rammeil, 
Tony  McWaJter,  John  Nay- 
smith  and  Huw  Edwards. 

Of  the  23  other  abstainers, 
some  had  been  given  the  week 
off  to  spend  time  in  their 
constituencies  and  were  not 
required  to  vote.  But  others 
abstained  by  staying  out  of  the 
chamber  during  the  division. 

In  effect,  the  47  rebels  and  25 
deliberate  abstainers  combine 
to  form  a  band  of  MPs  who 
may  defy  the  whips  again. 
Many,  especially  the  old 
guard,  are  those  overlooked 
by  Tony  Blair  when  he  ap¬ 
pointed  his  Government  The 
new  mavericks  are  those  who 
realise  that  their  chances  of 
preferment  are  neglibie  given 
the  hundreds  of  ultra-loyal 
new  Labour  MPs  and  who 
believe  that  a  principled  —  if 
disloyal  —  stand  will  best 
ensure  their  re-election. 

Yesterday  they  found  that 
the  Chief  Whip,  Nick  Brown, 
had  shed  his  traditional  man¬ 


tle  of  harsh  discipline  in  the 
interests  of  uniting  the  party. 
There  had  been  talk  of  pos¬ 
sible  suspensions  and  other 
forms  of  severe  disciplinary 
action  for  anyone  who  voted 
against  the  third  reading  of 
the  Social  Security  .Bill.  Sus¬ 
pension  under  new  rules  intro¬ 
duced  this  year  means  that 
MPS  are  unable  to  attend 
parliamentary  party  meet¬ 
ings,  or  backbench  commit¬ 
tees.  do  not  get  information 
from  the  whips  about  votes 
and  are  generally  ostracised  at 
Westminster.  Suspended  MPS 
are  also  unable  to  attend 
official  constituency  meetings 
or  take  part  in  party  functions. 

Yesterday  the  whips  chose 
instead  to  report  three  MPs  to 
Che  National  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  and  give  the  other  44 
MPs  who  voted  against  the 
Government  “a  dressing 
down"  Over  the  years  MF? 
are  said  to  have  broken  down 
in  the  Chief  Whip’s  office  at  12 
Downing  Street  and  his  room 
in  the  Commons.  The  whips 
know  a  huge  amount  about 
MPs' personal  and  profession¬ 
al  lives. 

Yesterday  Mr  Brown  and 
his  team  were  keeping  silent 
for  fear  of  aggravating  a 
delicate  situation  but  aft  47 
MPs  are  to  be  seen  by  either 
him  or  his  assistants  over  the 
next  few  weeks. 

Leading  article 
and  Letters,  page  23 


Forte  for  funds  at 
Tory  think-tank 


By  Nicholas  Wood 

SIR  ROCCO  FORTE,  who 
salvaged  a  £300  million 
family  fortune  out  of  the 
humiliating  loss  of  his 
father's  hotel  chain,  has 
been  made  treasurer  of  one 
of  the  main  Conservative 
think-tanks.  He  will  take 
over  from  the  Dixons  boss 
Sir  Stanley  Kaims  as  the 
chief  fund-raiser  for  the 
Centre  for  Policy  Studies  in 
the  new  year. 

Tessa  Keswick,  director  of  gatherirt 
the  Centre  founded  by  Mar-  in  the  C 
garet  Thatcher  and  Sir 
Keith  Joseph  m  the  mid- 
1970s.  said  yesterday  that  Sir 
Roccn's  job  would  be  to 
raise  “zflbons  of  pounds"  to 
underpin  a  Tory  policy  re¬ 
vival  Sir  Stanley  will  stay 
on  the  board. 

Mrs  Keswick,  whose  hus¬ 


band  is  the  banking  tycoon 
Henry  Keswick,  said  that 
Sir  Rooco  had  made  modest 
personal  contributions  to 
the  CPS:  “He’s  going  to  pick 
everybody  eise's  pockets 
now."  she  said.  The  CPS 
finances  were  “not  catas¬ 
trophic.  which  cannot  be 
said  for  the  rest  of  us". 

Sir  Rocco.  52.  has  begun 
building  up  a  new  business 
empire,  RF  Hotels.  Mrs 
Keswick  said  he  had  been  a 
regular,  supporter  of  Tory 


He’s  interested 
~  J.  He  will  attend 
board  meetings  and  he 
»kes  an  interest  fa  policy 

Id  say  he’s  centre-right." 

Sir  Roan's  appointment 
is  the  latest  move  aimed  at 
reestablishing  the  CPS  as 
Ok  premierTory  think-tank. 


S£.K to  raise 

iunons  of  pounds' 

deputy  chairman  while  b 
E?  day-today  respoi 
bilHy  for  William  Ham 
policy  review. 

Nearly  two  years  ago. 
Roan,  then  executive  ch 

man  ntlL.  n.  .  _ 
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So  far  so  good,  but  Labour’s  commitment  has  yet  to  be  tested 


THE  Government  has  been  as 
gj«d  —  and,:  ig  some  respects, 
Wta:  —  than  its  pre-election 
promises  over  freedom  of  infor¬ 
mation.  David  dark  has  recently 
oemi  one  of  foe  Cabinet’s  store 
beleaguered  members.  But  after 
lengthy  debates  in  Lord  Irvine  of 
Lairgs  committee  on  freedom  of 
information,  he  has  unveiled  one 
of  the  most  radical  policy  state¬ 
ments  since  May  in  his  White 
Paper  Your  Ri%ht  to  Know.  As 
die  Campaign  for  Freedom  of 
Udormation  argues,  this  offers 
the  prospect  of  a  real  change  in 
3®cess  to  official  information. 

Freedom  of  information  is  an 
elusive  concept,  desirable  in  prin¬ 


ciple  in  a  generalised  good- 
government  way.  but  often  hard¬ 
er  to  define  in  practice.  If  k  is  to 
be  worthwhile,  it  must  be  modi 
more  than  a  charter  for  the 
anoraks  of  the  media  and  single 
interest  groups  to  ferret  around 
in  public  files.  Dr  Clark  has 
learnt  from  overseas  experience 
on  bis  much  criticised  foreign 

travels,  and  tbc  White  Paper 
strikes  the  right  balance;  It 
strengthens  the  right  of  individ¬ 
uals  to  access  to  official  informa¬ 
tion  affecting  them  while  not 
threatening  foe  ability  of  minis- 
-ters  and  dvil  servants  to  lake 
decisions  in  an  ordered  way  after 
discussing  all  options  in  private. 


The  proposals  go  significantly 
further  than,  the  existing  Code  of 
Pmctice  in  providing  access  to 
documents,  not  just  information, 
and  in  its  scope.  They  will  involve 
the  whole  of  the  public  sector, 
including  foe  NHS.  schools,  die 
armed  forces,  pubGc  service 
broadcasters,  privatised  utilities 
and  private  bodies  carrying  out 
statutory  duties  on  behalf  of 
government.  There  are  also  fewer 
exemptions  than  now,  notably 
national  security,  law  enforce¬ 
ment  personal  privacy  and  com¬ 
mercial  confidentiality,  hi  most 
cases,  information  can  only  be 
withheld  if  disclosure  Wild 
cause  “substantial’’  harm.  The 


ON  POLITICS 

most  important  exemption  is 
what  the  White  Paper  describes 
as  ’The  integrity  of  foe  decision¬ 
making  and  policy  advice  pro¬ 
cesses  in  government";  Sir 
Humphrey's  chats  with  ministers. 
In  ttus  case,  a  less  demanding 
“simple"  harm  test  would  apply. 

Dr  Clark  claims  that  as  much 
factual  and  background  materi¬ 
al,  as  opposed  to  policy  advice, 
will  be  published.  For  instance,  in 
foe  recent  tobacco  sponsorship 
row.  ministers  could  have  been 


asked  to  justify  claims  about 
50. COO  job  losses  if  Formula  One 
left  Britain,  though  civil  service 
advice  on  how  to  handle  the 
negotiations  would  have  been 
protected.  Similarly.  Gordon 
Brown  could,  and  should,  be 
asked  to  provide  the  internal 
analysis  about  his  claims  that  foe 
new  individual  savings  accounts 
will  encourage  a  new  class  of 
savers. 

The  White  Paper  also  sets  out  a 
simple  and  sensible  enforcement 
regime.  In  particular,  a  new 
independent  Information  Com¬ 
missioner  will  be  created,  akin  to 
foe  Data  Protection  Registrar. 
He  or  she  will  have  foe  power  to 


order  disclosure,  compared  with 
foe  present  right  of  foe  parlia¬ 
mentary  ombudsman  only  to 
recommend  disclosure.  The  com¬ 
missioner  wfll  also  review 
charges  made  by  public  bodies, 
though  the  whole  area  of  fees 
needs  to  be  dariiied.  There  will 
not  be  a  further  right  of  appeal  IO 
foe  courts. 

As  Rhodri  Morgan,  chairman 
of  the  Public  Administration 
Committee  pointed  out  in  the 
Commons,  much  will  depend  on 
foe  identity  of  foe  first  commis¬ 
sioner  und  the  exercise  of  his  or 
her  powers.  It  j$  unsatisfactory 
that  he  or  she  wfil  be  appointed 
by  the  Prime  Minister  without 


involving  Parliament.  The  Com¬ 
mons  should  confirm  foe  ap¬ 
pointment  and  oversee  die 
commissioner’s  activities.  The 
commissioner  should  also  not  be 
a  retired  permanent  secretary  or 
foe  like  and  have  too  cosy  a 
relationship  with  Whitehall  as  a 
number  of  utility  regulators  have 
with  their  industries.  He  or  she 
needs  to  be  seen  to  be  indepen¬ 
dent.  The  Government  has  gone  a 
long  way.  But  only  implementa¬ 
tion,  and  a  few  bruising  rows, 
will  establish  the  genuineness  of 
Its  commitment  to  open 
government. 

Peter  Riddell 


Ministers  set  out 
vision  for  new 
era  of  openness 


Lf^rrMINlSTER,  EVEN  “me  RM.  Wo UU>  KNOW  WKKT  WE.  WERE  UP  TO* 


PLAN'S  to  end  the  traditional 
culture  of  secrecy  in  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  public  services 
by  giving  the  public  a  legal 
“right  to  know”  were  set  out 
yesterday  in  a  White  Paper  on 
Freedom  of  Information. 

The  proposed  new  laws, 
which  could  be  in  force  within 
two  years,  will  apply  across 
government  and  vrill  include 
thousands  of  public  bodies, 
quangos,  the  NHS,  local  gov¬ 
ernment.  schools,  colleges, 
universities,  the  armed  forces, 
the  administrative  functions  of 
police  and  courts,  the  BBC,  foe 
private  utility  companies  ami 
many  other  private  concerns 
—  including  Camelot.  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Lottery  operator  — 
which  carry  out  statutory 
functions  for  the  government. 

Information  and  actual  doc¬ 
umentation  will  be  withheld 
only  if  disclosure  would  cause 
“substantial  harm"  —  a  test 
which  would  give  Britain  the 
most  open  laws  on  freedom  of 
information  in  the  world. 
Only  the  release  of  official 
advice  to  ministers  will  come 
under  the  tougher  test  of 
whether  disclosure  would 
cause  harm  —  a  move  insisted 
on  by  Mr  Blair  on  the  basis 
that  “the  Government  needed 
space  to  conduct  its  business". 

Bur  even  if  a  minister  or  . 
department  refuses  to  disclose 
information,  an  individual 
will  be  able  to  take  his  case 


Valerie  Elliott 

on  moves  to  end 
the  culture  of 
secrecy  in 
government 

directly  to  a  new  independent 
Information  Commissioner, 
who  would  be  answerable  to 
the  courts,  not  to  ministers. 

About  200  laws  which  spe¬ 
cifically  prohibit  release  of 
information  will  be  repealed 
or  changed. 

The  proposals  went  further 
than  campaigners  had  ever 
imagined  after  David  Clark, 
the  Chancellor  of  foe  Duchy  of 
Lancaster,  won  the  crucial 
backing  of  Tony  Blair  for  the 
reforms  which  will  be  retro¬ 
spective.  and  could  open  up 
thousands  of  historic  records. 

Mr  Blair,  in  a  foreword  to 
the  White  Paper,  said:  The 
traditional  culture  of  secrecy 
will  only  be  broken  down  by 
giving  people  in  the  UK  the 
legal  right  to  know."  He  said 
foe  move  was  “a  fundamental 
and  vital  change  in  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  government 
and'  the  governed". 

The  new  commissioner,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Prime 


Minister,  will  have  access  to 
all  documents  including  Cabi¬ 
net  and  Cabinet  committee 
papers  which  are  not  covered 
under  the  present  code  on 
access  to  information,  and  will 
have  the  power  to  order  disclo¬ 
sure  of  information. 

He  will  have  to  consider  foe 
harm  tests  in  relation  to  seven 
criteria: 

□  national  security,  defence 
and  international  relations 

□  law  enforcement 

□  personal  privacy 

□  commercial  confidentiality 

□  the  safety  of  the  individual, 
foe  public  and  foe  environ¬ 
ment 

□  Information  supplied  in 
confidence 

□  The  integrity  of  the  deci¬ 
sion-making  arid  policy  advice 
processes  in  government 

The  security  and  intelli¬ 
gence  services  are  excluded 
from  the  proposed  new  laws. 
So,  too.  are  papers  relating  to 
criminal  prosecutions,  and 
government  personnel  files. 

If  the  government  or  an 
individual  is  still  unhappy 
with  a  derision,  they  may  seek 
a  judicial  review  in  the  courts, 
but  will  not  have  an  automatic 
right  of  appeal  before  a  judge. 

A  new  criminal  offence  “for 
the  wilful  or  reckless  destruc¬ 
tion.  alteration  or  withholding 
of  records"  ...will  .apply  to 
ministers,  officials  and  staff 
working  for  designated  public 


Straw  heads  off 
pressure  for 
curbs  on  press 

By  Valerie  Elliott.  Whitehall  editor 


Hi 
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organisations.  The  new  Com¬ 
missioner  will  able  to  apply 
for  a  warrant  to  enter  or 
search  premises,  and  to  re¬ 
move  documents,  if  there  is 
any  suspicion  that  papers  are 
being  withheld. 

All  requests  will  cost  an 
initial  E10  and  departments 
will  then  be  able  to  charge 
extra  costs  for  the  time  taken 
to  identity  the  information. 

Dr  Clark's  proposals  were 
generally  welcomed  by  MPs 
and  he  seemed  to  brush  off  foe 
furore  over  the  leaking  of  the 
details  of  the  White  Paper  to 
foe  BBC  earlier  this  week.  He 
told  the  Commons  that  his 


inquiry  was  “progressing'’. 

He  was  determined  foe  new 
laws  should  help  the  ordinary 
citizen,  not  commercial  inter¬ 
ests.  He  said  that  the  propos¬ 
als  "would  transform  this 
oountTy  from  one  of  the  most 
dosed  democracies  in  the 
world  to  one  of  the  most  open” 


Maurice  Frankel.  director  of 
foe  Campaign  for  the  Free¬ 
dom  of  Information,  said  last 
night  “This  is  a  substantial 
reform  that  for  foe  first  time 
will  give  the  British  public  a 
genuine  right  to  know  what  its 
government  is  doing  in  its 
name." 


MINISTERS  are  to  safeguard 
Jhe  work  of  journalists  who 
investigate  powerful  people  in 
the  public  interest.  The  Lord 
Chancellor.  Lord  Irvine  of 
Lairg,  had  been  understood  to 
think  that  there  was  some 
merit  in  the  proposed  data 
protection  legislation  being 
used  a<  a  privacy  law.  but  Jack 
Straw,  the  Home  Secretary, 
has  won  the  support  of  Cabi¬ 
net  colleagues  to  prevent  this. 

Lord  Irvine  was  supported 
by  Elizabeth  France,  the  Data 
Protection  Registrar,  who  was 
also  keen  that  files  held  by  the 
press  should  be  subject  to 
access.  Bur  ministers  believe 
the  media  should  have  a 
defence  for  legitimate  activi¬ 
ties  and  a  “public  interest” 
defence  to  deny  people  ac¬ 
cess  to  information  held  an 
them. 

The  formula  was  worked 
out  by  Lord  Williams  of 
Mostyn.  QC,  a  junior  Home 
Office  Minister  —  and  one  of 
foe  country's  leading  libel 
lawyers  —  after  consultations 
with  media  representatives 
and  the  Press  Complaints 
Commission.  A  government 
source  yesterday  called  the 


proposal  “a  licence  for  journal¬ 
ists  ro  roam". 

Under  foe  proposals.  Miss 
France  will  have  to  get  permis¬ 
sion  from  a  court  before  she 
can  intervene  on  behalf  of  an 
individual  for  access  to  files 
before  or  after  publication  of 
an  article.  She  would  be  able 
to  issue  an  information  notice 
against  an  organisation  if 
there  was  “reasonable  suspi¬ 
cion"  that  the  data  was  being 
held  longer  than  necessary, 
and  that  information  was 
being  collected  with  na  plans 
to  publish.  Only  if  the  media 
refused  to  comply  could  she 
ask  foe  court  for  a  warrant  to 
force  disclosure  of  the  files. 

The  Data  Protection  Bill,  to 
be  enacted  next  year  alongside 
the  European  Convention  of 
Human  Rights,  will  imple¬ 
ment  a  European  Union  dir¬ 
ective  giving  the  public  the 
right  to  inspect  files.  The 
proposals  are  being  published 
next  week. 

The  Press  Complaints  Com¬ 
mission  said  last  night:  “It 
seems  a  sensible  balance  has 
been  achieved  between  foe 
rights  of  individuals  and  the 
rights  of  journalists." 


LAURA  ASHLEY 
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PC  GAMES 


CHAMPIONSHIP 
MANAGER  2 
97/98 

Take  control  oi  your 
favourite  dub  in  the 
greatest  management 
game  ever.  AH  the  latest 
transfers,  up-to-date 
players  and  dub 
statistics 


'GAMEOfTJGMONW' 


QUAKE  II 

‘T he  best  game  ever  has  arrived " 

PC  GAMER  CHRISTMAS  1 957 . 

The  most  exciting  shoot- em-up  ever 
created  is  back  with  this  fantastic 
sequel  -  includes  new  monsters  whose 
IQs  are  the  size  of  their  appetite  for 
fresh  bicod.  The  graphics,  style, 
innovation  and  speed  win  blow  you 
away 


BLADE  RUNNER 

Immerse  yourself  In 
the  dark,  gritty  world 
of  Los  Angeles  2019. 
where  you  become 
both  the  h inter  and  the 
hunted.  Stun  rung  visuals 
with  ffoundbrealung 
real-time  story  structures 


*34r» 


STARTS 
TOMORROW 
AT  1 0.00AM 


TOMB  RAIDER  II 

starring  Lara  Croft 

She’s  tali,  sexy  and  hard 'as  nails  and  she's 
pack.  Lara  Croft,  the  star  of  iasr  year's 
incredible  Tomb  Raider,  returns  in  Tomb 
Raider  II,  the  most  talked  about  game  of 
the  year 


TOMB 

5  RAIDER II 

:i.  pm?  k: ...  -  . 
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PC  MAGAZINE 


FIFA  98:  ROAD  TO 
THE  WORLD  CUP 

Anempt  to  ouaKy  tor  fte  mas 
famous  Itnttul  tourrumenr  n 
me  world.  Choose  a  country 
End  a  squad,  men  get  ready 
lokici-ofl  There  die  motan- 
c^Hu'ed  players,  special 
moves  end  commentary  trom 
Andy  Gray.  John  tfotson  and 
Des  Lynam 


7  £4(1.99 

•  MSt 


tEA.  SPORTS  T-SHRT*  I 


94%  i 
PC  ZONE 


a  Those  cute  kBors  are 
back.  More  chaos,  more 
destruction  and  more 
hysMhcallate  nights 
HALFPMCEWSt 
BOUGHT  WITH  ANV  PC 
IWUPWttLir.ttJH 


Eft* 


TteCand  Prke  Promise  gutrontoa  int  I  you  buy  onrprodnj  fche$>  you  ovoid  the  OviswiosnEhrf  d  ov  stores  now  sk* 
too  u*  then  witti  14  days  fed  the  seme  «fa  on  sfekcJy  opmtitifatawaaUtiyvnl^ 
of  o  lower  price,  wet  «v9nglyr0fi«J#»  d6arenee,  PILE  Wfe  BeMarsAoBoir  Sores  horn  ample  ta  periwig  Ear  year 
Cf  THAT  DtraS'XI.  AA  In  sore  fcrfuldatnk.  addedqorwrtanoa. _ 


JUST  ARRIVED 


FOR  STORES  NATIONWIDE  CALL  0800  868100 

Selected  items  only,  while  stocks  lasr. 


MOST  STORES  OPEN  SUNDAY  AND  NOW 

VAM  UNTIL  SPM  WEEKDAYS 

For  local  store  dtenfcphi  me  free  on 0500425 <25.  Vhfc  our  wfariie  eh  wwmmmal^ftdi 

THE  CMETARfCE-  The  sinwa  in  South  Wales  do  «*  show  sarogv  n  note.  All  items  subju  to  wwawny.  »Asfc  »i  store  to*  M 
(feu3s.  Pnces  end  nfanulian  co*aci  x  une  o!  sw®  to  rmss  11.12  97 


14  OVERSEAS  NEWS  _ 

Pets  face  slaughter  in 
Hong  Kong  flu 

Doctors  fear  world  spread  of 
a  chicken-borne  virus,  write  Tom 
Rhodes  and  Jonathan  Mirsky 


Gun-spree 
killer 
is  found 
not  guilty 

Wellington:  The  man  who 
confessed  lo  one  of  N^w 
Zealand's  worst  mass 
killings  was  found  not 
guilty  yesterday  of  sm 
murders  and  four  attempt¬ 
ed  murders  because  he 
was  insane  at  the  time. 

It  took  just  over  two 
hours  for  the  jury  of  e,ShI 
women  and  four  men  to 
decide  that  Stephen  An¬ 
derson.  25.  was  insane 
when  he  went  on  a  shoot¬ 
ing  spree  in  the  North 
Island  hamlet  of  Raurimu 
on  February  S. 

Anderson,  appearing  in 
the  High  Court  at  Hamil¬ 
ton.  was  ordered  confined 

to  a  high-security  mental 
health  institution. 

Psychiatrists  had  told 
the  court  Anderson  was 
obsessed  with  firearms 
and  hared  police.  He  used 
drugs  and  had  what  one 
doctor  called  a  flimsy  hold 
on  reality. 

The  announcement  of 
the  jury's  verdict  brought 
an  outcry'  from  the  public 
gallery.  (Reuters) 


AS  HEALTH  experts  warned 
that  chicken-borne  flu  could 
become  a  pandemic  disease. 
Hong  Kong  schools  prepared 
for  die  possibility  of  having  to 
destroy  pet  animals. 

The  mysterious  “bird  flu" 
has  killed  two  people.  Child¬ 
ren  sfi  primary  schools  with 
pet  zoos  are  being  given 
warnings  to  keep  their  dis¬ 
tance  from  chickens  and  not  to 
handle  pet  birds  at  home. 

“If  the  disease  spreads  fur¬ 
ther.  we  may  dose  our  pet 
comer  and  the  animals  will  be 
killed" said  Kung  Wmgtong, 
a  primary  school  director. 

■fiie  first  victim  of  the  mys- 
lerv  flu  was  a  Hong  Kong 
child  who  attended  a  school 
that  kept  baby  chickens  and 
ducks.  Health  officials  said 
they-  were  involved  in  a  race 
against  time  to  solve  the 
mystery  of  the  H5N1  strain  of 
flu.  which  is  normally  con¬ 
fined  to  chickens. 

Medical  staff  at  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Hospital  issued  a  press 
release  saying  diar  the  au¬ 
thorities  had  been  slow  to 
react  to  the  virus  and  had  not 
taken  appropriate  precau¬ 


tions.  They  complained  that, 
although  they  are  treating  a 
13-year-old  girl  with  the  dis¬ 
ease.  they  were  not  immed¬ 
iately  told  of  the  virus.  The  girl 
“is  not  on  isolation  nursing, 
even  though  it  was  suspected 
that  she  has  contracted 
H5N1."  they  said.  Hie  isola¬ 
tion  ward  did  not  have  special 
ventilation  and  it  was  possible 
that  other  padents  in  the 
hospital  would  be  infected 
with  the  virus,  they  added. 

The  hospital  said:  "H5N1  is 
a  new  disease  and  the  hospi¬ 
tal's  response  is  guided  by  the 
information  available." 

The  Atlanta  Centres  for 
Disease  Control.  America's 
health  agency,  said  last  night 
its  scientists  could  not  rule  out 
the  possibility  that  the  flu 
could  become  a  pandemic 
disease.  Doctors  from  the 
centres  have  been  seconded  to 


monitor  events  in  Hong  Kong 
and  the  agency  has  been 
holding  daily  meetings  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  new  strain.  "It  is  very 
hard  to  predict  whether  this 
will  become  the  next  pandem¬ 
ic,"  said  K.D.  Hoskins,  from 
the  agency’s  Atlanta  head* 
quarters.  “At  the  moment  we 
do  not  see  it  as  such  but  we 
cannot  rule  that  out  as  a 
possibility.” 

Authorities  in  Guangdong, 
not  far  from  Hong  Kong,  are 
monitoring  chickens  bound 
for  the  city.  Sales  of  the  birds 
have  plummeted. 

A  senior  health  official  in 
Guangdong  said  yesterday 
that  many  birds  died  last  year 
and  early  this  year,  but 
daimed'the  symptoms  found 
in  the  dead  birds  were  differ¬ 
ent  from  those  associated  with 
the  H5N1  virus.  However,  it  is 
believed  that  at  least  a  million 


scare 


Guangdong  chickens  died  of 
H5N1  in  February.  Leading 
health  authorities  say  that  the 
cause  of  the  virus  is  unknown. 

Dr  Margaret  Chan,  Hong 
Kong's  director  of  health,  said: 
“We  must  extend  our  net  of 
investigation.  It  seems  that  we 
are  entering  into  a  competition 
with  the  virus.  We  want  to 
come  up  with  a  plan  of  action." 

Dr  Keiji  Fukuda  of  the 
Atlanta  team  denied  that  pa¬ 
tients  contract  the  disease  only 
through  contact  with  chickens. 
“It's  simply  not  dear  how  the 
virus  is  being  transmitted  . . . 
It  is  most  likely,  poultry  to 
human,  human  to  human,  or 
some  combination." 

Dr  Fukuda,  chief  of  epide¬ 
miology  at  the  Atlanta  centres, 
added:  “There  are  worldwide 
implications  for  this  disease 
and  the  idea  of  it  becoming  a 
fourth  pandemic  is  one  issue 
we  are  concerned  about  There 
are  theories  that  southern 
China  is  a  place  where  the 
next  pandemic  could  start" 

Millions  have  died  in  global 
epidemics  this  century.  Span¬ 
ish  flu  in  1918  and  Asian  flu  in  - 
the  1950s  and  1900s. 
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A  vendor  handling  a  chicken  in  Hong  Kong  where  birds  have  been  hit  by  the  virus 
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You  wouldn’t  trust  an  unqualified  dentist  to 
extract  a  sore  tooth  -  so  why  trust  an  inferior 
server  to  handle  your  business  computing 
needs? 

To  compete  in  today's  world  you  need  to  be  efficient  That  efficiency 
comes  from  within  your  organisation.  The  accuracy  and  retrival  speed 
of  your  data,  your  communications  and  of  course  your  staff.  The  frame 
work  that  brings  these  elements  together  and  allows  them  to  perform 
efficiently  is  quite  simply  your  computer  system  -  your  server(s). 

If  your  server  fails  even  for  a  second,  you  could  loose  valuable 
information,  communications  links  and  even  hours  of  productivity, 
eventually  leading  to  a  loss  in  competitive  advantage. 

So  when  it  comes  to  choosing  a  server,  speed  efficiency  and 
reliability  must  be  key.  So  when  it  comes  to  choosing  a  server,  why 
choose  anything  other  than  the  world’s  leading  PC  manufacturer, 
whose  name  spells  out  speed,  efficiency  and  reliability. 

Compaq  offers  a  complete  range  of  servers  to  suit  your 
demanding  business  needs.  From  the  small  business  through  to 
the  global  organisation,  Compaq's  servers  offer  that  reliability 


ri 

you  need. 

©  That  quality  performance  comes  to  you  without  a  high  price 
tag.  In  fact  Action  Computer  Supplies  offers  Compaq 
servers  from  just  £699.00  (+VAT),  together  with  Next  Day 
Q)  delivery  nationwide  and  easy  ordering. 


<$> 
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So  the  question  still  stands  -  Why  choose  any  other 
server  as  the  backbone  for  your  organisation? 
q  Freephone  Action  today  for  more  information  and 
demand  the  best  for  your  business. 
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FREEphone  0800  333  333. 
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0600  333333 


Action  Computer  Supplies 

the  best  place  to  buy  computers  over  the  phone 

freephone  (orierinwopmliotiftiBamtoBpiix  Sab  Santa  Ipeft  0800  333  333  onae,<ii>M*iiic«ii»rt  free  tax 0800 10  20  30 

Next  Day  Nationwide  deliveiy  available,  call  for  details  and  charges.  AH  prices  exclude  VAX  Afl  tmtomaritsam  jeg&ierad  to  their  resoectivn  owners. 

Acboi  Computer  Supplies,  Alperton  House,  Bridgewater  Road.  Wembley,  Mkidlesax.  HAO  1EH.A  division  of  DSl,  Data  Systems  International,  Re^toEngteSdl^l380e60.  E&OE. 


WORLD  IN  BRIEF 


Kohl  loses  nuclear 
shelter  in  cash  cut 

Bonn:  Helmut  Kohl’s  refuge  from  nudear  wan  a  bunker  dug 
deep  into  the  Sloping  vineyards  outside  Bonn,  is  to  be  dosed  to 
save  money  and  keep  Germany  on  trade  for  European  economic 
and  monetary  union  (Roger  Bpyes  writes).  The  concrete  warren, 
used  by  Nazi  slave  labourers  to  build  engines  for  V2  rackets,  may 
soon  be  used  to  grow  mushrooms  or  store  wine.- The  complex, 
which  may  have  been  connected  by  tunnels  to  the  Defence 
Ministry  12  miles  .away,  has  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
closely  guarded  secrets  of  the  German  state  It  contains  a 
Cabinet  room,  a  parliamentary  chamber,  kitchens,  huge  food 
stores,  a  hospital  and  a  communications  centre.  • 

Children  held  by  fugitive 

Orlando:  A  murder  suspect  holding  two  children  hostage  told 
his  family  he  might  commit  suicide,  but  police  said  he  had 
assured  them  he  would  not  harm  himself.  Pblfoe  remained 
optimistic  that  John  Edward  Armstrong,  a  professional  criminal 
who  was  freed  from  prison  early,  would  eventually  release 
Malcolm  Phillips,  four,  and  his  two-year-old  cousin,  Tedi  Priest 
Armstrong  was  fleeing  police,  who  suspected  him  of  {tilling  a 
man  and  wounding  a/wbrinan.  ~H£s  coal  tired.  He’s  working 
through  what  his  options  are."  Captain  Sal  Lomonaco, 
commander  of  the  negotiating  team.  said.  (AP) 

Harare  union  chief  attacked 

Harare:  Morgan  Tsvangirai.  Zimbabwe’s  main  trade  union 
chief,  was  attacked  and  injured  by  unidentified  assailants  who 
invaded  his  office,  two  days  after  organising  unprecedented  anti¬ 
tax  protests  against  Robert  Mugabe’s  Government,  his  union 
group  said.  The  Zimbabwe  Congress  of  Trade  Unions  said  ir 
suspected  the  attackers  of  trying  to  kill  Mr  Tsvangirai,  its 
secretary-gene raL  He  was  cut  above  the  right  eye  after  being  hit 
by  a  chair  and  a  knobkerrie  wielded  by  some  of  the  seven  people 
who  stormed  the  premises.  (Reuters) 

Suharto  banishes  rumours 

Jakarta:  Relaxed  and  smiling,  Presi¬ 
dent  Suharto,  right,  was,  seen  on 
Indonesian  television  yesterday  in  his 
first  public  appearance  since  rumours 
started  that  he  was  seriously  ill  or  dead. 

Indonesia's  currency  fell  by  II  per  cent 
earlier  this  week.  The  76-year -old 
President,  who  has  been  ordered  by  his 
doctors  to  rest  for  ten  days,  was  shown 
seated  at  home,  chatting  with  a  Cabinet 
minister  and  one  of  Ins  three  daugh¬ 
ters.  He  is  said  to  suffer  from  hyperten¬ 
sion  and  kidney  stones.  (Reuters) 

Russian  air  crash  kills  eight 

Moscow:  A  cargo  plane  struck  a  helicopter  on  a  runway  i 
Naryanmar,  northern  Russia,  killing  eight  people,  a  spokesma 
for  the  Ministry  for  Emergency  Situations  said.  The  Mi 
helicopter  with  16  people  on  board  had  just  landed  when  it  wa 
dipped  by.  the  wing  of  a  landing  Antonov  AnlZ  the  ministry 
duty  officer  said.  He  added  that  all  those  who  died  had  bee 
aboard  the  helicopter.  The  two  pilots  of  the  cargo  plane  wer 
seriously  injured.  (AP) 

$387,500  for  Bernstein  piano 

JK«t£^ri£  S10  twned,and  auiographed  by  Leonar 
Bernstein,  the  composer  and  conductor,  sold  for  tw?  cry 
(£236.000)  at  Sotheby's.  It  was  expected  to  feSfatoffiS 
butlast-mmute  telephone  bidding  by  an  American phwfcb 
■““I?*  saIe  Pn«.  Proceeds  from  the  auction  of  tK 
ronductpi-s  personal  effects  totalled  $720,000  and  will  go  toS 
Bernstein  Education  Through  the  Arts  Fund.  (Reuters)^ 

Poll  boost  for  Lafontaine 
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OVERSEAS  NEWS  i5 


senators  vow  to 


THE  United  States  wffl  not 
ratify  the  new  international 
dimate  change  treaty  j  for 
years,  if  ever,  senators  paid 
yesterday,  as  they  queued  up 
to  declare  that  the  agreement 
reached  in  Kyoto  was  “dead  in 
the  water1’.  •  . f 

“What  we  have  here  i&  not 
ratifiable  in  the  Senate  in  my 
judgement,"  John  Kerty,  a 
Democrat  and  an  observer  of 
the  11-day  talks,  said  a;  ex¬ 
hausted  negotiators  from  16b 
countries  reached  a  ?  final 
agreement,  described  $  the 
most  complex  non-milii 
cord  in  history.  Chuck 
a  Republican,  said;  "1 
no  way  that  Che  vote  in 
Senate  will  even  be  clt 
will  kill  this  BiU."  j 
The  agreement,  r  which 
seemed  unachievable  Until  the 
eleventh  hour,  was  reached 
only  after  significant  [conces¬ 
sions  by  the  US  to  d*  Euro¬ 
pean  Union  and  developing 
countries.  But  the  implacable 
opposition  of  much!  of  the 
Senate  to  the  final '  version 
appears  to  dash  president 
Clinton's  hopes  of  early  and 
easy  ratification,  and  to  doom 


Despite  chorus  of  hostility,  Clinton 
pledges  to  keep  faith  with  Kyoto 
treaty,  Bronwen  Maddox  reports 


the  US  to  the  condemnation  of 
other  industrialised  countries. 

Environmentalists,  who 
had  hailed  die  treaty  as  the 
most  important  environmen¬ 
tal  accord  yet  reached,  began 
yesterday  to  focus  on  the 
likelihood  that  it  would  be 
seriously  undermined  by  ihe 
refusal  of  the  world's  largest 
economy  to  commit  itself  to 
the  legally  binding  targets. 
The  support  of  two  thirds  of 
the  Senate  is  needed  for  the  US 
to  ratify  the  treaty. 

Under  the  Kyoto  accord, 
industrialised  countries  have 
committed  themselves  to  re¬ 
duce  emission  of  greenhouse 
gases  toy  6  per  cent  or  more 
below  1990  levels  by  2312.  The 
US  has  agreed  to  cuts  of  7  per 
cent  and  the  European  Union 
to  8  per  cent. 

The  US  won  one  battle  — 
extending  the  accord  to  carbon 


Greeripeace  brands 
gases  pact  a  farce 


London:  While  world  leaders 
hailed  the  Kyoto  agreement 
on  greenhouse  gakes  yester¬ 
day.  the  environmental  group 
Greenpeace  dismissed  it  as  “a 
tragedy  and  a  farce",  and 
other  conference  delegates  felt 
it  did  not  go  far  enough. 

“This  is  not  good  enough 
for  the  future,1’  Rift  Bjerre- 
gaard,  die  European  Union's 
Environment  Commissioner, 
said  in  Kyoto.  "We  would 
have  liked  the  parties  to  be 
more  ambitious." 

Germany  said  it  would 


probably  stick  to  its  goal  of 
cutting  emissions  by  25  per 
cent  fay  2005,  although  under 
the  Kyoto  accord  the  EU  as  a 
whole  was  committed  only  to 
an  8  per  cent  cut  by  2010. 

Japanese  businessmen  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  that  the  emis¬ 
sion  targets  accepted  by 
Japan  would  prove  hard  to 
meet  British  business  was 
more  circumspect  "1  would 
hope  Kyoto  would  focus 
minds  and  bring  up  some  of 
the  laggards."  a  Safeway 
spokeswoman  said. 


Rangers  deliver 
unhappy  ending 
for  three  bears 


RANGERS  at  Yosemite  Nat¬ 
ional  Park  have  been  forced  to 
kill  three  black,  bears  descend¬ 
ed  from  an  i animal  which 
mauled  a  British  student  in 
the  Californian  tourist  spot 
four  years  agoi 

Miney  and.  her  two  cubs 
were  shot  with  a  tranquilliser 
and  then  put  to  sleep  after 
being  caught,  under  cover  of 
darkness  at  the  scene  of  their 
latest  crime,  nearing  their  way 
through  the  back  seat  and  the 
boot  of  a  car  in  search  of  a  jar 
of  salsa,  a  brick  of  tofu  and  a 
grapefruit.  , 

It  was  the  latest  in  a  bear 
rampage  of  burglary  and  de¬ 
struction  ait  Yosemite  which 
has  resulted  in  a  record  600 
car  break-ins  this  year,  caus¬ 
ing  $500,000  (£304,00q  in 
damage. 

Some  of  the  bulky  animals 
have  become  so  ' 

used  to  human 
food  that  they  no 
longer  show  any 
interest  in 
acorns  and  el¬ 
derberries,  the 
once  traditional 
bear  necessities. 

The  three  bears 
in  question  may 
have  picked  up 
their  bad  habits 
from  Swatter.  Mineys  moth¬ 
er.  She  attacked  Tom  Watson 
in  a  clearing  in  1993  and  the 
student  from  Somerset  es¬ 
caped  serious  injury’  toy  hiding 
in  a  lavatory  for  nine  hours. 

Officials  believe  bad  blood 
is  nor  parr  of  the  bear 
geneology.  There  has  never 
been  a  death  or  a  serious 
mauling  at  Yosemite  by  black 
bears,  creatures  for  which  the 
park  has  became  famous. 

STeve  Thompson,  the  park’s 
wildlife  biologist,  said  carriess 
humans  who  left  food  in  their 
cars  were  responsible  for  tne 
sudden  surge  in  property 
damage.  Miney  and  her  off¬ 
spring.  he  said,  were  simply 
hunting  for  food  and  their 
antics  had  forced  rangers  to 
order  their  deaths. 

“Bears  are  smart,  and  some 
are  very  smart."  he  said.  "My 
problems  start  when  tne 
smarter  bears  and  the  dumber 


Yosemite’s  stars 
shim  nuts  and 
berries  in  favour  of 
picnic  food,  writes ' 

Tom  Rhodes 


C  Problems 
start  when  the 
smart  animals 
and  the  dumb 
visitors 
intersect  9 


visitors  intersect"  In  the  past 
two  months,  attracted  by  the 
smell  of  a  bumper  apple  crop 
near  a  particular  camp¬ 
ground,  bears  have  been  pop¬ 
ping  out  windows,  clawing 
through  doors  as  if  opening  a 
can  of  soup,  and  crawling  into 
as  many  as  15  cars  a  night. 
Hondas,  Dodge  Caravans  and 
older  Tpyotas  are  said  to  be 
their  favourite  targets,  but  a 
BMW  convertible  has  also 
sustained  $5,000  in  damage. 
Federal  law  makes  it  a  crime 
tn  store  food  overnight  in  any 
_  vehicle  at  Yo¬ 
semite.  A  bulle¬ 
tin  hoard  of 
pictures  show¬ 
ing  bear-van¬ 
dalised  cars 
greets  visitors  at 
Curry  Village  in 
the  commercial 
heart  of  the  val¬ 
ley.  Campers  are 
told  either  to  get 
rid  of  their  food 
or  store  it  in  recently  installed 
lockers.  But  even  these  may 
not  be  bear-proof.  Rangers 
have  waiched  in  awe  as  the 
animals  have  unscrewed  pea¬ 
nut  butter  jars  with  their  paws 
and  opened  food  lockers  using 
a  paw  and  snout  to  trip  the 
larch-  .  ' 

When  the  park  introduced 
municipal  rubbish  bins  whose 
mouths  shut  like  a  mail  box, 
the  bears  learnt  to  climb  up, 
open  the  slot  and  drop  in  head 
first,  with  only  their  back  legs 
dinging  to  the  open  door. 

So  the  rangers’  ultimate 
option  has  been  the  one  they 
most  dread:  lolling  repeal 
offenders.  Yosemite  is  also 
considering  a  range  of  sol¬ 
utions,  including  the  removal 
of  apple  trees,  a  reduction  in 
the  number  of  car  parks  and 
even  a  bear  contraceptive  to 

prevent  the-  need  for  any 
further  killing. 
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dioxide  and  five  other  gases, 
rather  than  the  three  gases 
recommended  by  other  coun¬ 
tries.  But  it  lost  two  important 
battles:  to  set  up  a  system  of 
“tradeable  permits"  allowing 
countries  to  buy  the  right  to 
pollute  from  each  other;  and  to 
bring  developing  countries 
into  the  accord. 

Before  the  Kyoto  talks,  the 
Senate  voted  95  to  zero  for  a 
resolution  that  the  US  would 
not  commit  itself  to  a  treaty 
that  did  not  impose  curbs  on 
developing  countries. 

In  its  last-minute  decision  to 
sign,  the  White  House  was 
swayed  fay  the  desire  not  to 
antagonise  the  environmental 
lobby.  Vice-President  Al  Gore, 
who  attended  the  talks,  has 
courted  this  group  in  his  bid 
for  the  presidency  in  2000. 
President  Clinton,  who  called 
the  agreement  ‘historic"  and 


"unprecedented",  credited  Mr 
Gore  with  helping  to  bring 
about  a  "realistic  and  achiev¬ 
able  commitmenr.  Demo¬ 
cratic  senators  yesterday 
urged  the  President  to  wait 
until  further  international 
meetings  next  year  to  address 
the  questions  of  tradeable 
permits  and  developing  coun¬ 
tries  before  putting  the  treaty 
to  the  Senate.  But  supporters 
of  the  Bill  fear  that  this  would 
push  ratification  beyond  the 
November  1998  congressional 
elections  into  die  countdown 
for  the  2000  presidential  race. 

The  Administration  has 
indicated  that,  if  Senate  ratifi¬ 
cation  is  not  forthcoming,  it 
will  still  make  a  "good  faith” 
effort  to  comply  with  the  main 
provisions.  Mr  Clinton  says 
he  believes  the  US  can  make 
cuts  in  emissions  without 
severe  economic  pain. 

Yesterday  heavy  industry, 
coal,  oil.  cars  and  electricity 
joined  forces  to  battle  the 
accord,  arguing  that  the  curbs 
will  resemble  the  energy 
shocks  of  the  1970s. 

Leading  article,  page  23 
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Pele  tackles  clubs 
over  corruption 

From  Gabriella  Gam  ini  in  rjo  de  Janeiro 


Pele:  determined  to  end  fraud  and  slavery  in  football 


THE  Brazilian  Congress  has 
approved  a  law  proposed  by 
Pele.  the  football  icon,  aimed 
at  stamping  out  the  corruption 
that  Has  for  decades  charac¬ 
terised  the  clubs  managing  the 
niuliimillion-dollar  .sport. 

The  Pele  Law.  named  after 
Braid's  "King  of  Football", 
still  needs  ihc  Senate’s  vote  of 
approval  and  has  to  be  signed 
by  President  Cardoso  before  ft 
can  be  implemented.  Bui  Ffcle. 
whose  real  name  is  Edsun 
Arantes  do  Nascimento  and 
whn  has  championed  the  new 
law  since  he  was  appuinied 
Brazil’s  Minister  for  Sports  in 
1^95.  celebrated  yesterday  say¬ 
ing:  “It  means  the  end  «*f 
slavery  and  widespread  cor¬ 
ruption  in  Brazilian  football  " 
Congressional  approval,  he 
said,  meant  that  his  “battle 
was  almost  won  '. 

The  law  gives  Brazilian 
dubs  two  years  to  become 
private  commercial  com¬ 
panies.  which  means  they  can 
have  their  accounts  scru¬ 
tinised  by  tax  collectors  and 
investors.  Brazil’s  5.000  foot¬ 
ball  clubs  are  described  as 
non-profitmaking  institutions 
but  they  ileal  with  nutlri- 
m ill ion-uo! la r  player  transfers 
and  are  nor  subject  to  control. 


Club  directors  and  regional 
and  national  football  federa¬ 
tions  voiced  the  most  outspo¬ 
ken  opposition  to  the  new  law. 
The  opposition  from  the  dub 

managers  and  federation 
heads  is  because  they  don’t 
want  transparency  in  the 
multimillion-dollar  deals, 
which  they  have  so  far  man¬ 
aged  with  no  controls  whatso¬ 
ever.”  said  Pele. 

The  law  proposes  reducing 
the  time  before  players  be¬ 
come  owners  nf  their  own 
contracts. 

They  will  be  obliged  to  fulfil 
an  initial  two-year  profession¬ 
al  contract  with  the  club  that 
trained  them,  and  give  first 
cnuice  to  that  club  in  the 
.'■rcond  a m tract,  but  from  then 
on  they  can  negotiate  di recti i 
with  new-  clubs. 

Hundreds  of  Brazilian  plac¬ 
ers  have  been  bought  b> 
foreign  clubs  and  controversy 
has  surrounded  their  transfers 
because  their  local  clubs  man¬ 
aged  the  deals.  Under  the  Pde 
Law.  clubs  will  be  able  to 
organise  provincial  and  re 
gfonai  championships  inde¬ 
pendently  of  football  fed¬ 
erations.  which  in  Brazil  have 
been  tainted  by  corruption 
and  nepotism  fur  decades 
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Visit  your  local  Time  Showroor 
for  the  UK’s  Best  PC  Deal  ^ 


Choose  a  personal  computer  from  your  local 
Time  showroom  and  youU  get  the  best  value  for 
money  in  the  land. 

We  make  all  our  PCs  in  the  UK 

We  design  and  make  afi  the  PCs  we  sell  including 
our  award  winning  Colossus  and  Omega  brands. 

We  manufacture  in  Britain,  employing  over  700 
staff,  and  can  incorporate  the  latest  PC  technology 
to  give  you  better  specifications  at  lower  prices. 

We  cut  out  the  middleman  . 

We  sefl  to  you  direct  because,  with  no 
middleman,  it  means  lower  prices  for  you.  Our  own 
Showroom  staff  who  specialise  only  in  PC  systems 
serve  you  directly  and  can  give  you  better  advice  to 
enable  you  to  select  the  right  system. 

Try  before  you  buy 

Visit  your  local  Showroom  and  take  a  closer  look 
at  the  quality  and  performance  of  our  systems. 
Pick-up  our  PC  Buyers  Guide  and  speak  to  our  staff 
who  will  give  sound  specialist  advice,  in  jargon-free 
plain  English,  when  you  ask  for  it 

We  get  you  started 

Our  PCs  are  pre-configured  and  ready  for  use 
with  preloaded  software.  Simply  plug  in  and  switch 
on.  Our  unique  90  minute  video  trainer  and  user 
guide  covers  aD  aspects  of  normal  PC  usage  and 
can  be  more  useful  than  a  visit  from  a  home 
instructor  as  you  can  watch  it  and  learn  from  it  at 
your  own  pace,  at  times  convenient  to  you. 

10  years  of  service  and  support 

Our  service  is  also  direct  and  we  have  been 
serving  customers  for  over  1 0  years.  Who  else  can 
provide  the  best  service  but  the  people  who 
designed  and  built  your  PC.  Each  Showroom  has 
trained  technicians  and  a  Service  Centre  in 
addition  to  direct  hotline  support  to  your  home. 

Money  back  guarantee 

Buy  with  confidence  with  complete  peace  of 
mind.  We  believe  our  products,  services  and  prices 
represent  the  best  value  in  the  UK.  If  you  are  not 
happy  for  whatever  reason,  you  can  return  your  PC 
to  us  within  14  days  for  a  foil  refund  excluding 
delivery  costs. 


200M  HomePro 


FREE" 

Printer* 


HomePro  Offers  End 
15“  December 


Epson  Stylus  300 
colour  inkjet  printer 
(Oder  extended  to 
arctftaf  500  Inn  printers) 


233M-2 

Power  Pro  PC 

IBM  6*86  MX  PR233 C33  W-2)  protascj 
with  MMA”  technology  64Mb,  6.4Gb.  PCTV 
&  Teletext.  56K  modem.  VkJsof+ione  reoeve. 
24  x  CO.  masstue  software  bunk  and  a  lot 
mote.  (A  loi  taster  than  our  233-2  Perton  II 
233  Mhz  processor  based  system.) 


1189 


Pits  VAT 


£13971 


.08 

me.  vat 


266-2 


Ultimate  PC 

Perawm  II 266-2. 64Mb. 
64GD  PCTV  &  Teletext. 
56K  modem.  4Mb  ATI 
DVD  graphics, 
Videophone  recevB.  15’ 
screen  and  a  lot  more 


1545 


Plus  VAT 


Pentium*]! 


£1815 


.38 

're  VAT 


•  Intel  Pentium*  200MHz 
Processor  with  MMX" 
tech  nofogy 

•  32Mb  EDO  RAM 

•  4.3Gb  Ultra  ATA  hard  disk 

•  56k  votce/tex/modem 

•  24  Speed  MAX  CD-ROM 

•  3D  Wavetable  sound 

•  4Mb  SIS  Graphics 

•  14’  (or  optional  15") 

SVGA  colour  screen 

•  PC’S?  chipset  ATX 
motherboard 

•  IBM  Gold  speech 
recognition 

200M-2  HomePro 


•  VideoPhone  red  eve 

•  £1000  of  software 
including  Lotus 
SmartSuite  97 

•  Free  Printer  (limited  offer) 

PiudxJ  coda  40KXMU 


999 


Plus  VAT 

£117383 

Inc  VAT 


BEST 

BUY 


Family  PC  166M-2 


929 


166M-2, 32Mb,  4.3Gb,  24x  CD 

rmiflimecia,  massive  software  txmdto 


Best  Buy  model  only  £85  +VAT  =£99.88  Extra 
with  64Mb  RAM.  faster  IBM  6x86MX  PR200 
processor  with  MMX  Technology,  additional  5 
games  software  and  FREE  higher  spec  dual  cartridge  printer. 

PfOdUB  CMS*  AOO-  SWOB 

MediaX  HomePro 

These  models  include  Joystick,  Microphone,  larger  premaim 
speakers  and  15  multimedia/  educational  lilies  at  only 
£99+ VAT =£116 .33  Extra  Praaunoriw  ztou  wo-mxk.  aooiw  ww-a 

AD  our  Computers  are  year  2000  compliant 


12  Months  Interest  Free  Credit 

NO  Deposit 
NO  Payments 
NO  Interest 


42  UK  Showrooms 


i.f  fully  reoald  within  1  year 


FREE  PRINTER 

«us  VAT  (Emted  to  first 2000  orders) 


'nc-VATi*rte4 


Bampta.  ZOOM  HomePro  MedaX  Cash  pure 
£999  +£99  +£25  delivery  +VAT  =  £1319.53 
No  Deposit.  No  payments  far  12  months  and 
than  pay  fta  total  in  November  1993.  Loan  is 
Interest  free  it  fuly  repaid  vwrtn  12  months 
France  aJw  ovateDfe  wet  a  period  of  a 
yean  at  APR  23.9%.  finance  is  su&tect  to 
status,  vtfrtisn  delate  avasabte  on  request. 


o% 


2  Years  Interest  Pres  Craft 
Only  vrth  Exec  Family  model 


Exec  Family  Model  shown  above  vwth 

15  extra  software  files,  joystick 
microphone,  5  games  and  Compass 
CD.  £148  +VAT  £17190  Inc  VAT  extra. 
Mates!  See  Qanpta:  Pay  pa  MM5  HO*) 

£396.85  depasfl  ana  ?A  ranSVy  payments  ct 
£29  Tod  prtca  £629  +£149  +£25  dtfevy  +VAT 
=  £1294 ilS  =  Cash  Prica  APR  0% 


Win  a  PC  for  Christmas 

In  our  free  Showroom  competition 

See  Showroom  staff  for  details 

Visit  your  local  Showroom  or  order  direct  on 

Freephone  0800  77 11 07 
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Time  Shovf«joms  within 
the  super  stores  of 


POWERHOUSE 


AYLESBURY 

Camtmdge  Close. 

Cambridge  Retail  Park 

BANBURY 

2  Lockheed  CIom, 
Banbury  RaaJ  Park 

BASILDON 

Mayflower  RaaiJ  Paik. 
Mena!  Read 

BRACKNELL 

Skimpedhrtl  Lane 
Ratad  Park. 

The  PwJ  Centre 

BRENTWOOD 

BVB&  High  Street 

BRISTOL 

Lysanfler  Road. 

Patchway, 

Cnhbs  Causeway 

CAMBRIDGE 

The  Bee  H»e  Cense. 
CdUhams  Lane 

CANNOCK 

Drtwal  Retail  Centre 

CARDIFF  BAY 

Ferry  Road. 
CaidtfBav  Retai  Park 

CARDIFF 

Newport  Road 
[Opens  lSSiDeci 

CHIPPENHAM 

Hathaway  Rem  Park. 

Foifidry  lane 

COVENTRY 

Gatagher  Retail  Park, 
Stoney  Stanton  Road 

DAGENHAM 

Memetands  Retal 
Part.,  RttJOte  Road 

DERBY 

Tne  Vangsway 
fletal  Paik 

GUILDFORD 

Ladvmeaa  Been  Park. 

Europa  Park  Road 

HAYES 

Lombardy  Retail  Part, 
CokJ  HarDOur  Lane 


HEDGE  END 

Hedge  End  Retail 
Park,  Toll  Bar  Wav. 

Southampton 

HUNTINGDON 

Huntingdon  Retail 
PatK  St  Petras  Road 

IPSWICH 

Sandtings  Retail  Park. 
RarettmsGWay 

KETTERING 

Kettering  Retail  Park. 
Can  na  Road 

LONDON 

Humphrey  Street 
Southwark 

NORTHAMPTON 

RrrereKte  Raiail  r-art- 

NORWICH 

Blackberry  Coon 
Sweetbriar  Road 

POOLE 

Mannng  Heath  Retail 
Park  Yarrow  Road 

SLOUGH 

Bath  Road 

SOLIHULL 

Sears  Ratal  Part.. 
Marshall  take  Hoad 

SOUTHAMPTON 

Nursling  Industrial 
Estate 

STEVENAGE 

RoamgMeg 
Ratal  Park, 
Monte  Wood  Way 

STOKE 

PfiSlnraJ  Park.  Etruria 

SWINDON 

Greentmdga  Retail 

Park.  Drakes  Wav 

TAMWORTH 

Ventura  Ratal  Centre. 
Eknerecotr 

WORCESTER 

Elgar  Retail  Park. 
Blactpote 


Time  Powerhouse  shovwmm  m  Su*p 


Other  Time 
Showrooms 

BLACKBURN 

Whftebirk  Trading 
Estate,  Peel  Centre 

NEWCASTLE 

MetroCenlie. 

Red  Quadrant, 

GLASGOW 

34-38  Sauchiehall 
Street 

HULL 

Ferensway 
(Now  open) 

LEEDS 

Crown  Point 
Retail  Park 
(Now  open) 

PRESTON 

The  Capitol  Centre. 
London  Way 

SHEFFIELD 

Meadowhall 
Retail  Park 
(Now  open; 

TELFORD 

Tefford  Shopping 
Centre 

WATFORD 

Asda  Shopping 
Centre, 

SL  Albans  Road 

Afi  Showrooms  open 
Sundays  i  except  Bremwoodt 

Canterbury  epem  soon 


Praswt  Showroom 
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Sri  Lankans  battle  to 
win  death  highway 


By  Christopher  Thomas,  south  asia  correspondent 


A  50-MILE  stretch  of  narrow, 
pot-holed  road  cutting 
through  jungle  and  rmpicaj 
countryside  In  northern  Sri 
Lanka  has  become  the  island's 
death  highway.  There  has 
been  unprecedented  bloodlet¬ 
ting  in  a  seven-month  battle 
between  troops  and  separatist 
rebels  for  control  of  the  road, 
with  no  end  in  sight  to  the 
slaughter. 

The  outcome  of  the  battle 
could  mark  a  turning  point  in 
the  decade-old  war.  Sinw  May 
5L500  men  have  died  or  been 
wounded  on  both  sides  —  hor¬ 
rific  even  by  the  extraordinary 
levels  of  carnage  on  the  an¬ 
cient  island  of  Serendip. 

The  army,  determined  tn 
press  ahead  with  Operation 
Sure  Victory  despite  the  scale 
of  killing,  has  captured  more 
than  rwo  thirds  of  the  road 
yard  by  yard.  The  Tamil 
Tigers  are  throwing  every¬ 
thing  into  the  battle,  including 
waves  of  teenage  suicide 
squads,  it  is  probably  the  most 
important  contest  of  the  war. 

The  ruad  would  Jink  the 


south  ro  the  Tamil  heartland 
of  the  north,  providing  a 
cheaper  and  safer  supply  life¬ 
line  for  government  troops. 
Every  man.  his  equipment, 
food  and  clothes  have  to  be 
transported  to  the  north  by 
military  plane  or  ship,  both  of 
them  tenuous  and  expensive 
connections. 

There  are  fears  that  the 
Tigers  have  acquired  Stinger 
anti-aircraft  missiles,  which 
would  end  the  air  link  if 
confirmed.  And  the  Sea  Tigers 
constantly  harass  military 
shipping-  The  army’s  worst 
nightmare  is  that  its  thou- 
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sands  of  troops  on  the  north¬ 
ern  Jaffna  peninsular  could  be 
cut  off.  with  catastrophic 
consequences. 

Capture  of  the  road  would 
give  the  Government  a  deci¬ 
sive  military  advantage.  The 
Tigers  are  already  in  desper¬ 
ate  trouble  on  the  battle¬ 
ground.  Tamils  are  generally 
sick  of  them,  and  international 
sympathy  has  all  but  dried  up. 

Voluntary  donations  to  the 
organisation  have  plummet¬ 
ed,  although  it  continues  to 
extract  money  from  expatriate 
Tamils.  British-based  Tamils 
with  family  members  still  in 
Sri  Lanka  complain  that  they 

have  been  warned  to  pay  up  or 
risk  their  relatives  being 
killed.  They  say  they  are 
required  to  give  regular 
amounts  each  month  to  Tamil 
welfare  organisations. 

Recruitment  of  fighters  is 
increasingly  difficult  and  boys 
of  14  are  routinely  thrown  into 
battle.  The  Tigers  have  mount¬ 
ed  four  big  offensives  to  drive 
the  army  off  the  road,  inflict¬ 
ing  heavy  casualties  and  sus¬ 


taining  big  losses  themselves. 
Twelve  miles  of  highway  re¬ 
main  to  be  captured. 

Two  army  divisions,  or 
20,000  men,  are  fighting  on 
the  road.  G.  Pfeiris.  the  Justice 
Minister,  said  opening  the 
highway  would  "make  a  dras¬ 
tic  impact  on  the  fortunes  of 
war".  Velupiilai  Prabhakaraa 
the  Tigers'  leader,  has  rejected 
government  peace  efforts 
aimed  at  providing  substan¬ 
tial  autonomy  to  Tamil-domi¬ 
nated  areas  of  the  country.  He 
said  in  a  rebel  radio  address 
that  the  fight  would  go  an  for  a 
"Tamil  homeland,  Tamil  na¬ 
tionhood  and  the  Tamil  right 
to  self-determination'*. 

□  Colombo:  A  bomb  being 
carried  by  a  Tamil  suicide 
attacker  went  off  yesterday 
before  he  reached  the  intended 
military  target,  killing  the 
attacker  and  a  scooter  taxi 
driver  transporting  him.  offici¬ 
als  said.  The  operation,  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  by  tiie  separatist 
Liberation  Tigers  of  Tamil 
Eelam,  was  in  Batticaloa,  1S7 
miles  east  of  Colombo.  (AFP) 


Raiders 
kill  200 
Tutsi 
refugees 

From  Didier  Lauras 

fl*  KIGALI 

AT  LEAST  200  Tutsi  refugees 
were  killed  and  200  wounded 
in  an  attack  on  their  camp  in 
northwest  Rwanda,  where 
they  had  fled  from  the  former 
Zaire.  UN  officials  said 
yesterday. 

Reports  of  the  attack  came 
as  Madeleine  Albright,  the  US 
Secretary  of  State,  met  Presi¬ 
dent  Bhdmungu  of  Rwanda 
and  Vice-President  -  Paul 
Kagame  and  then  laid  a 
wreath  at  a  mass  grave  for 
1,700  people  massacred  in 
Kicukiro. 

Later,  her  plane  was  divert¬ 
ed  to  Luanda,  the  capital  of 
Angola,  after  it  was  unable  to 
land  in  Kinshasa  because  of  a 
rainstorm.  She  headed  back  to 
Kinshasa  after  the  delay. 

The  latest  killings  occurred 
overnight  at  the  Mudende 
camp,  which  housed  the  refu¬ 
gees.  the  UN  High 
Commissioner  for  Refugees 
said.  Many  refugees  fled  the 
camp,  which  last  month 
sheltered  about  IS,  000 
people,  to  an  unknown 
destination.  (AFP) 


Madeleine  Albright  after  laying  a  wreath  at  the  cemetery  near  Kigali  yesterday 
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Winnie 
‘does  not 
frighten’ 
theANC 

From  Inigo  Grmore  ■  - 

IN  JOHANNESBURG 

THABO  MBEKI.  Deputy 
President  of  South  Africa, 
yesterday  denied  that  there 
was  a  campaign  by  die  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  African  National 
Congress  to  undermine  the 
political  ambitions  of  Winnie 
Madikizda-Mandda.  The  de¬ 
nial  came  less  titan  24  hours 
after  the  former  wife  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Mandela  was  omitted 
from  the  party's  nomination 
list  for  its  top  six  executive 
positions. 

Mr  Mbeki,  the  ANC  presi¬ 
dent-elect.  said  there  was  no 
“great  fright"  in  the  ANC 
about  Mis  Mandela  and  he 
appealed  to  .journalists  not  to 
be  “so  fixated  with  Winnie" 
But  his  appeal  appeared  only 
to  underline  concern  .within 
party  ranks  about  her  chall¬ 
enge.  coming  as  it  does  amid 
reported  attempts  by  the 
leadership  to  block  her  bid  to 
become  ANC  deputy  presi¬ 
dent  at  next  week’s  party  con¬ 
ference: 

Her  chances  rest  on  a 
nomination  from  the  confer¬ 
ence  floor  which,  as  a  result  of 
an  amendement  to  the  party’s 
constitution  put  forward  on 
Wednesday,  has  to  be  second¬ 
ed  by  25  per  cent,  rather  than 
10  per  cent  of  delegates.. 


Challenge 

toBiko 

#  i 

killers’ 

amnesty 

Johannesburg:  The  former 
security  policemen  seeking 
amnesty  for  the  1977  death  in 
detention  of  Steve  Bflu).  the 
anti-apairfhekfl  campaigner, 
were  accused  a :  the  conclusion 
of  their  hearu  g  yesterday  of 
Tying  to  hide  ti  e  fact  that  they 
had  punched  Biko  to  death 
(Inigo  Gflmon  writes). 

-  Speaking  at  the  hearing  in 
Port  Elizabeth  George  Bizos. 
the  Biko  family’s  lawyer,  chal¬ 
lenged  the  right  of  the  police¬ 
men  to  applj  for  amnesty’ 
when  they  hat  failed  to  con¬ 
fess  to  any  crifiinal  offences. 
“They  are  lying  because  they 
hope  to  get  amnesty  to  dear 
their  records,  and  their  names, 
but .  they  do  'hot  have  the 
courage  to  tell  the  whole  truth, 
that  they  actually  punched 
this  man  to  death,”  he  said. 

Earlier,  Cobus  Bopyens. 
counsel  for  three  of  the  four 
applicants,  argued  that  his 
cheats  had  made  full  disclo- 
snre  and  shown  a  potitical 
motive — keyrequirements  for 
amnesty  in  terms  of  the  com¬ 
mission's  rules. 

A  fifth  policeman  was  earli¬ 
er  this  week  granted  a  sepa¬ 
rate  hearing.  The  amnesty 
committee,  chaired  by  a  judge, 
is  expected  to  announce  its 
derision  early  next  year,  and  if 
the  policemen  are  unsuccess¬ 
ful  they  could  be  prosecuted. 
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ALUAREKJH  REUTERS 


By  MlCrtAELTHEODOULOU  IN  NICOSIA.  AND  MlCHAEL  BlNTON 


AT  LEAST  8QQ  prisoners  have 
been  executed  m  Iraq  where 
President  Saddam  Hussein 
.has.  embarked  on  a  new 
campaigirof  terror  to  kfeep  his 
-security  forces  alert  and  his 
■  suffering  people  cowed 

■Most  .  were  suspected  of 
belonging  to  opppntion 
groups  and  the  mutilated  bod¬ 
ies  of  some  were  returned  to 
their  families,  dissidents  said 
in  a  report  that  diplomats 
described  as  “entirely -plaus- 
.  ible".  The  prisoners  were  exe¬ 
cuted  in  two  jails  as  part  of  a 
so-called  “prison  cleansing 
campaign”  organised  by  Sat? 
dam’s  younger  sort,  Qusai, 
who  controls  the  state’s  sec¬ 
urity  apparatus.  Some'  were 
shot  dead,  the  others  dectro- 
[  cuted,  the  opposition  •  Iraqi 
National  Congress  aid. 

-  _  The  group  linked -the  execu¬ 
tions  to  the  redeni  crisis  over 
weapons  inspections  and  said 
Saddam  often  “increases  re¬ 
pression  .when  he  feels  trium¬ 
phant”.  Richard  Butler,  who. 
heads  the  United  Nations 
body  charged  with  disarming 
Iraq,  is  due  in  Baghdad  today 
to  insist  an  unimpeded  access' 
to  all  sites,  including  Sad¬ 
dam’s  many  palaces. 

Security  Council  resolutions 
gave  the  inspectors  the  right  to 


£0  wherever  they  suspected 
there  might  be  weapons -of 
mass  destruction,  Mr  Butler 
insisted.-  -He  said  Iraqi  at¬ 
tempts  to  refuse  access  to  the. 
palaces  Or  other  sensitive  ar¬ 
eas  were  prbduarig  ambiguity 
-  and  growing- difficulties.  -■  • 
“We  can’t  work  that  way  if 
we  are  to  help  the  Iraqi  people - 
to  have  a.  normal  .me.” -Mr 


C  The  Iraqi 
leader  thrives 
on  a  state  of 
crisis.  It  keeps 
the  people  living 
in  fear  T 


Butler  said  in  London  after 
talks  with  Robin  Code,  the 
Foreign  Secretary,  on  Wednes¬ 
day.  He  was  due  to  discuss 
access  as  soon  as  he  arrived  in 
Baghdad,  and  would  remind 
Iraq  that1  it  is  obliged  to  help 
the  inspectors  to  identify  re¬ 
maining  weapons. 

Mr  Butler  refused  to  give  a 
timetable  for  completion  of  his 
task.  “It  is  in  their  hands,”  he 


Islamic  statesmen 


spurn  extremists 


By  Michael  TtaEODtHhjou  r. 


MUSLIM  leaders^  con¬ 
demned  Israel  as  a. “terrorist 
state”,  but  also-  denounced 
terrorism  in  the  name  of 
Islam  as  they  ended  a  summit 
in  Iran  yesterday. 

The  Tehran  Declaration, 
called  for  “interaction,  dia¬ 
logue  and',  understanding 
among  cultures  and  reli¬ 
gions”,  reflecting  the  spirit  of 
.  the  opening  speech  by  ban’s 
moderate  President,  Muham¬ 
mad  Khatami.  1  *.«i  ■jtinuro  >. 

The  gathering  had  provid¬ 
ed  his  first  big  opportunity  to' 
convince  the  world,  he  is 
-determined  to  steer  his  com*- . 
try  on  a  pragmatic  new 
course.  Egypt  and  Saudi  Ara¬ 
bia,  foe  Islamic  world's  most., 
important  states  and  both  key 
American  allies,  promised  to 
take  steps  to  improve  ties  with 
Iran,  while  .  Kofi  Annan,  the; 
United  Nations  Secretary- 
General,  endorsed  Mr  Khat¬ 
ami  as  a  man  with  whom  the 
world  could  do  business. 

The  joint  declaration  was 
predictably  harsh  on  XszadL  A 
copy  of  foe  statement  due  to 
be  read  last  night  called  for 
“the  liberation  of  all  occupied 


Arab  land  and  for  foe  restora¬ 
tion  of.  foe  usurped -rights  of 
the  -Palestinian  people”.  It 
condemned  IscaePs  “expan¬ 
sionist  policies”  and  demand¬ 
ed  a  hah  to  Jcwisb  settlements 
in  Jerusalem. 

The  summit  which  includ¬ 
ed  28  heads  of  state,  prime 
ministers  and  crown  princes,, 
also  ~  condemned  terrorism' 
commuted,  in  the .-  name of 
Islam  - distinguishing 

.texrorismdromthe  struggle  of 
perries  against  ookntial  or 
alkn  domination  or  foreign 
occupation”.  The  issue  of  ter¬ 
rorism  .had  topped  the  agen¬ 
da-after  massacres  in  Algeria 
and  the  sraugbter  of  62  tour¬ 
ists  at  Luxorin  Egypt  . 

»  Mr  Khatami  bdd  a  25- 
mtmrte  meeting  yesterday 
with  Taha  Yassin  Ramadan, 
foelraqi  Vice-Presrident — the 
highest-level contact  since  the  1 
two  countries  ended  an  cigtri-  j 
year -war  in  1988.  that  ,  cost  I 
hundreds  of  thousands  of 
lives.-  '• 

-  Speculation  grew  in  Tehran 
last  wight  that  Iran  and  Iraq 
would"  soon-  exchange 
ambassadors.  • 
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said  of  the  Iraqi  authorities. 
He  said  the  inspectors  had  not 
received  the  necessary  co¬ 
operation  from  Iraq  over  bio¬ 
logical  weapons. 

The  Iraqi  media,  which 
described  Mr.  Butler  as  a  " 


“mad  dog”,  predicted  that  his 
mission  was  “doomed  to  fail” 


Hie  United  States,  which  has 
two  aircraft  carriers  in  foe 
Gulf,  said  it  would  allow 
diplomacy  to  run  its  course, 
but  is  keeping  open  the  mili¬ 
tary  option  to- enforce  Iraqi 
compliance.  .. 

Mr  Butler's  arrival  will 
coincide'  with  a  carefully- 
staged  street  party  in  Baghdad 
to  mark  the  first  anniversary 
of  a  failed  assassination  at¬ 
tempt  on  Uday  Hussein, 
Saddam’s  eldest  son  and  one¬ 
time  heir  apparent  who  was 
left-crippled  by  foe  ambush,  it 
emerged  yesterday  that 
Uday’S  personal  doctor, 
Hassan  al-Kbudaiiy.  recently 
fled  to  Saudi  Arabia  after  a 
heated  row,  leaving  his  family 
behind. 

The  reports  come  days  after 
Iraq  hanged  four  Jordanian 
men  it  accused  of  smuggling 
spare  car  parts  worth  a  total  of 
just  $400  (E 250).  Jordan, 
whose  press  yesterday  ac¬ 
cused.  Iraq  of  “betrayal”.  has 


Israelis 


ban  Arab 


census  in 


Holy  City 


From  Christopher  Walker 

IN  JERUSALEM 


Relatives  of  two  Jordanian  brothers  hanged  in  Iraq  for  smuggling  mourn  at  their  home  in  Amman  yesterday 


retaliated  by  recalling  its 
charge  d’affaires  from  Bagh¬ 
dad  and  sharply  cutting  Iraqis 
diplomatic  presence  in  Am¬ 
man.  A  statement  published 
by  the  official  news  agency 
yesterday  called  for  the  imme¬ 
diate  release  of  any  remaining 
Jordanians  held  in  Iraq.  King 
Hussein  had  personally  inter¬ 
vened  in  an  attempt  to  prevent 
foe  executions. 

The  hangings  were  seen  as 
an  inexplicable  and  gratuitous 


snub  to  a  sympathetic  neigh¬ 
bour  and  have  angered  other 
Arab  countries  that  are  sup¬ 
portive  of  Iraq'S  calls  for  an 
end  to  sanctions.  The  Iraqi 
Foreign  Ministry  said  it  was 
surprised  at  the  fuss  sur¬ 
rounding  the  executions,  say¬ 
ing  it  was  a  case  of  economic 
sabotage  against  a  sanctions- 
hit  country. 

Jordan's  response  was  its 
toughest  diplomatic  stand 
since  King  Hussein,  once 


Iraq’s  staunchest  Arab  ally, 
began  publicly  calling  for 
political  change  in  Baghdad 
following  high-level  defections 
in  1995.  But  in  recent  months 
relations  had  again  been  im¬ 
proving,  with  visiting  Iraqi 
officials  such  as  Tariq  Aziz,  the 
Deputy  Prime  Minister,  being 
accommodated  in  guest 
houses  rather  than  in  hotels. 

“Saddam  must  be  trying  to 
send  some  sort  of  message  to 
Jordan,  but  God  knows  what* 


an  Arab  diplomat  in  Am¬ 
man  said.  “What  is  clear  is 
that  he  thrives  on  a  state  of 
crisis.  It  keeps  foe  regime  alert 
and  foe  people  in  fear.” 

The  executions  may  be  in¬ 
tended  as  a  warning  to  smug¬ 
glers  trying  to  muscle  in  on  foe 
multimillion-pound  black 
market  controlled  by  Sad¬ 
dam’S  family,  who  have 
amassed  vast  fortunes  since 
sanctions  were  imposed  seven 
years  ago.  diplomats  said. 


YASSIR  ARAFATS  Palestin¬ 
ian  Authority  vowed  defiantly 
yesterday  to  continue  conduct¬ 
ing  its  census  among  the 
estimated  180.000.  Arabs  in 
east  Jerusalem,  despite  a 
rushed  new  Israeli  law  to 
outlaw  it 

Just  before  midnight  last 
night  The  Knesset  voted  26-11 
to  tighten  Israel's  grip  over 
east  Jerusalem  by  imposing  a 
broad  ban  on  Palestinian  pol¬ 
itical  activity  in  the  city. 

Binyamin  Netanyahu,  foe 
Prime  Minister,  pushed  the 
Bill  through  parliament  in 
highly  unusual  and  acceler¬ 
ated  proceedings,  after  Israeli 
legal  experts  informed  him 
that  an  existing  prohibition 
did  not  cover  Palestinian  cen¬ 
sus-taking. 

France  was  the  first  interna¬ 
tional  voice  to  condemn  foe 
new  Israeli  move  to  strength¬ 
en  its  control  over  foe  disputed 
Holy  City.  Mast  countries, 
including  Britain,  do  not  rec¬ 
ognise  Israel's  daim  to  sover¬ 
eignty  and  maintain  em¬ 
bassies  in  Tel  Aviv. 

Faisal  aJ-Husseini.  foe  PLO 
appointed  official  in  charge  of 
Palestinian  affairs  in  east  Je¬ 
rusalem.  accused  Israel  of 
using  “repression”  and  said  it 
was  tile  Palestinians’  right  to 
gafoer  figures  concerning 
their  people  and  that  the 
census  would  continue  “one 
way  or  another". 
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Stack  I  Decker  Vortical  damping 
Workmate  WM825 

One  handed  operation.  62(F80Qmm 
working  heights.  • 

3  vice  jaw  position.  m  ja 

Maximum  load  # 

250kg;  (Not  shown). 


i  -V!,;  ■ 


CRAIG  DONCASTER 
Checkout  Operator 
NEW  B&Q  AYR 


'SAVE: 

£5 


Eariex  Autoload  . 
Cordless  Faint 
•  Rotter  PR9  : 

9ms  roier  head, 
k  two  speed  flow  jw.v 
L”  control 
ggsasas*.  and 

1==!=®=^ water 

based paint.  Bl 
V  Requtas4sfc»  §§§§$ 
D  batteries 

(Not  Included), 


Dremel 
Multi  Purpose 
Power  Tool  3950 

125  watts.  Variable 
speed  with  quick 
action  collet. 
Includes  40 


Performance 
Power  Angle 
Grinder 
NPT2304 

:230vOttS,- 
1800  watt 

motor.  6000rpm.  ” 
Disc  she  230mm 
70mm  cutting  depth 
and  od}usfable  M 
side  handle.  A 
Was  £69.99  E. 


accessories 
and  carry  case. 
Was  £83.99 


Bosch 

Corded 

DriBPSB  400-2  ^ 

400  watts. 

10mm  chuck. 

2  speed.  Hammer 
action  and  lock-on 


Was  £29.99 


£24 


SAVF 

£4 


.95  £29 


.99 


In  12 
.cotours. 


"SAVE> 

£10 


Performance  Power 
Cordless  Drill  Kit 

18  vote,  10mm  keyless 
chuck.  Variable  speed, 
reversing,  torque 
control  TncJudes 
charger,  a  selection 
of  screwdriver 


bits  and  sockets. 


£69 


Block  ftltacker  Vsnapak  MuW-V’ 

.Purpose  Cordless  Tool  Kit  VP940KA 

3.6  vote.  Two  speed  with  quick  ’ 


-Kapok  Cordless  Power  Tool 
Workshop  lOf  VP1015K 

Kit  comprises  of  7.2  vott  variable 
speed  reversing  drift,  12  volt 
multi-purpose  saw,  7  J2  volt  detail 
sander  and  3^  volt  torch.  Includes 


inctudes  26  accessories, 
wt box.  .  ^  mM 

/AC 

charger,  mm  ■  ■  4 


Block  &  Decker  Jigsaw  ICS633E 

400  watts,  variable  speed. 
Electronic  feed  back  semiring 
action.  Superiok 

blade  clamp,  Cl 

Was £44.99  M  “JlUl 


Kdrcher  210 
Preoswe  Washer 

High  pressure  hose 
with  trigger  gun.  Was  £99 


carry  case. 


and  two 
batteries. 


£99 


£39“ 


„£20. 


£89 


Bosch  Delta 
^  Sander  PDA  T20E 

120  watts.  Variable 
speed  and  94mm  disc. 
.  Was  £54.49  £48^8* 


Mini  Bench 
DriD  CH10 
Vshp  motor, 

5  speed  and 
13mm  chuck. 


£39 


.99 


ByoM  PeifosmcHice 

Cordless  Hobby  Tool  HRHB 

4,8  vote,  1 6  JWOtpm.  includes 
automatic  recharging  stand.  With 
10  accessories  Incfudmg  cutoff 

discs,  grineffng  cy>d  poflshirtg 

stones;  .engraving  cuttec  mandrel, 
coitetand  AjbjbAe 

s^w/xO-95 


SAVE 


Btack  b  Decker  1/ 

and.3M  37  Piece 
MB  Accessory  < 

A  Safety  Kit 

tocfexSog  sanding  accessories, 
screwdriving  bits,  safety  mask  and 

VtasSttW?  /OA99 


GIFT  VOUCHERS 
MAKEANB)EALij 
CHRISTMAS  11 
PRESEMT  /: 


Performance  Power 

Table  Saw  HSM 

230  volts.  420  watt  motot  Maximum 
cutting  depth  40mm  Table  rite  to 
45°.  Supplied  with  rip  fence, 
was  £79.99 


rSAVE> 

£10 


Bosch  MuHi  Sander  KX  12AE 

400  watts  and  125mm  disc. 


Includes  dt^t 
bag  and 
adjustable 
front  handle. 
Wds  £69.95  , 


£59 


£29 


Why  not  give  git 
vouchers  from  B&Q  , 
that  can  also  beused 
otWootworih.  Comet. 
Superdrug  and  MVC. 


EARNTESCOCtUBCAM) 
POINTS  AT  B&Q 

•  MlniMfarMc*. 

IMiMrDRWtaHa>MM«rlMlh^fc.- 


OPENING  HOURS 

MondapCBMOar:  Motf  ttns  Barrtpm.  endsr:  MnlJtant  Entfond  a  WObi 
lOcrMpm  (wtmv  SooTtand  Pan^pm  ft  nuttm  wont*  IpnKpm 

C«MnitoM  hm*  »w\t  pirn*  *phon«  yev  momI  eow  to  wofcra. 

iwimewiaiirtonei-raw«WMBi.iiuBHiowww  4*»«ma 


€Xfcwinnvw»TC#>Se*w4w>M"i»w>IMieOi»Bfc.W»qwo*lneaeiardBlDeoiourPifc«tonfce. 

Qfcn^Kia<h2ff7.SaH»hownCTBCUp«BOitnui».Ofc»ndbi»rtloo»ofc±OrPl«»Pto»factwdtb^3wtowRng. 


YOU  CAN  DO  IT  WHEN  YOU  B&Q  IT? 


18  OVERSEAS  NEWS 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  12 1997 


Kremlin  denies 


heart  link  to 


Yeltsin  illness 


From  Rosnv  Lodge  in  Moscow 


PRESIDENT  YELTSIN,  un¬ 
dergoing  treatment  for  a  viral 
infection,  yesrerday  cancelled, 
on  medical  advice,  a  planned 
radio  address  to  the  nation. 

Mr  Yeltsin.  66.  had  ex¬ 
pressed  his  determination  to 
go  ahead  with  the  weekly 
speech  after  being  admitted  on 
Wednesday  to  the  Barvikha 
sanatorium  outside  Moscow, 

where  he  spent  several 
months  earlier  this  year  con¬ 
valescing  after  his  heart  by¬ 
pass  operation  and  a  bout  of 
pneumonia  last  November. 

A  Kremlin  statement  said 
last  nighi  that  Mr  Yeltsin's 
doctors  had  advised  him 
against  aggravating  catarrh 
in  his  tliroat  by  recording  the 
speech,  which  usually  lasts  ten 
minutes.  On  this  occasion  the 
speech  was  to  have  marked 
the  annual  holiday  today. 
Constitution  Day,  a  landmark 
on  the  Yeltsin  calendar  com¬ 
memorating  the  new  Russian 
Constitution  adopted  after  the 
bloody  clashes  in  Moscow  of 
October  1993. 


spokesman  denied  reports 
that  he  had  suffered  a  new 
tout  of  heart  trouble.  Indepen¬ 
dent  doctors  say  such  a  recur¬ 
rence  could  well  manifest  itself 
in  the  form  of  a  respiratory 
complaint 

Unfortunately  for  Kremlin 
officials,  their  past  record  of 
playing  down  Mr  Yeltsin’s 
health  crises  has  led  to 
scepticism  about  their  current 
reassurances.  In  July  last 
year,  jusr  before  the  crucial 
second  round  of  the  presiden¬ 
tial  elections.  Mr  Yeltsin  was 


There  has  been  speculation 
that  Mr  Yeltsin's  latest  medi¬ 


cal  problems  could  be  linked 
with  a  recurrence  of  his  heart 
problems,  but  a  presidential 


Yeltsin  on  TV  yesterday: 
“no  cause  for  alarm” 


Doctors  ‘wise  to  act’ 


IN  VIEW  of  President 
Yeltsin's  history  of 
myxoedema  (reduced  thyroid 
function)  and  consequent  cor 
onary  heart  disease,  followed 
by  a  multiple  bypass  opera¬ 
tion.  his  doctors  are  wise  to 
take  any  respiratory  tract 
infection  seriously. 

All  chest  infections  will 
reduce  the  efficiency  of  the 
lungs  and  hence  the  oxygen¬ 
ation  of  the  blood  will  suffer. 
Poorly  oxygenated  blood,  in 
turn,  will  put  an  added  strain 
on  the  heart. 

The  chest  pain  that  the 
President  has  been  feeling 
may  well  stem  from  his  pul¬ 
monary  infection,  but  there  is 
always  the  possibility  that  it  is 
of  cardiac  origin,  which  ex¬ 
plains  his  physicians'  anxiety. 

The  President's  recovery, 
once  it  was  discovered  that 
poor  thyroid  function  was  the 


basic  cause  of  his  cardiovas¬ 
cular  problems,  has  surprised 
the  medical  profession.  How¬ 
ever.  the  biochemical  changes 
caused  by  myxoedema  must 
have  been  damaging  all  his 
arteries  for  many  years  and 
this  damage  will  not  be  entire¬ 
ly  repaired  by  his  bypass 
operation. 

The  President  continues  to 
show  some  signs  of  Parkin¬ 
sonism.  but  in  general  his 
health  has  been  so  much 
better  and  his  vitality  so  much 
more  obvious  that  these  signs 
have  been  obscured. 

Any  complacency  will  be 
misplaced,  however,  and  the 
President's  health  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  need  the  careful  supervi¬ 
sion  that  it  has  constantly 
been  receiving. 


Dr  Thomas 
Stuttaford 


said  to  be  suffering  from  a  cold 
and  fatigue. 

It  turned  out  that  he  had 
suffered  a  heart  attack  which 
kept  him  out  of  the  public  eye 
for  weeks.  Policy  has,  how¬ 
ever.  changed  considerably 
since  then  and  Mr  Yeltsin 
himself  announced  on  tele¬ 
vision  that  he  was  about  to 
undergo  heart  surgery,  weeks 
ahead  of  the  operation. 

The  Yeltsin  administration 
reacted  quickly  yesterday  to 
play  down  the  latest  rumours. 
The  Itar-Tass  news  agency 
quoted  Michael  DeBakey,  the 
veteran  American  cardiologist 
who  advised  Mr  Yeltsin's  op¬ 
erating  team  last  year,  as 
saying  there  was  no  cause  for 
alarm. 

"1  have  not  talked  to  Boris 
Yeltsin's  doctors,  and  the  very 
fact  that  there  has  not  been  a 
need  for  such  a  conversation 
shows  that  the  situation  is  not 
alarming,"  Itar-Tass  quoted 
him  as  saying  in  a  telephone 
interview  from  New  York. 
Interfax  news  agency  quoted 
Renat  Akchurin,  the  surgeon 
who  led  the  operating  team,  as 
saying  that  Mr  Yeltsin's  condi¬ 
tion  has  "no  connection"  with 
his  heart  surgery. 

Mr  Akchurin  has  remained 
dose  to  the  presidential  entou¬ 
rage  ever  since  the  operation 
and  accompanied  Mr  Yeltsin 
on  recent  visits  to  China  and 
Sweden.  Last  month  he  pro¬ 
nounced  the  President  hilly 
recovered  from  his  heart  prob¬ 
lems.  Until  this  week,  there  , 
appeared  little  ground  for 
doubts  about  this.  Mr  Yeltsin 
has  appeared  more  robust  and  . 
energetic  for  the  past  few 
months  than  for  two  years  ! 
before  his  operation,  and  has 
shown  no  lack  of  resolve  in 
pushing  his  policies  through 
and  confronting  opposition 
leaders. 

Russian  television  showed 
pictures  last  night  of  Mr 
Yeltsin  receiving  Valentin 
Yumashev,  the  head  of  his 
administration,  at  Barvikha 
earlier  in  the  day.  The  Presi¬ 
dent  looked  pale  and  seemed  a 
little  unsteady,  but  no  worse 
than  might  be  expected  of  a 
man  of  his  age  suffering  from 
a  throat  infection. 


Neo-Nazi  army 
scandals  derail 


Ruhe’s  career 


Giuseppe  Ferrigno  with  figures.  Princess  Diana.  Padre  Pio  and  Mother  Teresa 


Nativity  artist  in  Naples  puts 
Diana  among  secular  saints 


From  Richard  Owen  in  home 


THREE  months  after  her 
death  in  Paris,  Diana,  die 
Princess  of  Wales,  has  be¬ 
come  immortalised  as  a  figure 
in  this  year's  Italian  Christ¬ 
mas  cribs,  together  with 
Mother  Teresa  of  Calcutta, 
who  died  only  days  after  the 
Princess,  and  Gianni  Versace, 
the  Italian  fashion  designer 
gunned  down  In  Miami 
Beach  in  July. 

Giuseppe  Ferrigno,  a  Nea¬ 
politan  craftsman  who  comes 
from  a  long  Line  of  crib- 
makers  in  Naples,  said  the 
late  Princess  was  "one  of  the 
great  figures  of  our  time". 
Customers  can  buy  the  terra¬ 
cotta  Diana  figure  separately 


to  set  among  the  more  tradi¬ 
tional  Marys  and  Josephs,  or 
they  can  opt  for  the  de  luxe 
“celebrity  crib"  in  which  Di¬ 
ana  appears  as  Mary,  togeth¬ 
er  with  —  in  a  humorous 
touch  —  three  prominent  Ital¬ 
ian  personalities  as  the  Three 
Wise  Men:  Silvio  Berlusconi, 
tiie  media  tycoon  and  former 
Prime  Minister;  Gianni 
Agnelli,  the  Hat  magnate;  and 
Romano  Prodi.  the  Prime 
Minister. 

There  is  nothing  wrong  in 
mixing  novelties  with  tradi¬ 
tion."  said  Giuseppe's  son, 
Marco,  who  makes  the  fig¬ 
ures  with  him  in  the  work¬ 
shop  in  the  San  Gregorio  di 


Anneno  backstreets  of  Na¬ 
ples.  The  three  are  linked: 
Mother  Teresa  was  very  dose 
to  Diana,  and  so  was 
Versace." 

Proceeds  from  the  sale  of 
the  Mother  Teresa  figure  wOI 
goto  the  Naples  branch  of  the 
Sisters  of  Charity,  the  order 
she  founded.  The  practice  of 
including  modern  secular  fig¬ 
ures  in  the  Naples  cribs  is  not 
new.  but  it  is  rare  for  the 
Ferrignosand  other  crib-mak¬ 
ers  to  honour  foreigners  in 
this.  way.  The  Diana  figure 
costs  about  £5  and  comes  in  a 
variety  of  gowns  and  dresses, 
including  some  of  those  de¬ 
signed  for  her  by  Versace. 


The  up-and-coming 

career  of  Volks' Rube. 

the  German  Defence 
Minister  once  tipped  as  a 
future  Chancellor,  has  taken 
a  nose-dive  as  a  result  of 
almost  daily  revelations 
about  the  neo-Nazi  penetra¬ 
tion  of  the  army.  “His  job  is 
now  an  the  line,"  said  Wal- 
ther  Kolbrow,  opposition  de¬ 
fence  spokesman,  and  many 
analysts  agree.  Certainty  the 
bulHiecked  minister  now 
stands  little  chance  of 
realising  his  dream  to  suc¬ 
ceed  Herr  KohL 
Conspiracy  theories 
abound.  The.  JeaJcs,  of  far- 
righr  activity  in  the  barrack 
room  and  officers’  mess  — 
the  latest  disclosures  were 
published  by  Stem  maga¬ 
zine  yesterday  —  suggest 
that  a  group  within  the  army 
is  trying  to  embarrass  or 
edge  out  the  minister.  Pri¬ 
vate  videos  showing  off-duty 
soldiers  playing  Nazinera 
war  games,  giving  Hitler 
salutes,  torturing  civilians  or 
pretending  to  dimb  into  gas 
ovens  have  been  sent  to 
magazines  and  television 
stations. 

The  most  powerful  at¬ 
tempt  to  smear  Herr  Ruhe’s 
reputation  was  a  disclosure 
this  week  that  Manfred 
Roeder,  a  top  neo-Nazi,  was 
invited  to  lecture  at  an  army 
Staff  academy.  His  record 
has  been,  carefully  chroni¬ 
cled  by  the  federal  counter¬ 
espionage  service  in  its 
openly  published  annual  re¬ 
port  Yet  he  was  invited  to 
discuss  the  politically  sensi¬ 
tive  subject  of  the  re- 
Germanisation  of  former 
East  Prussia  and  was  given 
army  surplus  vehicles  to 
supply  aid  to  ethnic  Ger¬ 
mans  in  Kaliningrad.  Herr 
Rfihe  has  suspended  two 
senior  officers  involved  in 
the  Roeder  lecture  —  one  is 
□ow  the  army's  head  of 
manpower  planning. 

The  military  counter-espi¬ 
onage  service  is  investigat¬ 
ing  760  cases  of  far-nght 
activity  and  has  been  watch¬ 
ing  138  suspect  soldiers.  Neo- 
Nazi  activity  has  more  than 
trebled  since  last  year  and 
some  has  spilled  over  out¬ 
side  the  barracks  into  .wild, 
drunken  street  chases  of 
foreigners. 

There  are  relatively 


Roger  Boyes 
reports  on  how 
the  dream  of 
replacing  Kohl 
was  shattered 


straightforward  explana¬ 
tions  for  this  behaviour.  One 
is  that  neo-Nazi  groups  have 
targeted  rite  army  for  mni- 

trafioa  Another  is  that  polit¬ 
ical  education,  once  wnt 
jarae,  is  now  neglected. 
tt  owever,  the  sudden 
B — I  force  of  the  disdo- 
A  A  sures  seems  to 

point  to  more  conspiratorial 
explanations.  Former  Gen¬ 
eral  Gerd  Schmuckle  raid 
yesterday  that  Herr  Ruhe 
had  made  a  fundamental 
error  in  splitting  the  army 
into  small,  privileged  elite 
units  that  are  trained  for 
combat  missions  abroad  and 
the  mass  of  poorly  equipped, 
poorly  paid  conscripts.  That, 
he  said,  had  created  serious 
frictions. 

The  frontiers  between 
honouring  military  heroes 
and  fer-nght  extremism  are 
being  blurred  The  open 
question  is  whether  this 
blurring  is  deliberate.  If  so. 
who  is  behind  it  and  why  are 
they  frying  to  unseal  Herr 
Rfihe?  The  mihtaiy  counter¬ 
espionage  investigators 
think  they  may  be  able  to 
unravel  port  erf  this  mystery 
by  finding  out  who  recom¬ 
mended  Herr  Roeder  as  an 
army  lecturer. 


Ruhe  fioture  is 
now  m  jeopardy 
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By  Richard  Owen 
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THE  return  of  the  exiled  Italian  Royal 
Family  to  Italy  overcame  another  hurdle 
yesterday  when  MPs  of  Left  and  Right 
joined  forces  to  give  a  first  reading  to  a 
BiD  which  would  allow  Victor  Emmanuel, 
son  of  rite  last  reigning  monarch,  to  come 
back  to  the  country  next  year. 

Victor  Emmanuel,  60.  who  .left  Italy  as 


a  young  boy  in  1946  and  who  how  lives  in 
Switzerland,  said  in  a  statement  from 
New  York  that  he  and  his  son,  Emmanuel 
Fllberto,  welcomed  the  move,  which  they 
hoped  would  enable  them  to  “live  as 
Italians  among  Italians".  He  expressed 
his  "great  emotion  at  this  good  news”. 

In  a  free  “vote  of  conscience"  in  the 
lower  house,  MPs  from  the  ruling  centre- 
left  coalition,  which  normally  relies  an 


Communist  MPs  far  a  majority,  were 
joined  tty  those  from  the  opposition 
Centre-Right  -  to  push  the  measure 
through.  The  Bflk  which  has  several 
further  hurdles  to  cross,  would  revise  the 
1946  Constitution,  -which  bans  male 
members  of 'the  House  of  Savoy  "and 
their  male  descendants"  from  setting  foot 
oriltalian  soil.  But  an  amendment  would 
bar  than  from  engaging  in  politics. 
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Germans 


dress  up 
package 


Happy 


holidays 


From  Roger  Boyes 
IN  BONN 


aWPA 

Customer 


- -*r 


3  .r 


■  ■ 


Ms?  :  tei  ’'V?:  ■  - 


LlLiltiMi 


GERMANS,  Europe's  most 
energetic  tourists,  are  being 
encouraged  to  leave  theu- 
beach  towels  and  suitcases  at 
home  and  travel  on  summer 
holidays  next  year  with  noth¬ 
ing  more  than  thedothes  they 
stand  up  in. 

The  trend  towards  so-called 
“all-inclusive"  holidays  has 
been  taken  to  head  line-grab¬ 
bing  extremes  by  the  package 
tour  group,  TUI,  which  is 
offering  Germans  a  complete¬ 
ly  new .  designer  wardrobe. 
Included  in  the  El 200  for  two 
weeks  in  Puerto  Plata  in  the 
Dominican  Republic  are  a 
linen  shirt  linen  trousers. 
espadriHes.  sandals,  shirts, 
shorts,  swimming  trunks,  un¬ 
derwear  and  a  belt. 

The  advantage  is  that  Ger¬ 
man  tourists  cannot  go  in  for 
their  traditional  competitive 
dressing  for  dinner.  The  dis¬ 
advantage  seems  to  be  that 
they  will  be  wearing  a  uni¬ 
form,  albeit  one  conceived  by 
Oscar  de  la  Renta,  designer  to 
Nancy  Reagan  and  other 
celebrities. 

Eberhard  Wuikop,  TUT 
product  manager,  said:  “Our 
tourists  will  not  be  identical 
They  will  be  offered  clothes  in 
different  sizes  and  different 
colours." 

The  economics  of  this 
scheme  hinges  on  what  writer 
Nicholas  Coleridge  has  called 
the  “fashion  conspiracy". 
Many  designer  clothes  cost¬ 
ing  thousands  of  pounds  in  i 
the  West  arc  produced  at 
relatively  low  cost  by  cheap 
labour  in  poor  countries  such  j 
as  the  Dommicm  Republic,  j 
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WPA  customers  live  very  happily  with  their  health  insurance.  Don’nake 
our  wokL.  take  theirs.  Because,  as  a  recent  poll  proved,  we  are  more 
recommended  by  customers  than  any  other  major  health  insurer* 

Ask  one  yourselfc  Then  ask  us.  We  have  all  the  answers  you  want  on 
how  to  choose  the  health  insurance  with  the  benefits  you’re  looking  for  • 
at  your  kind  of  price.  5 

Call  free  of  charge  and  obligation. 


w  0500  4l  42  43 

Western  PnnideflXAssocfettioa  Between  8™ .  ^  TOCkdays  ^ 


People  are  happy  with  WPA 
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OVERSEAS  NEWS  19 


THE  world’s  mist  “iiotoriqus  • 
professional  terrorist,  ■‘Carlos 
the  Jackal”,  will  Walk  -  or  ', 
more  likely  swagger  —  into  a 

.  Paris  court  today  to  face, trial 

in  person  for.  the  first  time. 

The  48-year-old  "Venezue¬ 
lan.  whose  real  name  ts  Hidi 
Rarnirez  Sanchez,  has  already 
been  awiviaed  in  absientfa  foir 
the  1975  killing  of  two  French' 

.  secret  service  agents  and  their. 
Lebanese  informer.  His  Tetri-' 
a!  on  those  dbarges,  expected 
to  last  at  least  a  wedk^repre-" 

.  sente  only  a  fraction  of  the 
carnage  attributed  to  one  of . 
the  most  sinister,  colourful 
•  arid  complex  figures  of  fee " 
Cold  War  era,  ' 

For  the  French  authorities, 
the  trial  is  a  belated  opportu¬ 
nity  for  revenge,  the  first  in'  a 
wave  of  legal  cases  against 
him.  For  Carlos,  after  four 
years  in  solitary  -confinement; . 
the  case  is  a  long-awaited 
chance  to  take  centre-stage; 
his  preferred  venue.. 

His  lawyers  say  Carlos  has 
been  polishing  his  knowledge 
of  the  French  language  and 
legal  system  for  months,  and  - 
that  he  plans  to  conduct  much 
of  his  defence  in. person.  -He  • 
will  argue  that  his  record  is 
not  that  of  a  terrarist  for  hire,  ; 
but  the  crusade  of  a  revolu¬ 
tionary  against  Zionism  and 
imperialism; 

An  extrovert  who  has  spent 1 
much  of  his  life  in  the  shad¬ 
ows,  Carlos  is  detemuned  .tp 
take  up  every  inch,  of  JFiis  ' 
allotted  limelight  His  career 


terrorist  will 
argue  he  was  a 
crusader,  writes 

B^Macuityre 

has  always  seemed  dose  to 
fiction  —  his  soubriquet,  after 
all.  came  from  Frederick  For- 
1  syth’s  best-selling  novel  The 
Day  of  the  Jackal. 

The  son  of  a  wealthy  Marx¬ 
ist  lawyer  who  named  him 
after  Lenin,  he  is  believed  to 
have  been  trained  in  terror¬ 
ism  in  Cuba-  Ih:  his  teens  he 
went  on  fobecome  the  sflk- 
shlrt  frequenter  of  njghtdubs, 
radical  defender  of  me  Pales¬ 
tinian  cause  and.  according  to 
prosecutors,  a  ruthless  inter¬ 
national  mass  murderer. . 

The  intense  and  heavy- 
lidded  face  farryfliar  from 
mug  shots  of  fee  1970s  has 
grown  jowly  and  pallid  in 
detention.  The  latest  photo¬ 
graph  shows  a  portly  figure. 

;  “He  will;  fight  like  a  tiger,” 
isabdle  Cobtant-Feyre,  one  of 
his  smalf  army  of  defence 
lawyers,  said:  “He  gave  ins 
life  to  political  struggle" 
Carios  also  took  the  lives  of 
others,  according  to  French, 
prosecutors  who  blame  him 
tor  the  deaths  of  more  than  80 
people  in  a  litany  of  terrorist 


. . killings.  The  hst  of  attacks 
attributed  to  him  indue"  <  the 
'  1973  shooting  and  wot;  ling 
of  Joseph  Edward.  Sfe<  the 
Jewish  president  of  Marks  & 
Spencer  fee  seizure  of  Opec 
ministers  in  Vienna  in  l  95.  in 
Which  three  penile  died;  and 
the  1976  hijacking'Of  an  Air 
France  jetliner  in  ■  Uganda 
which  left  3l  dead. 

.  It  was  the  less  spectacular 
but  still  horrific  killing  in  1975 
of  two  members  of  the  French 
DST  coumer-inteltigence  ser¬ 
vice,  who.  were  investigating 
attacks  on-  Israeli  planes,  that 
eventually  Ted  to  his  downfall 
Raymond .  Dous  and  Jean 
Donatmi  were  allegedly  shot 
by  Carlos  when  they  sur¬ 
prised  him  in  Paris  in  1975. 

Over  the  ensuing  19  years, 
the  French  secret  service  pur¬ 
sued  his  trail  until,  in  1994,  he 
'  was  seized  by  Sudanese  sec¬ 
urity  agents  after  undergoing 
testicle  surgery  in  Khartoum. 
According  to  some  accounts, 
he  was  handed  over  to  the 
French  .  authorities  still 
drugged  and  tied  up  in  a  sack. 

The  defence  team  is  expect¬ 
ed  to.  argue  that  forcing  Car¬ 
los  to  spend  the  last  three 
;  years  in  solitary  confinement 

-  has  infringed  the.  European 
Convention  on  Human 
Rights.  They  will  also  main¬ 
tain  that  he  cannot  be  tried  in 
Fiance  since  he  was  illegally 
“kidnapped"  in  Sudan. . 

.  “He  is  delighted  to  have  the 

-  chance  to  speak  out  in  public,” 
Mine  Coxitarrt'Peyre  said. 


“Carlos  the  Jackal”  in  Khartouxn  before  his  capture  in  1994  and,  right  in  an  undated  photograph  in  disguise 

Ex-wife  denounces  a  ‘megalomaniac9 


Kopp:  “he  was  a  killer” 


Berlin:  The  former  wife  of 
“Carlos  die  Jackal"  says  that 
he  was  ..  a  “megalomaniac 
madman"  who  killed  without 
compunction. 

Magdalena  Kopp,  in  an 
interview  in  the  German 
news  magazine  Stem  pub¬ 
lished  yesterday,  said  be 
“could  kill  people  without 
batting  an  eyelid”.  She  add¬ 
ed:  “Carios  wasn't  on  any¬ 
body’s  side  except  his  own.  1 
would  really  like  to  see  the 
Carios  myth  collapse.” 

Kopp,  a  former  comrade- 
in-arms  of  fee  Venezudan- 
bom  Carios,  lived  with  him 
and  haul  Ids  daughter.  She 
was  a  member  of  fee  German 
far-left  Red  Army  Faction. 


and  of  the  international 
group  of  terrorists  that 
formed  around  Carios  in  fee 
1970s  and  1980$. 

“Carlos  was  a  real  seducer. 
He  knew  how  to  charm  a 
woman.”  she  added  from  her 
new  home  in  Ulm.  southern 
Germany.  She  served  three 
years  in  jail  in  France  for 
possessing  arms  and  explo¬ 
sives  before  rejoining  him  in 
Syria  in  1985.  where  they 
were  married. 

When  the  hunt  for  him 
dosed  in,  she  fled  first  to 
Venezuela  and  then  returned 
of  her  own  accord  to 
Germany  m  1995. 

There  is  at  least  one  ele¬ 
ment  in  his  armoury  that  may 


cause  the  French  authorities 
to  pause.  For  aU  his  bombast. 
Carios  had  a  unique  insight 
into  Cold  War  terrorism, 
including  knowledge  of  other 
terrorist  groups,  and  fee 
countries  that  supported  him 
and  them.  Terrorism  experts 
say  he  may  also  still  hold 
secret  information,  such  as 
deals  struck  with  Western 
governments  in  the  1980s, 
that  could  be  used  as  bargain¬ 
ing  chips.  I AFP) 

□  Caracas;  The  father  of 
Carios  has  insisted  that  his 
son  was  being  held  illegally. 
“France  does  not  have  the 
legal  capacity  to  try  Ilich.” 
Altagraria  Ramirez  Navas 
said.  (AFP) 


\f  Nuns  sing  their  way  into  Italian  charts 


From  Richard  Owen 

-  IN  ROME1  ; 

A  GROUP  of  Italian  nuns  who  normally 
lead  .a  cloistered  life  of  contemplation  and 
avoid  contact  wife  the  outside  world  have 
produced  this  year's  surprife  'Christinas 
musical  hit:  a  best-selling  album:. of 
religious  songs  devoted  to  the '  Virgin 
Mary.  * 

“Our  record  is  selling  as  if  we  were  rock  , 
stars,"  said  Mother  Maria  Concetta, 
Mother  Superior  of  the  “Poor  Clares" 
order  at  Aibano  laziale;  iajfee  Alban  hfljs 
near  Rbme.  “But  we  feifefbl 

our  vows  of  stri*phdty#J*or 
_ ; _ 


were  founded  by  St  dare,  the  constant 
1  companion r  and  devoted  follower  of  St 
Pranas  of  "Assisi,  who  formed  a  “com¬ 
munity  of  women  dedicated  to  extreme 
poverty  ami  austerity**  in  1215.  The  order 
.  declined  . after  her  death  m  1253,  but  was 
revived  by  St  Colette  at  Besawfon.  in  the 
15th  centtny.  It  maintains  convents  in 
Italy,  France  and  Belgium  dedicated  to. 
.  “seduriop,  harness  and  solitude”. 

Mother  Maria  said  fee  nuns  at  Aibano. 
had  first  formed  a  sin^ng  group  in  1994, 

*  “at  the  instigation  of  someof  our  younger 
sisters.  We  had  no  -Jhought  of  any 
r  cotninercial  activity  ,  at  the  .  time." -The 
’’%ioup  awisists  of  26  ~nun^  who  sSng’to 


guitar,  piano  and  organ  accompaniment 
-  The  Mother  Superior  said  she  believed 
fee  feet  feat  pop  fans  were  buying  the 
Songs  for  Mary  album  was  due  to  “fee 
yearning  for  spirituality,  and  the  appeal 
of  songs  sung  from  the  heart  by  women 
full  of  love  for  God  and  Mary.  We  sing 
with  spontaneity.  We  believe  song  is  a 
fundamental  component  of  prayer.” 

Mother  Maria  said  the  convent  had 
been  “Inundated”  with  telephone  calls 
•  from  “enthusiastic  young  fans”,  some  of 
whom  had  visited  Aibano  to  talk  to  fee 
nuns  in  the  convent  parlour,  fee  only 
roam  jVbere  vows  of  solitude  could  be 
"Temporarily  relaxed”. 


Spa  town  still 
lauds  Hitler 

Prague:  Adolf  Hitler  re¬ 
mains  an  honorary  citizen  of 
one  of  the  Czech  Republic’s 
most  famous  spa  towns,  Kar¬ 
lovy  Vary,  the  jewd  of  the 
German-populated  Sudeten- 
land  that  he  annexed  in  1938. 
a  Czech  newspaper  reported 
yesterday.  A  town  hall  offi¬ 
cial,  Zdcnek  Musfl,  was 
quoted  as  saying  there  were 
no  plans  to  cancel  the  hon¬ 
our.  Hitler's  forces  were  wel¬ 
comed  when -they  occupied 
■fee  region.  (Renters) 


Offbeat  doctor  treats 
stress  with  Mozart 


Rome:  An  Italian  doctor  is 
pioneering  a  form  of  treat¬ 
ment  for  modem  stress:  60 
minutes  of  Mozart  (Richard 
Owen  writes).  Dr  Giovanni 
Spaggiari.  of  Reggio  Emilia, 
in  central  Italy,  is  prescribing 
an  hour-long  “compilation 
CD"  of  Mozart  themes  along 
wife  Valium  for  “stfessed-out 
men  and  women”. 

Dr  Spaggiari  said  stress 
had  invaded  even  the  most 
tranquil  comers  of  fee  modem 


world  arid  took  many  forms. 
He  said  he  had  been  treating 
people  for  stress-related  ill¬ 
nesses,  including  migraine 
and  “anxiety  attacks"  for  the 
past  15  years,  not  only  by 
prescribing  analgesics  but 
also  by  playing  his  patients 
recorded  harp  and  violin 
music  in  his  surgery. 

He  also  favours  natural 
sounds  such  as  bird  cries  but 
Mozart  and  Gregorian  chants 
were  “fee  most  soothing”. 


Britain 

seeks 

stronger 

world 

court 

From  James  Bone 

IN  NEW  YORK 


BRITAIN  is  breaking  ranks 
with  the  other  big  powers  to 
support  proposals  giving 
greater  authority  and  inde¬ 
pendence  io  the  planned  Inter¬ 
national  Criminal  Court. 

During  two  weeks  of  negoti¬ 
ations  at  fee  United  Nations. 
British  diplomats  have  sig¬ 
nalled  the  Government's  will¬ 
ingness  to  limit  fee  Security 
Council's  ability  to  block  in¬ 
vestigations  into  genocide  and 
other  war  crimes.  Britain  has 
also  lobbied  for  “fast-track” 
extradition  of  suspects  and 
argued  for  a  broad  interpreta- 
lion  of  what  type  of  crimes 
should  be  covered  by  the  new 
world  court,  which  is  to  be 
established  at  a  conference  in 
Rome  in  June  and  July. 

Unlike  the  existing  Interna¬ 
tional  Court  of  Justice  in  The 
Hague,  the  new  court  will 
hear  cases  against  individuals 
as  well  as  states,  operating  like 
the  current  war  crimes  tribu¬ 
nals  on  Rwanda  and  fee 
former  Yugoslavia.  In  future, 
leaders  who  commit  genocide 
might  be  hauled  before  fee 
court. 

“The  British  Government 
wants  there  to  be  an  effective 
and  independent  international 
criminal  court  with  proper 
powers  of  investigation.”  said 
Sir  John  Weston.  Britain's  UN 
representative.  “This  latest 
session  of  preparatory  work 
has  made  some  good  progress. 
The  British  Government  is 
taking  a  forward  attitude  in 
the  drafting  of  the  con¬ 
vention.” 

Human  rights  groups 
praised  Britain's  new  stance, 
attributing  fee  polity  switch  to 
the  arrival  or  the  Labour 
Government  and  its  “ethical 
foreign  policy".  One  rights 
activist  gave  Elizabeth  Wilms- 
hurst,  the  Foreign  Office  law¬ 
yer  who  is  acting  as  Britain^ 
chief  negotiator,  a  human 
rights  badge  to  congratulate 
her  on  changing  her  position. 

“The  British  position  is  an 
important  step  forward  in 
breaking  ranks  over  the  key 
issue  of  Security  Council  con¬ 
trol  of  the  court,"  said  Jelena 
Pesic,  of  the  Lawyers  Commit¬ 
tee  for  Human  Rights. 
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[Snap  It  Up! 


The  New  Villen  PIC  233 

233MHz  Pentium"  It  Processor  based  system 
with  FREE  Digital  Camera  worth  £349. 


pentium*!! 


£1399‘ 
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The  Viglen  PIC  233  features  the  newly  launched 
Pentiumr  II  Processor  -  the  fastest  and  most 
powerful  PC  processor  on  the  market  today. 

What's  more,  for  a  limited  period  only,  we 
are  including  a  FREE  Casio  digital  camera  (worth 
£349  at  retail},  a  PC  connection  kit  and  photo 
editing  software. 

It’s  the  perfect  family  PC  combination.  You  get 
<.  all  the  power  you  and  your  family  could  possibly 
need  and  a  camera  that  lets  you  see  pictures 
instantly.  And  with  the  PC 
connection  kit,  you  can  transfer 
your  captured  photographs  onto  calendars,  greeting  cards,  postcards,  desktop  publishing 
and  even  websites.  To  snap  up  this  limited  offer,  call  Viglen  direct  today/ 
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More  star 
dust  than 
glam  rock 


CUTTING 


From  the  cover  of  this 
month's  Vogue,  the 
haughtily  beautiful  im¬ 
age  of  Stella  Tennant  stares 
out  Her  shin  is  embroidered 
in  glitter  thread  and  pearls. 
Beneath  that  menacing,  ice- 
blue  stare  there  is  a  moon¬ 
beam  streak  of  silvery 
shadow.  Access  the  surface  of 
that  perfect  skin,  a  faint 
iridescent  sheen.  This  is  how 
we  would  all  like  to  look  at 
Christmas  —  sparkling  and 
slightly  aloof.  A  look  that, 
when  you  walk  into  a  party, 
provokes  a  tiny,  almost  imper¬ 
ceptible  pause  in  the  conversa¬ 
tion  which,  when  it  resumes 
after  a  beat  of  silence,  is  filled 
with  murmurs  of  “Who  is  that 
girl?"  Think  Snow  Queen. 
Think  Queen  of  the  NighL 
Whatever  you  da  don't  think 
Freddy  Mercury  of  Queen. 

Those  of  us  who  lived 
through  the  years  of  glam  rock 
can  even  now  suffer  moments 
of  post-traumatic  flashback  if 
we  are  unexpectedly  reminded 
of  the  things  we  used  to  get  up 
to  with  glitter.  They  used  to 
sell,  in  Woolworths,  little  pots 
of  metallic  powder  in  vibrant 
shades  of  violet  and  cydamen, 
aquamarine  and  lime  green. 
Did  we  really,  as  instructed  by 
the  teen  magazines  of  the  time, 
apply  this  stuff  in  concentric 
rainbow  semi-circles  from 
1  ashline  to  brow  bone,  and 
shape  it  into  butterfly  wings  at 
the  outer  comers  of  our  eyes? 
Yup.  I  am  afraid  we  did.  But 
we  were  very  young  in  those 
days,  and  now  we  know  better. 

With  judicious  application  it 
is  perfectly  possible  to  cover 
rate's  person  in  a  childishly 
satisfying  amount  of  sparkle 
while  still  avoiding  a  resem¬ 
blance  to  the  Queen  at  the 
State  Opening  of  Parliament 
(an  admirable  look,  of  course, 
but  unfortunately  Her  Majes¬ 
ty  is  the  only  person  who  is 
capable  of  carrying  it  off),  or 
Barbara  Windsor  on  her  way 
to  preside  over  a  Girls'  Nite  In 
at  the  Queen  Vic  (also  a 
perfectly  good  look  in  its  way, 
but  probably  at  its  best  when 
seen  in  its  native  habitat  of 
Walford). 

The  secret  of  successful 
__Je  lies  partly  in  one’s 
Dice  of  products,  and  partly 


in  a  certain  stealth  of  applica¬ 
tion.  A  blooming  lS-yearold 
can  survive  a  coaling  of  glitter 
that  would  instantly  reduce  an 
older  skin  to  a  tone  of  greyish 
chalk.  If  one  is  much  past  25, 
one  may  prefer  to  treat  with 
scepticism  Elle  magazine's  ad¬ 
vice  to  “sweep  Laura  Merrierfs 
glistening  Star  Dust  Loose 
Powder  all  over  the  face  and 
decollete. . ."  (If.  when  dress¬ 
ing  for  a  party,  you  find 
yourself  tempted  to  make  the 
best  of  your  cleavage’s  annual 
outing,  and  reach  for  the  Star 
Dust  after  all,  just  consider 
Joan  Collins,  and  desist) 

But  Guer Iain's  Les  Meteor¬ 
ites  —  pretty  little  balls  of 
faintly  frosty  ivory,  rosy  pink 
and  pale  gold  — <will  lend  the 
skin  a  generous  glow,  as 
though  it  were  lit  by  candle¬ 
light  (Glitter  make-up,  it  goes 
unthout  saying,  should  shun 
the  daylight  as  fervently  as 
Count  Dracula.) 

If  you  haven’t  gar  a  diamond 
for  every  finger,  make  up  for  it 
with  frosted  fingertips.  Not 
pearlised  or,  heaven  forbid, 
white  —  which  will  make  your 
hands  look  as  though  you 
have  spent  all  day  doing 
dishes  (you  may  well  have 
done  exactly  that,  but  we  are 
talking  about  illusion,  after 
all) — but  gold  or  silver.  Urban 
Decay's  Alley  Cat  (metallic 
blonde)  or  Stray  Dog  (steely 
grey)  are  cool  enough  to  win 
grudging  approval  from  even 
your  hypercritical  children. 

Every  Christmas  pro¬ 
duces  its  tempting  little 
make-up  gimmick.  A 
couple  of  seasons  ago.  it  was 
Chanel's  gold-tipped  eyelash¬ 
es.  Last  year  there  was 
Guerlain’S  metallic  eyeliner, 
housed  in  a  little  silver  flip-top 
case  that  looked  as  though 
Marie  Antoinette’s  jeweller 
had  been  ordered  to  produce  a 
Zippo  lighter.  This  year  it  is 
Dior's  thoroughly  frivolous 
hair  mascara:  azure  for  black 
hair,  a  seaweedy  green  for  a 
mermaid  look  and  a  pale  gold, 
encouragingly  called  Cham¬ 
pagne,  that  works,  as  I  have 
just  this  moment  discovered,  a 
miracle  on  a  dishwater  blonde 
fringe. 


ideas  are  found 
at  Ernest  Jones. 


Ernest  Jones 

The  Diamond  and  Watch  specialist. 
For  vour  nearest  store,  call  0181  905  9000 
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Metafiles  are  it  this 
season.  No  setf- 
resfwcttng  partygoar 
ofanyageshoukt 
contemplate  going 
out  without  applying  at 
least  one  metafile 

make-up  Item  first 


SILVER  MASCARA 
Face  Stockholm 
Silver  came  out  more  of 
a  pale  grey  and  was  not  as 
glittery  as  it  looked  in 
the  bottle.  Makes  your  eye¬ 
lashes  look  white  aid 
Is  drier  than  normal 
mascara.  Rackaging  is 
plain  but  ctec.  Value  for 
money  a  you  like  the 
effect,  which  I  didn't ...  5/10 
Silver  Mascara  by  Face 
Stockholm,  £11  avail able 
exdusivBJy  at  Liberty's, 
London  WJ. 


GOLD  GUTTER  GEL, 

F5  Face  Stockholm 

The  gel  is  clear  with  ■ 
glitter  scattered 
throughout,  the  texture 
is  fine,  not  at  aO  sticky  but 
smooth  and  light  to 
apply.  The  packaging  is 
beautiful  —  a  small 
compact  dish  filled  with 

sparklygel . 10/10 

Gold  glitter  gel  by  FS 
Face  Stockholm,  £1 1 
available  exclusively  at 
Liberty's,  Regent  Street 
Wl. 


GOLD  LIPSTICK, 

Estto  Louder 

This  really  does  make 
your  lips  look  gold.  I  rattier 
liked  the  slightly  space- 
age  effect  but  men  were 
dhrided  m  their 
opintons.  Lovely  shiny  gold 
packaging.  Good  value 
for  money  but  not  one  to 
try  out  on  a  new 

boyfriend . 5/10 

Gold  Indelible  lipstick 
from  Estee  Lauder.  £12.50 
available  at  department 
stores  nationwide. 


GOLD  EYESHADOW, 

Nats 

Pale  rich  gold  looks  less 
intense  on  lid  than  in  the 
compact  It  gives  a 
smooth  sheen.  Expensive, 
but  you  are  paying  for 
the  expertise  of  Frangotse 
Nars,  make-up  artist  to 

the  stars . 7/10 

Gold  finger  Eye¬ 
shadow  by  Nets.  £12.50, 
available  at  Liberty's. 
Regent  Street,  Wl,  and 
Space  NK,  307 
Brompton  Road,  SW3. 


HAIR  MASCARA 
Christian  Dior 
This  works  like 
mascara  to  give  instant 
highlights.  I  tried 
opaline,  which  produces 
reasonably  authentic 
golden  highlights.  Great 
(or  a  party,  though  you 
are  left  with  slightty  sticky 
hair.  Not  bad  value  fra 

money . 9/10 

ChristianDior 
harwand,  £13  at 
department  stores 
nationwide. 


MERCURY  NAIL 
VARNISH, 

Club  Monaco 
A  bit  streaky  in  places, 
two  coats  definitely 

needed . 0/10 

Club  Monaco  metallic 
sheen  nan  varnish,  £8 
available  from 
Selfridges,  London,  Wl 


Party  ^  No  self-respecting  party  goer  of  any  age  should  contemplate  going  out  without  applying 


at  least  one  metallic  make-up  item 


■  With  hipsters  continuing  to 
be  all  the  rage.  VFL  (Visible 
Parity  Line)  continues  to  pose 
n  problem  for  the  modern 
woman.  What  could  be  worse 
than  unsightly  bulging  and 
knickerbands  poking  out  above 
the  waistband?  Marks  J* 
Spencer  has  ccmc  to  the 
rescue  by  inventing  the  hipster 
thong.  It  comes  in  black 
and  white  Tactel-  which  makes 
it  super  soft  and  a  snip  at 
£5  from  selected  branches 
nationwide. 


Objects  ofA 
desire 


■  Fake  fur  hot 
water  bottle,  £45 
by  La  Matson  De  La 
Fausse  Fourrure 
available  at  Fenwicks, 

New  Bond  Street  Wl. 

0171-629  9161.  This  is  the  last  word  in 
true  decadence.  It  conies  not  only  in  fake 
mink  but  also  in  leopard  spots,  tiger  stripes 
and  plush  scarlet  It  doubles  as  an  adult 
cuddly  toy  and  is  perfect  for  keeping  warm 
on  chilly  winter  nights. 


■  Red  snakeskin  stilettos,  £225  by  Gina.  If 
the  price  seems  too  steep,  try  and  hold  on 
until  December  20  when  the  sale  starts  with 
up  to  60  per  cent  off  until  stocks  last  Gina, 
189  Stoane  Street,  London  SW1, 

0171-235  2932 


Compfedby 
DEBORAH  BRETT 
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business/prezzie/santa 
@  north  poletcom 


41/42  New  Bond  Street,  London 
11/12  Gees  Court,  London 
185  Brompton  Road,  London 

62  King  Street,  Manchester 

23/2$  Swinegate,  York 
Terminal  4,  Heathrow  • 

Open  on  Sundays  from 
Nov  to  21*  Dec  - 
’For  enquiries  telephone 
0171491  3900 


Enjoy  some  Fresh  Sensations 
this  Christmas. 


P  ry :  "  '  t* ' 
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Awash  with  the  most  refreshing  gift  ideas. 


rogeR&Gallet 

Bofitmeurs  Depuis  1862. 

HNE  SOAPS  A  TOILETRIES  AVAILABLE  NOW  FROM  LEADING  CHEMISTS,  PERFUMERIES  8,  DEPARTMENT  STORES. 
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Greyhound  racing  no  looeer  has  the  image  of  rough  otd  men  standing  around  in  the  ram  watching  dogs  tn  deserted  stadftnns.  The  farilities  are  as  good  ?s  any  of  the  tnp  sporting  wnn« 


I'fi«effie"sSS1*SS-  Greyhound rati 

fashionable  pur 

End  night  and  then  the  stadi-  ~ .  V  :r '  '  •  - ' 

um  itself:  the  Stew,  as  the'  '  regular punteri-Standing next 
regulars  call  it  with  its  giant  -  •  tohimyuucannothelp  but  be' 
red-jacketed  greyhound  a  lu-*"~  swayed  by  his  enthusiasm.  He 


Greyhound  racing  has  been  taken  up  by  a  new  class  of  young  and 
fashionable  punter  out  to  have  a  good  time.  Jason  Cowley  reports 


L 

J 


\ 


minous  presence  on  the'*  sky-  has  his  own  elaborately.  idk>- 
line.  As  the  firsLrace  begins.  :  syncratic  system  of  bening 
the  thin  pop  music  stops,  the  :  and  knows  exactly  hew  much 
lights  dim  and  on  the  wind  he  can  afford  to  lose  on  each 
you  can  hear  the  yelping  of  the  -  rape;.  “A  night  out  at  the  dogs 
greyhounds  as  theywaitto  brats  the  stultifying  dradness 
leave  the  trap. erf  sittirigat  hofTie  watching  the 
There  is  a  hush,  then  the  National  Lottery,"  he.,  says, 
dogs  burst  out,  hurtling  after  a  srppinga  pint  of  lager, 

mechanical  hare  thejy-  will  '  He.  pauses,  looks,  at  the 
never  catch.  1ft  all  over  so  raerxard  and  cirdesfee  name 
quickly.  of  the  vanning  dog.  Why  does 

.  As  die  winning  greYbOTweT  ■tfje  Jpmff&ere?  This  is  real' 
crosses  the  line  -  th<R  ■  ?  yMnjj. .  IrTjostoevsky  were 

shouts  (and  groaiKLfrorB  rfw;>.Titive;Bnd  Jiving  in Chingford, 
track-side  punters.  The^dogs. .  ‘  he’d  behere.  pve  had  some  of 
themselves  run  another  circuit  "the  besttiights  ever  had  at 


spent  on  on-course  betting  and 
-.•£1.7  billion  in  off-course  bet¬ 
ting  shops.  r 

To  spend  a  night  at  the  dogs 
-is.®  return  to  a  time  of  a  mass- 
common  culture  and  gritty, 

■  open-air  entertainment  Atten- 


to  win  flie  BBC  Sports  Person¬ 
ality  of  the  Year. 

"'•As  Simon  Marcantonio,  -  of 
die  National  Greyhound  Rac¬ 
ing  Board,  which  promotes  the 
sport,  says:  “Greyhound  rac¬ 
ing  has  made  a  real  attempt  to 


public  school,  officers  and  ail 
ranks  of  the  fighting  forces  in 
mufti,  businessmen,  labourers 
and  indeed  (keep  it  quiet)  a 
sprinkling  of  dergy." 


brats  the  stultifying  deadness  i  shrunk  dramatically  since  the 
of  sitting  al  home  watching  the  high  point  of  the  immediate 


dances  at  the  tracks  have  -  shake  off  the  image  of  rough 
shrunk  dramatically  since  the :  old  men  standing  around  in 


National  Lottery,"  he„says, 
sipping  a  .pint  of  lager. 

He.  pauses,  looks,  at  the 
racecard  and  tirdesfee  name 
of  thewpning  dog.  Why  does 
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before  slowing  dawn;  as  -  if 
struck  by  the  futility  of,  the 
pursuit  The  lights  go  cm  and 
the  music  starts  again.  This 
ritual  is  repeated  13".  times 
during  this  Thursday  night  at 
Walthamstow  ..^Stadium  — 
there  is  scarpdy  time  enough 
to  study  the  -fonrt  Hsetween 
races  -  but  .the  sense  of 
expectation  never  diminishes. 

.  Colin  Randall,  33*. 'is  a 
professional  librarian  and  a. 


-fee  Stow.  When  there  are 
'good-dass  dogs  running  and  a- 
lag  crowd;  ift  magic/*  ; 

:  Greyhound-,  rating,  after 
football,  is;thr  sec«td  biggest 
spectator  sport  in  Britain. 
There  are  ”34  licensed  trades 
(and  mapy  more  unlicensed 
ones,  quaintly  knownas^flap- 
ping"  tracks);  more  thin 
70.000  races  are  tun  eVtay 
year,  watched  by  four  mflhoit 
people.  About  £320  million,  is 


y,"  he^says,  -.  postwar  years,  when  up  to 
'lager.  80L000  p^rfe  would  watch  a 

looks.  ,  at  the  :nighft  action  at  Whue  City. ;  - 
desfee  name  -■ Bur-the  sport  is  experiencing 
og.  Why  does  -;  a.'  revival.  There;  is  renewed 
This  is  real'  •"'r-  trieviswp  interest,  from  Sky  \ 
oevsky  were  “  Sports  and  Live  TV;  a  stow  rise  ' 
in  Chingford,  in  attendances  at  stadiums 
e  had  same  of  substantially  revamped  for  the 
ve  ever  had  at  corporate  hospitality  gpiera-  • 
si  there  are  •  tion;  and  ^an  interest  m  fee 
[unnmganda-  dogs  among  the  young  and 
lagic."  i  fashionable  —  Blur’s  album 

radhg,  after  •  Park  Life  features  a  dog  track 
econd  biggest .  on-  its  cover,  and  Daman 
•  in  Britain.  Albarn  owns  a  greyhound, 
censied  trades  -  The  emergence  of  a  superbly 

re  Unficensed .!  • '  talented  champion  dog.  Some  ' 
wwnas“fiap-  -  Picture,  which  this  season 
m an.  thin  *  made  history  by  winning  the  ■ 
re  run  every  English  and  Scottish  derbies, ' 
y  four  mflboit  has  further  enhanced  fee 
320  million,  is  sport  He  is  even  quoted  at  20-1 
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fee  rain  watching  dogs  run  in 
deserted  stadiums.  The  facili¬ 
ties  are  now  as  good  as  any  of 
the  top  sporting  venues;  and, 
unlike:  horse  rating,  we  don’t 
have  elitist  polities.”  ■ 

Greyhound  gossip  turns  on 
stories  of  elaborate  scams,  of  a 
dog  being  fed  lemonade  or  too 
much  meat  to  hinder  itr  per¬ 
formance  before  an  important 
trial,  thus  lengthening  itsprioe 
for  the  next  race  when  it  is  in 
peak  condition;  or  of  soft  toys 
bring  thrown  on  to  a  track  to 
sabotage  a  race. 

•“But,”  counters  Bob  Betts, 
greyhound'  editor  of  -  77ie 
Sporting-  Life , 

“these  are  isolated 
incidents..  Wife  any  .  ‘V* 

.  betting  sport 

005511 

but  l  think  fee  olivi 
sport  is  pretty 
dean.  All  the  dogs  l-»\rii 
are .  subjected  to  ‘ 

Tegular  dope  tests 
and  the  raang  at 
aft  fee  licensed  -  i  i 
tracks  is  conducted  Del 
under  the:  .strict  - 
rules  of  fee  Nat¬ 
ional  ■  Greyhound  Radng 
Club.-"  . 

Well,  that's  all  right  then. 

Greyhound  radng  was  im¬ 
ported  from  the  United- States, 
where  coursing' was  popular 
at  fee  turn  of  The  century.  The 
first  British  race  was  held  at 
Belle  Vue,  Manchester,  in 
1926,  and  the  sport  quickly 
acquired  a  mass  following 
among  the  urban  working 
dass.  ■ 

Yet  the  Greyhound  Derby  at 
White  City  was  an  event  with  a 
social  standing  comparable  to 
fear  of  the  Lord's  Test  or  the 
FA  Cup  final,  as  this  journalis¬ 
tic  account  of  the  1936  derby 
shows:  There  were  belted 
eaxls,  young  men  fresh  from 


Back  at  Waltham¬ 
stow,  it  is  a  windy 
and  wet  night.  Most 
of  the  punters  are 
inside,  watching  .  from  the 
bars,  restaurants  and  hospi¬ 
tality  boxes.  Buying  a  drink,  I 
am  introduced  to  dark-suited 
members  of'  fee  Chandler 
fantily^'t^Q  lgtye4qwnedv  fee 
stadium  aiictin  wasoperieef  m 
19312. 

Frances  Chandler,  the  octo¬ 
genarian  daughter-in-law  of 
the  late  William  Chandler, 
who  acquired  the  property  on 
which  tile  stadium  is  built  as  a 
bare  site  of  14  acres,  rests  a 
hand  on  my  arm.  “I  Used  to 
race  them  myself,"  she  says.  “I 
never  took  to  the  horses;  they 
^ have  to  race  with  a 
man  on  their  back, 
jg  But  my  dogs  run 

on  their  own.”  Her 
at/clfv  silver  hair  is 

"  scraped  off  her 

g-Qrl  •  tanned  face,  and 

<ulu  she  is  wearing  a 

j  black  sequinned 

3  •  dress.  She  has  a 

r._)  j  fierce  glamour,  but 

He  Q  ^  friendly. 

«  •  In  front  of  her  is 
Sic  .  a  glass  foil  of  tiga- 

■  reties;  she  chooses 

•  one,  lights  it.  "We 

used  to  hold  funerals  for  my 
greyhounds  in  my  20-acre 
garden  in  Epping.  Contrary  to 
what  people  say,  they  are  the 
kindest,  gentlest  creatures. 
They  are  trained  to  chase  a 
moving  object  but  they  would 
never  hurt  a  child." 

Does  she  regret  the  changes 
in  the  sport,  the  arrival  of  , 
hospitality  boxes  and  the  ; 
suites  full  of  City  dealers  and 
office  parties?  “You  have  to 
move  wife  the  times,  as  foot¬ 
ball  has  done.  You  cant  resist 
fee  ways  of  the  modem 
world." 

Move  outside  and  you  un¬ 
derstand  the  appeal  of  grey¬ 
hound  radng.  Standing 
alongside  the  winning  post 


.  ‘Were 
Dostoevsky 
alive  and 
living  in 
Essex,  he’d 
■  behere’ 


with  the  trainers  and  the  on- 
course  bookies,  listening  to  the 
banter  among  the  dog  people, 
the  wind  on  your  face,  you 
easily  lose  yourself  in  the 
atmosphere.  A  good  raring 
greyhound  can  cost  up  to  £200 
a  month  to  train.  When  the 
dogs  are  in  flight  you  can  see 
why:  they  are  exceptionally 
determined,  travelling  at 
speeds  of  up  to  40mph. 

Has  greyhound  racing  got  a 
future?  Johnnie  Coleman,  a 
champion  trainer  since  1966. 
says:  “It’s  an  uphill  battle  to 
make  money.  After  the  war 
people  were  prepared  to  stand 
in  the  pouring  rain  to  watch 
the  dogs,  but  now  they  like 
their  creature  comforts  too 
much."  He  gestures  up  to¬ 
wards  the  Paddock  Room 
restaurant.  “I  guess  the  key  is 
to  keep  improving  fee  facili¬ 
ties,  as  they  have  at  the  Stow, 
and  then  weVe  got  a  chance.” 

The  last  race  lias  ended  and 
a  respectable  melancholy  set¬ 
tles  over  the  Stow:  used  betting 
slips  litter  the  terraces,  the 
music  has  stopped,  the  clean¬ 
ers  are  at  work  and  the  crowds 
stream  home,  the  lights  of 
their  cars  cutting  a  path 
through  die  increasingly 
heavy  rain.  It  will  all  start 
again  on  Saturday  night. 
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RICHARD  POHLE 


Robert 


Maxwell  is 


in  my  crib 


The  Christmas  story  always 
attracts  passionate  detail 


In  Naples,  the  late  Prin¬ 
cess  of  Wales  has  been 
promoted  to  the  status 
of  a  crib  figure.  Reports  teD 
us  that  statuettes  of  Diana 
are  being  sold  by  the  thou¬ 
sand  by  fee  artisans  of  San 
Gregorio  to  join  Mary  and 
Joseph,  kings  and  shep¬ 
herds.  around  the  ceramic 
manger.  There  is  a  choice  of 
gowns,  naturally,  and  a 
companion-piece  Of  desired) 
of  Mother  Teresa. 

A  Neapolitan  academic 
says  that  it  is  “the  very 
greatest  honour”  for  the 
Princess  to  be  included  in 
this  way.  especially  since 
she  is  a  foreigner.  Usually 
the  statuette-makers  are 
more  locally  preoccupied: 
last  year,  we  are  informed  a 
despised  politician  was 

modelled  being  _ 

guillotined,  FTTsM 
which  is  not  per-  L 
haps  a  very  strict  i.  ~ 
interpretation  of  P  -ts* 
the  instruction 
“goodwill  to  aD 
men". 

Well,  one  does 
not  like  to  boast 
but  Naples  is  still 
on  fee  nursery  T  JJ 
slopes.  In  one  of  jJ? 

my  cribs  I  have  I  Uf 

got  Robert  Max-  - 

well,  John  Smith. 

Quentin  Crisp.  Judge  Pick¬ 
les.  Baroness  Thatcher  (ac¬ 
companied  by  Denis  in  the 
teeniest  wire  glasses),  and 
my  mother.  In  another  I 
have  a  bandit  and  a  publi¬ 
can.  and  in  yet  another  the 
habitual  geese  are  joined, 
mysteriously,  by  a  puffin. 
And  my  colleague  Mr  Par¬ 
ris;  agnostic  though  he  be, 
may  be  pleased  to  know  that 
a  creature  in  a  Peruvian- 
made  crib  which  f  original¬ 
ly  identified  as  a  misshapen 
sheep  has  recently  been 
identified  as  a  young  (lama. 

They  are  all  going  on 
display  in  Norwich  Cathe¬ 
dral  as  (he  culmination  of  a 
long,  increasingly  offbeat 
originally  quite  private  and 
accidental  habit  of  collect¬ 
ing  nativity  scenes  from  all 
over  the  worid. 

I  have  every  sympathy  for 
the  Neapolitan  Diana- 
holics.  because  if  there  is 
one  thing  the  collection  has 
taught  me  it  is  that  the 
centra]  Christmas  story  is  so 
simple,  powerful  and  uni¬ 
versal  that  it  wifi  always 
attract  passionate  local  and 
personal  detail.  Every  di- 
mate  and  nation  puts  in  its 
own  conviction  about  how  it 
might  have  been:  the 
Tehuoo  Indians  swaddle  the 
baby  tightly  against  the 
freezing  Andean  night,  the 
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Romanians  with'  peasant 
practicality  divide  up  the 
manger  so  that  there  is  still 
a  section  left  for  the  cattle- 
feed.  the  Poles  set  the  whole- 
scene  in  vast  ornate  models 
of  Cracow  Cathedral  and 
add  cossacks  on  horseback, 
and  the  Peruvians  build  a 
drunken  colourful  party, 
with  the  chfld  Jesus  held 
perilously  aloft  like  the 
World  Cup. 

The  one  which  inspired 
my  own  modem  version, 
though,  is  fee  traditional 
Provencal  crib  in  which  a 
whole  village  brings  tribute 
to  the  crib;  a  scroll  from  the 
mayor,  chickens  from  the 
poulterer,  repentance  from 
the  brigand,  and  so  forth. 
When  an  English  model- 
maker  offered  to  make  an 
equivalent.  I 
asked  for  the  fig- 
ures  to  be  mod- 
em.  The  Card- 
board  City  Crib. 

'  now  ^  tenth 

>car-  is  set  in  a 
--  ’39  battered,  painted 

scene  of  Charing 
m  Cross  arches  with 

the  Baby  in  a 
BY  cardboard  box. 

ttl  q  his  young  mother 

/  Co  a  drop-out  in 

-  jeans  and  his 

father  in  dread¬ 
locks.  At  first  1  commis¬ 
sioned  portmanteau  figures 
to  visit  it  —  the  midwife  in 
NHS  blue,  the  businessman 
passing  on  fee  news  by 
mobile  phone,  the  school 
party,  fee  policeman. 


Gradually,  though, 
some  Neapolitan  in¬ 
stinct  made  me  start 
asking  for  figures  from  the 
year’s  news:  often  they  were 
hate  figures  like  Maxwdl  or 
people  of  controversy  like 
Quentin  Crisp  in  theyearhe 
did  an  alternative  Queen’s 
broadcast  on  Channel  4. 
The  principle  was,  and  is. 
■that  Christmas  is  no  time  to 
preserve  enmities. 

Sadly,  I  lost  touch  with 
the  mmlelmaker  Sue  Dam- 
mann  when  she  moved  to 
France,  so  I  have  been 
unable  to  add  an  elegant 
teeny  Mandelsoa  or  Cherie 
Blair  wife  Humphrey  at  her 
heds.  ora  Fayed  ora  Kelvin 
MacKenzie.  Perhaps  a  new 
modeller  will  come  forward. 
Meanwhile,  my  experience 
is  that  people  stare  for 
longer,  and  more  thought¬ 
fully,  into  that  crib  than  into 
any  of  the  prettier  and  more 
exotic  ones. 


•  Cribs  from  the  World  is  in 
Norwich  Cathedral  from  Dec  14 
to  20,  9.30am-5pm,  entry  ty 
donation  to  Christian  Aid. 


JUST  WHEN  THE 


DAYS  ARE  GROWING 


SHORTER, 


HARRODS  MAKES 


THEM  LONGER. 


Opening  Hours: 
Today  until  December  23rd. 


Mondays  to  Saturdays. 


THE  ULTIMATE  WAY  TO  SAY  ST  WITH  FLOWERS 
THE  GARRARD  -  -  COLLECTION. 


10am  to  8pm. 


REAL 

Chrome 


GARRARD 


Il's  that  time  of  year  when  Harrods  makes  being  late  a  virtue. 
From  today  until  December  23rd,  hours  of  business 
for  all  departments  will  be  extended  from  10am  until  8pm.  So  take 
advantage  of  the  longer  days  to  enjoy  Harrods  festive 
‘Nutcracker  Christmas’  decorations,  and  to  find  absolutely 
everything  on  your  Christmas  lisL 


I  I  KNfCKTWHXEV 


If  in  douBt,  ask  your  hairdresser. 


Harrods  Ltd..  Knight sbridgr,  London  SlYJX  7XL.  'leh 
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Adams  has 
no  business 
at  No  10 

But  Blair  must  give  peace  his 


best  shot,  says  John  Lloyd 


Terrorists  spend  their 
youth  being  huntaJ  as 
criminals.  tneir  middle 
age  being  feed  as  freedom 
fighters  and  their  later  years 
ruling  as  presidents.  This  be¬ 
guiling  formula  is  now  being 
applied  to  Gerry  Adams,  the 
president  of  Sinn  Fein  and  the 
Prime  Minister's  after-lunch 
guest  in  Dawning  Street  yes¬ 
terday.  It  surrounds  Mr  Ad¬ 
ams  in  a  glow  of,  if  not  yet 
respectability,  at  least  inevita¬ 
bility.  It  is  wrong. 

Let  us  assume  that  Tony 
Blair  knows  this.  It  is  more 
important  that  we,  the  British 
people  (more  than  half  of 
whom,  on  polling  evidence, 
want  to  give  Mr  Adams  what 
he  wants,  a  united  Ireland), 
understand  why  Mr  Adams  is 
not  to  be  bracketed,  as  he 
dearly  wishes,  with  Nelson 
Mandela.  He  is.  to  coin  a 
phrase,  himself  alone. 

The  anti-colonial  guerrillas 
whose  hit-and-run  irregulars 
were  pursued  by  brutalised 
British,  or  French,  orftfftu- 
guese  troops  across  their  colo¬ 
nies  were  part  of  an  era  of 
collapsing  empires.  The  white 
settlers’  descendants,  bitterly 
awakening  to  the  loss  of  their 
motherland's  will  to  carry  on 
oppressing,  had  to  take  what 
they  could  get,  or  get  out  with 

what  they  could  _ 

take. 

If  there  is  a  paral¬ 
lel  between  these 
figures  and  Ireland, 
it  is  with  Michael 
Collins,  the  signato¬ 
ry  to  the  treaty 
which  created  the 
Free  State  and  the 
martyr  to  the  bile  of 
those  who  saw  him 
sell  out  for  26  counties  the 
ambition  of  all  32.  Republican¬ 
ism  has  kept  this  wound  care¬ 
fully  un  staunched:  Earn  on  de 
Valera's  1937  Irish  Constitu¬ 
tion  laid  up.  in  the  irredentist 
Articles  2  and  3,  an  endless 
store  of  salt  to  rub  into  it  down 
the  decades. 

The  quarrel  has  kept  its 
integrity  yet.  because  of  the 
dedication  of  men  like  Gerry 
Adams  —  trained  to  the  gun. 
imbibing  a  morality  whose 
transcendent  goal  is  the  real¬ 
isation  of  the  Irish  nation's 
wholeness,  to  which  end  any 
means  is  good.  Mr  Blair  is 
continuing,  and  accelerating, 
a  policy  of  accommodating  Mr 
Adams  which  has  been  on  a 
fast  track  for  a  decade  now. 

Since  the  late  1980s,  when 
John  Hume  of  the  Social 
Democratic  and  Labour  Party 
began  talks  with  Mr  Adams  to 
unite  violent  republicanism 
with  his  own  peaceful  and 
incremental  nationalism,  the 
following  major  concessions 
have  been  made.  Britain  has 
declared  that  it  has  no  “selfish 
strategic  or  economic  interest'' 
in  the  province;  opened  a 
secret  line  of  communication 
with  the  IRA;  made  a  declara¬ 
tion.  in  1993,  that  it  was 
neutral  between  a  united  Ire¬ 
land  and  a  continuation  of  the 
Union:  published,  in  I99S,  a 
declaration  with  the  Irish  Gov¬ 
ernment  that  a  North-South 
body  be  created  which  gives 
Dublin  a  large  purchase  on 
the  affairs  of  the  province;  and 
permitted  Sinn  Fein  to  contin¬ 
ue  talks  without  insisting  on  it 
decommissioning  arms. 

This  has  meant  that  Mr 
Adams  is  now  seen  as  at  least 
a  credible  political  figure,  not 
as  a  terrorist.  He  is  in  his 
middle-aged,  feted  period.  In 
1942,  the  Sinn  Fein  leader's 


Division  of 
Ireland  will 
continue 
—  as  it 
should 


father  (also  called  Gerald  and 
then  aged  16)  was  jailed  for 
shooting  at  a  police  officer. 
One  of  die  other  IRA  men  with 
whom  he  was  jailed.  Tam 
Williams,  was  later  hanged  for 
a  separate  incident  in  which  a 
policeman  was  killed  (al¬ 
though  probably  not  by  Wil¬ 
liams).  His  son,  who  was  part 
of  a  group  which  nearly  killed 
both  Margaret  Thatdier  and 
John  Major,  is  welcomed  into 
10  Downing  Street  by  the 
Prime  Minister,  complains 
that  he  cannot  take  his  parlia¬ 
mentary  seat  and  is  wooed 
into  television  studios. 

This,  to  those  who  recall  die 
carnage  which  he  has  encour¬ 
aged  and  excused,  is  stuff  on 
which  to  gag.  It  can  be  lived 
with  only  if.  after  all  the 
meetings  and  the  talks.  Gerry 
Adams,  with  Martin  McGuin- 
ness  and  the  rest  of  the 
IRA/Sinn  Fein  leadership,  can 
commit  his  followers  to  accept 
an  outcome  to  the  talks  which 
will  not  bring  a  united  Ireland 
in  die  immediate  future. 

He  cannot  get  Irish  unity. 
Indeed,  he  and  John  Hume 
move  in  a  direction  which 
conflicts  with  the  slow,  erratic 
movement  in  the  Republic 
away  from  an  insistence  on  the 
fulfilment  of  de  Valera’s  im¬ 
perative.  It  is  full  of  contradic¬ 
tions  —  the  vote  for 
President  Mary  Mc¬ 
Aleese.  a  radical  na¬ 
tionalist,  happens  at 
the  same  time  as  the 
new  premier,  Bertie 
Ahem,  expresses 
his  willingness  to 
excise  articles  2  and 
3  from  the  constitu- 
_____  tion.  But  it  seems 
"  the  trend  is  dear. 

He  cannot  get  it  —  because 
the  mystic  old  claim  is  a 
horror.  Had  there  not  been 
partition  in  1920-22,  the  civil 
war  would  have  convulsed  the 
island;  Ireland’s  independence 
from  Britain  was  possible  only 
because  Ulster  was 
quarantined. 

Even  now  —  as  Dr  Garret 
FitzGerald,  the  former  Irish 
premier,  has  written  —  there  is 
no  serious  thought  given  to 
what  having  a  North-South 
body,  let  alone  absorbing  Ul¬ 
ster,  would  mean. 

The  division  of  the  island 
will  continue  —  as  it  should, 
since  there  is  no  agreement  in 
the  North  that  die  Republic 
should  take  over,  and  the 
Republic’s  daim  for  suzerain¬ 
ty  is  likely  to  be  worthless  if 
tested  in  international  law. 


Ti 


I  he  Irish  political  class 
must,  if  the  wound  is 
finally  to  be  staunched, 
let  the  Unionist  settlement 
which  is  the  only  possible 
outcome  of  the  talks  really  he  a 
settlement  and  not  treat  it  as  a 
series  of  concessions  on  which 
to  build  more  as  soon  as 
politically  practicable. 

Gerry  Adams,  the  leader  of 
the  body  which  can  still  arouse 
a  twinge  of  guilt  in  that 
political  dass,  could  do  a  great 
thing  by  committing  as  many 
of  ms  troops  as  he  can  to 
respect  a  settlement  with 
which  he  cannot  agree.  Do  you 
think  he  will?  Neither  do  I.  But 
it  is  reasonable  for  a  Prime  - 
Minister  committed  to  dia¬ 
logue  to  give  it  his  best  shot  If 
it  fails,  then  Mr  Adams  and 
the  IRA  must  be  taken  on. 
Their  cause  is  not  just;  it  is 
simply  murderous. 

John  Lloyd  is  associate  editor 
of  the  New  Statesman. 


DOWNING 
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NOT  FAR  NOW—  IT'S  WITHIN  €TRIK!N6  DISTANCE 


a 


Imagine  there  existed  on  these 
islands  a  state  within  die  State. 
Let  us  call  it  Volsec.  Imagine  its 
gross  domestic  product  was  £18 
billion  —  bigger  than  that  of  Wales. 
The  dtizens  of  Volsec  number  more 
than  half  a  million  souls,  their 
average  income  well  above  that  of  the 
United  Kingdom  as  a  whole.  Imag¬ 
ine.  too,  that  a  quarter  of  the  revenue 
of  this  state  comes  from  the  UK 
exchequer  —  the  proportion  growing 
fast  and  risen  by  more  than  50  per 
cent  in  die  past  four  years. 

Suppose  that  all  businesses  trading 
within  Volsec  are  exempt  from  corpo¬ 
ration  tax.  Add  to  that  a  massive 
percentage  relief  on  business  rates 
and  a  general  exemption  from  the 
rigours  of  the  Companies  Act.  and 
you  will  see  that  this  state's  internal 
economy  epjoys  a  huge  artificial 
advantage.  The  relief  from  British 
taxation  which  Volsec  enjoys 
amounts  to  nearly  E2  billion  a  year. 

The  inequity  looms  larger  when  we 
leam  that  Volsec  is  Ity  no  means  a 
self-contained  republic.  Its  commer¬ 
cial  institutions  have  branches 
throughout  Britain  and  trade  along¬ 
side  our  own.  competing  on  the  high 
street  and  in  the  trading  estate. 
Volsec  operates  more  than  5,000 
shops  here  —  their  number  swelled 
by  nearly  half  in  the  past  50  years  and 
enjoying  nearly  £500  million  of  tax 
relief  last  year.  That  such 
featherbedded  businesses  are  being 
operated  in  a  lamentably  uncommer¬ 
cial  manner  infuriates  the  thousands 
of  small  businesses  in  Britain,  which 
enjoy  no  such  advantages  and  are 
being  crushed  by  the  unfair 
competition. 

Nor  does  Volsec  spawn  only  retail¬ 
ers.  In  the  service  and  contracting 
sector,  too,  its  tax-cocooned  business¬ 
es  elbow  aside  ordinary  British  rivals 
for  the  provision  of  many  services. 

Volscc's  investments  are  vast  and 
growing.  A  fifth  of  its  national 
income  comes  from  dividends,  inter¬ 
est  and  rents;  the  total  value  of  its 
investments  is  some  £27  billion:  and 
the  net  value  of  Volsec’s  assets 
approaches  £40  billion.  The 
favourable  tax  regime  applied  there 
boosts  the  value  of  Volsec’s  invest¬ 
ment  income  by  a  quarter. 

As  you  would  imagine,  many  of  the 
dtizens  of  Volsec  are  doing  rather 
well.  Last  year  the  average  salary  of 
the  directors  of  Voisec’s  100  top 
businesses  was  £75,000.  Many  are 
paid  more  than  £100,000  and  one  or 
two  almost  twice  that  Salaries  for 
chief  executives  in  these  larger  con¬ 
cerns  rose  by  18  per  cent  last  year. 
Volsec  is  not  an  imaginary  state. 


There  are  many  fat  cats  with  tax  breaks  — 
and  the  greatest  of  these  are  the  charities 


She  exists  here,  as  I  have  described 
her.  Nor  is  die  a  new  republic. 
Valsec’s  constitution  finds  its  origins 
in  1601.  In  rudimentary  form,  the 
outlines  of  modem  Volsec  were 
already  discernible  more  than  three 
centuries  ago. 

You.  reader,  are  contributing  to  her 
economy.  You  contribute  fay  choice  — 
and  by  her  default  on  the  taxes  you 
cannot  avoid.  For  “Volsec"  read 
“British  Registered  Charity":  the  bulk 
of  the  voluntary  sector. 

Except  that  it  isn't  It  isn’t  volun¬ 
tary.  The  620.000  employees  of  the 
“voluntary"  sector  are  just  that 

employees.  Many  of  _ 

them  may  be  deeply 
public-spirited,  bit 
so  are  many  bus 
conductors  and 
newsagents. ' 

Though  a  far  larger 
number  of  dtizens 
help  out  unpaid  in 
large  or  small  ways, 
the  backbone  of  a  modem  charity’s 
operation  is  composed  necessarily  of 
paid  professionals  in  a  sector  with 
attractive  employment  opportunities 
and  a  recognisable  career  structure. 
A  modem  charity  employee  moves 
with  ease  from  Aids  to  disability  to 
pandas.  One  of  Britain’s  42.000 
professional  charity  fundraisers  —  a 
mushrooming  career  option  since  the 
National  Lottery  started  demanding 
“matching  funding"  —  slides  effort¬ 
lessly  from  the  Arte  to  the  elderly  to 
public  school  badminton  courts. 

And  it  isn’t,  for  the  most  part, 
charitable.  About  two  thirds  of  file 
charitable  sector's  revenue  comes 
from  hot -chart  table  sources.  Only 
one  sixth  of  British  charities’  total 
revenue  now  cranes  from  private 
giving.  Add  together  private  giving, 
corporate  donations  and  legades  and 
you  struggle  just  past  one  third  of 
total  revenue.  Nearly  as  much  comes 
from  Government. 

The  biggest  source  of  income  for 
British  charities  is  fire  fees  they 
charge  —  such  as  admission  tickets, 
contracts  with  local  government  and 
lettings.  These  amount  to  nearly  E4 
billion  a  year.  Charities  use  the 
“volunteer”  image  as  a  marketing 
stance,  but  many  now  work  in  the 
welfare  market,  a  cut-throat  sector  to 
which  vast  sums  are  allocated. 

Then  there  is  the  retail  market. 
Though  an  average  of  73p  in  the 


Harris 


pound  is  absorbed  in  running  costs 
and  salaries,  charity  shops  paying 
tiny  business  rates,  or  none,  can 
outbid  struggling  commercial  retail¬ 
ers  for  short  leases;  some  are  now 
selling  new  stock  as  well  as  second¬ 
hand  goods,  and  moving  from  jum¬ 
ble  into  niche  marketing. 

Where  they  offer  direct  competition 
to  the  private  sector,  charities  can  rely 
on  large  fiscal  advantages  —  while 
tugging  at  the  customers’  heart¬ 
strings.  Where  they  have  no  direct 
competition  (as  in,  for  instance, 
ownership  of  heritage  sites),  a  charity 
can  exploit  its  monopoly  in  ways  we 

_  would  regard  as 

disgraceful  were  a 
capitalist  profiteer 
the  culprit.  Nor  are' 
these  profits  all 
ploughed  back  into 
the  declared  aims  of 
flie  charity.  One 
a  — ■  charity  has  spread 
£2  million  over,  its 
staff  in  interest-free  Loans. 

Let  us  delineate  the  charity,  land¬ 
scape  with  more  precision.  Many 
people  suppose  —  I  did  —  that 
Britain's  184,000  charities  were 
spread  quite  evenly  along  the  range 
from  small  to  large.  Anything  but 
Less  than  one  tenth  of  1  per  cent  of 
British  charity  attracts  40  per  cent  of 
all  charity  revenue.  There  are  in 
Britain  a  bunch  of  hulking  great 
charities,  and  more  than  100,000 
virtually  insignificant  ones.  10  per 
cent  of  charities  account  for  90  per 
cent  of  the  sector's  income.  70  per  cent 
account  for  less  than  2  per  cent  of  all 
revenue. 

I /you  find  figures  abstract,  consbfc . 
er  the  picture  in  words.  Most  chari¬ 
ties  are  very  small  organisations  , 
which  do  display  the  characteristics 
of  voluntarism  we  associate  with  the 
word  “charity".  But  in  their  take  on 
available  funds,  these  are  to  the  great 
hulks  what  a  flea-bite  is  to  a  blood 
donor  campaign.  The  hulks,  trapped 
by  their  size  but  trading  on  the  image 
of  voluntarism  painted  in  our  minds 
by  tiny  charities,  behave  like  the  lag 
businesses  they  are  —  except  that 
they  enjoy  corporate  privileges  and  a 
public  tolerance  ami  goodwill  no 
other  big  business  can  command. 

Selling  themselves  through  a  phil¬ 
anthropic  corporate  identity  which 
was  probably  a  travesty  even  in 
Victorian  times,  the  hulks  depend 


less  and  less  upon  the  philanthropy 
either  of  their  workers  or  of  their 
donors.  Household  donations  have 
dropped  in  recent  years,  while  dona¬ 
tions  from  the  young  are  foiling  fast 
Explanations  can  only  be  speculative, 
but  may  indude  a  dawning  public 
understanding  of  the  nature  of  the 
beast  Among  the  public  charities 
now  inspire  only  half  as  much 
confidence  as  the  Royal  Mail. 

Many  of  the  top  British  charities 
are  not  organisations  that  people 
would  think  of  as  good  causes:  The 
Wellcome  Trust  the  Arte  Council  and 
public  schools  are; charitable.  So  is 
the  College  of  Law.  And  some  famous 
good  causes  are  not  m  fact  charities — 
Greenpeace  and  Amnesty  Interna¬ 
tional  among  them.  .Self-help  organ¬ 
isations,  particularly  small  ones, 
usually  fail  to  quality. 

The  whole  thing  is  a  conceptual 
and  administrative  mess.  The  sol¬ 
ution  may  be  to  avoid  an  unpopular 
head-on  challenge  but  to  snip  and 
undermine  — ■  Which  is  broadly  wh&t  ‘ 
the  Treasury  wants  to  do.  Gordon 
Brown’s  decision  to  abolish  advance 
corporation  tax  will  cost  the  sector 
about  £280  million  a  year  and  a 
review  of  charity  taxation  is  under¬ 
way.  But  nine  ,  heads  of  charities 
joined  the  Labour  benches  on  May! 
and  the  Government  has  made  it 
dear  that  the  special  tax  status  of 
charities  is  inviolate. 

I  favour  a  braver  approach.  We 
should  sweep  away  charitable  status 
completely.  I  put  this  idea  to  the 
Adam  Smith  Institute,  who  told  me 
they  had  done  little  work  an  such 
proposals.  They,  too,  were  a  charity! 

But  every  tax  exemption  is  revenue 
forgone— and  thus  indirectly  funded 
by  you  and  me.  We  fund  the  Adam 
Smith  Institute  and  the  College  of 
Law.  Folly  Toynbee  has!  said  fiat  “if 
cdd:  ladies  want  to  leave  money  to 
cate.  I  do  not  want  to  be  party  to  that 
lunatic  transaction  by  bong  forced  to 
add  to  their  donations  through  tax  . 


I  doubt,  though,  whether  we  shall 
ever  find  satisfactory  definitions  of 
who.  what,  when  and  why  we  wish  to 
foster  through  tax  exemption.  Let  us 
deave  to  a  simpler  principle:  that 
each  citizen  and  every  business  pays 
tax  upon  principles  Of  accountancy 
which  do  not  try  to  distinguish 
between  the  relative  worthiness  of  the . 
aims  of  file  endeavour. 

For  why  should  it  matter  if  we  tax 
the  worthy?  Taxation  is  itself  worthy. 
To  abolish  charitable  status  helps  to 
spread  fairly  across  the  nation  the 
burden  of  supporting  the  greatest 
charity  of  all:  tfw  Treasury. 


Ducldng  out 

WITH  his  delicate  voice  and  neat  suits.  Alan  Duncan  delights  in 
appearing  on  television  with  a  view  to  boosting  the  Tories’  rather  modest 
popularity.  So  Angus  Deayton,  the  presenter  of  Have  I  Cot  News  For  You. 
invited  him  to  appear  on  his  show  with  Paul  Merton  and  Ian  Hislop  for 
the  current  series.  He  believes  that  the  Conservative  vice-chairman 
agreed.  But  although  tonight's  episode  is  the  last  recording  in  the  series, 
Duncan  has  consistently  pleaded  work  commitments.  Even  after  he  was 
ushered  sideways  recently  as  Wil¬ 
liam  Hague's  chief  of  staff,  he  was 
still  too  busy.  It  is  not  hard  to  work 
out  why  Duncan,  a  bright  chap, 
might  Have  been  reluctant  to 
appear.  Even  those  old  terriers 
Piers  Morgan  and  Paula  Yates 
were  mauled  on  the  show. 

“We  always  like  somebody  who 
has  plenty  to  say  for  himself,"  says 
a  source  dose  to  Deayton.  “So  we 
rang  Mr  Duncan  at  the  beginning 
at  the  series  and  his  office  said  he 
would  do  it  We  kept  a  slot  open 
and  repeatedly  rang  his  office." 

Duncan  now  insists:  “I  have  not 
accepted  any  invitation."  But 
Claire  Gagneux,  his  Westminster 
typist  says:  “He  did  say  he  would 
like  to  appear  but  specified  no 
date."  I  trust  that  dear  Duncan  will 
be  treated  with  more  respect  than 
the  then  Roy  Hatters  ley.  who  also 
once  failed  to  show:  he  was 
replaced  by  a  tub  of  lard. 


seat.  “I'm  in  dead  schtuck,"  says 
Ken.  “My  place  will  be  inherited  by 
the  person  below  me  in  the  poll." 
That  was  Mandelson.  Surely  Ken 
wouldn’t  accuse  Peter  of  engineer¬ 
ing  his  suspension?  “I  thought 
something  was  up  when  I  heard 
the  news.  But  I’m  not  cynical  about 
my  honoured  colleagues." 


Duncan  and  Deayton 

•  RELATIONS'  between  Lord  Ar¬ 
cher  of  Weston-super-Mare,  the 
favourite  to  be  London's  first  Lord 
Mayor,  and  Michael  Crick,  are 
cool.  Archer  hu$  lined  up  to 
appear  on  BBC’s  Newsnight  to 
talk  about  politicians’  memoirs. 
Then  he  discovered  that  he  was  to 
be  interviewed  by  Crick,  his 
unauthorised  biographer.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  a  BBC  source.  Jeffrey  was 
cross  and  rdng  to  complain.  He  is 


even  said  to  have  invoked  the 
name  of  John  Birt.  “/  did  ring  up,” 
Jeffrey  admits.  " But  I  have  not 
talked  about  this  to  John.  I  saw 
him  the  other  evening  but  I  have 
better  things  to  talk  about."  The 
BBC  was  minded  to  drop  Crick  — 
until  he  complained.  And  Jeffrey* 
final  words  to  the  BBC?  “/  bet  l 
end  up  reading  about  this  in  The 
Times  Diary. " 


Absent  friends 

CONVENIENTLY  for  some  left¬ 
wingers,  pressing  business  forced 
than  abroad  for  Wednesday's  lane 


Living  dead 

THE  black  arts  of  Peter 
Mandelson  are  disturbing  Ken 
Livingstone.  The  rebel  MP  awoke, 
having  voted  against  bsiefir  cute, 
to  news  that  he  might  be  singled 
out  for  especially  gruesome  pun¬ 
ishment.  Suspension  was  mooted, 
which  could  endanger  his  NEC 


parents  vote,  saving  them  that 
awkward  choice:  ideal  or  career. 
Take  my  good  friend  Bob  Mar- 
shall-Andrews.  QC  who  recently 
attacked  “policies  which  will  ren¬ 
der  destitute  the  most  wretched". 
He  was  in  Hong  Kong,  doing  a  few 
days’  advocacy.  Oddly,  Nick 
Brown.  Chief  Whip,  had  no  objec¬ 
tions.  Then  there  is  the  engaging 
new  MP  Oona  King.  A  foxtnlghx 
ago  she  told  Harriet  Hannan: 
“Even  a  pound  makes  a  differ¬ 
ence."  Again,  the  whips  rather  le¬ 
niently  approved  an  extended  fact¬ 
finding  trip  to  Bangladesh.  “She 
will  be  back  before  Christmas,”  I 
am  told,  rather  vaguely. 


“Things  can  only  get  better*' 


Packet  man 

AFTER  talk  of  a  £10  million  ad¬ 
vance.  Elton  John  has  abandoned 
writing  a  memoir  —  as  he  has  not 
been  offered^ enough  money.  Pub¬ 
lishers  went  into  a  frenzy  at  Friuik- 
furt  The  deaths  of  his  friends 
Diana  and  Gianni  had  made  him 
contemplative  (or,  as  one  publisher 
put  it  “infinitely  more  promot- 
abte").  But  the  most  they  could 
muster  was  a  modest  £3.5  million. 
Elton  .wanted  £75  million,  a  sag-, 
gestion  “respectfully  declined"  by 
HarperColLins  and  others.  So 
David  Chaffbnt,  his  literary  agent 


Elton:  lost  match  to  publishers 


was  toidyesterday  to  take  it  off  the 
market.  "Hehad  promised  a  “reflec¬ 
tive  and  introspective”  account  fie, 
lots  of  sex)  making  it  "one  of  the 
biographies  of  the  decade”. 
Another  decade,  perhaps, 

•A  POTENT  guest  beer  served  in 
Strangers  Bar  fortified  MPs  voting 
against  the  Government.  Its 
name?  * 'Rebellion 


Jasper  Gerard 


Philip 
Howard 


■  Yo-ho-bo,  from 

Robinson  Croesus  to 

Treasury  Island 

uried  treasure  is  doe  of 
the  ten  basic  building- 
blocks  of  fiction.  This- 


B 


m  literature,  with  the  discovery 

of  hoards  of  silver  plate  and  the . 

netting  of  fishes  that  have  swal¬ 
lowed  gold  rings.  The  dream  of 
becoming  fabulously  nrit  wim- 
out  Having  to  work  for  it,  tire 
secret  plans,  the  lucky  dig.  exotic 
travel  and  the  threat  of  piratical 
rival  treasure-hunters  are  parte 
of  the  archetypal  treasure  story. 
And  Treasure  Island  is  its  most 
enduring  modern  example. 

Even  in  1883  Stevenson  wor¬ 
ried  whether  the  genre  was  old- 
fashioned.  In  a  (poor)  introduct¬ 
ory  poem  to,  the  -hesitating 
purchaser,  he  wondered  if  studi¬ 
ous  modem  youth  had  .grown 
beyond  his  ancient  appetites  for 
the  treasure  adventure.  If  Kings¬ 
ton.  or  Ballantine  the  brave,  or 
Cboper  of  tite  wood  and  wave 
are  no  laager  on  the  bestseller 
lists,  “So,  be  it,  also!  And  may  1/ 
And  all  my  pirates  share  the 
grave/  Where  these  and  their 
creations  Ue!".Ftear  not,  Tusitala 
of  the  Gaspers!  Your  old  trea¬ 
sure.  plot  still  has  sea-boots,  as 
can  be  seen  from  tbe  success  of 
the  National  Lottery  and  the 
genre  of  fantasy  treasure  hunts 
started  by  films  sudt  as  Raiders 
of  the  Last  Ark  and  Jumanji. 

It  merely  needs  to  be  updated 
to  bring  it  an  message  for  the 
new  Beojpfe’S  treasure  stray.  For 
sample,  pieces  of  eight  and 
gold  doubloons  no  longer  have 
tiie  resonance  they  ore*  did.  Nor 
do  the  “strange  oriental  pieces 
stamped  with  what  looked  like 
wisps  of  string  or  bits  of  spider’s 
web"  in  Ben  Gunn*,  treasure 
cave.  Tty  cashing  those  at  the 
supermarket.  They  do  not 
appear  on  the  carpusd  carrying 
instant  new  wealtiikt  the  aid  af 
The  Generation  Game  along 
with  the  cocktail  trolleys  and 
alarm-docks  that  also  make  tea. 
A  £125  miBion  celebrity  cheque 
blown  up  to  the  size  of  a  door  is 
what  makes  the  punters 
“OoohT  with  envy  these  days. 


Package  tours  -  have  n 
placed  the  schooner  Hi 
pdnu)lct,  'apd  so  scartere 
the  mystery  of  the*  TYeasui 
Islands  of  tbe  world.  But  ta 
havens  in  Guernsey  or  th 
Cayman  Islands  sound  as  my* 
teriousty  exotic  to  most  peopli 
and  the  accountants’  documer 
tatian  to  set  them  up  is  moi 
secretive  than  Captain  Bilty 
tattered  map  with  The  Spj 
glass"  hiD  in  its  centre.  Rum  i 
still  a  daring  tipple  in  dub 
especially  when  mixed  wit 
Coke.  But  the  captain’s  eterni 
song  will  have  to  be  made  ove 
by  spin-Dr  Liveseys  fror 
Saatchis.  along  tite  lines  of"  ’ll 
the  Season  to  Bacardi". 

Blindness  is  a  metaphor  fb 
the  search  fix'  hidden  treasun 
Blind  Pfew  tap-tapping  his  wa 
through  the  fog  towards  th 
Admiral  Benbow  is  a  grippm 
beginning  for  a  rattling  gooi 
yam  of  avarice.  In  the  People’ 
Treasure  Island,  blind  trusts  ar 
as  strange  and  sinister  as  tit 
dreadful-looking  beggar  with 
great  green  shade  over  his  eye 
and  -  nose.  In  the  genre  c 
treasure  stray,  the  heroes  shouli 
haw  common  English  name 
such  as -Jim  Hawkins  or  Geal 
frey  Robinson.  If  wranen  ar 
admitted,  they  play  supportiv 
roles,  encouraging  the  treasure 
seekers  or  holding  a  peai 
necklace.  But  it  helps  if 
have  exotic  names 


vast  wealth  and  a  certain 
Mme  Joska  Bourgeois.  It 
brilliant  touch  that  she  is 
beyond  interview.  Long  J 
Silver’s  name  signals  Ms  re 
characteristic  as  punningh 
Dickens  did  with  his  names 
So  a  Geoffrey  may  becoir 
«uniliar  a  name  for  tax 
onshore  trusts  in  treasun 
lands  such  as  Guernsey 
Bermuda  as  Tessas  and  ] 
once  were  in  less  exotic  setti 
Stir  into  the  brew  villas 
Chiantwhire,  memories  of  < 
notorious  pirates  as  Car 
Flint  or  Cap*n  Bob.  and  rill 
ous  lawyers  uttering  he 
threats,  and  you  have  a  3 
sure  Island  fe  new  Britain. 

And  fike^all  adventure  ya 


- - 

tod  toe  secrets  of  the  h 
hfeasuie  are  revealed,  j't 
use  for  dear,  silly  5 
Thdawney  to  go  rat  tefevfo 

say  that  it  fa  not  at  all  dear 

to  haven  is  buried  tres 
°pce  the  hunt  ,  has  staite 
wish  to  know  the  end.  B< 
new  version  Wffl  not  play  a 
atfittMennafoastheori 

Write  from  Carter-Ruck  ai 
sort  are  not  -so  much  fu 
beys  to  fence  wj 

Ptouc  cutlasses.  Obfoscat 
foss  of  a  prop  than  a  parro 
te  a  treasure  story  tha 
nm  and  ran  at  toe  Nation 
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A  Govemznent  that  pricied  itself  on  control 
and  discipline  lost  both  ,  an  Wednesday : 
mght  In  the  vote  on  lone-parent  benefits,  4? 
•.i  LS0lT  MPS  n^ed  and  a  "further  14- 
W  activdy  abstained,  a  result  far  worse  than 
whipsTiad  anticipated. Harriet  Harman, 
the  Social  Security  Secretary,  .was  left' 
unsupported  to  face  the  onslaught  No 
Cabinet  minister  thought  lit  to  join  Jier  and,  • 
while  MPs  bewailed,  the  poverty  of  lone  - 
mothers,  the  Prime  Minister  entertained - 

*.  media  .stars  at  No  10.  . .  . 

The  Chief  Whip  was  .wise  yesteniay  to" 
draw  back  from  confrontation  with  most  of 
the  rebels.  Had  the .  Government  been  : 
wholly  in  the  right  had  this  been  a  straight 
fight  between  old  and  new  Labour,  he  could  ~ 
have  cracked  down.  But  many  in  the  country .  ■ 
have  found  the  Government’s  arguments  on; 
this  issue  unconvincing,  particularly  since 

T  the  benefit  cut  will  act  as  a  deterrent  .to 

taking  a  job- Most  of  the  rebels  were  making 

mischief,  but  others  genuinely  could  riot- 
bring  themselves  to  vote  for  a  measure  that 
seemed  so  .miscancervedl  "Usually,  when 
Tony  Blair  has  taken  on  the  Left,  he  has  won 
-  popular  support  This  time,.he  would  been 
‘tt  marshier  ground.  . . 

:  '  If  relations  with  the  zebels. are  bad,  they 
are  little  better  with  the  loyal.  MPs  who 
supported  Ms  Hannan  against  their  better.  ; 
judgment  The  rebels  can  at  least  feel 
■comfortable  justifying  their  position  to  their 
family,  friends  and  constituents.  Those  who 
toed  the  government  line  while  hating 
themselves  for  doing  so  have  no  such  ease  of : 
explanation.  They  will  feel  fliaf  Mr  Ttiah-  ■ 
now  owes  them  a  favour.  -  ■ 

Unfortunately  for  tbe  Prime  Minister,  he-  ■ 
has  many  more  to  call  in  from’  them.  This 
move  on  loneriarent  benefit  is  just  fiie  firstof  . 
many  in  a  bold  plan  for  welfereTeform.  Mr 
Blair  made  a  mistake  by  starting  wSh  a  ait 
that  was  inherited  rather  than  justified  by  >• 


f 


his  Cwn  li^its.  Future  reforms,  stadi  as  the 
Mtoation  .  or  ^means-testing  of  .^'c&ability 
benefits,  are  far  more  sensible  measures. 
■  Unfortunately.-  the  lond-parent  row  will  cast 
its  iemgshadow  overo&o- r^brms.Rebels 
wilt  be  emboldened  to  vote  againsc  IoyaKsts 
^bethemore^eml»ttered.  . 

Yet  Mr  Blair  ntust  not  row  bade  now.  His 
.jiebels  may  woinid.  but.ti3ey  cannot  kill. 

Many  radical  policies  have  been  postponed 
■.foasemimi'te^-yvrifiue'refomj,  however, 
nfiCdkthe  cushion  of  ahugemajorify  Over 
the  next  four  years.  The  ftmie  Mxnister.can 
achieve  much.  He  **01  have  to  feave  it  to  the 
electorate  to  judge  whether  the  reforms 
achieved  outweigh  thedivisions  exposed. 

;  The  balance  should  work  in  his  favour; 
On-  Margaret  Thatcher’S  precedent,  voters 
'  seem  to  prefer  strong  leadership  tackling 
formerly  intractable  issues,  even  if  a 
minority  of  the  governing  party  finds  the 
.  approach  hard  to  stomach.  The  alternative 
—  weak  direction  and  an  obsession  with 
■party  management -—was  comprehensively 
rejected  at  the  last  election. 

•  Next  tune,  Ms  Harman  will  be  able  to 
marshall  better  arguments.  Then  the  clash 
really  will  be  between  old  Labour  and  new. 

|  If  those  reprimanded  this  week  offend  again. 
Mr  Blair  and  his  whips  will  have  to  tafo 
tougher  action.  Otherwise,  his  troops  will 
learn  the  habit  of.  rebellion  and,  ah  a 
narrower  msgority,  they  could  wreak  havoc. 

:  Meanwhile,  the  Prime  Minister  will  have 
to  protect  his  flank  mare  carefully.  Ms 
Harman,'  although  brave  .and  genuinely 
prepared,  jo  think  the  unthinkable,  may  not 
he  the  best  minister  to  persuade  her 
colleagues  to  think  it  too.  She  should  stay  in 
past  ,fo  prepare  the  reforms.-  But.  when  it 
cornea  .to  taking  than  through  Parliamait, 
she  could  perhaps  be  moved  to  a  different 
job  foaflaw  a  more  popular  minister  to  steer 
welfare  reform  past  a  recaktitrantparty. 


THE  CLIMATE  IN  THE  SENATE 

A  pause, to  reconsider  global  wanning  —  courtesy  of  the  USA 
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After  11  days  of  deliberation  and  an  intense 
48-hour  session  of  final  negotiations, the  cast 
of  thousands  assembled  in  Kyoto  approved 
a  treaty  to  reduce  global  grerifopuse  gases. 
This  blueprint  mandates  that  emissions 
shouldiie  cut  by  an  average  of  5.2per  cent 
freon  19^1eveIswithinl^nexil5years.jTte 'I 
European Union shgpid  reduce feoutpiiiby 
8  per  cent,  the  Unfted  States  b^  7  per  cent 
and  Japan  by  6  per  cent  The  part  was  . 
acclaimed,  by  those  whq  had  adopted^  as  a 
significant  first  step:  it  was  bitterly  con¬ 
demned  by  environmentalists  and  indus-. 
trialists.  Most  diplomats  were  relieved  that  a 
deal  of  any  sort -was  struck  and  that  a 
^breakdown  between  the  European  Union 

■  and  United  States  had  been  prevented. 

In  all  probability  this  is  arfispute  deferred. 
Although  Vice-President  Albert  Gore  —  a 
man  long  associated  with  this  issue— hailed 
tiie  accord  as  a  “vital  turning  paint”  arid 
President  Clinton  showed  similar  enthu¬ 
siasm,  it  is  unlikely  that  the  US  Senatewifl 
agree  with  than.  That  will bedear  when  the 
UN  convenes  agamnext  year  mArgentma. 

The  United  .States  fas  long'  had  an 
exceptionally  diverse  and  politically  effective, 
environmental  movement  within  its  own 
borders.  Many  American  stafes  have  passed 
measures  on  dean  air  and  pure  water  th^t  . 
are  among  flic  toughest  laws  in  the  world. - 
The  problems  of  pollution  aiid  the  challenge' 
r4k  of  conservation  lave,  however,  been,  home-. 
’  grown  matters.  Canada  has Tjflen  too dean, 
and  Mexico,  until  very  recently,  too  under- 

■  developed,  to  add  a  transnational  dintension 
to  American  policy.  Warnings  on  global 
wanning  have  not  yet  altered  tins  attitude.. 

The  details  have- sealed  this  treaty's. fete. 
The  Ctinton  Admmisfration  .needed  to 
convince  Confess  on two  natters:  first  flat 


'  a  cmfihle  system  of  tradeable  permits  would 
..  be  created  that  enrouraged American  com-. 

-  parties:  to  boy  and  sell  the  right  to  pollute; 

•  secondly,  that  developing  nations  would  also 
/  '  commit  themselves  to  meaningful  action  on 
..  emissions.  In  July,  theSenate  passed,  an  a 

95-Ovute,  a  modffli  making  that  linkage 
explicit.  As  it  is,  foe  Kyoto  framework 
retains  the  principle  of  permits  but  with  little 
practical  detail  ,  and  has  Jailed  to  place 
obtigafions  on  rapidly  emerging,  economies 
'  'such  as  China  and  India. 

■  •:  American  corporations  and  trade  unions 
alike  have  condemned  the  Kyoto  conference, 
spending  $13  million  on  advertisements 
.  before  foe  politicians  and  bureaucrats  even 

readied  Japan.  Most  Republicans  instme- 
lively  distrust  regulation  of  tiiis  sort  and  are 
-deeply  suspicious  of  crusade  associated 
with  Mr  Gore,  a' certain-  presidential 
contender  in  2000.  Many  Democrats,  who 

■  might  otherwise  sympathise  with  rthnate 
j  control.  : will,  not  .  tjsk  alienating  their 

constituents  with  congressional  elections 

•  ne& /year..  The  Senate  will' not  ratify  this, 
treaty.  Mh  Clinton,  knows  that  Mr  Gore 
conceded  yesterd^y  .  tiiat  the;  document 
would  not  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  unless 
key  developing  nations  ‘‘voluntarily'’  agreed 

. .  to  mandatoqr  limits  on  their  pollution, 

This  does^notirtean  that  the  /international 
"  process  will  end  or  that  carbcm  dioxide  wil] 

.  bd  produced  in  uncontrolled  quantities. 
There  wffi  be  foe  opportunity.  for  further 

-  deliberations.  It  does,  however,  surest  that 
.  those  who  favour  dramatic  action  wifi  have 

fo  makefoeir  case  more  powerfully  still  and 
look  beyond  politiriaus  and  United  Natitais 
-T  initralives.  That  maybe-^-  courtesy  offoe  US 
Senate— foe  angle  most  important  message 
to  emerge  from  foe  Kyoto  conference. 


FORKED  TONGUES 

Geriy  Adams?  Gaelic  words  sendMse  signals 


Whatever  words  may- haye  pased  beween 

Gerry  Adams  and  Tbny  .Blair  inside .  10 
; .  Downing  Street  yesterday  will  not  towbad 

.the  impact  on  the  viewing  pubhtwhiai  Mr 
Adams*  words  outside  enjoyed.  The  climax 
.V,  for  Mr  Adams  m!  a  day  of  distasteful 
- ;  *9  theatrical  contrivance  was  his  studied  use  of 

-  V  ff  Irish  on  the  Downing  Street,  doorstro  to 

answer  to  a  joumalisrs  questit^  D^b- 
eratdy  ignming  an  inquay  m  English,  Mr 

'  Adams  sought  out  afiguremtitertowd^to 

addressed  the  Sinn  Fem  leado-m  Ga^oMr 
Adams’  choice  of  language 

careftiGy  choreographed  as. his  chouse  of 
overcoat  *frwn  a  wellwistier”  or  his  maMer. 

of  preparation  for  foe  meeting, 

’ . :  pause  tocpllect  his  Wf*. ^ 

processKsidown  WhddialL-Evrtjmtoiiteg. 

'/•  day  has  be«m 

,  t  gesture,  calculated,  to  convey  a  particular, 

"and wholly deoritfuL 

The  anfoa^adorial  overcoat  motorcade, 

bodyguards  and,  most  of  aDL:ti»- ^tongt^ 
>*  Sws  so  odd  to  Brtoshearsare^aU- 

-  SSSTsuflgest  foat  Mr  Adams  is  the 

'  '  S  jSarp.  and  negotiate:  colonial  w&i- 

3S5S 

v' 


v  he  aim  of  .denying,  Ulsterts.  democratic 
majority  its  rights.  When  the  commander  of 
the  ERA’S  itelfasTbrigade  issued  orders  to 
;  kni  he  efid  not  do  so  in  foe  language  of 
-  Cuchulain  but  thehrutal  urban  English  of  a 
Leninist.  Warlord.  Hie  Irish  language  is  a 
minority  tongue  in  foe  Republic  and  thrives 
ai  alL  Norih' or  South  of  the  border,  only 
thanks  to  state:  support  It:  is  as  much' a 
histarrc  ianguage  pf  the  British  Isles  as 
Comirii,  Welsh  or -Lallans.  It  is,  however  no 
more  the  a^foentie  lingua^' of  working" 
dassTHster  in  whichSinn  Fdnsurgexi^are 
.  conducted  and  benefit  flams  filled  in  foan 
Latin  is  flie  lfngua' franca  of  Whitehall 
:  Mr  Blair  may  have  frit  tbatlhe  words  Mr 
Adams  -  uttered  inside  his  home  have 
brought  peace  doser.  -That  israjudgmenthe 
must  beaHowed  m  foe  privacy  of  that  home; 
i'So  recenfly  itself  an  IRA  target  What  is 
.-  cdtain  Ts  tiiat  his  invitatioh  allotted :Mr 
.  Adams  tiie  chance  topregect  an  image  to  the 
world  which  does  democracy  no  service.  The 
welcome  to  Sinn  Fan  was  issued  on  foe 
’  bans  it  should  be  treated  like  every  other 
■  party  in  the  jalks  on  Northern  Ireland’s 
future.  Yet  Mr  Adams  and  hkcolte^gues 
.  esmloited  foe  occasion  to' send  exKtiy  tlte 
qpjiosife  message.  They  wished  to  be^een 


and  but  stifie  it 

ralcnlatem  «P  advancf 


improve  its  govemntent .  but  a  ^foreign 
detegatiCHi  seeldnganendto  occupation.  Itis 
?V  pity  that  ,  a  Government,  so  skpfed-  iri 
•^s^ation  should  have  -allowed-  democ- 
racy^doorstep  to  be  so  i&used. 
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Use  of  party  whips 
‘undemocratic’ 

From  Mr  £.  B.  Shaxson 

Sfr.Surelytheiimehascometoques- 
tk»  the  imdenyyatic  powers  welded 
by  the  party  whips,  following  the  un- 
edifring  examples  of  the  previous 
Govermuent,  in  forring  many  Mem¬ 
bers  to  avoid  their  perajved  respoa- 
sBnHties  — ♦  m  tins  instance  towards 
single  mothers  (reports,  December  U. 
leading  article,  December  10). 

Malcolm  Chisholm,  foe  .  Scottish 
Office  Minister,  who  resigned  his  port¬ 
folio  oyer  the  current  issue,  together 
with  some  46  Labour  “reWs",  are 

-  upholding  foe  best  traditions  of  our 
■  Westminster  system  and,  whatever 

our1  political '  persuasions,  we  owe 
them  gratitude  for  their  courage  and 
•conviction.  ••  • 

The  next  vulnerable  groups  to  be 
assaOcd  are  the  disabled  and  patsian- 
ers  —  they  will  need  the  support  of 
courageous  Members  too. 

Yours  etc. 

BRUCE  SHAXSON. 

8  Oakhurst.  GrayshOtt  GU26  6JW. 
Decemberll. 

From  Mrs  Fiona  H.  House 

Sir,  In  the  early  days  of  Labours 
election  success,  the  Prime  Minister 
said:  “The  people  are  foe  masters.  We 
are  the  servants  of  foe  people.  We  will 
never  forattthat ...  V 
In  a  democracy,  foe  will  of  the 
people  is  exercised  through  their  rep¬ 
resentatives  in  Parliament  The  exec¬ 
utive,  in  order  to  serve  the  people, 
must  subject  itsdf  to  the  will  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  It  may  have  become  the  habit 
but  it  fa  constitutionally  corrupt  for 
foe  Government  to  seek,  by  threat  and 
bullying,  to  exert  its  will  over  foe  will 
of  the  people’s  representatives.  Where 
it  cannot  persuade,  it  should  submit 

Yours  faithfully-,.' 

F.  H.  HOUSE. 

23  King  Edward’s  Road, 

Ware  SG12  7EJ; 

Decemberll. 

From  Mr  Richard  Bristow 

Sir.  I  wonder  how  many  votes  would 
have  been  cast  against  the  Govern¬ 
ment  last  night  on  benefits  for  single 
mothers  if  there  were  a  secret  system 
of  voting,  instead  of  foe  open  ballot 
•system  which  presently  exists. 

-  Perhaps  we  should  try  out  secret 
ballots  in  the  House:  of  Commons 
."before _we  spend,  too  ipuch  time  and 
money  on  -  studying  other  electoral 
voting  systems. 

Yours  faithfully, 

RICHARD  BRISTOW, 

11  Hampstead  Way,  NWU.7JE. 
December  11. 

From  Ms  Nicola  Thorne 

Sir.  How  ironic  It  is  that  on  the  very 
day  Parliament  voted  to  lower  the 
lone-parent  benefit,  Tony  Blair  hosted 
a  glittering  party  in  Downing  Street 
for  grinning  showbiz  personalities. 
Apparently  foe  new  Government  has  - 
now  spent  more  on  parties  than  the 
amount  to’  be  taken  away  next  year 
from.  new.  claimants  for  lone-parent 
benefit  •  -  •  _ 

At  one  time  it  seemed  impossible  to 
envisage  -a  Tory  election  victory  in 
another  four  to  five  years.  Now  it 
looks  more  likely.  '• 

Yours  faithfully. 

NICOLA  THORNE, 

South  Bank  (North)*  Church  Street, 
Sturminster  Newton  DT10 1DB. 
TJeceraberll.  • 


Demise  of  the  doorstep  welcomed 


Neighbours  at  odds 

From  Mr  Steven  R.  Laid  law 

Sir.  Magnus  Iinklater  fToure  in  a 
minority,  Mr  Straw",  December  4) 
must  lave  moved  in  rather  limited 
curies  in  Scotland  if  he  has  “not 
realised”  the  stroigth  of  anti-English 
feeling  here,  and  the  consequent  ne¬ 
cessity  for  legislation  to  crack  down  on 
overt  hostility  towards  ethnic  minor¬ 
ities  -—  the  English  in  particular. 

The  reason  for  this  hostility  Is,  of 
coarse,  roofed  in  foe  histories  of  both 
England  and-  Scotland.  However,  1 
would  hope  Mr  Iinklater  can  see  the 
logical  answer  to  the  current  animos¬ 
ity:  independence  for  Scotland.  Then 
both  nations  may  exist  as  neighbours, 
not  as  landlord  and  tenant. 

Yours  faithfully, . 

STEVEN  R.  LAIDLAW, 

27  Hartingtun  Place.  . 

.Edinburgh  EH10  4LJF. 

December  .4.  . 

From  Mrs  M.  A.  Burton 

Sir,  In  I^dl  was  harangued  for  being 
English,  fbr  fbur  hours  at  a  stretch,  by 
foe  owneraffofi  crofton  North  Uist  in 
which  1^ was  staying  for  a  holiday.  As  a 

result,  1  have  spent  my  recent  holidays 

in  East  Africa,  where  the  natives  are 
more  friendly-  : 

‘  Legislation  may  well  be  necessary 
te  protect  those  who  have  to  live  with 
such  prgudkc.but  why  is  this  not 
covered  by  the  existing  law  on  racial 
discrimination?  1 

Yomsfruthfnfly.  •- 
M.A  BURTON.  : 

Rectoiy  Farm,  1  Cambridge  Square. 
Alderton,  Tewkesbury  GUO  8NW. 
December*!.  —  ‘ 
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From  Mr  Jamie  Bomick 

Sir,  I  was  surprised  to  read  the  dairn 
from  the  House-Builders*  Federation 
that  the  enforcement  of  “visitabUjty" 
requirements,  sudi  as  the  absence  of 
doorsteps  (report,  Decembers),  would 
add  El  ,000  to  the  cost  of  the  average 
two-bedroom  house,  pricing  many 
first-time  buyers  out  of  foe  market 

My  company  is  presently  discuss¬ 
ing,  with,  foe  help  of  the  local  plan¬ 
ners,  the  commercial  development  of 
318  homes  in  Rxmnyznede,  Surrey. 
These  will  incorporate  not  only  the 
level-entry  requirements  which  tiie 
Construction  Minister  is  to  impose 
from  April  1999  tart  15  other  require¬ 
ments  set  by  tiie  Joseph  Rowntree 
Foundation’s  standards  for  “lifetime 
homes”.  We  believe  this  will  be  the 
first  prototype  development  of  tiiis 
sort  of  house  in  the  private  housing 
field.  They  will  be  sold  at  the  same 
peice  as  any  other  new  housing  deve¬ 
lopment. 

In  the  light  of  the  Government’s 
recent  announcement  that  4.4  million 
new  homes  will  have  id  be  buOt  in  the 
next  20  years,  ft  cannot  be  premature 
to  ensure  that  new  housing  is  acces¬ 
sible  to  people  from  across  the  com¬ 
munity  at  tbe  earliest  opportunity. 

The  reality  is  that  budding-in  such 
requirements  at  source  is  economical¬ 
ly  sound.  We  should  grasp  this  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  to  provide  tiie  equal- 
hy  of  access  which  our  ageing  popula¬ 
tion  demands,  rather  than  paying  foe 
higher  cost  later  fay  failing  id  think 
before  we  build. 

Yours  sincerely, 

JAMIE  BOKWICK 
(Managing  Director}, 

Love  Lane  Investments  Ltd. 

1  Love  Lane,  ECZV  7JJ. 

Decembers. 

From  Ms  Ginhie  Shaw 
and  Mr  Charlie  Dixon 

Sir,  Joking  aside,  how  many  people 
will  seriously  miss  the  fresit  doorstep? 
All  sorts  of  people  will  gain  from  the 
Government's  anticipated  extension 
of  accessibility  requirements  to  all 


new  residential  accommodation. 

The  changes  will  not  only  improve 
foe  lives  of  older  and  disabled  people, 
as  your  report  suggests;  parents  with 
buggies,  cyclists,  people  of  all  ages 
recovering  from  illness  or  accident,  in 
feet  the  majority  of  us  will  benefit 
Furthermore,  it  is  simply  not  true 
that  there  are  no  “failsafe  technical 
solutions’*  -  to  keep  the  rain  out  as 
alleged  by  the  Chief  Executive  of  the 
House-Builders'  Federation.  Housing 
associations  have  been  successfully 
building  level  thresholds  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  even  in  areas  with 
extreme  weather  conditions. 

Of  course,  the  inaccessibility  of  our 
existing  homes  will  continue  to  be  a 
problem  and  may  require  expensive 
adaptations  for  years  to  come.  But  at 
least  tbe  150,000  homes  built  each 
year  from  1999  will  save  us  all  money 
in  the  longer  term,  as  well  as  bring 
safer  and  more  comfortable  places  to 
live  in. 

Yours  faithfully, 

GINNIE  SHAW 
(Director,  National  Disabled 
Persons  Housing  Service), 

CHARLIE  DIXON 
(Assistant  Director.  RNIB  Housing 
and  Environmental  Services). 

RNIB  Housing  Service, 

Garrow  House. 

190  Kensal  Road.  W10  5BT. 
December  5. 

From  Dr  Patricia  Pay 

Sir,  If  those  who  pour  scorn  on  the 
Construction  Minister’s  proposals, 
had  known  what  it  is,  as  1  have  for 
more  than  twenty  years,  to  find  your¬ 
self  marooned  at  the  doorway  of  a 
building  you  needed  to  enter,  or  total¬ 
ly  unable  to  visit  friends  because  of  an 
entrance  step  and  no  downstairs  loo. 
they  would  doubtless  welcome  these 
desperately  needed  changes  to  foe 
building  regulations  as  a  giant  leap  in 
die  right  direction. 

Yours  faithfully. 

P.  PAY. 

Umgmeadow  House, 

Dunsford,  Exeter  EX6  7AD. 
December  5. 


Anti-depressant  drags 

From  Professor  George  Beaumont 

Sir,  I  am  alarmed  and  disturbed  by 
Mr -Charles  Medawart  findings  on 
die  addictive  qualities  of  anti-depres¬ 
sant  drugs,  published  in  The  Inter¬ 
national  Journal  of  Risk  &  Safety  in 
Medicine  (report.  December  4). 

During  the  40  years  that  anti¬ 
depressants  have  been  available, 
there  has  been  no  convincing  evi¬ 
dence,-  despite  extensive  worldwide 
use,  foat  they  could  be  regarded  as 
drugs  of  addiction.  It  is  true  foat 
withdrawal  effects  can,  sometimes,  be 
seen  on  cessation  erf  all  anti-depres¬ 
sant  regimes;  but  these  effects,  which 
are  invariably  shortlived,  can  be 
explained  pharmacologically.  Similar 
mechanisms  apply  when  a  variety  of 
other  drugs  not  regarded  as  addictive 
axe  withdrawn.  They  can  be  avoided 
or  controlled  by  good  clinical  practice. 

Mr  Medawar  is  wrong  to  suggest 
that  all  antidepressants  are  essentially 
the  feme.  Although  their  efficacy  in 
relieving  tbe  core  symptoms  of  major 


depression  is  similar,  there  are  big 
differences  in  side-effect  profile, 
behavioural  toxicity  and  toxicity  in 
overdose.  Their  pharmacological  ac¬ 
tions  also  differ  and  this  is  important 
in  managing  tiie  range  of  conditions, 
especially  anxiety,  with  which  de¬ 
pression  is  so  often  allied. 

Depression  is  one  of  the  most 
common  disorders  that  afflict  man¬ 
kind.  It  causes  substantial  suffering 
and  disability.  It  has  a  significant 
mortality  and  creates  an  enormous 
economic  burden.  It  is.  however, 
eminently  and  relatively  simply  treat¬ 
able  with  modem  antidepressants, 
provided  they  are  administered  prop¬ 
erly. 

The  sort  of  comments  made  in  Mr 
Medawar ’X  report  unnecessarily  un¬ 
dermine  public  confidence  in  antide¬ 
pressants.  which  should  be  used  more 
extensively,  not  less. 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEORGE  BEAUMONT. 

II  Dorchester  Road. 

Hazel  Grove,  Stockport  SK7  SHE. 
December  5. 


Wolsey  invoked 

From  Admiral  of  the  Fleet 
Lord  Hill-Norton 

Sir.  The  letter  from  Lord  Irvine  of 
Lairg  (December  5)  if  ft  does  nothing 
else  precisely  confirms  your  assess¬ 
ment  .  of  his  self-conceit  (leading 
article,  December  L  and  further  letter, 
December  9).  If  you  need  to  refer  to  it 
again  you  can  now  add  “appears  to 
have  had  a  sense  of  humour  by-pass". 

None  of  this  would  matter  much  — 
except  to  Ms  unfortunate  colleagues 
perhaps  —  if  it  had  not  led  him  to  try 
to  interfere  with  foe  long-established 
mid  orderly  process  of  discipline  in 
the  Army  by  intervening  in  the  case  of 
Major-  Eric  Joyce  (report,  “Tories 
protest  as  major  evades  court  mar¬ 
tial",  earlier  editions,  December  1). 

For  foe  .sake  of  all  the  men  and 
women  in  all  three  Services,  one  must 
hope  that  tiiis  will  be  as  unsuccessful 
as  his  letter  has  been. 

I  remain.  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 
H1LDNORTON.  ■  - 
House  of  Lords. 

December  9. 


Forces  honours 

From  Major-General  Ken  Perkins 

Sir,  In  foe  Armed  Forces  operational 
honours  list  foat  you  publish  today, 
half  of  the  places  are  occupied  by 
commissioned  officers  who  numeri¬ 
cally  are  but  a  small  proportion  of  tiie 
Forces.  The  “other  ranks”  deserve 
better  recognition. 

It  is  no  jufeification  to  weight  tiie  list 
in  favour  of  officers  because  of  their 
more  onerous  responsibilities:  these 
are  already  rewarded  by  pay  and 
privfiegs. 

The  criteria  when  deciding  who  is  to 
be  honoured  should  simply  be  how 
modi  beyond  the  call  of  duty  at  their 
particular  level  have  the  men  and 
women  in  question  performed,  and  in 
my  experience  “other  ranks”  perform 
above  foe  normal  call  erf  duty  just  as 
often  as  officers.  The  Ministry  of 
Defence  needs  to  acknowledge  this. 

Yours  faithfully. 

KEN  PERKINS. 

4Bedwyn  Common. 

Marlborough  SN8  3  HZ. 

December  9. 


Jacob  of  Ancona 

From  Dr  David  Abulafia 

Sir,- Mr  David  Selboume  (letter.  Dec¬ 
ember  5),  describing  a  manuscript 
which  he  has  still  to  produce,  cannot 
defend  himself  by  using  the  text  of 
Jacob  of  Ancona  to  verify  events, 
when  the  very  nature  of  that  text  is  in 
doubt. 

I,  an1  foe  other  hand,  can  produce 
manuscript  evidence  to  show  that  my 
original  text,  slightly  edited  down  {ar¬ 
ticle,  “An  amazing  journey — or  just  a 
hooiC".  December  I),  said  that  it  was 
the  Genoese  colony  in  Acre,  not  Acre 
itsdf,  thafwas  in  ruins  “at  the  time  of 
Jacob’s  arrival". 

Mr  Selboume  invites  "scholars  of 
medieval  Aragon”  to  investigate 
Aaron  of  Barcelona.  Having  written 
extensively  on  Aragon,  I  emphatically 
refute  Ins  existence: 

Yours  faithfully, 

DAVID  ABULAFIA 
Gonvflfe  and  Cal  us  College, 
Cambridge  CB2  FTA 
dsafflD@hermes.carrLac.uk 
Decembers. 


From  Ms  Kay  E.  Lacey 

Sir,  I  was  concerned  to  read  in  David 
Selboume^  The  City  of  Light  that 
Jacob  of  Ancona  gives  two  pearls  for 
foe  ears  of  his  maid,  Buccazuppo.  I 
assume  that  this  implies  for  earrings 
but,  as  a  textile  and  dress  historian 
with  a  special  interest  in  foe  subject  I . 
am  doubtful  that  a  western  woman  at 
this  date  would  wear  them. 

It  is  a  common  misconception  foat 
medieval  people  wore  earrings.  In  foe 
West  they  are  not  worn  after  the 
Viking  period  (c  ADI 000),  and  only  in 
foe  first  quarter  of  the  16fo  century  do 
they  appear  again.  Only  “moors”  axe 
represented  as  wearing  solitary  ear¬ 
rings  in  the  medieval  period. 

I  have  seen  a  pair  of  14th-century 
Indonesian  earrings  made  of  gold.  I 
know  of  none  with  pearls. 

Yours  etc, 

KAY  LACEY, 

London  School  of  Economics  and 
Political  Science. 

Department  of  International  History, 
Houghton  Street,  WCZA  2AE. 
kelacey@lse.ac.uk 
Decembers. 


Arts  funding  after 
Opera  House  row 

From  Mr  John  Letts 

Sir.  I  think  many  will  endorse  Lord 
Rees-Mogg*  comment  fTwflight  of 
the  Garden”,  December  4)  that  “if  arts 
funding  is  to  be  handled  in  this  un¬ 
pleasant  way,  there  will  be  few  people 
willing  to  accept  such  unpleasant 
conditions". 

1  speak  from  some  personal  experi¬ 
ence.  1  have  had  nearly  30  years  of 
running  the  Museum  of  The  Year 
Award  —  and  finding  foe  money  to 
run  ft.  I  have  also  been  at  foe  centre  of 
one  successful  bid  to  foe  Millennium 
Commission  and  one  major  bid  (as  yet 
unresolved)  to  another  lottery  agency. 
Yet  if  anyone  asked  whether  I  would 
dunk  of  doing  the  same  kind  of  thing 
again  —  unpaid,  as  the  board  of  foe 
Royal  Opera  House  were  —  after  this 
un pleasing  debade,  I  would  find  it 
difficult  to  say  yes. 

There  is  sometimes  a  grudging  atti¬ 
tude  among  the  apparatchiks  in  foe 
giving  agencies  today  which  makes  us 
recipients  wonder  if  we  are  on  triaL  It 
may  well  be  more  blessed  to  hoard  foe 
Slate’s  revenues  (which  are  supplied 
by  us  humble  taxpayers)  than  it  is  to 
distribute  them,  but  we  do  not  need 
such  frequent  reminders. 

The  now  resigned  board  of  the  Roy¬ 
al  Opera  House  wfl]  know  what  I 
mean.  They  have  been  pilloried,  as  di¬ 
lettantes  or  unpaid  amateurs  (or 
both),  by  a  committee  of  quite  hand¬ 
somely  rewarded  professional  politi¬ 
cians  whose  (qualifications  and  experi¬ 
ence  are  not  immediately  reassuring. 

Yours  sincerely. 

JOHN  LETTS. 

9a  North  Street,  SW4  0HN. 
December5. 

From  Earl  Alexander  of  Tunis 

Sir.  Mr  John  Major  states  (letter,  Dec¬ 
embers:  see  also  letters.  December  9) 
foat  parliamentary  select  committee 
reports  are  “very  important”,  and  foat 
he  would  “like  foe  select  committee 
system  to  maintain  its  authority  as  a 
check  upon  government".  These  as¬ 
sertions  are  at  odds  with  his  regard  to 
such  committees  when  he  was  Prime 
Minister- 

The  Treasury  Select  Committee, 
after  taking  much  evidence  on  tiie 
problems  of  Lloyd’s  of  London,  twice 
recommended  a  thorough  inquiry  in¬ 
to  foe  alleged  wrongdoing  (reports. 
May  26.  1995,  and  March  21.  1996). 
The  Government  under  Mr  Major 
consistent^  refused,  using  foe  excuse 
that  nothing  would  be  gained  from 
such  an  inquiry. 

I  need  hardly  add  foat  the  sums  of 
money  involved  in  the  Lloyd’s  fiasco 
far  exceed  those  of  the  Royal  Opera 
House. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ALEXANDER  of  TUNIS. 

House  of  Lords. 

December  9. 


Keeping  in  touch 

From  Dr  J.  W.  Brooke  Barnett 

Sir,  At  Waterloo  Station  recently  I 
noticed  that  many  of  foe  travellers 
were  unable  to  negotiate  foe  crowded 
concourse  without  tire  aid  of  their  mo¬ 
bile  phones. 

It  did  make  me  wonder  whether  in 
isolated  spots  such  as  Dartmoor,  Tost 
schoolgirls  (report  December  9)  could 
benefit  from  having  a  mobDe  phone.  It 
could  save  several  thousand  pounds 
in  searching  for  them. 

Yours  faithfully,  _ 

J.  W.  BROOKE  BARNETT, 

Flat  IS, 

65  Courtfield  Gardens,  SW6  ONQ. 
December  10. 


Comings  and  goings 

From  the  Head  Master  of 
Westminster  School 

Sir,  This  day  contains  an  interesting 
double  bill.  Mr  Gerry  Adams  walks 
into  10  Downing  Street  for  foe  first 
time;  HM  The  Queen  walks  off  the 
Royal  Yacht  for  the  last  time. 

Yours  etc, 

D.  M.  SUMMERSCALE. 

Head  Master,  Westminster  School, 

17  Dean’s  Yard.  SW1P  3PB. 

December  II. 


Casiles  in  the  air 

From  Commander  T.  V.  G.  Binney. 
RN  ( retd) 

Sir,  Like  many  others,  I  should  ima¬ 
gine.  surfing  today’s  letters  before 
selecting  an  order  of  reading,  1 
assumed  foat  Dr  John  Swales's  letter, 
with  its  talk  of  “follies"  and  “millen¬ 
nium”  had  to  be  a  relaunch  of  the 
dome  correspondence. 

Alas  it  was  onfy  a  balloon,  but  while 
we’re  on  the  subject  is  there  any 
chance  that  Mr  Branson  might  now 
offer  Mr  Mandelson  his  redundant 
helium? 

What  a  grand  sight  that  would  be. 

Yours  faithfully, 

GILES  BINNEY, 

Close  Cottage, 

Regale,  ffetersfield  GU31 5HN. 
December  II. 

From  Mr  David  A.  Leahy 

Sir.  Could  it  be  that  we  now  have  a 
ane-wprd  English  translation  for 
Schadenfreude — Branson? 

Yours  faithfully, 

DAVID  A.  LEAHY. 

14  Dunham  Rise, 

Altrincham  WAI4  2BB. 

December  11. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  II:  The  Queen  and  THe 
Duke  of  Edinburgh  armed  at 
Eastleigh  Airport  this  morning  to 
attend  the  decommissioning ;  oj 
HMY Britannia  and  were  received 

by  Her  Majesty's  Lord-Lieutenant 

of  Hampshire  (Mrs  Christopher 
Fagan). 

Her  Majesty  and  His  Royal 
Highness  drove  to  HM  Naval 
Base,  Portsmouth,  and  we  recei¬ 
ved  by  the  Commander  of  the  &»= 
(Commander  lain  Henderson  RN) 

and  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Portsmouth 

(Oxindllor  Anthony  Golds). 

The  Queen  and  The 
Edinburgh  embarked  in  HMY 
Britannia  and  visited  the  Kayai 
Yacht  Messes  before  giving  a 
Lunch  on  board  at  which  the 
Secretary  of  Stale  for  Defence  (Uw 
Rt  Hon  George  Robertson  MR 
and  the  Chief  of  Naval  Staff  and 
First  Sea  Lord  (Admiral  Sir  Joac 
Slater)  were  present. 

Having  said  farewell  to  the 
Commodore  Royal  Yachts  (Com¬ 
modore  Anthony  Morrow  RN)  and 
Royal  Yacht  Officers  and  Yachts¬ 
men.  Her  Majesty  and  His  Royal 
Highness  this  afternoon  dis¬ 
embarked  from  HMY  Britannia 
onto  South  Railway  Jetty. 

The  Queen  and  The  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  were  present  at  the 
Paying-off  Ceremony  of  the  Royal 
Yacht  and  afterwards  attended  a 
Reception  with  Royal  Yachtsmen 


past  and  present  and  their  famihea. 

The  Prince  of  Wales.  The  Duke 
qf  York,  The  Prince  Edward.  The 
Princess  Royal,  accompanied  by 
Captain  Timothy  Laurence  RN, 
the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Gtoucss- 
ler.  The  Duke  of  Kent,  Prince  and 
Princess  Michael  of  Kent,  and 
Princess  Alexandra,  the  Hon  Lady 
Ogilvy.  accompanied  by  the  Rt  Hon 
Sir  Angus  Ogflvy.  were  present. 

Commodore  Anthony  Morrow 
RN  was  received  by  The  Queen 
today  when  Her  Majesty  invested 
him  with  the  [nsignia  of  a  Comman¬ 
der  of  [he  Royal  Victorian  Order. 
December  11:  The  Princess  Royal, 
President,  the  Missions  to  Seamen, 
accompanied  by  Captain  Timothy 

Laurence  RN,  this  evening  at¬ 
tended  a  Carol  Concert  at 

Guildhall  London  EC2. 

ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
December  II:  The  Prince  of  Wales 
this  evening  attended  the  Royal 
Yachtsmen  Association  Dinner  at 
HM  Naval  Base.  Portsmouth. 
KENSINGTON  PALACE 
December  11:  The  Princess  Mar¬ 
garet.  Countess  of  Snowdon.  Cok>- 
nd-in-Chief.  The  Royal  Highland 
Fusiliers  (The  Princess  Margaret’s 
Own  Glasgow  and  Ayrshire  Regi¬ 
ment).  this  afternoon  received 
Brigadier  lain  Reid  upon 
relinquishing  his  appointment  as 
Cokmd  of  the  Regiment  and 
Major-General  Angus  Ramsay 
upon  assuming  the  appointment. 


Memorial 

services 


Forthcoming  %■ 
marriages 


lev  ar  a  service  of  dtanksgivinR  for 

the  life  of  Sir  Gilbert  Loogden. 
former,  MP.hdd 

Trinity.  Brampton.  The  fc*  Sandy 

Alecs  Hsnkey,  nephew,  the !  Eart  of 
Sandwich  and  Mr 
Weaver  gave  readings.  Lard  bam 

of  Winlon  gave  an  address.  Among 


ute  and  Duchess  or 


A  new  British  machine  to  dear  landmines,  a  cause  championed  by  Diana,  Princess  of  Wales,  wasunvefled 
yesterday  at  Olympia  in  West  London.  The  machine,  invented  in  Sheffield  and  supported  by  the  chanty  Mines 
Clearance  International  cuts  into  the  earth  and  destroys  the  mines.  The  seven  tonne  vehicle,  named  Minoina, 
is  designed  to  dear  minefields  at  one  kilometre  an  hoar.  With  it  are,  left  to  right,  John  Backhouse  of  Avesta, 
Sheffield,  Nicholas  Kirk,  the  machine's  inventor,  and  Bill  Ramsay  of  British  Steel 


M*HJJ-.Caw*onie 

between  Hugo.  SOT  Of  Mr  and  Mrs 

DSaBericshh®-^ and 

ter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Stuart  Clark,  of 

Caerieon.  Gwent 

MrJ-A.  Kendafl 

a ad  Miss  S-LiM.  TtoBV  • _ 

The  engagemait  * 
between  Jonathan,  ddest  sot  or 
Mr  M-A.  Kendal  of  Putney; 

rf  Unwin.  Devon,  and  Samantha, 
driest  daughter  of  .Mr  and  Mrs. 
R.  W.  ThMby.  of  Mayfeir.  Inndon.- , 

ry-t™  GJXG  UeweRjm 
and  Miss  AM*  Hi%to  __.j 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Captain  Gfyh  UeweSyn.  , 
Royal  Welch  Fusiliers,  son  at 

Major  General  the  Rev  and  Mrs 
Mcigm  UewdlyiLOf  LtenraWodt 
Powys,  and  Annabel,  daughter  of  ■ 
Mr  and  Mrs  Robin  Hughes,  of 
East  Ogwel  Devon. 


Birthdays  today 


Dinners 


Latest  wills 


Today’s  royal 
engagements 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  on  behalf  of 
the  Queen,  will  hold  an  Investiture 
at  Buckingham  Palace  at  11.00. 
The  Duke  of  Edinburgh.  Admiral 
of  the  Fleet,  will  visit  HMS  Ocean 
at  GEC  Marine  VSEL  Barrow 
Shipyard,  Barrow-in-Furness. 
Cumbria  at  11  JO. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  as  president. 
The  Prince's  Trust,  will  launch  the 
Millenium  Awards  at  the  Lime¬ 
light  Club.  135  Shaftesbury  Ave¬ 
nue.  London  Wl.  at  2.00. 

The  Princess  Royal,  as  president, 
the  Princess  Royal  Trust  for 
Carers,  will  visit  Holyhead  Carers 
Outreach.  Unit  9  Holyhead 
Centre.  Kingstond.  Holyhead, 
Anglesey  at  10.40:  and  will  launch 
the  Carers  Support  Initiative  with 
Samaritans.  Gwynedd  Carers 
Centre.  60  Fford  DeinioL  Bangor, 
at  1220. 

The  Duke  of  Kent.  Chancellor, 
Surrey  University,  will  preside 
over  the  conferment  of  degrees 
ceremony.  Guildford.  at  2.15. 


Dover  College 

The  Governors  of  the  Corporation 
of  Dover  College  announce  the 
appointment  of  Mr  Howard 
Blacken.  MA  fOxon).  as  Head¬ 
master.  with  immediate  effect.  Mr 
Blackett  has  been  Second  Master 
at  Dover  since  September  1993. 


Repton  School 


Rep  ton  School  is  updating  its 
records.  Would  any  Old  Rfiptonian 
who  has  not  received  a  proforma 
for  this  purpose  please  contact  Mr 
S.P.B.  Badger.  The  Old  Mitre. 
Repton.  DE65  6FH.  Tel:  01283 
559322:  fax  01283  599213. 


High  Commissioners 

Mr  Ian  Whitehead  to  be  High 
Commissioner  to  Guyana  in  succes¬ 
sion  to  Mr  David  Johnson  who  is 
retiring  from  the  Diplomatic  Service. 
Mr  Thomas  Young  to  be  High 
Commissioner  to  Zambia  from  next 
month,  in  succession  to  Mr  Patrick 
Nixon  who  is  moving  to  a  new 
Diplomatic  Service  appointment. 


Miss  Tracy  Austin,  former  tennis 
player,  37:  Mr  Lionel  Blair,  dancer 
and  broadcaster.  66;  Lord 
Berwick,  SO:  M^or-Genenil  Sr 
Rupert  Brazter-Cteagh.  88;  Mr 
WQJ  Carling,  rugby  player,  32: 
Miss  Denise  Coffey,  actress,  dirco 
tor  and  writer.  61;  Mr  Jasper 
Conran,  fashion  designer,  3&  Mr 
Kenneth  Cranham,  actor,  53:  the 
Hon  Mrs  Gwyneth  Dunwoody. 
MP.  67:  Mr  William  Ebbert, 
former  chairman  and  managing 
director.  Vauxhall  Motors.  55;  Mr 
David  Elsworth.  racehorse 
trainer.  58;  Mr  Emerson  Httipakti, 
rating  driver.  51;  Miss  Connie 
Franas,  singer.  59;  Mr  Rqy 
Grantham,  trade  unionist.  71;  Air 
Commodore  Dame  Felicity  HiU, 
former  director.  WRAP.  82;  Mr 
Cliff  Holden,  painter.  78;  Dr 
Philip  Ledger.  Principal.  Royal 
Scottish  Academy  of  Music  and 
Drama,  60;  Mr  Frank  Sinatra, 
singer  and  actor.  82;  the  Right  Rev 
Denis  Wakdtng.  former  Bishop  of 
Southwell.  79;  Miss  Dionne  War¬ 
wick.  singer,  57. 

The  Princess  Royal  and  Captain 
Timothy  Laurence  celebrate  the 
fifth  anniversary  of  their  marriage 
today. 


Royal  Aeronautical  Society 
Sir  Charles  Masefield.  Head  of 
Defence  Export  Services  Organis¬ 
ation.  Ministry  of  Defence,  deliv¬ 
ered  the  annual  Royal  Aeronaut¬ 
ical  Society's  Wilbur  and  Orville 
Wright  lecture  do  the  society  last 
night  at  4  Hamilton  Place. 

At  the  annual  dinner  held  after¬ 
wards  Mr  Ran  Woodard,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Boeing  Commercial 
Airplane  Group,  was  the  guest  of 
honour.  Mr  Stewart  M.  John, 
president  of  the  society,  was  the 
host 

Earlier,  the  society's  medals  and 
awards  far  1997  were  presented  to 
the  following: 

Honorary  Fellowships;  Mr  Nor¬ 
man  Augustine,  Group  Captain. 
John  Cunningham  and  Ms  Jean 
Pierson. 

Honorary  Companionship;  Mr 
Anthony  Goldman  and  Mr  Rich¬ 
ard  Lapthome. 

Society  Gold  Medal:  Mr  Robert 
Davis. 

British  Gold  Medal:  Mr  Jack 
Gordon. 

Society  Silver  Medal:  Ms  Susan 
Lyons. 


British  Silver  Medal:  Mr  Keith 
Fullagar. 

Society  Bronze  Medal:  Mr  John 
Lewis. 

British  Bronze  Medal:  Mr  Kevin 
Gerrity  and  Mr  John  Steed. 
Wakefield  Gold  Medal:  Mr  Keith; 
Perrin. 


Sir  John  Soane's  Museum 
A  dinner  to  marie  the  retirement  of 
the  Duke  of  Grafton.  KG,  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Trustees  1975-1997.  was 
held  on  Tuesday.  December  9.  at 
the  Museum.  Dame  Jennifer  Jen¬ 
kins  and  Sir  Philip  Ptwell  were  the 
principal  speakers.  The  guests 
were: 

The  Duchess  of  Grafton.  Lord 


Henry  John  Gower,  of  Monte 
Carlo.  left  estate  valued  at 
E9  J94.675  net 

John  Kdktt,  of  Northallerton, 
North  Yorkshire,  left  estate  valued 
at  £5X172296  net  . 

Stanley  Glitfaero,  of  Windermere. 
Cumbria,  left  estate  valued  at 
£1.181,014  net. 

Shamin  Jan  mo  banned.  of 
Clarford,  Hampshire,  left  estate 
.  valued  at  E4.999.994. 

Caroline  Maty  Mown,  of 
Wadhurst.  East  Sussex,  left  estate 
valued  at  E12&3JJ37  net 
Maty  Cerila  Hill-Wood,  of 
Hartley  Whitney,  Hampshire  left 
estate  valued  at  □,186,687  net 
David  Wilson  Bun.  of  Windsor. 
Berkshire,  left  estate  valued  at 
El.527.092  net. 

Jean  Margaret  SwinburneJolro- 
son.  of  Ampney  Cruds.  Glouces¬ 
tershire  left  estate  valued  at 
EL01 6.460  net. 


■  colleagues-  • 

Sir  RcgfafaU  Murky 
A  service  of  thanksgiving  far  the 
fife  of  Sir  Reginald  Muriey.  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,'  1977-1980,  was  held 
-  yesterday  at  St  Clement  Danes, 
Strand.  The  Ven  PJL  Turner, 
ehapfalnhfoQifcf.  RAF-officiated. 
assisted  by  the  Rev  David  Macken¬ 
zie.  Resident  Chaplain,  and  the 
Archdeacon  ctf  St  Albans.  •_ 

Sir  Geoffrey  Slaney.  Professor 
Bertram  Cohen  and  Sir  Rodney 
Stotetnan^  President  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  gave  read¬ 
ings.  Sir  Terence  English  gave  an. 
address.  Members  of  the  family, 
friends,  forater  colleagues  and 
members  of  the  council  were 
among  those  present.  ; 


Mr  G.EJ-  Leaf 
jmd  Mrs  S-A.  Rawfinsoo 
The  engagement  tsznmuK*** 
between  Guy.  son  of  Mr  and  mis 
Antony  Leaf,  of  Ampney  St  Peter. 
Gtotjcesieishire,  and  SaflyAniy 
daughter  of  Lieutenant-CotonH 
and  Mrs  Michael  Scott  of 
WUdhem,  Hampshire. 


Mr  A.M.B.  Locke 
sad  Miss  L.G  Waters 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Adam,  eider  son  of  Mr  ! 
and  Mis  Bryan  Locke,  of  - 
Crowborough,  East  Sussex,  and,- 
Lude.  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs-,' , 
Brian  Waters,  of  Eastbourne.  East.  .  ’p.” 
Sussex. 


Service 


SbKteti  iljDOOuattCtouBBnttthUecbl 
Guides  Association  and  to  the  Gbl  Guide 
Association  of  soutuwen  England. 


David  John  Batcher,  of  Westbury, 
Wiltshire,  left  estate  valued  at 
□,040.952  net 


Binney  Memorial 
Medal 


Anniversaries 


Second  World  War  Ear  Eastern 
'Campaigns 

The  Lord  Mayor,  accompanied  by 
Mr  Aklennan  and  Sheriff  Michad 
Oliver,  attended  a  service  held 
yesterday  at  St  Lawrence  Jewry- 
next-Gnfldhall  when  theBishopof 
Sodor  and  Man.  the  Right  Rev 
N6d  Jones,  Chaplam  erf  the  Fleet 
198449.  dedicated  a  plaque  of 
commemoration  for.  those  who 
fought  in  tile  Second  World  War 
Ffcr  .  Eastern  Campaigns.  Veterans 
of  the  Second  World  War.  Count¬ 
ess  MourUbanen  of  Burma  and 
Viscount  Slim  were  among  those 
present 


Mr  M-D.  Madonnon 
and  Miss  XJ.  Griffith 
The  engagement  is  announced, 
between  Mark  DameL  son  of  Mr  . 
and  Mrs  W.R.  Madtimun.  of 
Melbourne.  Australia,  and  '. 
Luanda  Jane,  daughter  of  Mr  ana 
Mrs  K.G  Griffith,  of  Melbourne;'  / 
.  Australia. 


Service  dinner 


The  Empire  Test  Pilots’  School 
The  Empire  Test  Pilots'  School 
held  its  Graduation  Dinner  last 
night  in  the  RAF  Officers’  Mess  at 
DERA.  Boscombe  Down.  Wing 
Commander  S.L  Hi  Witch,  RAF. 
Officer  Commanding,  presided. 
NASA  Shutrle  astronaut  Colonel 
John  Btaha.  USAF,  retd,  was  the 
Guest  of  Honour  and  14  students 
graduated.  The  McKenna  Trophy 


for  the  Best  Fixed  Wing  Pilot 
Student  was  awarded  to  Flight 
lieutenant  T.  Lynns,  RAF.  The 


Lieutenant  T.  Lyons,  RAF.  the 
Westland  Trophy  for  the  Best 
Rotary  Wing  Pitot  Student  was 
awarded  to  lieutenant  Com¬ 
mander  R.  Moffett,  RN.  The 
Dunlop  Trophy  for  the  Best  Flight 
Test  Engineer  Student  was 
awarded  jointly  to  both  Mr  N.  Lay. 
DERA.  and  Captain  T.  Troy. 
Canadian  Armed  Forces. 


The  Lord  Mayor,  accompanied  by 
the  Lady  Mayoress,  the  Sheriffs 
and  their  todies,  presented  the 
Binney  Memorial  Medal  far  brav¬ 
ery  in  support  of  Jaw  and  order  in 
the  Metropolis,  awarded  posthu¬ 
mously  to  Mr  Philip  Lawrence: 
His  widow.  Mis  Lawrence,  re¬ 
ceived  the  medaL 


Appointment 


Mr  Justice  (Anthony)  May  has 
been  appointed  a  Lord  Justice  of 
Appeal  in  place  of  Sir  Christopher 
Stoughton  who  resigned  on 
December  5. 


BIRTHS:  Samuel  Hood.  Viscount 
Hood,  Admiral.  Budeigh.  Somer¬ 
set,  1724:  Erasmus  Darwin,  phy¬ 
sician.  Elston.  Nottinghamshire, 
1731:  Anna  Seward  (the  Swan  of 
Udifidd),  poet  and  novelist,  Eyam 
Rectory.  Derbyshire,  1747;  Sir  W3- 
Kam  Beecbey.  painter,  Burford. 
Oxfordshire.  1753;  William  Lloyd 
Garrison,  militant  Abofitionist, 
Newburyport,  Massachusetts, 
1805;  Gustave  Flaubert,  novelist, 
Rouen.  182L  John  Richard  Green, 
historian.  Oxford.  1837;  Edvard 
Munch,  painter.  Loten,  Norway. 
1863k  Edward  G.  Robinson,  actor. 
Bucharest.  1893. 

DEATHS:  John  Craig.  Kiri;  lead¬ 
er.  Edinburgh.  1600;  Albrecht  von 


Haller,  botanist  and  poet.  Berne, 
1777:  Sir  Marc  Isambard  Brunei, 
Engineer.  London.  1849;  Jean  Louis 
Agassiz,  naturalist,  Cambridge. 
1873;  Robert  Browning,  poet.  Ven¬ 
ice,  1889;  Douglas  Fairbanks  Sr. 
film  actor,  Santa  Monica.  Califor¬ 
nia.  1939;  Peter  Fraser.  Prime 
Minister  of  New  Zealand  1940-49. 
Wellington,  1950;  Tallulah 
Bankhead,  actress.  New  York, 
1968. 


John  Anthony  Tomson  Treno- 
watb,  of  Kings  Lynn,  Norfolk,  left 
estate  valued  at  £1,403,447  net 


Reception 


Gwyneth  Maria  Brown,  of 
Uandaff.  Cardiff,  left  estate  valued 
at  El.474,873  net. 


She  left  £1.000  each  to  Presbyterian . 
Church  of  Wales,  Welsh  Baptist 
Union  of  Swansea.  Menial  Heal tfi 
Research  Fund,  Tea ovus  institute  for 
Cancer  Rewards,  and  Brttfsta  Heart 
poundattaa. 


Marconi  gave  the  first  public 
demonstration  of  radio  at  Toynbee 
HalL  London.  1896. 

Christopher  Cockerell  patented  his 
prototype  of  the  hovercraft.  1955. 
Kenya  became  a  republic.  1964. 


Charles  Trevor  Bryant,  of  Helsfion. 
Cornwall,  left  estate  valued  at 
£1,272532  net. 

John  Howell  Davies,  erf  Llan- 
tynydd,  Carmarthen,  left  estate 
valued  at  E559J85  net 
Margaret  Bennie  Calder,  of  Barty, 
Vale  of  Glamorgan,  left  estate 
valued  -at  E5I2315  net  . 


Friend*  of  the  Holy  Father 
Mr  Colin  Edwards,  Chairman  of 
tire  Friends,  of  the  Holy  Father, 
Lord  Craigmyle.  President  of  the 
Catholic  Union  of  Great  Britain, 
and  Sir  Hugh  Rossi,  Chairman  of 
the  Association  of  Papal  Orders  in 
Great  Britain,  were  ttfahosts  ala 
reception  '  held-  last  -  might  '  at. 
Vaojftan  House.  Westminster,  m 
honour  of  Mr  Mark  Peffew,  HM 
Ambassador  to  the  Holy  See. 


Mr  A.  McGrath 
and  Miss  CA.  Cockayne 
The  engagement  is  announced  . 
between  Alex,  only  son  of  the  Rev  ■ 
and  Mrs  J.  McGrath,  of 
Mandiester.  and  Claire,  third'  ■ 
daughter  of  Dr  and  Mis  E^-> 
Cockayne,  of  Wdolpit,  Suffirfk. 

the  Hon  TXB.  Maybcw  - 
and  Miss  R.ICS.  Hobbs 
The  engagement  is  announced-/ 
between. .  Captain  the  Hon  - 
-Tristram-  Mayhew,  The  Royal  . 
Dragoon  Guards,  third  son  of  ■ 
Lord  and  Lady  Mayhew  of. 
Twysden.  of  Kfindown.  Kent,  and 
Rtfoeoca.  ekiesr  dau^ner  erf  the  late 
Mr  Rkhard  Hobbs  and  erf  Mrs 
John  Morgan  and  stepdaughter  of 
Mr  John  Motgan.  of  Northchapef. 
West  Sussex. 


Middle  Temple 


Sir  David  CakutU  QC  has  been 
eiectEd  Treasurer  for  1998;  Mr  Justine 
Ian  KeniKdy  has  been  elected  Deputy 
Treasurer. 


MrJT-A.  Roberts 

and  Mxa  Sl  Gardner 

The  eng^ement  is  announced-' 

between  -John  Roberts,  of 

Ftori^dd,  Nocfinghamshire.  and.- 1 

Sandra  Gardner,  of  Ravenshead. 

Nottinghamshire. 

Mr  M.R.  Wood 
and  Miss  JA  Fdton 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Marcus  Richard,  son  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Cbfoi  R.  Wood,  of 
Cranlngh,  Surrey,  and  Justine  . 
Alexa,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr  and, - 
-Mrs  Stuart  Felton,  of  Chelsea-.-# 
London.  F 


-- 


.-j 

■  -v.  ¥ 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171 481  9313 


Timo  and  again  I  mm  (D  TBj 
Bcxranls  U>a  poptam  W>  ny, 
Turn  back  nuy  ana  of  yoa 
from  «ril  Doudud,  mend 
your  np,  and  om  to  fol¬ 
low  gads  end  attw  ikaL’ 
jaemUlt  35  :  15 


DEATHS 


TICKETS  FOR  SALE  SERVICES 


BIRTHS 


A1XEH  -  On  NoMBdMr  29tb  M 
Si  Mary's  Hospital, 
ramtfngwm,  to  JsnU  (nf* 
Benpn)  and  Maurice,  a 
iLiqilvtfu.  Gfloida  KsUdcen 
|m.H 


wn*  -  Hon.  Vaxgazat  Nazis 
Texasa  Lyon  Dalb«wg  on  9tb 
Docombor  peace  fully  at 
tome,  tawnl  at  10  an  on 
Saturday  30th  Dscamber  M 
Our  Lady  of  foe  Rosary,  211 
Old  Mary  la  bone  Road, 
London,  tozfal  at  1116  am 
AC  Souls  Cemetezy,  turn! 
Gnm,  FazoCy  flowen  only: 
donations  in  Hen  to  RSPCA. 
rugntfoia  to  A.  Ftanoe  A  8om 
tel:  (0171)  405-4901. 


BAQ5HAWE  -  On  2nd 
December  1997,  to  Prottno 
(ade  Wlltsldra)  and lames,  a 
daughter,  Olivia  Grace,  a 
sister  for  Georgina. 


CARTW1U  QHT-TA  VLO  R  - 

Faaoafolly  on  9fo  Daosmbso 
1997  in  bar  90th  year  Batty 
Wynafrad  of  Wclton.  East 
Wnfcahtza.  much  loved  anal; 
great -a  ant  and  friend. 
FuBSOd  Service  to  be  held  on 
Thursday  18th  December 
1997  at  1  o'clock  at  St 
Belaa’a  Chnxch,  Walton, 
followed  by  a  private' 
cremation.  Fatally  flowers 
only  please.  AO  eimwliles  to 
1  Conan  ft  Sons  Funeral 
Directors,  (01482)  83174a 


HARTLEY  -  Gavin  on  9th 
December  1997  aged  74 
yearn  Paagy  loved  hatband 
of  Anne.  Devoted  Esther  of 
Andrew  and  Elisabeth. 
Grandfather  of  Kathryn, 


lost  Us 
battle  on  Sunday  7th 
December  1997.  Funeral  St 
Edbnrgs  Church,  Bicester, 
Ox  on.  Wednesday  17th 
December  at  2  pm.  Family 
flowers  only  please. 
DaoaUozu  to  Sir  Michael 
So  be  11  House  (Hospice). 
Enquiries  to  B.J.  Tyrrell 
Funeral  Service,  (01849) 


BBIQes-Oa  December  8th  ox 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
SUna  (afae  fotnodia)  and 
Bichard,  a  son,  Alexander 
Dead. 


BABIIV  -  Gladys  KaWna  on 
December  9Ui  psacelully  In 
hospfcmi  after  a  abort  mneas. 
Funeral  Wednesday  17th 
December  at  130  pm  at  foe 
Parish  Church  of  St 

ilmffo^Ba^  PUglBflJft  Twwm 

Ealing.  W5  followed  by 
osmatton  et  GoMets  Green. 
Family  flowers  only. 


mmON-On  W  nee  mil  at  30th. 
to  raoitat  (a4a  Tram)  and 
St  even,  a  sea,  Robert  Steven 
Trail],  a  brother  tor  John. 

CLARK  -  On  RoteUber  30th,  to 
Cbue  (Ode  Bevfogton)  and 
Pater,  a  daughter,  Sukey 
Jolla 

-DALEY  -  On  Monday  8th 
December  1997  at  St 
Thomas'  Hospital,  to 
Flfwihoth  (nde  Hobson)  and 


BATHAM  .  Boy  George 
peacefully  Jtn  his  steep  3rd 
December  1997  after  lUneas. 
Previously  of  5,  Mayflower 
Bond.  Stoekwell,  London. 


Omuiorfma  Monday  15th 
December  at  lO  am. 
Eugulrles  Ashton  Funeral 
Dhectors,  C0171)  737-4497. 


December,  peacefully,  at 
Siiniliiyiuu  House  Wiiising 
Homs.  Tnndliead.  Batlwrfne 
Maud  (Peter)  Coates, 
beloved  end  devoted,  wife  of 
the  late  Richard  (Dick) 
Coates  and  dear  mother  of 
John.  Funeral  Service, 
foPoeed  by  interment,  ex  St 
Mezuarets  Church, 

Fernhuret,  on  noisdiy, 
Ifflh  December  at  1130  am. 
Flowers  and  expUn  to  LF» 
Lintott  ft  Sou  Funeral 
Directors,  North  Street. 
Mldhurst,  West  Susees, 
C029  9DG.  Tel:  (01730) 
813264. 


SCOTT  -  On  9th  December 
1997  at  Fool#  General 
Hospital,  John  Burleigh 
Scott  KB.  aged  91  years. 
Hotfind  Of  016  1686  7 
and  Esther  of  VMarie  and 
Marion  Funeral  Service  at  St 


boM  a  sister  for 


HUE- WILLIAMS  -  On  9th 
December,  to  AH  (ude  Joy) 
and  Michael,  a  daughter. 


DALY  -  Patricia  Elisabeth 
Flora.  Died  peacefully,  at 
home  aged  90  after  a  long 
lHnees.  Very  much  loved 
mother  of  Bttmbeth,  Fetes, 


HEWITT  -  EUsabeto.  Katherine 
peacefully  et  her  home  In 
ifonrich  on  December  9th 
1997  aged  84  years,  widow 
of  dam,  dearest  mother  of 
Soe,  Bet  and  Jtn.  Pummel 
Service  at  Norwich 
Cathedral  <3*  Lukas  Chapel) 
on  Saturday  December  13ih 
et  11  am,  followed  by 
cremation.  Ho  ftowers  by  ber 
own  segmest  but  dona  lie— 
made  payable  to  Parkinsons 
Disease  Society  c/o  G.W. 
Gooch  ft  Sons  Funeral 
DtiecawsL  nmbetiey  Street; 
Norwich.  NB2  2B)L 


followed  by 


but;  If  so  dashed,  donartmw 
for  Cancer  Kesearcb 
Czmpalga  may  be  sent  » 
Derie-Soott;  Foxtmmi  Imtat 
Funeral  Home,  756 
Christchurch  _  Road, 
Bournemouth,  BH7  CAN, 
(01202)  309409. 


of  Konltirick,  formerly 
Whittington,  Worcest 
Peacefully  ou  Mond 


TYLQt  -  John  Calvin  on  9d 
December.  Much  lovei 
husband  of  Heather;  fofoa 
of  Louise  and  Justin  aw 

1  of  Mrf 

Ttaoahy.  Funeral  at  S' 
MarYh  Ctotct, Wsat  HOcste; 
on  18th  Decambor  ei 
230pmJfomHy  Oowecs  omli 
Domathma  If  wished  to  foi 
Great  Oimutl  St  noeptta 
for  Children  c/o  James  1 
Thomas  Ltd,  45  Bast  Ians 
West  Boaster;  (hater  KJ34 
6HQ,  tet  01483  284948. 

VAM  ZWTAMtNBBie  -  Jacl 
Mausfoa  aged  88,  belovef 
friend  and  companion  oi 
Booeumry  bis  wfes  foe  tff 
years  and  father  of  Amu 
(dscsassift,  Hagan  Janet  ant 
Nicholes,  grandfather  ol 
thoir  children.  PuneraJ 
private. 

NNMIN  -  Junsfoan  Guy  a 
home  on  December  loth 
aged  25,  after  an  JlXnesi 
basely  boat.  Adored  son  at 
Sally  and  the  late  rL— ^ 
Warburg  and  brother  ol 
Pmp  null  Annabel  ai—-i 
West  Chapel,  Hoop  Lana 
Ctomorima.  2  pa.  Monday 
December  15th.  No  fhnren 

pAnsi.  ff]  imiflai  If  dntavd 

to  the  Imperial  Cancer 


GIFTS 


XMAS  GREETINGS 


Pi.RSC 


■  Q13A2  448207. 


-fom-mih,  ^Girrs 

ImKtwSw  directory 


CHARUEWALLER 

MEMORIAL, 

TRUST. 

Tie  Trntt  u  mu  d  igterri 
ck onxj  ( 1065936).  lu  mm 


aoxra  uxjuxrtx.  tass. — 


I  to  01444  70Q6S2. _ 


or,  itr  hfmpumu,  Jmf  rtr 
mo  muilnWa,  uUt  At 


IROira  -  Ou  7th  December 
1997,  to  Sinai  and  Amy,  a 
beautiful  daughter,  Elodle 
Louise,  weighing  Sllw  8or. 


JOY  -  See  Hm-tnuius. 


Hospital,  Salisbury  on 
Dnanwher  10th,  Edward  fair 
aged  82,  much  loved 
hu  abend  of  Elspath,  father 
of  MDoe,  Ttoy  and  Peter  and 
grandfather  of  six. 
Cremation  private. 

Thanhagtnag  Service  at  St 
Tohn'a,  Pewaey,  WUxshtm  u 
nday  19th  December  at  12 
nwm.  Ho  flawani  ptewe. 


Deer  mother-in-law  and 


cremation  at  her  own 
request.  Donations,  If 
desired  to  Hartley  Care 
Homes  c/o  J.  Ktrll  Butter 
Ltd,  5  Bridge  Street, 
Swrorport-om-Sevam.  WdKS, 
ISIS  8XDL 


1LDVD  WILL  IASS  W  -  PhylUr 
Joan  Main  teez,  mother  of 
Peter  and  John,  very 
paaesfony  In  hex  sleep  cm 
December  9th  1997.  Funeral 
at  St  Nicholas  Church, 
Bafoamptoa  ou  December 
17th  at  1220  pm,  foBowed 
by  tntermeutErCof  AnawyL 


Peacefully  ou  Monday 
December  8th  at  St  Cknd 
Nursing  Home.  Callow  End. 
aged  9S.  Beloved  hushandof 
the  late  Helen  and  much 


WOHMUL-On  December  10th 
1997  peacefully  Bnymond 
Bdwuxd  WtodriL  sroch  loved 
husband  of  Jane,  dearly 
loved  father  of  Jolla  and 
ivkk.  jjwjuiuu  mjp  Buw*ra 
Carter  F/D  tel:  (01235) 


TICKETS 

Rve  Nations  Rugby 
FI  Grand Prixs 
'Wimbledon  Debs 
Wodd  Cup  France  *98 

OOCAGoT  PHANTOM. 
LORD  CK*  THE  DANCE 
RTVERDANCE 
OASIS, 

All  pop  aud  West  Bad 
theatre 

01713234480 
Span  ticket  speettbt 
Ores  INvihwl  Easmlianma 


uffavi.  dmr  fiimb,- 
tmttgywsmi  tautty.A  Mt 
a— B  ynvee  udmfor 
ukkhm-mdmpportmdhou 
mfiport  am  b  pravvUd  d 
aoadabUfnm  Mia  Itshen. 


Colombia  Hum,  6S  AUmyck, 
London  WC2B  4KH 
tOI71  242  0422)  * 


be  held  at  AH! 


FOR  SALE 


EJUnSKV  -  Oh  December  «b  a* 
St  Mary's  Hospital. 
Paddington,  to  Katrina  (aft 
Brasher)  and  Edward,  a 

ihgtm  JnZlste 


TALBOT  -  Ou  8th  Deoeaabtr 
1997,  to  Henrietta  (nde 
Scott)  and  JSgtL  ■  daughter; 
Claudia  Xanfoe,  a  stetar  for 


■HOOKE  -  Uchard  on  9th . 
Decemher.paieafuDy afters ! 
long  illness  cheerfully  j 
borne,  In  Moure  chouse, 
Ponca.  Funeral  Service  at 
Athaaee  De  Cannes  on 
Monday.  15th  December  at , 
230pm  followed  by  private 
czemathn.  Family  Oowera 
only.  Service  of 1 
TheuLsglvJug  hi  ffhglend  to 

bensaaged. 


CVAM8-L0MBC  -  Caroline 
Blcheude  Evans-Lombe. 
loved  slater  of  Edward, 
peacefully  after  a  long 
Qfoaaa  on  December  10th 
1997.  The  funeral  service 
wm  be  hrid  at  the  Church  of 
St  Mart  with  All  Saints, 
Little  Melton.  Norfolk  on 
Toovday,  December  14th  at 
3  pm.  Finally  Oovnas  only. 
Donations  if  dashed  to  St 
Wary'S  FCC.  little  Mrinm. 


-  Frederick  Boyal 
l  7th  Dacoubar  1977 


lowed  by  private 

fongy  ftowura 


I  MEMORIAL  SERVICES  1 AJ 


^sSs90esrML\ 


HER  l 


KXn  I  Si 

m. 


S.\ 


<i  Vi 

m  vi  u 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


WLl 


CHILDREN  ON  DIALYSIS 


pracafaDy  at  home  aged  78, 
dearly  loved  father  and 


Garnery  ft  Son, 


a  Soriaty  cfo  EJ. 
ft  Son,  Funeral 


grandfather.  MD  bn  sadly 
mimed  by  alL  11m  funeral 
service  will  be  bald  at 
2210pm  ou  Monday  15th 
December  at  St  Mack's 


Church,  Talbot  Village. 
tOltfWOOth  IM  QWtUB 


dM  «t  bOBM  OB  TMMfcffttEh 

December  1997  In  the 
company  of  ber  beloved 


mte  Meaaa  carfare.  Box  at  SSL 
030.  Tat  0X483  776453- 

lURNST  cn  L99J  LA  LA,  Odg- 


UK  HOLIDAYS 


■  foe  «n  489  **22. 


Deed  our  love  and  practical  support, 
“*3°®  today  bat  everyday. 

Sadly,  ■Doney  cannot  buy  bcaltby  tidoeys  bat  it  ‘ 
can  make  fife  worth  having 


N 

i:-:5S  ^ 

v  ’•I 

v-V  (wj 

vis] 


on 

#11 


TfaUPfJETOM  -  On  Pacember 
.  8th  1997  in  Canihririqa,  to 
Anne  (nde  Althera)  and 
Fcter,  a  son,  John  Pete* 
Whitfoid. 


BUCKIMHAM  -  Hoy  (n4e  | 
Hockey)  on  Friday  Sth 

Iftaadowhouae  Hospice  of 


WMJms  -  On  December  8fo 
at  The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Victoria  (nfa  AMridgo)  and 
Wit»  j  niiijjfcwr,  OUria. 


15th.  Sadly 


wnJOE-On  lsx  Decamher,  to 
lan  and  Lseffla  (pda  Btrlnvy) 
a  «hl  Ewan  McGnoan. 


Oagmlsatloo  pleas*. 


MARRIAGES 


■Unfit  -  Whfowoxth.  Bridge 
End,  Hortbumberland. 

TeacefoUy  la  booplial  on 

llth  Docombor  aged  80 

“  ben - 

of 


NMSB-BoaUn  an  Derambra 
Bth  peacefully  and  wttb  bar 
haft  at  Beaumond  House, 
Swat  Wife  of  the  lam  De. 
Era  Fraser  and  mother  id 
Helen,  Alistair,  CoOn,  ba 
and  Mhalrl,  she  trill  be 
deeply  rained.  Serrlcas  to  be 
heat  et  St  Swtahua'n  Church. 
Long  Bennington, 

Lincolnshire  on  12U> 
December  at  ULSpm  and  at 
Morton  BaU  CMmaiorium, 
Bdinbnxgh  ou  17th 
Onriar  at  1US  am.  In 
Ueu  of  fkrwers  please  aaad 
ienrirai  to  ITewazh  and 
District  Hospice  fid  cfo  E. 
Cm  ft  Sons,  Funeral 
Direcuts,  55  Albert  Street, 
Newark,  Notts.  NG34  4BQ, 
cafe  (01434)  477441. 


at  Bournemouth 

Crematorium  et  3-15  pm. 
Family  flowers  only  ptees*. 
If  desired  donations  to 
British  Heart  foundation 
(Charity  No.  22S971)  c/o  W. 
Smith  ft  Sens, 439  Wfofoorae 
Road.  Bournemouth  BH9 
2AB. 


CHRISTMAS  PARTY 


The  British  Kidney  Patient 


Shirley.  Her  family-  and  IN  MEMORIAM  — 

_ _ 

rad  kwe  her  always.  Frisata  rararamraamere 

Qrafly  foueral  onjlburaday  43,  coo  Lu  .  in  grateful 
18th  JkomDA  nsvm  w  memory  of  those  who  feO  at 
duerattone  ^to^the  lfetineial  r.iMinj  oe  I2fo  Docrabvr 


when,  biftx-daa 
Can  Free  0600 1 


Bonfod,  Haou,  GU35  9)2. 

trri  nariweiiBaa 


ULTA 


IC 


Sanders  and  Sou*.  12-14  I  iu»u 


1942  -  Dfadc  and  Dorothy  [  ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Stefe,’  amuSi  ImdMra 
grandfather^  uncle  and 


lURVUi-  -  On  December  lOfo 
peacefully  after  a  abort 
illness  Com  grander  Alan 
Tnxvm  IN  (retd),  adored 


TICKETS  FOR  SALE 


MOdlUtt  -  fuban  Francis  Loch 
died  on  Wednesday  10th 
December  1997  peacefully 
after  a  long  and  repeated 
fight  ardent  cancer.  Beamed 


EIll  tickets! 


HAUTE  -  Frances  on  December 


Church  on  Tuesday  14th 
Dacauibai  at  11  am  m  be 
fottowed  by  tntei'mwnt 


of  Dbmms  and  loving  fafoex 
of  Klcbola*.  Funeral  at 
Woking  Crematorium  at 
120pm  ou  Wednesday  17fo 
December  1997.  No  tiowera 
by  his  request,  iVravtionr  tt 
desired  to  the  Woking 
Hoepice  cAj  Walter  G  Worn, 
Funeral  Directors,  204 
Station  load.  Addlestone. 
Surrey  ETX5  2FH. 


... 


btSSL  -  Royal  AsaS  * 
"  I  Wimbledon  Tennis  I 

"QtehlhBmM  prvr»l 


JOaalB,lhavwve,p  Gafins1 
Phantom,  Chicago  etc.1 
1  Any ’Sold  Ourivent  * 


r»ii  L.  . . .  j  . . ....... 


COURT  &  SOCIAL 


“A  CHRISTMAS  MESSAGE" 


Start  the  Festive  Season  in  The  Times 
on  22  nd  December  1997  by  «wting  BnlU»agiv»^ 
clieota,  firends,  family  and  loved  ones  that 


?1pun'S 


the  New  Yea. 


Ms  J-  Nreura.  CemTi 

SttEsaesr 

Teh  0171 78i  7347.  Fax  8171 782-7725 


304 


^"•Nfeitbasapah, 


fee  VAT. 


%THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  12 1997 

Obituaries.  ^  - 


.  ’■>.  lord  Ktssin.  financier,  died  on  ■■ 

.  Deccmber2  aged  85.  He.was  born  V* 
-  onAngaaS,JWZ  . 

Harry  -Kkssin  was  a  rough 
and  energetic  businessman 
who,  (hough  new  .fatty 
accepted  by  foe  City  estab- 
"  -1  "  Wshment,  was  for.  many  years  a  •. 
<’}  ^prominent  player  in  foe  British  fihan- : 
dal  world.  From  modest  professional'  ■ 
beginnings  as  ^cxirrmiodhiw  trader' in 
.  .  **  the  1930s,  he  managed  fo  acquire 

control  of  one  .of  the-  City’s  most . 
'**  patridan  -banldng  houses,  Guinness 
Maluin,  which  fotnmh 
core  of  an  innovative  and  ambitious 
international  oongtomende,  Guinness 
Peat 

A  taO,  slender  figure.. autocratic  in 
'»*,  Ti  ^T» .  j  the  boardroom  and  reluctant  to  dde- : 
5-4  a  2  Iff!  1  gate  dayto-day  control,  he  was  also  a 
*  u  man  or  considerable  chum  and  cuT 

\\  r.i  ture,  and  'a  generous  philanthropist 

'  wi»  supported  the  arts  in  Britain  and  a 

v‘  great  many  causes  in  Israel.  He  was 
• .....  created  a  life  peeron  the  nomination  of 

'  -  .  Harold  Wilson  in  1974. 

..  Harry  Kissha  was  born  info  a 

■  ..  '  Russian  Jewish  *fam0y  and  brought  up 

.....  in  Danzig  {now  Gdansk)  fold  in’ 

*i  Switzerland,  where  he  studied  law.  He  : 
practised  as  a  lawyer  in  Basie  until 
•  —  *  ’  AjiJ®*  '^ien  h®  nxwed  to  London  and  • 

'  ^  :  “Imjegan  his  business  career. 

’.  ’  v  f  After  the  war  He  started  his  own 

“-v-^  small-  commodity  trading  company, 
■-vs;  but  the  real  foundations  of  His  empire 
were  laid  in  the  mid-1950s  when  he  -. 
.’  •'  •t>.  bcnlt  up  a  stake  in  a  lomg^stablished 

■  :•:?  •  bin  _by  then,  rather  moribund  rival,  . 

.  Lewis  arid  Peat  Haying  acquired  mare 
-  ,,  than  half  its  voting  sham,  he  bkanfe 

•  -  -v  -«  chairman  of  the  larger  group  in  J961, 

andwasabletbsetaboutexpandmgits 
operations,  which  . until  tiien  had  been  ■ 
concentrated  mainly in  rubber  trading. ' 
Within a  decade,  Lewis  and  Peat  was 
•  *  *A.  i  jCu  only  dealing  in  a  wide  range  of  ; 

commodities,  but  was  also  active  in  . 
•  ......  fields  as  diverse  as  food  production  add 

.  distribution,  chemicals  and/phanna- 

.  . B  ceuticals,  and  insurance.  ... 

.  ■ .-  ,  J  *  Much  of  that  dwersificatian  came 
about  tiirough  acquisitions,  at  which' 

>  Kissin  was  highly  adept  His  most  - 
impressive  coup  came  at  fire  end  of  - 
1972,  when  Lewis  and  Beat  merged 
"  “’JfiJf  with  the  merchant,  bank  Guinness 

‘ J  Ul  * w  Mahon,  a  member  of  the  venerahle 


'  nur«e 


a  ami  tuuu> 

a  pillar  of  the  British  financial  estab¬ 
lishment.  ■-  .  .-  ' : 

The  merger,  and  the  unique  combi-- 
nation  of  interests  and  activities  which 
it  brought  about,  was  perhaps  not  as 
surprising  as  it  might  Have  seemed. 
Although  Ae^nro  groupsl^des  were 
vastly  different  fbeir  operations  were 
in  ■  many  ways,  coa^bnentar^  'in 
principle  at  least  -Under  RtssmY 
chairmanship,  Lewis  and  Bears  inter¬ 
ests  in  the  financial-  sector  had  already 
seen  strong  growth,  reflecting  *  busi¬ 
ness  philosophy  that  was  not  unlike 
that  of  a  merchant  bank  of  the  18th 
century,  concerned  in  the.  broadest 
^fnns  with  financing  the  movement  of 

After  the  merger,  the  roerdrant'bank 
and  the;crennmdtties  trading  group 
retained,  their  separate  identities 


subsidiaries  of  a  riefw  holding'  com- 
.  :  party; GixinrieSS ^Beatjinlwhfch  Kissin 
.  ..though  it®?!  diadnnian!  with  James 
Gumness,;  was  very  Jmucft  the  domi¬ 
nant  figure  •■ .  • 

One  rf  rdatively  fejy  leading  British! 

•  busmeKmentocharnfHoiitheideaQfa 
•  ■nnredecxtoOTayi’IQssInhadkHigbe^ 
friehfflyiwith..HarolcP;  Wilson.  Thor 
JspQf&ftey  tyjqyffit  hffyi  ;a  peerage  in- 
K)  jywwSf. proud  tfiat  his  ; 

-  ebnratom  came-  before  the  -  Labour  - 
Prime  Minister's  notorious  Resigns-  : 
>  tion  Honours  list  of  19J76— and  it  was 
•-  wdety  thought  to  hayt*  helped  ham  to 
segmstheremoyaJ  frcapGumriess  Peat. 

;  of  foe /j^tieraa&bank^  . 

.  VfllierS. ;  foe  former  ■ .  chairman .-  of 
Cxomesi  Mahod  who  had -stayed  oiir- 
\  as  .  chief  executive  cuf  the  metsed 
'  compapybut whom  I9f?6  was  appqint- 
. ;  ed.fo flrecfaairmanshqt  of  ftte  national- 
ised  British  SteeL  „  ......  , 


Kissin'S  deterinmatian  to  apply  his 
instinctive  hands-on  approach  even  to ' 
a  vast  and  highly  diversified  conglom¬ 
erate  with  some  70  or  80  subsidiaries, 
brought  ;  Min  inevitably;  into  conflict 
with  other  directors  fold  executives. 
The  departure  of  Villiers  was  one  of 
mfoiy  such  changes  at  Guinness  Peat 
;  Talented  and  distinguished  figures 
came  and  went  in  fairly  short  arden 
The  .seqiorj'ajti!  servant;  Sir  Derek , ' 
NGtchdi,  who"  as  Smfod  Penhanent 
Secretaiy  to  the  Treasuiy  had  been  ^ 
involved  in  negotiating  ihe  1976  IMF 
loanto  Britain,lasted  lutle  more  than  a 
year  as  a  director.  Edmund  Ddl,  tiie  - 
Labour  politician  who.  resigned  as  ’ 
Secretaiy  cif  State  for  Trade  to  become 
chaimfon  and  chief  executive  at 
GuinnKS  Peat  in  J979.  was  ousted  . 
three  years  later  after  a  bitter  and 
highly  public  power  struggle  with 
Kissfan,  who  had  become  “life  presi- 


DALE  OWEN 


denT  of  the  company  and  retained 
considerable  influence  as  a!  .major 
shareholder  and  what  one  journalist 
aptly  described  as  "the  ghost  in  the 
boardroom”. 

-  Despite  such  upheavals,  fold  one  or 
two  difficult  trading  years,  Guinness 
Peat  prospered  in  the  late  1970s, 
expanding  its  operations  and  boosting 

'  its  liquidity  through  a  numberof  useful 
:  Acquisitions  {some  of  them  fiercely 
•J  contested).  Pre-tax  profits  topped 
/  QOimlli0n  fo!r  the  first  time  in  1976-77. 

But  the  merger  of  an  araressive 
-trading  operation  and  a  ffigni&d 
hacking  house  brought  problems  as 
!•  well  as  benefits.  Kissin's  single-minded 

':ajpprbfoh  had  undoubtedly.,  helped  to 
;  Md  .  the  group  together,  and  the 
1  transition  to  a  less  autocratic  regime 
,  was  nor  always  easy.  By  foe  early  1980s 
tbings^were  not  A  disas- 

imports  to  the  United  States  was  one  of 
several  unhappy  ventures  blamed  for 

-  mounting  debts  and  for  losses  which 
exceeded  E31  million  in  1981-82.  In 
January  1982,  with  the  share  price 
tumbling  and  the  Bank  of  Fnglanrf  i 
taking  a  dose  interest  in  the  group’s  I 
affairs,  a  pew  chief  executive,  Alastair 
Morton,  took  over  from  Dell,  who  had 
been  unable  to  agree  a  - recovery 
strategy  with  Kissin. 

Morton,  a  former  managing  director 
of  the  British  National  Ofi  Corporation 
who  would  later  take  charge  at  Euro¬ 
tunnel.  assumed  the  additional  role  of 
chairman  when  Dell  left  Guinness 
Beat  altogether  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
He  embarked  on  a  programme  of 
disposal  and  consolidation  far  more 
ruthless  than  anything  contemplated 
by  Ms  predecessor,  who  had  been 
.  accused  by  Kissin  of  selling  assets  too 
cheaply. 

.  Amid  fears  that  the  volatility  of  the 
trading  operation  might  undermine 
confidence  in  the  stability  of  the 
merchant  bank,  the  commodities  divi¬ 
sion  was  sold  in  autumn  1962  to  a 
management  consortium  beaded  by 
Kissin.  who  re-established  it  as  an 
independent  business  under  the  name 
Lewis  fold  Beat  Holdings.  Guinness 
Peat  retained  an  interest  in  the  new 
company,  and  Kissin  in  turn  retained 
his  significant  stake  in  Guinness  Peat 
He  continued,  sometimes  to  Morton'S 
irritation,  to  involve  himself  in  the 
'  running  of  the  group  he  had  created, 
and  in  .1987  did  not  oppose  a  hostile 
..(and  ultimately  successful)  .bid  for 
Guinness  Beat  from  Equiticorp  of  New 
Zealand. 

Away  from  the  boardroom,  Kissin 
was  a  man  of  wide  cultural  interests, 
which  ftamd  expression  in  his-  II -year 
membership  of  the  board  of  the  Royal 
Opera;  House,,  and  His  service, .  from 
;■ ^W4'fo  1980,  as  tifo  first  chfonnanrfthe 
.  Royal  Opera  House  Trust  A  keen 
amateur  painter,  he  was  from  1968  to 
1975.  chairman  of  .the  council  of  that 
>rontroversial  avant-garde  stronghold 
in  The  Mali,  the  Institute  of  Contempo-. 
rfoyArL  He  gave  generous  support  to 
a  number  of  cultural  and  educational 
concerns  in  IsraeL 

Harry  Kissin  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Ruth,  whom  he  married  in  1935,  and  by 
a  son  and  a  daughter. 


Hie  Great  Hall  and  Students  Union  at^Ahery^  1971,  one  of  the  buildings 

eranpfifymg  die  modernist  architectural  principles  championed  by  Dale  Owen 


Dale  Owen,  architect  and 
town  planner,  died  on 

November  12  aged  73.  He 
was  born  on  Angnst  2, 
1924. 

DALE  OWEN  was  one  of 
Wales's  most  prolific  and  dis- 

lifhistong  career  on  a  notable 
range  of  university  buildings, 
schools,  steelworks,  commer¬ 
cial  developments,  hospitals 
and  housing  schemes  across 
the  principality  and  beyond. 
He  was  also  active  in  public 
life,  giving  dedicated  service  to 
many  different  bodies,  but 
especially  to  the  Qvic  Trust  for 
Wales,  of  which  he  had  been  a 
member  since  1966  and  chair¬ 
man  for  the  past  three  years. 

Dale  Owen  was  bom  in 
Merthyr  Tydfil  and  educated 
at  Whitchurch  Grammar 
School  in  Cardiff.  After  quali¬ 
fying  as  an  architect  at  the 
Welsh  School  of  Architecture 
and  as  a  town  planner  at  the 
School  of  Planning  and  Re¬ 
search  in  London,  he  worked 
for  the  Cwmbran  Develop¬ 
ment  Corporation  on  the 
Cwmbran  New  Town  master 
plan  and  neighbourhood 
development 

He  men  wan  berth  a  Smith- 
Mundt  and  a  Fulbright  schol¬ 
arship  in  urban  design  to 
study  at  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology  and  at 
Harvard.  He  spent  three  years 
in  tile  United  States,  where  he 
worked  for  a  time  with  Walter 
Gropius. 

Chi  returning  to  the  UK  he 
worked  for  Minoprio  Spencdy 
and.  McFarlarie  and  then  Sir 
William  (now  Lord)  Holford. 
His  planning  and  architectur¬ 
al  work  during  this  period 
included  involvement  in  the 
expansion  plan  for  Crawley- 
New  Town  and  foe  comple¬ 
tion  of  landscape  and  plan¬ 
ning  for  Canberra  in 
Australia. 

In  foe  course  of  Ms  career 
Owen  was  responsible  for  the 
design  of  numerous  award^ 


winning  buildings.  Four  times 
he  received  foe  Gold  Medal 
for  Architecture  at  foe  Royal 
National  Eisteddfod,  as  well 
as  similar  awards  from  foe 
Civic  Trust  and  the  RIBA 
among  others. 

He  became  foe  senior  part¬ 
ner  in  Wales  for  the  Ferry 
Thomas  Partnership,  and  was 
the  designer  for  largescale 
projects  in  the  university  col¬ 
leges  of  Cardiff  Swansea, 
Aberystwyth  and  Lampeter, 
as  well  as  a  great  many  other 
public  buddings  and  commer¬ 
cial  developments  in  Wales. 
He  also  worked  on  proposals 
for  a  new  nuclear  power 
station  at  Hinkley  Point  in 
Somerset 

His  strong  modernist  ideals 
and  design  philosophy  are 
exemplified  in  projects  such  as 
foe  BBC  Wales  headquarters 
in  Cardiff;  the  new  university 
buildings  in  Cathays  Park;  the 
Welsh  Folk  Museum,  at .  St 
Fagans;  the  development  plan 
for  the  university  campus  at 
Aberystwyth,  especially  its 
Great  Hall  and  Bell  Tower. 
He  had  continued  to  advise  on 
development  at  Aberystwyth 
in  an  honorary  capacity  since 
his  retirement  from  the  Percy 
Thomas  Partnership. 

He  was  always  delighted  to 
be  able  to  encourage  and 
support  the  talents  of  those 


around  him.  and  particularly 
those  of  younger  architects. 
He  was  bitterly  disappointed 
that  the  radical  design  for  an 
Opera  House  for  Cardiff  Bay 
by  Zaha  Ha  did  was  not 
allowed  to  become  a  reality. 

In  public  life.  Dale  Owen 
served  in  1982-83  as  High 
Sheriff  for  Souih  Glamorgan 
and  was  later  appointed  a 
Deputy  Lieutenant  He  was  a 
great  supporter  of  the  work  of 
the  Royal  British  Legion  —  he 
himself  had  served  in  India 
during  the  Second  World  War 
as  an  officer  in  the  Royal 
Artillery  —  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Welsh  Nat¬ 
ional  Festival  of  Remem¬ 
brance  Committee. 

Owen  was  foe  founder 
chairman  of  the  Building  Pres¬ 
ervation  Trust  for  Wales  and 
chairman  of  the  Cardiff  Build¬ 
ing  Preservation  Trust  Other 
heritage  and  preservation 
bodies  with  which  he  was 
dosdy  associated  included  the 
Architectural  Heritage  Fund. 
CSvic  Trust  UK,  the  Victorian 
Society  and  foe  Twentieth 
Century  Society.  He  was  also 
a  longstanding  committee 
member  of  the  Contemporary 
Arts  Society  for  Wales. 

Invol ved  over  many  years  in 
the  work  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  Association  (Welsh 
Centre)  Trust,  he  became  one 
of  its  trustees  and  volunteered 
Ms  services  as  honorary  archi¬ 
tect  to  its  building,  the  Temple 
of  Peace  in  Cathays  Park. 
Cardiff,  a  fine  piece  of  design 
of  the  1930s  by  Sir  Percy 
Thomas.  He  was  a  former 
president  of  foe  Royal  Society 
of  Architects  in  Wales  and  a 
former  RIBA  councillor. 

He  was  married  in  1964  to 
Maureen  Kelly,  a  fellow  archi¬ 
tect  and  since  1990  his  partner 
in  the  practice  he  set  up  orv 
retirement  from  the  Percy 
Thomas  Partnership.  He  is 
survived  by  her  and  by  two 
sons,  both  studying  architec¬ 
ture,  a  third  son  having  died 
aged  five  in  1984. 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


ROBERT  LEWIS 


FLIGHTS  . 
DIRECTORY 


OftRlSIMAS  SHOPPING 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


n  the  high  axnx  ov  I  the  ihsolvehct  act  x9M 


Jfc'MHa  0*1997"  ;  ‘  cm  iwnMnap  _ 

CHiman  tk+udow  •  mnci  s  uuu  cavnr 

MflUCX  P— «  to  Socdoa  9B  Of  Um 
MUMIM1  liootme*  Act  1V86,  Off  ■ 

B*  the  unn  0V  mttao  Ao  p»<aia«»  of  Um 
lUtfUUHTIW.  MCWIBIB  HC  alMM  mu)  tOknuy  win  bo 


cH&rEsrrmcsmmjm 
SIM*  atirSf  OHM  MH 
ranvou.  <*  n  II 
mum  -  it  onm  .•  u 
Gras  71  sOTBtta  5 
m  m  sjwo-.v  it 

tiSnman 


IFaresavers 


OQ 

ValknteKo 

“v;  y '  .'''sale;  •. 

►'-V-’*  y:  MenfiAe  Ladies 

MSD  New*Bopri Street,  Lond&n  Wl  y 

> r. .  •' 2698 . 1 

•  YfA  SearelSfet,  Ltrado«swl 

~  * : 


nr  thh  h mo  or  thx  Toramei  bul  ao 

OOKMMng  ACT  MW  AUmadim  tMfa  SCOT 
.  Kna  a  wmiroivm  d«  tht  am  .m—iw  iwr  j> 
i  Mrin  w  m  (bo  130.  JULOOaa  .for  *•  pmoog 
nw—  WWwwitldltHw  jtwMrt  for  M  iMdflft MO 
HflOltflklJM.  - 

-Cknen  CMfM.  Wfiifllww  CruBHm  Aodd  Moo 
ta  nnolliMrtii  Oat  Oa  pnHniUM  of  M>  <Un  tea 
aaW  of-'  Ao  Cmmw  bo  loMoggnuo—  ofJocbot  — m, 
iEilta>«OBWUMM  1  lofiSidw  MM.  into 
urn  mooeuwo  MfWjjM  an  ted  mm»  «m  iomU— 
Of  BOp  OMh-  to  .gtjoojooo  SonoMl  endtton  f  Moo  <Wr 
dMHotflmo  IMWlWOMtflW  — *»  ft*  — ewrttjQ 
of  lOp-aocfa  of  <tt£  abo  Inrlwflo  a  U  t  flliu 
7«QMM  Mn  bm  tw nfl  m  OauBa  of  tWr  oowolty.  thm 

gaaaaga 

'SS£ouSta0taaMmaSa>S  Am|  .cJdtmr  MSM  to  aenwa 
MfrmtfiatWtMMlbwtt  aad.  mo  at  tkto  wting  b 
ftoio— il  onUmratarti  co  lla  otUadnMMdtflBbjaMo 


MDcODGSU  Of 


by  da  Cow  iMowfap 
aa  to  tta  onttal  of  Aa 
■  tSaniaMMoi 


OOMMWBI  OuUhf  ttWlX  9MD 


aiAV'rrya r 

01476  5S20S5 


Side  Now  ! 
Opaa.Sun.  14th  Dec 


M>«inium«  zrrrr=i—  — . 

THB  OOflgAHIBg  ACT19BS  xtt  THE’  BH3H  COPKT  -  OIF 

mn  amuiruvu  am  mbpi 

•  WMaoCtba  BACoan  of  IflM  «Ao««  of  1997  • 


1WT  - .  owtiuwii  g  annumMCKmaBa 

sunns  xudizd  . 

fE^mOOOloClO^OOwaaiafl*-  M  THE  MOTE  OP  THE 
•and  ofCoa^a-  CCMBWfCT  1988 

<p  Jj*  fg7-  nanraaitoMuu»Mthw 

'axrsDJMM  ism  tfkf  of  Doom-  Dm  OnMr  of  tba  B10i  Cocox  of 
MiMM  nww  .  ■  «aafhalns  tbaTadBOUBM  oCtMi 


SS-r  S  25T* 

mmyina  M»  oSm ' 

TooMfo 


Discounts 

82  ^rompton  Eoadr. 

JjMklph  SW3 IER ' 

0171-225-0515  ; 


.  .  Ctap*!,®"  OfiOBJO 9  do 

dBW  10*  tbs  •  ilirM  nnM  bghtu»  glOaafnfaa  ob  Mb 

r  • .  ■  ' _  Pacaabar  199T- 

.  •  .  TT  Sand  lltb  tantat  1997 


LTD  I  tf  CwmiHotl 

on*  cmaicw  vomnt«g |  %«■«»»  wia 


Coagaay _ _ 

T  OMaonw  teafl.  Talatar  jcooito  GSSUnOK  UMRsp 

wawmRamanra  aagMond  res«ra. 

fta  «■  aa  ituiuular  1997-1  MbfEwUimllmiW 


OadMow  Mt  iiuuuuh  n 

SooboM  9»  Of  i^wtraacy  Apt  D«n»ataf  IWt.bMff 


Robert  Lems,  drama 
teacher,  died  in  New 
York  on  November  23 
aged  88.  He  was  born  on 
March  16, 1909. 

ROBERT  LEWIS  was  a  dra¬ 
ma  teacher  who  made  an  in¬ 
delible  mark  on  American 
theatre.  With  Elia  Kazan  and 
Cheryl  Crawford  he  was  one 
of  foe  founders  of  the  Actors’ 
Studio  in  New  York,  which  be¬ 
came  the  training  ground  for 
some  of  the  most  successful 
stage  and  screen  performers  of 
the  past  half-century.  Lewis’s 
own  students  included  Mar¬ 
lon  Brando,  Meryl  Streep, 
Montgomery  Clift,  Faye  Dun¬ 
away  and  Sigourney  Weaver.' 

It  was  in  the  course  of  a 
walk  in  Central  Park  that 
Lewis  and  Karan  conceived 
of  an  acting  school  lor  profes¬ 
sionals.  Lewis’s  idea  was  to 
secure  a  refuge  for  working 
actors  to  hone  their  craft  in 
private,  away  from  the  pres¬ 
sures  of  weekly  stage  pafor- 
mances.Tbe  Actors'  Studio,  as 
it  became,  was  to  be  one  of  the 
most  influential  institutions  in. 
American  theatre. 

Robert  Lewis  was  born  in 
Brooklyn.  In  1929  he  joined 
'foe  Eva  LeGatfienne'  Civic 
Repertory  Company,  remain-, 
ing  with  it  for  a  year  before 


leaving  to  found  the  Group 
Theater,  along  with  Clifford 
Odets.  Stella  Adler.  John  Gar¬ 
field  and  Franchot  Tone. 

A  left-wing  theatre  com¬ 
pany,  whose  productions  fre¬ 
quently  attacked  the  capitalist 
system  and  idealised  foe 
working  man.  the  Group  wor¬ 
shipped  the  Russian  acting 
teacher  Stanislavsky,  adopt¬ 
ing  his  methods  wholesale. 

Lewis  eventually  became 
frustrated  with  foe  limited  ex¬ 
posure  he  was  getting  in  pro¬ 
ductions,  and  left  foe 
company.  In  his  autobiogra¬ 
phy  Slings  and  Arrows  (198Q). 
he  wrote  that  the  Group’s 
emphasis  on  emotion  over 
theatricality,  a  Stanislavsky 
hallmark,  robbed  its  produc¬ 


tions  of  colour,  and  that  the 
fixation  an  character  psychoF 
ogy  would  kill  foe  theatre. 

However,  he  was  lured  back 
to  the  Group  as  a  director,  an 
area  in  which  he  had  little  ex¬ 
perience  but  would  soon  dis¬ 
play  immense  talent  He  be¬ 
gan  his  directing  career  with 
the  first  Broadway  production 
of  William  Saroyan's  My 
Heart's  in  the  Highlands.  It 
opened  to  positive  reviews, 
and  Lewis  realised  that  his 
future  lay  near  the  stage,  but 
not  an  ft. 

When  the  Group  folded  in 
1941.  Lewis  headed  west  to 
Hollywood,  where  he  found 
parts  in  a  number  of  films,  in- 
dud  ing  Dragon  Seed  (1944), 
Son  of  Lassie  (1945)  and  Zieg- 
feld  Follies  (1946).  Then  came 
the  foundation  of  the  Actors' 
Studio  in  1947.  There  Lewis 
taught  an  advanced  class  of  20 
actors.  His  first  group  of 

students  included  Marlon 
Brando,  Eli  Wallach,  Sidney 
Lumet  and  Karl  Maiden.  But 
despite  the  pleasure  he  took  in 
nurturing  such  talent,  he  re¬ 
signed  from  the  studio  after 
only  a  year.  It  was  a  feud  with 
Kazan  that  triggered  the  split, 
with  Lews  becoming  incensed 
when  Kazan  advised  him  to 
dedine  a  particular  directing 
offer,  only  to  take  the  job 


himself.  Lewis  said  later  that 
he  always  regretted  Ms  deci¬ 
sion,  and  that,  had  he  stayed, 
his  own  developing  theories 
about  acting  would  have  had 
another  outlet.  In  his  place 
Kazan  appointed  another 
Stanislavsky  disdple.  Lee 
Strasberg,  who  turned  foe 
studio  into  the  prime  hothouse 
for  a  generation  of  American 
actors. 

Lewis  always  had  very  spe¬ 
cific  ideas  abaft  acting  tech¬ 
nique.  which  he  elucidated  in 
his  book  Method  or  Mad¬ 
ness?  (1958).  He  was  critical  of 
Strasberg's  influential  “Meth¬ 
od”  school  of  acting,  with  its 
emphasis  on  emotional  truth. 
He  argued  for  the  importance 
of  physical  technique,  and 
believed  that  “the  Method” 
had  done  serious  damage  to 
foe  American  theatre. 

Rfichannellmg  his  energies. 
Lewis  became  a  director, 
shepherding  the  original 
Brigadoon  onto  Broadway  as 
well  as  Truman  Capote’s  The 
Gross  Harp  and  Agatha 
Christie's  Witness  for  the  Pros¬ 
ecution.  He  had  joined  the 
faculty  of  the  Yale  School  of 
Drama  in  1941.  and  he  spent 
35  years  there  before  founding 
the  Robert  Lewis  Theater 
Workshop  in  New  York. 

He  was  unmarried. 


REFORMING 
THE  LORDS 
The  revival  of  the  question  of  the 
reform  of  the  Lords  by  Lord  Clarendon 
is  not  to  be  dismissed  as  an  intellectual 
exercise,  undertaken  by  the  Peers  to 
pass  an  idle  moment  while  waiting  for 
the  House  of  Commons  to  find  them 
work,  PoUtiriansofall  parties,  who  have 
any  pretence  to  constitutional  leanings, 
betray  by  their  very  sensitiveness  to  the 
topic  that  it  possesses  an  attraction, 
besides  inspiring  apprehension.  Among 
foe  public,  apart  from  a  few  lingering 
‘  traces  of  an  archaic  fanaticism,  the  chief 
reaction  —  at  least  to  any  proposal  for 
changing  the  composition  of  the  Second 
‘  Chamber  —  is  indifference;  but  it  may 
well  be  that  this  feeling  is  due  to  an 
instinctive  aversion  to  any  issue  that  has 
been  so  repeatedly  bungled  tty  the 
poffleians.  In  any  case  a  return  to  it  is  to 
.  be  Welcomed,  provided  that' such  a 
refum  affords  any  hope  that  a  coramon- 
’sense  view  of  foe  matter  is  gaining 
ground.  Nome  can  pretend  that,  at  this 


ON  THIS  DAY 

December  12, 1928 


A  Bill  to  enable  women  peeresses  in 
their  own  right  to  sit  and  vote  in  the 
Upper  House  had  previously  been 
thrown  out  on  ihe  second  reading  in  the 
Lords  in  1925  by  a  majority  of  two  votes. 


period  inlhelifeofthe  Government,  any 
discussion  can  be  more  than  academic; 
but  even  an  academic  discussion  is  of 
value  if  it  shows  that  ardent  prejudices 
are  defunct  and  thus  dears  foe  way  for 
an  ultimate  agreement  between  political, 
parties  upon  what  never  ought  to 
become  an  electoral  issue.  It  is.  there' 
fore,  satisfactory  to  note  many  proofs  of 
the  disappearance  of  those  theories  and 
prejudices  which,  in  conjunction  with 
miserably  bad  stage-management;  were 


responsible  for  the  collapse  of  foe 
scheme  launched  by  the  Government  18 
months  ago. 

It  is  generally  accepted  by  this  time 
that  a  paper  constitution  can  be  a 
provocation  to  extremism,  but  never  a 
barrier  against  it  It  is  agreed  also  that 
foe  right  to  sit  in  the  Second  Chamber 
should  neither  depend  almost  exclusive¬ 
ly  upon  qualifications  of  birth,  nor  be 
conferred  by  any  process  of  direct 
election.  When  once  these  two  points  are 
settled,  most  of  the  fundamental  difficul¬ 
ties  in  foe  way  of  a  re-definition,  alike  of 
foe  powers  and  the  composition  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  cease  to  qtist .. . 

It  is  the  virtue  of  Lord  Clarendon's 
scheme  that  it  is  inspired  by  the  belief 
-  that  a  useful  measure  of  reform  is 
practicable  without  trendting  upon 
such  controversial  ground  as  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  Act.  As  such,  ft  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and,  as  such,  it  offers  an 
occasion,  if  not  a  modd,  to  the  leaders  of 
.political  parties  to  show  that  they 
possess  the  true  British  genius  for 
achieving  progress  by  compromise. 


THE  TIMES  TODAY 


SRIDAY  DECEMBER  12 1997 


Choice  of  history  for  Adams 

■  Tony  Blair  looked  Gerry  Adams  directly  in  foe  eye  at  10. 
gowning  Street  and  offered  him  a  "choice  of  history"  — 
violence  and  despair  or  peace  and  progress. 

The  first  Prime  Minister  for  76  years  to  play  host  to  an  Irish 
republican  leader.  Mr  Blair  said:  "It  is  important  that  you 
remain  committed  to  peaceful  means.  If  we  were  to  slip  bade,  I 
believe  we  would  slip  back  to  something  worse  than  what  ram*. 
before” - L. _ Pages  i, 9 

Queen  bids  farewell  to  Mend 

■  The  Queen's  eyes  were  glassy,  and  she  appeared  to  struggle 

to  contain  her  emotions.  The  Princess  Royal  dabbed  her  eyes 
with  a  white  handkerchief,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales  shook  his 
bead.  The  Royal  Family,  schooled  in  the  artof  stoicism,  found  it 
particularly  hard  to  bid  farewell  to  Britanna  _ Page  I 


Labour  rebellion 

Labour  MPs  threatened  to  stage  a 
second  revolt  over  disability  bene¬ 
fit  cutbacks  as  the  Government 
drew  bade  from  taking  strong 
disciplinary  measures  against  the 
47  “lone  parent"  parliamentary 
rebels . Page  1 

Euro  clash 

Britain  and  France  were  on 
course  for  a  head-on  dash  over 
the. single  currency  after  Tony 
Blair  refused  id  give  ground  in 
his  fight  for  a  seat  on  the  body 
that  will  oversee  it . ..Page  2 

Tiny  heroine 

A  petite  jeweller  who  stopped  an 
armed  robber  in  his  trades  was 
commended  for  her  “remarkable 
bravery"  by  an  Old  Bailey 
judge - Page  3 

Toy  condemned 

Fostering  and  adoption  agencies 
called  for  a  ban  on  foe  sale  of  foe 
latest  cyberpet  toy  to  reach  Brit¬ 
ain  from  Japan.  It  features  a  vir¬ 
tual  foster  child _ Page  5 

Prosecution  case 

The  Lord  Chancellor  is  to  look 
again  at  allowing  Crown  Prose¬ 
cution  Service  lawyers  the  right  to 
prosecute  jury  trials  in  the  Crown 
Court — ... - - Page  6 

‘Mad  cow*  warning 

A  scientist  advised  parents  to  en¬ 
courage  young  children  to  eat 
chicken  rather  than  beef  or  lamb 
because  of  foe  risks  posed  by 
“mad  cow"  disease - Page  7 


Bremner  funeral 

The  funeral  of  the  Leeds  and  Scot¬ 
land  soccer  star  BiHy  Bremner 
near  Doncaster  turned  intea  two- 
hour  celebration  of  a  great  sport¬ 
ing  life - Page  10 

Illegal  garden 

The  retired  couple  who  spent  al¬ 
most  £10,000  and  eight  years 
turning  a  rubbish  dp  into  a 
garden  have  lost  their  year-long 
fight  against  a  council  ban.  They 
have  been  told  to  plough  up  foe 
site _ Page  II 

Chicken  flu  scare 

As  health  experts  warned  that 
chicken-borne  flu  could  become  a 
pandemic  disease,  Hong  Kong 
schools  prepared  for  the  possibili¬ 
ty  of  having  to  destroy  pet 
animals . .  Page  14 

Treaty  row 

The  United  States  will  not  ratify1 
the  new  international  climate 
change  treaty  for  years,  if  ever, 
senators  said _ _ Page  15 

Death  highway 

A  50-mile  stretch  of  narrow,  pot- 
holed  road  cutting  through  jungle 
and  tropical  countryside  in  north¬ 
ern  Sri  Lanka  is  the  island’s  death 
highway.  Pay  16 

Iraq  terror 

At  least  800  prisoners  have  been 
executed  in  Iraq  where  President 
Saddam  Hussein  has  embarked 
on  a  new  campaign  of  terror  to 
keep  his  security  forces  alert 
and  his  people  cowed — Page  17 


3g*  i-R# 


Ffion  Jenkins  links  arms  with,  her  fianc£  William  Hague  and  his  Madame  Tussaud  wax  dumniy  a*  its 


yesterday 


Hunting  axpadltfon:  LucasVarity. 
the  engineering  group  formed  in  a 
transatlantic  merger,  is  on  foe  hunt 
for  acquistions  after  selling  its 
Van tyPer kins  diesel  engine  busi¬ 
ness  to  Caterpillar  of  the  US  for 
£803  million _ Page  27 

Liberty:  Denis  Cassidy  has  been 
removed  horn  foe  board  of  the 
department  store  after  a  vote  by 
shareholders - Page  27 

In  the  soup:  The  former  venture 
capitalist  who  helped  to  oust  An¬ 
drew  Palmer  from  foe  board  of  his 
New  Covent  Garden  Soup  Com¬ 
pany,  took  control _ Pagc  27 

Markets:  The  FTSE  100  fell  94.8  to 
5035.9.  Sterling  fell  from  103.9  to 
103.8  after  rising  from  $1.6514  to 
$1.6535  but  falling  from  DM2.9441 
to  DM2.9322 _ Page  30 


Cricket  England  bear  Indiabysev- 
en  run#  in  the  opening  match  of  foe 
Shaijah  Cup.  Alec  Stewart  scared 
116  fin-  England,  who  lost  their  last 
eight  wickets  far  411— —Page  52 

Football:  There  are  £100  minion 
worth  of  reasons  why  Manchester 
United  ought  havetobeevenmore 
special  than  they  believe  them¬ 
selves  to  be  if  they  are  to  win  foe 
Eumpeah  Cup — — —Page  48 

Rugby  union:  Cliff  Brittle,  the 
chairman  of  foe  RFU  management 
board,  challenged  foe  game  to  ac¬ 
cept  a  revolutionary  vision  of  Eng¬ 
lish  rugby.  _ - — — \  Page  49 

Swimming:  James  Hickman  wen 
the 200  metres  butterfly  at  foe  Brit¬ 
ish  (foampiemships  but  the  race  will 
have  to  be  swum  again  because  of  a 
starting-block  problem  __  Page  50 


Scent  of  scandal  for  Mrs  Clinton 

■  A  musty  former  gentleman’s  dub,  which  only  recently 
admitted  women,  was  licking  its  wouhds  after  an  attendant 
threw  out  Hillary  Clinton  for  breaking  house  rules  by  spraying 
on  perfume.  Unfortunately  for  the  University  Club,  Mrs 
Clinton  was  with  Cindy  Adams,  the  “first  Lady  of  New  York 
Gossip"  who  reported  foe  incident  in  her  column -  Page  I 


Richard  Morrison:  Next  Tliesday 
the  J.  Paul  Getty  Centre  opens.  The 
product  of  a  £700*million  building 
project,  it  is  foe  costliest  art  gallery 

an  Earth . . . .Page  35 

Actor  triumphs:  Philip  Voss  turns 
in  a  superb  performance  as  Shy- 
lock  in  the  RSC^  production  of  7%e 
Merchant  of  Venice  — . .Page  35 

Pop  on  Friday:  Robert  Miles  may 
have  sold  13  mfllicHi  records  but  he 
can  still  walk  down  the  street 

unnoticed _ —  - Page  36 

AtbumaaftbeyoanFramRoniSize 
to  Supergrass,  Caitlin  Moran  and 
.  David  Sinclair  choose  foetr  top  pop 

releases  1997—: _ —Page  37 

.Solo  oomacflarc  After  a  Perrier 
Award  and  a  hit  single,  Frank 
Skinner  has  became  Britain's  most 
popular  comedian — —  Page  38 


TOMORROW 


IN  THE 

SATURDAY  TIMES 


■  DISCO  CLASSICS 
Theretumof  ' 
sparidy  boob-tubes  ... 
and  sequined trousers  v 

■  MARC -  . 
MICHEIIN 

Marco  Pierre  White 
gives  his  judgment 
on  one-star  L’Escaigot 


Gone  to  the  (fogs:  It  is  foe  lights 
that  you  see  fjnst  the  neon  glare 
drawing  you  through  an  East  End 
night,  and  thin  foe  stadium:  foe 
Stow,  as  the  regulars  say -Ifage  21 
Christmas  icon:  In  Naples,  Diana, 
Princess  ofwAles  has  been  promot¬ 
ed  to  a  crib  figure...............  Pace  21 


has  been 


ous  media 


Typecast:  JTeachers  appear  to  be¬ 
long  to  two  main  personality  types, 
whidi  are  jrelated  to  foe  age  range 
of  the  children  they  choose  to 
.•teach  .......j — . Page  41 


^'united  Europe  is  being  built  in 
our  lifetime  after  being  long-await¬ 
ed-  The  communal  defence  project 
for  Europe  is  not  a  utopia,  it  is  a 
necessity.1  ‘  —  Le  Figaro 


Preview:  Ayoung  PC  has  a  fraught 
baptism  and  Rik  Mayall  plays 
straight.  The  Bill  (ITV.  8pm). 
Review:  Matthew  Bond  enjoys  the 
disgustingly  funny  men  on  foe 
sofa— . . s50,  51 


Rebels  with  a  cause 

AGovemmertt  that  prided  itself  on 
control  and  discipline  fast  both  on  Y 
Wednesday  night - Page  23  » 

Climate  in  the  Senate 

Although  Vice  President  Albert 
Gore  hailed  foe  accord  as  a  “vital 
turning  point*’  and  President  Clin¬ 
ton  showed  similar  enthusiasm,  it 
is  unlikely  that  foe  US  Senate  will 
agree  with  them Page  23 

Forked  tongues 

Mr  Adams  wants  the  British  public 
to  believe  be  is  a  modem  Nujomo 
or  a  Gaelic  Mandela,  a  reluctant 
fighter  crying  freedom  in  a  foreign 
tongue- - Page  23 


MATTHEW  PARRIS 

Imagine  there  existed  on  these  is¬ 
lands  a  state  within  foe  State.  Let 
us  call  it  Volsec - Page  22 

JOHN  LLOYD 

Terrorists  spend  their  youth  being 
hunted  as  murderers,  their  middle 
age  being  feted  as  freedom  fighters 
and  their  later  years  ruling  as 
presidents . . Page  22 

PHILIP  HOWARD 

Package  tours  have  replaced  foe 
schooner  Hispaniola,  and  so  scat¬ 
tered  the  mystery  of  the  Treasure 
Islands  of  foe  world.  But  tax  ha¬ 
vens  in  Guernsey  or  the  Cayman 
Islands  sound  as  mysteriously  exot¬ 
ic  to  most  people Page  22 

PETER  RIDDELL 

Freedom  of  information  is  an  elu1 
sive  concept,  desirable  in  principle 
in  a  generalised  good  government 
way  fait  often  harder  to  define  in 


Lord  IQsshn,  financier;  Dale  Owen, 
architect:  Robert  Lewie,  drama 
teacher — _ — — ! - Page  25 


Power  of  the  whips;  doorsteps;  Op^ 
era  House;  Bransot^s  balloon;  anti¬ 
depressants;  prejudice  in  Scotland; 
Jacob  of  Ancona - Pave  23 


v--:  r^s: 


4. 17.22, 29, 38. 48.  Bonus:  20 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,661 


=*£■? ^ L“* V  •  r2- 


. . .  111 -- 


^ I 


i1,' v'>rU 


E53Q333 


7  45  f 

11  S  ih 

10  50  r 

5  41  r 

5  48  rti 

12  54  dr 

13  55  9 

3  55  b 

3  08  b 

8  48  r 

a  54  rtt 

2  St  Co 

1  62  C 

3  55  b 

3  65  ah 

6  43  f 

3  55  b 

4  57  ah 

3  55  f 

1  .41  r 

5  89  ah 

3  65  rt 

3  05  ah 

4  57  b 

2  54  b 

2  54  a 

1  62  ah 

3  55  b 

4  57  b 

T  52  ah 


03  '  0.10 

3  o  ore 


Changes  to  chart  bdew  from- noon:  lows  E  and  O  wffl  dr®  northeast  and  BB  as  [hey 
amatoatnaSB.  Lows  C  and  K  wO  mows  north!  Kgh  C  wfl  bokl  owr  the  British  Isles 


say 


WmikmAi  22  0.11 


I  »7wra.T»ii.  t 


ISM  W 


Racydad  papar  mad*  ns 
43  flit  erf  the  eawifUanal  tor 
UK  nompopora  m  tha 
MOondhaVof  1999 


lfflGDEHfilOl3Hf3@QOCK3in 

rasEBHnaa 

tascir^Hnnoin  norafflo 

013SE1DE  BOIDf^nsnil 
1(2  E  S  S  B 
affluiranm  OBsnnasa 
r  □  b  s  n  e 
Esranranow  nGnnosH 
ffl  h  r  s  o 
HOflESflQS  GiaaSOH 
DCiDHiraasa 
RB3I3R13E!BS 
m  s  gj  r  s  m  a  a 


FLIGHT  SAVERS 


LONDON'TO 

JERSEY 

FROM  £39  MI  WA1 


LONDON’TO 

GUERNSEY 

Mi 

FROM  db  %r*TroJU  MW 


LONDON-TO 

NEWCASTLE 

£59 

l*C*  W  W  MIDRN 


tvX'ilHir/' ■  « 


Gwgmq  Kroi  yd  Guamsay.  ISC  (59F);  lo*w 
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Total  number  of  lives  saved  so  far  this  year: 


Cost  to  KNUC  per  day: 

Cost  to  taxpayer . 

To  make  a  donation,  tclepbone: 


1,241 
5^266 
.£193,000 
£0 

0800  543210 


-  ■*«.  Him*,  No.  ao*aoi 
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Liberty  in  showdown 


as 


Bit  Jennifer  Veale  in  Seoul  and  Ianet  Bush  in  London 


THE  Asian  financial  crisis 
intensified  yestmiacy  as  file 
South  Korean  won  fell  10  per 
cent  in  fourmirmtes  on  fears 
that  the  country  is  in  an  even 
worse  economic  position 
than  had  been  feared  .. 

A  leading  international 


last- week  may  not  be  enough 
to  stabilise  market  conditions, 
saying  that  it  would  be  suffi¬ 
cient  for  now. 

:  But  his  reassurances  .came 
Timid  reports  that  South  Korea 
would  ask  the  IMF  to  speed  up 
fire  delivery  <rf  $21  bfflion  in 


credit  rating  agencies  down-  "  rescue  loans, 
graded  the  country's  debt  '  Tt  Seung-godc,  head  of  re- 
because  of  suspicions  that  its  search  at  ABN  AMRO  Hoare 
debts  are  far  greater,  and  its ..  Govctt  in  Seoul,  «rH-  “if  the 
foreign  exchange  reserves  situation  does  not  improve  in 


f 


much  smaller,' than  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  has  disclosed. 

Trading  ai  Seoul's  foreign 
currency  exchange  came  to  a 
grinding  halt  within  a  few 
minutes  of  opening  for  the 
second  day  -running  as  the 
won  plunged  anofherlO  per:, 
cent  —  its  permissible  iftrnt  — 
to  dose  at  a  record  Jcrir.of 
1,719.80 to  the  US  dollar. ; ‘ 

Analysts  said  that  it  was 
becoming  impossible  to  pre¬ 
dict  the  future  movement  of 
The  won,  which  has  lpst  half  of . 
its  value  against  the  US  dollar 
tins  year.  “We  are  in  unchart¬ 
ed  territory  in  terms  erf  won 
devaluation  arid  its  hard  to 
make  logical  arguments 
where  it  will  stop  because  its- 
fad  is  based  on  such  negative 
sentiment."  said  H  Jin  Lee  an 
analpt  at  XEB  Smith  Barney 
Securities  in  Seoul.  ■ 

‘  'The  won's  plunge  took  its 
toflofthe  stock  market  which 
fcfrby.  riefoiy  nearly  six  per¬ 
cent  to  dose  at  377.77,  down 
22.48  points.  Yesterdays  gov¬ 
ernment  move  to  open  the 
stode  marketto  foreign  inves¬ 
tors  days  earlier  than  planned 
failed,  to  sjhore  up  The  market. 
One  focal  broker  said  that 
fitoggp  investors  regarded  the 
moveas^“attother  South  Kore- 


tite  short- jerin,  this  nation 
.may  require almost  4300 

•  hfllinri*  •  ;  - 

So  for,  Seoul  has  received  a 
mem  $5.6  bfifion  of  the  IMF- 
brokered  rescu  e  padckge  and 
'.r  has  used  the  cash  to  prop 
JtsrdwindJing  reserves. 

'  In-a  televised  address  to  the 
nation,?-.  Km  Yoong-sam, 
South  K0r£S&WdkSfeAt,said 
that  he  would  honour  the 
agreement  Wifii  fite  IMF  wifit 
out  hitch.  •. 

.However  his  words 
'-sounded  hollow  ainid  mount¬ 
ing  concern  that  South  Ko- 
■  reals  next  president;  to.  be 
elected-  next  week,  will  rejefct 
'  the  austerity  measures  being 
•.demanded  by  the  Fund.  . 

The  front-running  candi- 
-  date,  Kim  Daejung,  has 
■vowed  to  renegotiate  the  res=- 
.  cue  loans  deal  fl  he  wins.  . 

Commentary,  page  29 
Stock  market,  page  30 


Elizabeth  Stewart-Iiberty  and  Denis  Cassidy  yesterday  after  the  shareholder  vote  that  saw  the  chairman  ousted 


Chairman 
forced  out 
by  vote 
at  EGM 

By  Paul  Durman 


DENIS  CASSIDY  yesterday 
lost  his  batde  to  stay  as  chair¬ 
man  of  liberty,  raising  the 
spectre  of  further  boardroom 
turbulence  at  the  London  de¬ 
partment  store  company. 

Before  he  was  voted  out  of 
office,  Mr  Cassidy  told  share¬ 
holders  at  yesterday’s  meeting 
of  Libenys  shareholders  that 
it  was  unlikely  that  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Brian  Myers  on 
and  Odile  Griffith  as  new 
directors  “will  lead  to  a  har¬ 
monious  working  relationship 
within  the  board".  He  suggest¬ 
ed  the  positions  of  Ian  Thom¬ 
son,  managing  director,  and 
Andrew  Garety.  the  finance 
director  who  has  taken  over  as 
chairman,  may  quickly  be¬ 
come  untenable. . 

Mr  Thomson  and  Mr 
Garety,  along  with  liberty's 
other  two  directors,  strongly 
backed  Mr  Cassidy  in  his 
attempt  to  defeat  the  motion 
for  his  removal  brought  by  Mr 
Myerson,  who  controls  a  16.9 
per  cent  stake,  and  the  Stew¬ 
art-Iiberty  family,  who  con¬ 
trol  27.1  per  cent  Ms  Griffith 
is  adviser  to  Elizabeth  Stew- 
art-Uberty,  widow  of  a  former 
chairman  of  the  company. 

Mr  Thomson  and  Mr 
Garety  yesterday  defended  the 
plans  for  a  E43  million  rede¬ 
velopment  of  file  Regent  Street 
store,  which  Mr  Myerson  and 
the  Stewart- Libertys  have  crit¬ 
icised  for  being  staggeringly 
expensive. 

Mr  Cassidy’s  removal  was 
backed  by  48.1  per  cent  of  the 
shares,  meaning  the  concert 
party  picked  up  only  1  per  cent 
outside  their  own  holdings.  The 
concert  party  did  not  receive  the 
support  of  a  single  institution. 

Unstable  door,  page  31 


BUSINESS 

TODAY 


/  ^rOOCMUVtKET 
TOMCES  ■ 


Free  ioo. 


(-94a) 


5035.9 
3.29% 

2371.84  (-35.52] 


YWd _ _ 

FTSE  Ail  share  ..  . .  . _ . 

Mkkai -  16050.15  (-42737) 

New  York: 

Dow  Jonas -  7B41.78  (-137-01)* 

S&P  Composite  854^3  (-1526)* 


US  RATE 


Federal  Funds.— 

Long  Bond . . 

Yield _ 

. 


5’i%*  {5’’»%) 

101  "a*  (100“w>) 

6JDI%*  (6.07%) 


3-mth  Interbank . 
Life  lc 
future  i 


7V*  (7Vfc) 
121**  (120W 


New  Yoric 
*_., 
London: 

S 


STEBUNO 


-  1.6557*  (1.6495) 


DM._ . . 

FFr _ 

SFr _ 

Yen _ 

£  Index  ...... 


1.B540 

23328 

98200 

2J803 

215^7 

103JI 


(1.6615) 

(2.9446) 

(9.8561) 

(2.3834) 

(213.08) 

(103.9) 


London: 
DM _ 


FFr.. 

SFr_ 


Yen _ _ 

$  Index _ 

Tokyo  dose  Yen  12933 


1.7895*  (1.7 
5.9245*  (5« 
1.4330*  (1.4470) 
129.82*  (129.45) 
10&4  (1082) 


Brent  15-day  (Feb)  *17.60  ($1 7.55) 

f0K1 

_ &t2  ■.*;  jrU.LZ-’ 

London  do9e_.„  *283.75(5283:95) 
*  denotes  midday  trading  price 


Less  damage 

The  first  signs  that  the 
worst  effects  of  a  strong 
pound  may  be  over  for 
exporters  came  yesterday 
from  the  Confederation  of 
British  Industry.  Its  latest 
survey  showed  a  modest 
improvement  in  export 
orders.  Page  28 

Bid  talks 

Shares  in  Triplex  Lloyd 
rose  from  229 *2 p  to  263 bp  as 
the  Midlands  engineer 
admitted  that  it  was  in  £186 
million  takeover  talks. 

Page  32 


"&wrfs  ln  Seoul  battered 
nar^^tiirtughcair  Asia.  Ja- 
jrijL  vti^»bankiiig  system  is 
fed  to  South  Korea 
and  wlfpKea  leadxn  exporter 
suffered  badly, 
the  riodCHterket  dropping  % 
aroutidSperceht.  HongKnng 

^^^Tmotik-dn*^ i effort  iii 
Europe  and  on  Wall  Street 
wassevere.ln  London,  heavy 
.  selling  of  British  banks  with 
:  to  Asia  helped 
.  fjpTSElQp  index  to 
a  Joss  tf  neaiTy  2  percent.  The 
infittrinsed  D^Bpwnts  Jower 
at&QSJ&'Qii  WaH  Street,  the 

Dow  joitesindustrial  average 

wasr  137.01  down  at  7.841.78  at 
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tint  the  teuiffijls 
tsjabte'  foreign  exchange  re-, 
sprees  stood  at  $10  hriSan(£ti 
fcallidrO-He  countered  specula¬ 
tion.  firaf  the  ^  hiffion  pack- 
oi  jdier-lV'tte  IMF 


to 


LUCASVAR1TY.  the  engineer-, 
mg  group  formed  in  a  transat¬ 
lantic  merger  last  year,  has 
said  it  is  on  the  hunt  for 
acquistions  after  selling  its 
VarityPeridns  diesel  engine 
business  to  Caterpillar  of  the 
US  for  £8C0  million. - 
The  safe  of  Varity Perkins 
signals  a  change  in, strategy 
aimed  at  improving  the/coro- 
pany’s  rating-  LucasVarity 
shares  have'  struggled  since 
Lucas  of  the  UK  and  Varhy  of  ■ 
the  US  merged  m  'September 
1996.  Having  reached  a  hi^i 
of2S9p.  the  snares  have  fallen, 
dosing  at  192%p  yesterday. 

.  The  disposal  foUaws  an., 
from  Caterpillar. 


By  Adam  Jones  . 

US  laws  cm  emissions. 
These  bring  engines  deigned 
for  .  use.  in  construction  or 
agriculture,  the  focus  of 
Varity Perkins’  operations, 
info:  line  witii  the  diesri  en¬ 
gines  used  in  cars  arid  trucks. 

LucasVarrty  said  it  world 
need  to  expand  ,  in  the  latter 
category 'fo: 'stay  competitive 
and  Jhis  would  have  been  too 
difficult  If  said  the  £803  mil¬ 
lion  sale  price  is  more  than  an 
internal  valuation  of  the  sub¬ 
sidiary-  One  City  analyst-said: 
“It!S"a  vay  good  price  for 
.  Perkins  but  the  deal  will  be 
dilntive  unJess  they  find  same-  - 
filing  to  db  with  the  money.” 

'  VarityPferkms  employs  just 
'  ^  rftes  ui ; 


Systems;  arid  aerospace  com¬ 
ponents.  Up  to  £800  million 
has  been  earmarked  for  acqui¬ 
sitions  in  these  areas. 

LucasVarity  also  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday  that  it  was 
not  going  to  produce  a  diesel 
fuel  injection  system  designed 
for  Volkswagen.  The  scrapped 
system  did  riot  meet  the  com¬ 
pany's  criteria  ibr  likely  prof¬ 
its.  A  spokesman  said  it  wauld 
have  applications  in  other 
activities.  Hie  company  also 
said  it  has  customer  commit¬ 
ments  worth  £500  million  to 
supply  fuel  injotion  systems 
to  Ford  and  Renault 

Third-quarter  results 
showed  that  operating  profit 
margins  increased ^in  aD  divp 


ai  _  ..... 

had/soughl  to  buy  the '  ^over  A^XX) 

engine makerbefore'fiiemH^  Peto-borough.  Stafford  and  ,  -  riefosagainst  file  second  quar- 
er  and  is  iiltimatriy  Varity-  Shrewsbury.  Once  .the  safe  is  .  ter,  except  for  diesel  engines, 

Perkins'  main  customer.  '  -.. .  coitqrfete, ,  LucasVarity  will  -  which  fell  from  8.5  per  cent  to 
VicKH"  Rfce,  chief  executive -have  three  main.:  divisions:  -  .83  per  cent  Third-quarter 
of  LucasVarity.  said  the  beard , braking  ‘systems;  other  auto-  r  profit,  was  £85  million  before 
tb'-sdl  beransterf  new  ;1  motive;  which  includes  diesel  tax,  on  £1.16bfllion  total  sales. 


Jobs  exodus 
for  FSA 
also-rans 

By  Our  City  Staff 

THE  Financial  Services  Au¬ 
thority  (FSAJ,  the  new  super- 
regulator,  is  braced  for  an 
exodus  of  senior  staff  after 
today’s  board  meeting  to  ap¬ 
prove  15-20  top  appointments. 

The  watchdog  is  believed  to 
have  received  dose  to  100 
applications  for  the  jobs,  most¬ 
ly  from  within  file'  existing 
regulators,  including  the  Per¬ 
sonal  Investment  Authority 
and  Investment  Management 
Regulatory  Organisation- 
It  is  expected  that  many  of 
the  unsuccessful '  applicants 
will  leave  the  FSA  rather  than 
face  effective  demotion.  The 
appointments  will  be  at  direc¬ 
tor  level,  reporting  to  the  three 
co-managing  directors  named 
by  Howard  Davies,- executive 
chairman,  earlier  fiiis  year. 

Staff  morale  is  already  low 
because  erf  uncertainty .  over 
pay  and  positions. 

Commentary  page  29 


Freedman  in  the  Soup 


By  Chris  Ayres 


■  THE.  .former  venture  capitalist  who, 
helped  to  oust  Andrew  Palmer  from 
the  board  of  fas  ground-breaking  New:  ’ 
s  CoyemCfcmferiltaL^ 
day  rook  confrd  of  me  business- 
ihnafeh  an  agnail  takeover  bid. . •  ' 

by  cyrillVeedman.ls  buymg  NCGS  far 
a' mfoortrutti  T24  inSfibfi'Mr  Pahneris 

.  .  jjuMwwi  ■.inn «  4ian  tl mitHfln 


for  his  stake: 'SOQuikk- ^also 
npse  tS^nrillkmfiiitWgfrthe^ 
lStmUkfo  shares ai3^>eacfe  - 
NCGSi  whirii  hasp atoted  itsnx^v> 

od-  df,  o»«ijroteng  - 

sewp  ahtf  nriutes  dtilfed  baked 

beans,  was  Ibutidte  ^  Mr.  Bdmer  m  L 


1985.  He  left.  ,  his,  job  asr  a  small 
;comf»nfes  analj^t  at  Capel-Cure  My- 
ereto  work  in  NCOS's  lattiens. 

-  ■_  Mr  f&LraerJater  sold  shares  to  Apax 
.  Partners,  die  . venture  capitalist  group 
trftyhichi^Freedrnani^  a  partnax 
■  ip  raire  cash.  The  relationship  turned 
sour,  arfo  jn  1993  Apaxhe^ied  to  forte 
:  lyfr  Fahtier-  to  staifo  dw  He  .waff 
replaoai  ty  a  team  of  managers.  -  . 
:;  -Mr  freedom 'has  .turned  S  Daniels; 

a  striding.:  tea  foul;  cqffee 
business  mto:  a.  strccessful  fresh  foed 
produce  since  he  joined  in  1995-“  He 
said  he  cxpecterl  fiie  ejgiamled  cwnpany 
:  worth  about  £36  mfllictfi— to  double 
tri  sar- within.tiie  nest  five  years. 


‘incorrect’  Sets  prices 


By  Adam  Jones 


.THE  London  Stock  Exchange  may 
kite-  dosing  share'  prices  on  New 
Year's  Eve  if  ft  feds  they  are  not 

“coiTedr.  Tbctmpreoedented  propose . 
al  follows  anxiety  teat  the  new  trading 
system.  Set&  may  be  manipulated-on 
December  31.  Pifoes  formed  under 
Sets,  can  be  volatile  St  there  are  not 
many  buyos  or  »Ilors. 

Because  volumes  are  normally  light 

on  December  31,  a  haffdayin  dealing 
rooms,  fond  managers  are  worried 

that  end-of-ycar  fundvaiuations  may 

be  artificially  cut  by  «^ne  ottiers 
driving,  down  -  the  FTSE  TOOliifttex.  ’ 
reriitrfng  tfteir  performance  fees. 

Tire*  Exchange  said  yestenfoy.  It  . 


would  meet  with  ^ “key  market  constitu¬ 
ent”,  probably  from  its  committees,  to 
dedde  a  formula  firat  will  enable  it  to 
recognise  “anomalous  dosing  prices”. 

These  dosing  prices,  derived  from 
the  last  trade,  will  be  struck  out  and  a 
substitute  inserted.  This  could  be  file 
price  of  the  penultimate  trade  or.  a 
calculation  using  a  formula  agreed  fay 
market  participants.  Only  the  figure 
u*ed  in  index  calculations  and  Individ- 
ual  stock  valuations  would  change. 

.  A  plan  to  put  the  half  day -to  two 
hours  or  even  tme  hour  of  trading  has 
been  dtdvedt  afihoogh  trading  will  be 
'cut  by  20  minutes,  with  a  session  from 
&30am  to  12.10pm  on  December  31. 


Thought  for  the  day 
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Small  firms  will  be  able  to  charge  base  rate  plus  8  per  cent,  says  minister 

Late  payment  levy  to  be  tougher  than  expected 


By  Christine  Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL  CORRESPONDENT 

SMALL  businesses  that  are  owed  payment  by 
big  companies  will  be  able  to  charge  interest 
on  the  debts  at  a  tougher  than  expected  rate 
under  a  new  law  proposed  by  the  Government, 
Small  businesses  will  be  able  to  demand 
interest  on  late  payment  at  base  rates  plus  8  per 
cent  after  the  Bank  of  England  and  businesses 
told  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry 
that  it  should  increase  the  rate  it  had  planned 
to  impose.  The  DTI  had  intended  the  penalty 


to  be  base  rates  plus  4  percent  Barbara  Roche, 
the  minister  with  responsibility  for  for  small 
firms,  denied  that  the  interest  rate  in  the  Bill  on 

late  payment  was  punitive.  She  said  the  level 
was  based  on  the  rate  at  which  business  could 
borrow. 

The  Bill  which  should  become  law  by  July, 
mil  be  phased  in  across  the  whole  of  business 
over  four  yearn.  Initially  small  enterprises  — 
such  as  those  with  fewer  than  50  employees — 
wiD  be  able  to  take  action  against  large 
companies  and  public  sector  organisations. 
After  two  years,  small  businesses  will  also  be 


able  to  charge  small  business  interest  After  a 

further  two  yean  all  businesses  will  be  covered 
by  the  law.  The  phasing  gives  small  business¬ 
es.  which  may  not  always  have  the  resources  or 
die  expertise,  time  to  get  their  house  in  order. 

Mrs  Roche  said  the  Bill  —  which  has  been 
criticised  by  small  business  groups  —  would 
help  to  change  the  culture  of  business 
payment 

She  said:  “You  cant  have  a  piece  of 
legislation  that  automatically  overnight 
changes  die  payment  culture.” 

The  DTTs  moves  to  tackle  late  payment 


through  statutory  interest  have  been  attacked 
for  not  getting  to  grips  with  cash  flow 
difficulties.  Business  groups  have  also  com¬ 
plained  that  the  right  to  interest  payments  will 
be  difficult  to  implement  because  small 
companies  wHl  jeopardise  contracts  if  they 
take  action. 

Mrs  Roche  said  the  means  by  which  the 
right  is  enforced  would  be  up  to  the  companies. 
They  could  submit  new  invoices  with  the 
interest  added  on  and  if  the  debtor  refused  to 
settle  then  they  would  have  redress  through 
the  courts. 


CBI  cautious  over 
signs  that  export 
pressure  is  easing 


By  Philip  Bassett,  industrial  editor 


THE  first  signs  that  the  worst 
effects  of  a  strong  pound  may 
be  over  for  Briush  exporters 
came  yesterday  from  the  Con¬ 
federation  of  British  Industry, 
whose  latest  industrial  survey 
showed  a  modest  improve¬ 
ment  in  manufacturers'  export 
orders. 

While  the  City  saw  the  latest 
CBI  survey  as  an  indication  of 
an  easing  of  the  pressure  from 
sterling,  confederation  leaders 
remained  cautious,  suggesting 
that  it  might  well  be  only  a 
respite  from  the  impact  of  the 
strong  pound. 

CBI  leaders  said  that  the 
strength  of  sterling  was  con¬ 
tinuing  to  have  “an  adverse 


effect  on  export  demand", 
though  they  thought  that  the 
sharp  deterioration  on  order 
books  in  the  middle  of  the  year 
now  seemed  to  have  halted. 

In  its  latest  monthly  trends 
survey  of  almost  1.100  manu¬ 
facturers,  accounting  between 
them  for  almost  half  the  UK's 
manufactured  exports,  the 
CBI  said  that  13  per  oent  of 
manufacturers  judged  their 
export  order  books  to  be  above 
normal,  and  42  per  cent  said 
that  they  were  below  normal. 

Although  this  still  gave  a 
balance  of  -29  per  oent.  sug¬ 
gesting  a  continuing  fall  in 
exports,  it  compares  with  bal¬ 
ances  of  -34  and  -33  per  cent  in 


Bank  investigates 
First  Merchant 

By  Richard  Miles,  banking  correspondent 


ROBERT  YOUNG,  an  in¬ 
dependent  financial  trader 
who  is  facing  charges  in 
Jersey  for  his  part  in  an 
alleged  $27  million  (£16  mil¬ 
lion)  currency  fraud,  is  at  the 
centre  of  a  second  financial 
investigation. 

The  Bank  of  England  has 
obtained  court  injunctions 
seeking  to  bar  Mr  Young 
and  two  associates.  Marish 
Chobrzynski  and  Mark 
Bullen.  from  accepting  bank 
deposits  under  the  trade 
name  of  First  Merchant  a 
company  based  in  or 
around  Nottingham. 

The  Bank  has  also  ob¬ 
tained  injunctions  seeking 
to  freeze  the  three  men's 
assets  while  a  number  of 
suspected  offences  under  the 
Banking  Act  1987  are 
investigated. 

The  injunctions  follow  co¬ 
ordinated  action  with  the 
Isle  of  Man  Financial  Su¬ 


pervision  Commission  last 
week  in  Douglas  and  on  foe 
mainland.  The  Bank  is  ea¬ 
ger  to  hear  from  any  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  public  who  have 
had  dealings  with  First 
Merchant,  sometimes 
known  as  First  Merchant 
Bank. 

Mr  Young.  43.  is  expected 
to  hear  within  the  next  few 
weeks  whether  he  will  face  a 
full  trial  in  Jersey  over  the 
alleged  $27  million  currency 
dealing  fraud  involving 
Can  trade  Private  Bank 
Switzerland,  a  subsidiary  of 
UBS.  the  Swiss  bank  that 
earlier  this  week  announced 
a  $59  billion  merger  with 
Swiss  Bank  Corporation. 

Cantrade  has  offered  com¬ 
pensation  of  $15  million  to 
the  investors  allegedly 
duped  by  Mr  Young,  but 
their  lawyers  have  rejected 
this  as  “pathetically 
inadequate". 


the  previous  two  months,  and 
-37  per  cent  in  August. 

Sudhir  Junankar.  the  CBI 
economic  analysis  associate 
director,  said:  "The  slight  im¬ 
provement  in  export  demand 
over  the  past  month  provides  a 
welcome  breathing  space  for 
hard-pressed  exporters. 

“However,  this  good  news 
cannot  disguise  the  fact  that 
sterling's  strength  is  still  hav¬ 
ing  an  adverse  effect  on  the 
ability  of  companies  to  attract 
orders  from  overseas 
customers." 

A  range  of  City  economists 
took  the  view  that  the  collapse 
in  manufacturers'  export  or¬ 
ders  seemed  to  be  easing,  with 
some  of  them  suggesting  that 
the  CBl's  figures  might  show 
that  the  worst  might  now  be 
over  for  UK  exporting  firms  as 
sterling^  appreciation  has 
fallen  back. 

Indeed,  the  improvement  in 
export  orders,  together  with 
domestic  orders  continuing  to 
hold  up.was  sufficient  to  push 
the  balance  of  firms  reporting 
total  orders  to  be  above  nor¬ 
mal  into  the  positive  for  the 
first  time  in  two  years,  with  a 
net  2  per  oent  of  companies 
recording  above-normal  total 
orders. 

As  a  result  City  analysts 
suggested  that  the  surveys 
findings  were  better  than  had 
been  expected,  and  that  ac¬ 
cordingly.  die  base  rate  should 
be  put  on  hold. 

However,  the  survey 
showed  that  manufacturers' 
output  expectations  confirm 
the  predicted  slowdown  in 
growth,  with  the  net  balance 
of  10  per  cent  of  companies 
reporting  a  likelihood  of  out¬ 
put  rising  being  half  what  it 
was  two  months  ago. 

Although  still-weak  export 
order  books  are  pushing  down 
output  expectations,  the  out¬ 
look  for  price  inflation  re¬ 
mains  promising,  with  price 
expectations  "significantly" 
lower  than  they  were  at  this 
time  last  year. 


Ed  Wallis  of  PowerGen  is  loolring  for  a  purchase 


Generators 
state  their 
price  for 
saving  coal 

By  Christine  Buckley 
and  James  LanDals 

BIG  PAYBACKS  to  the  elec¬ 
tricity  generators  are  expected 
to  be  delivered  soon  by  the 
Government  in  return  for 
their  help  in  ensuring  the 
short-term  survival  of  the  coal 
industry. 

Geoffrey  Robinson,  the  Pay¬ 
master  General,  is  understood 
to  have  asked  the  generators 
what  the  Government  could 
do  for  them  if  they  ensured  a 
future  for  coal  A  critical 
meeting  between  die  heads  of 
National  Power,  The  Energy 
Group  and  PowerGen  on 
Wednesday  guaranteed  a 
short-term  survival  plan  for. 
coal  just  hours  before  the 
Prime  Minister  delivered  his 
pledge  that  current  level  coal 
production  would  be  main-, 
rained  until  the  end  of  June. 

In  return  each  generator  is 
thought  to  have  demanded' 
concessions  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  It  is  expected  that 
PowerGen.  where  Ed' Wallis  is 
chairman  and  chief  executive, 
will  be  allowed  to  ■  buy  a, 
regional  electricity  company, 
while  The  Energy  .Group 
would  have  pressed  its  case 
that  the  moratorium  on  new 
gas-fired  .  .  power1  stations 
should  not  last  National  Pow¬ 
er  is  likely  to  have  raised 
wider  issues  concerning  tnai* 
ket  share  and  the  review  into 
die  electricity  trading  market 
Further  talks  will  be  held 
between  Mr  Robinson  and  the 
generators  an  boosting  stocks 
to  beyond  the  end-of  June  to 
shape  a  medium  and  long¬ 
term  future  for  tiie  industry. . 


Co-op  to  sell  superstores 


THE  Cooperative  Wholesale 
Society  (CWS),  the  retailer  that 
earlier  this  year  thwarted  a 
El  2  billion  attempted  bid  by 
Andrew  Regan,  is  to  sell  its  19 
superstores,  raising  up  to  £300 
million  (Jason  Nisse  writes). 

The  disposal  comes  after  a 
strategic  review  by  LEK,  the 
management  consultants,  and 
the  appointment  of  Malcolm 
Hepworth,  a  former  director 


of  Somerfield,  as  retail  con¬ 
troller.  He  takes  die  post 
vacated  when  Allan .  Green 
was  fired  in  May  for  passing 
information  to  Mr  Regan. 

Following  the  review,  CWS 
is  to  concentrate  on  conveni¬ 
ence  stores  and  stores  in  mar¬ 
ket  towns.  Bill  Shannon,  head 
of  corporate  affairs,  said  that 
its  19  superstores  —  each  with 
more  than  25,000  sq  ft  of  sales 


space  —  will  be  “recycled"  to 
finance  investment  in  the  rest 
of  the  chain.  The  sell-off  will 
be  piecemeal  as  rival  food  re¬ 
tailers  show  interest  in  sites. 

The  CWS  has  appointed  two 
new  directors  to  its  executive 
board.  They  are  Trevor 
Hughes,  who  is  integrating  its 
supply  operation,  and  Meryyn 
Pedelry.  the  Cooperative 
Bank  chief  executive. 


Albert  £  Sharp  to  shed  120 


ALBERT  E  SHARP,  one  of  the 
UK's  biggest  stockbrokers,  is 
10  lay  off  120  back-office  staff 
after  outsourcing  its  adminis¬ 
tration  to  Pershing,  the  clear¬ 
ing  service  owned  by  Donald¬ 
son  Lufkin  &  Jenrerte,  the  US 
investment  bank. 

Sharp,  based  in  Birming¬ 
ham.  has  been  working  with 
its  regulator,  ihe  Securities 
and  Futures  Authority,  to  re¬ 
solve  a  series  of  problems  with 
its  administration  systems. 

Bill  Dacombe.  chairman 
and  chief  executive,  said  that 


By  Richard  Miles 

the  five-year  outsourcing  deal 
would  end  the  "complete  di¬ 
version  of  effort”  that  the  sys¬ 
tems  glitches  had  necessitated. 

"The  problems  were  clearly 
a  bore  which  involved  us  in 
taking  people  out  of  the  front- 
office."  he  said.  “We  will  now 
be  able  to  focus  on  our  core 
financial  expertise  of  advising 
and  managing  funds." 

The  job  losses  at  its  Bir¬ 
mingham  headquarters,  re¬ 
presenting  a  fifth  of  Sharp's 
workforce,  will  not  take  place 
until  April.  The  company  is 


expected  to  make  a  provision 
in  next  year's  accounts  to  cover 
the  cost  of  the  redundancies. 

Development  of  software  for 
Crest  the  share  settlement  sys¬ 
tem.  and  the  sheer  volume  of 
business  generated  by  a  wave 
of  demutualisations  have 
caused  administrative  prob¬ 
lems  for  many  stockbrokers. 
The  worst  affected  has  been 
Fidelity  Brokerage  Services, 
which  the  SFA  forced  to  dose  to 
new  business  for  six  months. 
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President  of  Hertz 
to  join  Forte  Hotels 


GRANADA  has  headhunted 
a  lop  executive  from  Hertz, 
the  car-hire  group,  to  run  its 
Forte  hotel  division  —  filling  a 
gap  left  by  Sir  Rocco  Forte’s 
departure  nearly  two  years 
ago  (Jon  Ashworth  writes). 

Antoine  Cau,  50,  a  French¬ 
man  who  speaks  four  lan¬ 
guages  and  lives  in  London, 
will  next  month  join  Forte 
Hotels  as  its  chief  executive. 
After  seven  years  as  president 
of  Hertz  International,  he  is 
taking  charge  of  a  253-hotel 
worldwide  chain  made  up  of 


three  main  brands  —  Le 
Meridien,  Posthouse,  and 
Heritage  —  together  with 
individual  London  properties 
such  as  the  Grosvenor  House. 
Granada  last  year  invested 
£120  million  in  its  hotel  divi¬ 
sion.  which  generates  sales  of 
about  £1  billion  a  year. 

Sir  Rocco  was  ousted  from 
Forte  early  in  1996  alter  Gran¬ 
ada's  £3.9  billion  takeover.  M 
Cau’s  arrival  may  herald  a  new 
period  of  growth  for  Forte 
Hotels,  whose  performance  has 
improved  under  Granada. 


NEGOTIATORS  are  “poised1  for  a  deal"  to  open  u£  global 
banking,  insurtince  and  other  financial  services  to  interna¬ 
tional  competition.  Sir- Leon  Briton,  die  European  Union 
Trade  Commissioner,  said  yesterday.  Sir  Leon,  speaking  on 
tireevroftixiay’scfcadlirtetowi^upanacrcnti.amimentEd: 
“The  apple  is  ripening  ‘timidly  on  the  tree,  but  needs  a  touch 
more  sun  to  fall  iritojour  lap."  - 
Bui  despite  theupbeatpublic  comments  there  lurks  serious 
worries  oat  the  Asian  financial  turmoil  and  American 
political  objections  threaten  to  halt,  dilute  or  delay  the  deal 
just  hours  before  the  midnight  deadline.  Clinton  administra¬ 
tion  offidaJs  were  expected  to  meet  in.Washington  to  discuss 
the  options.  Renata  Ruggiero,  head-  of  the  World  Trade 
Organisation  chief,  said:  “Failure?  I  do  riot  foresee  that.  No 
one  has  told  me  that  they  want  to  withdraw  from  die  deal 
being  worked  but  in  GCTeva-"NumenaB  Materal  meetings 
are" taking  pltice  today  to  work  on  final  sticking  points,  and  all 
participants  are  due  to  hold  an  informal  meeting  at  the  end  of 
the  day  to  take  stock  of  progress. 

Zeneca  expands  plants 

ZENECA  is  investing  more  than  E9  million  in  manufacturing 
plants  for  two  new  dings.  The  investment  at  its  Zeneca 
Pharmaceuticals’  Avion  site,  near  Bristol,  will  create  25  jobs. 
The  additional  capacity  follows  the  successful  launch  of 
Accolate,  an  asthma  treatment  for  sale  overseas,  and 
SeroqueL  a  treatment  for  schizophrenia  and  approved  ki  the 
UK  and  US.  The  plants  are  part  of  a  £L5  billion  international 
investment  programme  at  Zeneca's  drugs  business.  The 
Accolate  plant  will  go  into  full  production  in  1998  and  the 
Seroquel  plant  in  the  first  half  of  1999.  .  ■  . 

US  rethinks  price  index 

THE  American  Government  is  considering  changing  the. 
way  tiiat  it  calculates  the  Consumer  Price  Index,  which  may 
lead  toacatofuptoa  quarter-percentage  point  in  the  nation’s . 
main  eaufie  of  inflation  An  aitnouncentent  is  planned  by  Aer- 


end  of  the  year.  It  could  result  in  reduced  cost-of-living 
increases  for  social  security  and  could  also  affect  investments, 
labour  contracts  and  other  agreements  tied  to  the  index.  Any 
changes  would  take  effect  m  early  1999.  Since  April,  the 
Labour  Department’s  Bureau  of  Labour  Statistics  has  been 
publishing  an.  experimental  price  index. 

Filtronic  to  withdraw  bid 

FDLTRONIC  COMTEK  is  seeking  Australian  Securities 
Commission  clearance  to  withdraw  its  £7  million  bid  for 
Mitec,  the  microwave  electronics  company.  Filtronic  said 
that  significant  resources  will  now  be  made  available  to 
expand  FUtroniCs  Asia  regional  headquarters,  adding  that 
the  company  plans  to  develop  a  new  facility  in  Australia  and 
to  recruit  new  staff,  particularly  microwave  engineers. 
Filtronic  Comtek  said:  "The  organic  growth  planned- will  be 
similar  to  that  achieved  in  Filtronic  Comtek  operations  in  the 
UK  and  the  US  which  now  emplpy  1,000  people." 

Japan  fund  down  £4m 

JAPAN’S  worsenmgecrinomkcririswiped'£4 
the  value  of  the  jyiartjji  Currie  Japan,  Ipvestment  Trustin , 
the  six  months  .^November  30,  leaving  it  with  assets  of. 
£18.9  million.  The  undiluted  net  asset  value  per  share 
slumped  20.9  per.  ..cent  from  100.4p  to  79.4p.  John 
Drysdale,  chairman,  said  that  core  holdings  in  blue-chip 
exporters  had  prevented  the  trust  from  falling  as  for  as  its 
benchmark,  the  Topix  index,  which  crashed  by  25  per 
cent  There  will  be  no  dividend.  . 

ILP  shares  boosted 

SHARES  in  ILP.  the  Irish  protective  packaging  group,  rose 
from  24p  to  29bp  yesterday  after  it  revealed  that  it  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  number  of  approaches  that  may  lead  to  an  offer  be¬ 
ing  made  for  the  company.  At  yesterday's  dosing  price  the 
company  was  worth  £636  million  on  the  stock  market  ILP 
said  that  shareholders  would  be  kept  informed  of  develop¬ 
ments.  In  1996  ILP  made  £1.07  nufiiori  of  profit  on: sales  of 
£11.9  million.  The  shares,  which  reached  a  high  of  78>zp 
earlier  this  year,  have  come  up  from  a  recent  low  of  21  bp. 

Allders 

ALLDERS’  pre-tax  profits  of  £40.4  million  for  the  year  to  the 
end  of  SeptemberT996  ,induded  a  profit  of  £33.2  million Jon 
the  disposal  of  the  international  tax  and  duty  free  operations 
(Tempos.  December  9 J.  The  company's  underlying  pre-tax  . 
profits  for  that  year  were  £72  million,  compared  with  E23.1 
million  for  the  year  to  September  30, 1997. 
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The  riatiottfs  financial  razu> 

Jtors  are  in  a  state  of 

®9)e<aah«nu-Any  day  now 

.  new  supremo,  Howard 
D®aes>  wffl  announce  the  lucky 
wmnere  of  top  jobs  with  his 
Serna  Amhoritt.  art 
ftf  many,  the  expectation  will 
-  h”71  to,.  *sappohmnent 
ai^peihaps,  disaflectiCHi, 

The  stnictare  of  the  ESA  as  an 

amalgam  of  easting  regulatory 
bodies  means  that  fcj  every 
aozMuibn*nt  fWnC  o  _ >i.  _  <  ~ 


suw^es  at  the 
SEAmaybehicky  enough  to  find 
m  that  role  at  the 
fsa  oat  that  means  that  his' 
equivalent  over  at  file  PEA  will 
h*ye  to  revert  to  ah  apparently 
mfcntr  rdel  It  msty  be trim,  £ 
me  counseflore  wfll  no  doubt 
aaiin,  that  being  in  cbaige  of 

st^gar  rations  at  the  FSA  is  just  as 
m^wrtant  and  pays  as  wetf.  If  not 
better,  than  the  hid  tea  and  coffee 
job  at  the  PLA,  but  the  argument 
is  unfflcdy  to  be-  persuasive, 
pardoilaiiy  as  clients  are  likely 
to  be  beaconing  with  thick  wads 
of  notes  for  regulators  prepared 
to  bring -their  experience  to  the 
other  side. 

The  drift. of  staff  away  from  the 
regulators  to  come  to  the  aid  of 


must  continue  to  cany  out  their 
duties  while  the  FSA  takes  shape. 
The  latest  wave  of  appointments 
could  precipitate  a  damaging 
torrent  of  senior  levd  departures. 


The  pubfic^mted-Davies  is. 
already  having 'to  cope  with 
horrendous-  squabbling  as  he 
tries  to  construct  his  grand  high 
regulator.  Salaries,  inevitably, 
are  at  issue  since  the 'structures 
vaay  grea%:  anwog  .the  FSA 
ccn^wnents.  The  SFA,  for  in¬ 
stance,  has  become,  accustor^pf? 
to  remmKratjoQ  levels  which, 
while  hartfly.on  a  pin- with  those 
City  firms  fi  .T^u}aties,  ldo  not 
-  vahxe  its  staff  too  insultingly  by 
coTDBariscm.  PIA  staff  are  less 
easflyinsuhed.: 

.  There  are  ala)  issues  of  status 
involved.  Lasing  the  kudos  of 
wdridng  for  the  Book  of  Ffogland 
constitutes  abad  enough  blow  to 
those  of  its  staff  who  now  find 
themselves  consigned,  towards 
the;  FSA.  But  die  ’  prospect  of 
leaidztg  file  marbled  eteg^nce  of 
Threadneedte  Street  for  Dock¬ 
lands,  and  modern  open  plan 
offices,  is  intolerable.  . 

Dawes’s  problems  are  exacer¬ 
bated  by  the  increasing  demand 
for  compliance  staff  within  the 
City,  Because  :  the  compliance 
role  has  only  recently  evolved, ' 
there  is  a  shortage  of  experienced' 
people,  which  makes  the  regu¬ 
latory  authorities  an  obvious 
hunting  ground. 1  Recruits  can 
quickly  find  their  -salaries' 
escalating  as  employers  struggle 


COMMENTARY 

by  our  City  Editor 


to  keep  their  compliance  staff. 
Tricky  questions  arise  in  toe  area 
of  bonuses,  so  crudal  to  the  City 
salary. 

The  job  of  the  compliance 
officer  may  entail  saying  no  more 
often  than  yes,  blut,  however 
sound  the  deasion,  a  'deal  undone 
does  not  yield  the  same  potential 
profit  for  which  read  bonus,  as 
does  the  deal  that  proceeds.  Enter 
that  contradictory  concept  of  the 
guaranteed  bonus.  The  FSA  may 
find  it  useful 


Korean  infection 
travels  by  junk 


Korea  is  coming  back  to 
haunt  the  West.  When  US 
agencies  downgrade  debt 


agencies  downgrade  debt 
world's  eleventh  biggest 


of  the  world's  eleventh  biggest 
economy  almost  to  junk  bond 
.status, .  Korean  markets  melt 
down  arid  even  Europe  and 
North  America  feed  the  heat 
There  is  plenty  of  scope  for 
things  to  get  worse.  Ear  more 


than  the  realistic  terms  the  .  IMF 
asked  of  Britain  in  1976,  or  its 
schoolmasterly  approach  to  the 
poor  and  wayward,  the  IMF'S 
loan  terms  to  Korea  have  the 
punitive  time  of  a  treaty  imposed 
on  a  defeated  foe  after  war.  Nor 
need  Koreans  speculate  on 
conspiracy  theories.  Americans 
openly  seek  to  use  this  opportu¬ 
nity  to  shackle  Korea  ana  pro¬ 
mote  Western  trade  interests. 

That  might  not  matter  if  the 
crisis  had  not  struck  when  Korea 
had  a  lame-duck  government 
The  package  has  become  a  key 
issue  is  next  week's  presidential 
elections,  Kun  Daejung.  per¬ 
petual  leader  of  the  opposition, 
hints  at  renegotiation  if  he  is 
finally  swept  into  power  and 
declares  that  some  conditions 
simply  cannot  be  met.  . 

This  invitation  to  rebel  against 
the  IMPS  surrender  terms 
makes  financial  markets  yet 
more  nervous.  Foreign  investors 
are  hardly  likely  to  take  up  the 
invitation  to  pile  money  in  when 


file  wan.  is  in  free  fall  Should  it 
steady  and  foreigners  buy  Ko¬ 
rean  industry  at  fire-sale  prices, 
street  reactions  might  be  worse. 

The  West  has  started  a  new 
trade  campaign,  putting  pres¬ 
sure  on  Asian  trading  partners 
through  . the  Internationa]  Lab¬ 
our  Office  and  the  World  Trade 
Organisation  to  beef  up  worker 
rights  and  trade  union  represent¬ 
ation,  But  the  fruits  of  such 
efforts,  were  they  successful,  can 
be  seen  in  Seoul  Powerful  trade 
uni  otis  have  made 'Korea's  in¬ 
dustries  far  less  competitive  and 
blocked  economic  reform,  both 
legislatively  and  on  the  ground. 

Spurred  by  the  election  debate, 
they  will  not  readily  accept  the 
loss  of  about  a  million  jobs,  the 
ending  of  lifetime  employment 
and  the  aits  in  real  and  money 
wages  that  the  IMForogramme 
requires.  If  the  IMPS  vision  of 
the  world  is  to  prevail,  the  West’s 
efforts  to  promote  union  power 
in  emerging  economies  seems 
rather  lute  Germany  sending 


I^nin  to  Russia  in  a  sealed  train 
®  earlier.  Not  for  nothing 
is  Tony  Blair’s  Government,  a 
disapfe  of  the  IMF  school  rap¬ 
idly  growing  cool  on  union 
representation  at  home. 

If  Korea's  epidemic  of  eco¬ 
nomic  illnesses  infects  Western 
markets  more  seriously.  Europe 
and  America  may  regret  taking 
their  revenge  through  the  IMF. 


Tweedie’s  public 
finance  initiative 


With  an  impeccably  cute 
sense  of  timing.  Sir 
David  Tweedie,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Accounting  Stan¬ 
dards  Board,  has  issued  a  dire 


like  into  off-shore  accounts  but 
he  is  concerned  that  die  hill 
extent  of  Government's  financial 
commitment  in  PH  projects 
might  not  be  always  apparent 

The  Conservatives  came  up 
with  PH  as  a  means  of  bringing 
capital  projects  to  fruition  cour¬ 
tesy  of  private  sector  investment 
It  is  the  governmental  equivalent 
of  off-balance  sheet  finance,  a 
device  which  leaves  the  public 
sector  borrowing  requirement 
happily  unscathed. 

But  contractors  have  proved 
wary  of  taking  on  all  the  risk  in 
PFI  projects  and  the  scheme  has 
moved  only  slowly:  around  £7.5 
billion  of  contracts  have  so  far 
been  committed.  So  Government 
must  provide  encouragmem  in 
the  form  of  promises  to  make  the 
job  worthwhile,  know  what  I 
mean.  Sir  David,  quite  rightly, 
wants  to  be  sure  that  the  cost  of 
those  promises  shows  up  on  the 
national  budget. 


warning  over  the  Government's 
private  finance  initiative  and  the 


private  finance  initiative  and  the 
possibility  of  accounting  treat¬ 
ments  being  applied  which  could 
mislead  Parliament. 

The  Minister  in  charge  erf  file 
PH  will  be  doubly  anxious  to 
avoid  any  such  risks,  since  he  is 
none  other  than  Geoffrey  Robin¬ 
son,  specially  installed  in  that 
role  because  of  his  business 
expertise. 

Sir  David  does  not  suggest  that 
PH  might  be  a  convenient  way 
for  the  Government  to  channel 
profits  from  road  tolls  and  the 


Troubled  waters 


WEST  of  Scotland  Water  stands 
accused  by  a  local  Labour  MP  of 
“appalling  communication  and 
slow  action,"  after  supplies  were 
ruined  by  a  diesel  leak  at  its  III- 
named  Bum  crooks  treatment 
works  in  Drymen.  “This  shows 
the  danger  of  quangos  who  fail  to 
answer  to  the  pubuc".  Quire  so. 
Consumers  are  stuck  with  un¬ 
accountable  quangos  because 
self-righteous  Scots  insisted  that 
their  water  must  not  be  privatised 
as  the  Sassenachs’  has.  ' 
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Pfizer  gets  £5m 
of  tax  money  to 
spur  more  UK 
investment 


By  Paul  Durman 


By  Raymond  Snoddy.  mewa  editor  . 


SIR  Ernest  Harrison,  chair¬ 
man  of  Racal  Electronics,  yes¬ 
terday  poshed  ahead  with 
plans  to  sen  fife  group’s  loss: 
making  Data  Comm  unications 
division  and  .  to  “position” 
Racal  Telecom  for  flotation.  *’ 

He  refused  to  speculate  on 
what  the  Data  Cornmunica- 
tions  business  might  ffiritr or 
even what  his  hopes  for  a  Racal 
Telecom  flotation  might  be/ 
other  than  to  say  the aim  was  to 
maximise  shareholder  value. 

Sr  Ernest  was  speaking  as; 
the  company  announced  that 
pre-tax  profit  in  the  six  months 
to  October  10  had  plunged  to 
E9.2  million  compared  with 
£21.2  million  last  tame  mainly 
because  of  increased  losses  at 


Ex-estate 
agent  to  set 
Galley  pay 


From  Oliver  Augusts 

IN  NEW  YORK 


CAROL  GALLEY,  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  best-paid 
woman  in  the  City,  will 
have  her  remuneration  set 
fry  a  former  estate  agent 
after  the  £3  bfltion  (£1.7 
billion)  takeover  erf  Mercu¬ 
ry  Asses  Management  by' 
Merrill  lynch-..  .. 

Jeffrey  Peek.  50,  wfll  be 
in  charge  of  overall  co¬ 
ordination  .  of  Merrill'S ' 
combined  fund  manage¬ 
ment  operations  oversee¬ 
ing  $275  billion  in  assets.  A 
spokesman  said  Ms  Gal. 
ley,  vice-chairman  trf- 
MAM,  will  make  her  in-, 
vestment  decisions  inde¬ 
pendently.  Ms  Galley  was 
paid  £6  million  last'  year  . 
and  last  month  picked  up 
another  £K)  tmlfion  when 
she  sold  her  MAM  shares 
•  to  Merrill 

Under  Mr  Peek's  steward-.  - 
ship  dbmpCnsatSrfi  levifc 
could  be  ad.  He  has.  .been 
heard  to  say  that  “bigger  is  . 
rot  always  better”.  ■ 

Mr  Peek,  who  graduated-; 
from  Harvard  Business 
School  before  working  in 
estate  agency.  joined 
Merrill  in  1983- 


Data  Communications  from 
£125  mfltiofi  to  f2L9  mfllion. 

Racal  said  .file  derision;  to 
sell 1  Data'  Coramumcatiaos 
would  leaye  management  free 
to  .focus  bn  remaining  busi¬ 
nesses  which  were  aO  in 
growth  areas  and  which  had 
produced  operating  profits  of 
. QOOinHtioain. TO96-97.' 

Jtetirerafcnt' was  riot  an  the 
horizon,  Sir  Ernest  implied, 
and  certainly; lie  intended 
staying  beyond  the  disposal  af. 
Daia  Communications  and 
file  fi cation  of  RacaJ  Tdecom. 
He  said:  “This  company  has  a 
lot  of  .shareholder  value  yet  to 
be  released.  I  would  like  to 
make  sure  we  adfieve  vifoat  we 
know  *  possible.'*  :  . 

Racal  shares  rose  14p  to. 
234%]p  Iareety  because  of  file 
removal  afi at  least  sane  of  the 
uncertainty  surrounding  The 
company  in  recent  years  and 
the  prospect  erf  an  end  to  losses 
-  from  'Data  Commumcations.: 

.  David  Elsbury,  Ratal's  chief 
executive,  will  travel  to  the  US 
with  a  team  erf  managers  on 
Monday  to  help  to  prepaie  the 
sale  of  the  company. 

A  number  of  interesting 
offers  and  potential  partner¬ 
ships  for  the  telecom  business 
had  been  received,  SirEmiest 
confirmed,  but -the  board  felt 
that  flotation,  was  the  best  way 
to  get  maximum  value.  Clear¬ 
ly  Racal  has.  watched  the 
flotation  of  Energis.'  file  Nat¬ 
ional  Grid  triecamniunica- 
tians  arm  1haf  was  valued  by 
the  market  at  £900  million. 

■  Michael  Styles,  the  Credit 
Lyonnais  analyst,  now  rates 
Racal  a  “buy"  and  .  suggested 
that" -in.- the  end  everything 
could.be  up  for  sale. 

After  the  resuftsineeting  Sir' 
Eritest  conceded  that  there 
was  goingtp  be  rationalisation 
m  .  the  defence  electronics  sec-  ' 
tor  in  Europe  and  that  at  one 
time  or  another' Racal.  had,; 
been  partners  with  most  of  the 
sigmfcant  players. 

Ratal’s  turnover  from  ongo¬ 
ing  operations  rose  13  per  cent-, 
to  £446  mflfiam-with  profit  | 
from'  ongoing  operations  bf  i 
'  £51.7-'  minion  -before  re-' 
organisation  costs  compared 
witit £543  rrriIlion  last  time.  . . 
..-^:^mteriml''divMend-  Is 
tmritanged  at  2Jpa  share. 
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Joseph  Wan  says  Harvey  Nichols  wfll  soon  name  the  site  of  its  third  UK  store  and  later  look  at  the  Middle  East 


Harvey  Nichols  record  fall 


ByFraser  Nelson 


SHARES  in  Harvey  Nichols 
yesterday  •  suffered  their 
shaipesc-ever  one-day  fall 
after  the  upmarket  London 
retailer  gave  warning  that  fine 
strong  pound  is  is  making  its 
waxes  too  expensive  for  many 
tourists. 

.Tlte  company,  which  relies 
.  on  overseas  visitors  for  a  fifth 
orfits  business,  said  that  sales 
growth  had  slowed  to  3  per 
cent  over  the  past  nine  weeks 


after  24  per  cent  growth  at  the 
halfway  stage. 

The  shares  fefl  11  per  cent,  to 
a  low  oH43p» — 48  per  cent  off 
last  year’s  high. 

Analysts  feared  that  stock 
left  on  file  shelves  by  tourists 
wttl  have  to  be  marked  down 
in  the  January  sales,  and  cut 
fall-year  profit  forecasts  to 
£13-5  million  —  some  £2 
mSUon-Iower  than  forecasts. 

The  company  yesterday  re¬ 
ported  pretax  profits  of  £6.07 
million  in  the  first  half,  to 


September  27,  a  10  per  cent 
improvement  on  lak  time, 
after  a  strong  contribution 
from  its  new  store  in  Leeds. 

Joseph  Wan  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  said  that  the  company 
will  name  the  site  of  its  third 
department  store  by  the  end 
of  next  month.  Industry 
sources  said  it  will  almost 
certainly  choose  Glasgow, 
and  possibly  share  a  site  with 
John  Lewis. 

Mr  Wan  added  that  the 
company  will  open  only  one 


further  store  —  expected  to  be 
in  Newcastle  or  Manchester 
—  and  then  look  at  expanding 
into  the  Middle  East 

Its  Oxo  Tower  restaurant 
opened  in  September  last 
year,  made  a  £382.000  profit 
on  sales  of  £4.04  million  after 
a  half  year  of  being  almost 
always  fully  booked. 

An  interim  dividend  of  2.1p 
is  due  on  February  12.  sug¬ 
gesting  a  final  payout  of  7p. 
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THE  Government  is  to  give 
one  of  the  world's  wealthiest 
companies  £55  million  of  tax¬ 
payers'  money  to  encourage  it 
to  invest  £109  million  in  ex¬ 
panding  its  medicines  research 
centre  at  Sandwich,  Kent 

Pfizer,  the  US  healthcare 
group  that  has  a  market  value 
of  $97  billion  {£57  billion),  has 
already  invested  £89  million  in 
the  UK  fiiis  year,  and  has  most 
of  its  existing  3,400  UK  em¬ 
ployees  at  Sandwich.  Margaret 
Beckett  the  President  of  the 
I  Board  of  Trade,  defended  the 
|  Government’s  assistance,  say¬ 
ing:  “This  is  exactly  the  kind  of 
investment  that  Britain  wants 
to  attract  and  the  kind  of  johs 
we  need,  if  we  are  not  just  to 
prosper  but  to  survive." 

The  500.000  sq  ft  fariliry  will 
create  jobs  for  650  scientists 
and  support  staff.  With  other 
transport,  engineering  and  ca¬ 
tering  work  created  as  a  spin¬ 
off,  the  DTI  hopes  the  benefit 
for  the  south-east  Kent  econo¬ 
my  will  be  about  1,000  jobs. 

Simon  Campbell,  the  vice- 
president  responsible  for 
Pfizer's  European  research 
and  development,  said  the 
company's  derision  to  expand 
in  the  UK  had  not  been  a 
foregone  conclusion.  Pfizer, 
which  is  investing  heavily  in 
new  drug  discovery  as  part  of 
its  bid  to  become  the  world’s 
leading  pharmaceutical  group 
by  2001,  could  have  located  its 
new  facilities  in  the  US  or 
Japan.  Dr  Campbell  said  the 


D  million  from  the  DTI  and 
the  accompanying  £23  million 
from  English  Pannerhips,  the 
Government's  land  regenera¬ 
tion  agency,  was  a  "significant 
factor”  in  the  derision  to 
expand  the  Sandwich  site. 

Pfizer's  investment  was 
warmly  welcomed  by  local 
politicians  and  the  business 
community  in  Kent  Michael 
Noar.  head  of  representation 
at  the  Kent  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  Industry,  said: 
“This  is  a  quality  employer 
expanding  and  producing  a  lot 
of  high  quality  jobs.  It  is 
precisely  what  font  needs." 

The  R&D  work  at  Sandwich 
helped  to  develop  three  of 
Pfizer’s  biggest  selling  drugs: 
Jsrin  for  angina  and  hyperten¬ 
sion,  Cardura  for  hypertension 
and  benign  prostatic  hyperpla¬ 
sia,  and  Diflucan  for  treating 
the  fungal  infections  suffered 
by  Aids  patients.  Pfizer  won  its 
fourth  Queen's  Award  for  Ex¬ 
ports  this  year,  and  was  recent¬ 
ly  named  as  the  most  admired 
pharmaceutical  company  by 
Fortune  magazine. 

Highlighting  Britain's 
strength  in  pharmaceutical 
science,  Mrs  Beckett  said  five 
of  the  world's  20  top 
mederines  were  discovered 
and  developed  in  the  UK.  Dr 
Campbell  urged  Mrs  Beckett 
to  maintain  the  highest  stan¬ 
dards  of  excellence  in  the 
universities  “after  the  previous 
decade  in  decline  in  Govern¬ 
ment  support  for  science". 


Insurers  confident 


By  Caroune  Mbrrell 
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THE  Association  of  British  in¬ 
surers  (AB3),  foe  trade  organis¬ 
ation  for  fiie  life  insurance 
industry,  said  yesterday  that 
companies  were  on  target  to 
•  meet  the  end-ofyear  deadline 
Ear  . 'Offering  compensation  to 
high-priority  nris-sdln^j  cases. 

-  The  ABI  said  S3  per  cent  of  the 
top  priority  cases  —  those  who 
.have  retired,  died  or  are  dose  to 
retirement--  had  beencomplet- 
©d  by  foe  sod- of  November. 
a*nj»rwi  with  73  per  cent  by 
.  the  end  of  October.  Regulators 
’  require  that  90  per  cent  of  oan- 
pensatknrcases  should  be  com- 
pfetedbylhe  end  erf  foe  year.  . 

'pie  ABI  said  figures  indicat¬ 
ed  16.056  cases  soil  had  to  be 


completed.  Mark  Boleat,  ABI 
director-general  said:  “With 
16.000  cases  left  to  be  complet¬ 
ed,  product  providers  are  on 
trade  to  meet  the  regulators’ 
target  of  90  per  cent  of  priority 
one  cases  to  be  completed  by 
the  end  of  December." 

He  said  attention  would 
then  shift  to  meeting  the 
requirement  of  the  next  most 
urgent  cases  by.  the  end  of 
1998.  “At  the  end  of  November, 
48  per  cent  of  afl  priority  cases 
hadbeen  completed.” 

However,  Helen  Liddell,  Eco- 
nomic  Secretary  to  foe  Treas¬ 
ury,  emphasised  that  every  firm 
was  expected  to  honour  the 
personal  pensions  review. 


Tank  Engine  Thomas’s  US  drive 


Choose 


Choo.se  RoiJec  Systems  Pic  -  the  L  Ks  fastest  growing  computer  company 


;^lps 

Lsn^HBr^ll 

By  Chris  Ayres 


jjjCHnasAntcrica  bound 


A TRIP  across  the  Atlantic  is 
p]ann&U>TThomas0teTank 
Engine  .  &  Friends  after  a 
licoising  deal  was  signed 
yesteifiay  betwcen  The  Britt 
AllcrcrftCoinpanyandlbeFox  ■ 
Family  Channel  gy 

Britt  Allcrdft  foe  Loodoo- 
fisted  .  winch  pro- 

dua&tfistrites'asd  Hanses 
products'  based  00  frictional 
characters;  has  also  signed  a 
deal  .Iter,  its  other  property. 
Shining  Time  Station.  .  .  7  . 

Sharfs-  m  the;  anqpsoqy, 

whkfo^Oowns  foe  ri^ts  to 

Captain  Pvgmisfu  rose  3p  to 


133 ‘zp  yesterday.  Since  its 
togh-prafile  flotation  in  Nov¬ 
ember  1996,  its  shares  have 
performed  unevenly,  reach¬ 
ing  a  high  of  ISQ^p  last  year, 
then  faffing  slightly  below  its 


The  agreem  ent,  for  an  on- 
disdosed  amount  involves 
,  foe  screening  of  episodes 
from  foe  existing  Ebrury  of 
Shinmg  Time  Station  and  the 
new  televiskm  films  of  Thom¬ 
as  the  Tank  Engine  & 
Friends,  cmrenfiy  bring  shot 
at  Sheppertim  Studios  In 
London.  Tbe  company  said 


foe  deal  would  boost  profits 
until  the  year  2000. 

Britt  AScroft,  foe  company’s 
.co-founder,  said:  “We  have  a 
strong  reputation  far  popular 
quality  screen  'sto^dfing  with 
American  parents  and  chndren 
and  look  forward  to  growing 
onr  following  with  a  new 
generation  of  viewers  on  foe 
Fox  Family  ChaoneL” 

She  said  foe  company  had 
already  licensed  its  Magic  Ad¬ 
ventures  qf  Mumfie  to  Fox. 
and  that  a  new  series  of  stor¬ 
ies  was  in  co-production  with 
D'Oeon  Filins  of  Barcelona.  . . 
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*Roklec  Systems  PLC  was  placed  ninth. 

In  the  Virgin  Atlantic  Fast  Ttack  100 
ptfoGshed  by  the  Sunday  Times  Newspaper 
on  the  7/12/97 
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30  MARKETS/ANALYSIS 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  12 1997 


Stock  Market  Writer 
of  the  Year 


Far  East  and  Dow  falls 


put  shares  into  reverse 


FURTHER  turmoil  overnight 
in  the  Far  East  had  investors 
in  London  on  the  run  as  share 
prices  suffered  sharp  fells. 

Down  131.1  at  its  worst,  the 
FTSE  100  index  closed  94.S 
lower  at  5,035.9.  Turnover  was 
on  the  low  side,  with  a  total  oF 
600  million  shares  traded. 

Once  again  Sets,  the  new 

computerised  trading  system 

that  matches  buyer  wiih  seller 
automatically,  must  take  part 
of  the  blame  with  hefty  fells 
seen  in  some  blue-chip  storks 
despite  the  apparent  absence 
of  any  real  selling  pressure. 

Wall  Street  only  made 
matters  worse,  with  the  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  tum¬ 
bling  more  than  160  points  at 
one  stage  and.  adding  to  the 
unease  of  many  investors. 

Abbey  National  resisted  the 
trend  with  a  rise  of  22p  to 
£10.35  amid  claims  it  is  about 
to  hit  the  acquisition  trail. 
General  Accident,  up  Ib^p  at 
£1054.  is  being  mentioned  as  a 
potential  target:  Abbey  was 
also  attracting  positive  com¬ 
ments  from  Merrill  Lynch,  the 
broker,  which  is  believed  to 
have  upgraded  its  profit  fore¬ 
cast  SBC  Warburg  Dillon 
Read,  the  company’s  own  joint 
broker,  is  positive  about  the 
stock  but  is  sticking  with  its 
profit  forecast  of  £134  billion 
for  the  current  year. 

The  proposed  Dotation  by 
GEC  and  Alcatel  of  their  GEC 
Alsthom  offshoot  will  be  the 
biggest,  the  City  has  seen  for 
some  time,  with  Lehman 
Brothers,  the  US  securities 
house,  putting  a  price  tag  on 
the  business  of  between  £33 
billion  and  £4  billion.  Lehman 
said  the  flotation  could  be 
worth  the  equivalent  of  64p  a 
share  for  GEC,  down  4*4p  at 

40IJ.»p- 

A  downgrade  by  Deutsche 
Morgan  Grenfell  from  “buy" 
to  “accumulate"  left  British 
Sted  7p  off  at  132p  as  928 
million  shares  changed 
hands.  British  Telecom  was 
another  casualty,  falling  3'ap 
to  472p  after  ABN  Amro 
Hoare  Govett  shifted  its  rec¬ 
ommendation  from  “under¬ 
valued”  to  “hold” 

British  Energy  celebrated 
its  elevation  to  the  top  flight 
with  a  jump  of  ]3p  to  437p.  It 
will  become  a  constituent  of 
the  top  100  companies  on 
December  22  and  will  be 
joined  by  Amvcscap,  3p  firmer 
at  488p,  and  Mercury  Asset 
Management.  Ip  easier  at 
£16.71. 

Mercury  is  currently  cm  the 
receiving  end  of  an  agreed  E3.1 


A  downgrading  knocked  7p  off  British  Steel  shares 


billion  bid  from  Merrill  Lynch 
and  will  not  become  a  constit¬ 
uent  if  the  deal  goes  uncondi¬ 
tional  before  then.  Its  place 
will  be  taken  by  one  of  the 
companies  dropping  out,  such 
as  TI  Group,  down  13‘ap  at 
49Sp.  Blue  Ctrde,  unchanged 
at  at  325p,  and  RMC  Group, 
down  7p  at  903p.  Others  in  the 
running  indude  Nycomcd 
Amersham,  2'zp  dearer  at 
£21.07*2,  Southern  Electric. 


tip  higher  at  491p.  and  Com¬ 
pass  Group,  up  I4p  at  741  ‘ap. 

Dresdner  Kleinwort  Ben¬ 
son,  the  broker,  continues  to 
take  a  cautious  view  of  RJB 
Mining,  down  lOp  at  170p. 

Railtradt  dropped  another 
53p  to  943p  as  HSBC  James 
Capel.  the  broker,  urged  cli¬ 
ents  to  take  profits. 

Orange  finished  lp  lower  at 
250p  as  Sorifete  Griterale 
Strauss  Turnbull  turned  sell- 


FLAT  PROFITS,  SOUR  TASTE 
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HP  BULMER  slumped  to 
a  new  three-year  low  with  a 
fell  of  5p  at  387l2p  after  a 
profits  and  dividend 
downgrading  by  Goldman 
Sachs.  the  US  securities 
house.  This  followed 
Wednesday's  profits 
downturn. 

The  big  three  ddermak- 
ers  have  been  underadoud 
with  Matthew  Clark.  2p 
firmer  at  184*2  p.  and 
Merrydown.  lp  better  at 
ti412p.  having  hit  the  mar¬ 
ket  with  profit  warnings. 
Cider  volumes  continue  to 
fall  and  the  outlook  for 
them  appears  bleak. 

Dermot  Carr  at  Nikka. 


die  Japanese  broker,  said 
Bulmer  has  been  pouring 
money  into  advertising 
during  the  past  year  in 
order  to  recapture  sales. 

"The  decline  appears  to 
have  begun  to  bottom  out 
although  we  could  see  a 
further  decline  short-term.” 
he  said. 

Other  ddermakers  have 
promoted  their  brands  as 
fashionable  drinks,  but 
these  soon  wear  out  as 
consumers  move  back  to 
traditional  drinks. 

"Another  year  or  two 
should  see  things  starting 
to  move  forward  again.” 
said  Mr  Carr. 
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er.  The  latter  was  also  urging 
clients  to  “sell"  Argos,  ISp  off 
at  578*2?. 

GKN  continued  lose 
ground,  falling  17p  to  £12145.  ft 
was  hit  earlier  this  week  by 
reports  of  a  joint  venture 
between  the  French  car  maker 
Renault  and  NTN  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  Japan  to  produce 
constant  velocity  joints  at  a 
factory  in  France. 

.News  of  a  bid  approach 
lifted  Triplex  Lloyd  34p  to 
263*ap. 

Plasmec  put  on  40p  to  225p 
after  accepting  terms  of  a  230p 
a  share  offer  from  Aden,  the 
electrical  equipment  supplier, 
valuing  the  business  at  £11 
million.  Alien  slipped  *2p  to 
32p. 

Jams  firmed  3Jap  to  341p. 
Word  is  that  UBS.  the  broker, 
is  expected  to  publish  a  bullish 
review  any  day  now  setting  a 
target  of  450p. 

Shield  Diagnostics  sported 
a  rise  of  22* ap  at  722‘ap.  News 
is  expected  that  the  group  has 
linked  up  with  Abbot  Labora¬ 
tories  in  the  US  to  develop  its 
sytem  for  detecting  heart  ail¬ 
ments  early  on. 

Aniologic.  the  car  logistics 
operator,  was  placed  by 
Cazenove.  the  broker,  at  250p, 
opened  at  2ti3p.  and  after 
touching  a  high  for  the  day  of 
265p  settled  at  264 'ap,  a  pre¬ 
mium  of  I4'ap. 

Shares  in  Synter  Group,  the 
vehicle  distributor,  were 
placed  at  230p  and  after 
briefly  touching  238*2p.  dosed 
with  a  modest  l*2p  premium 
at231lap. 

The  slide  continued  for 
Boris  Homes,  b'ap  down  at 
188 'ap.  That  compares  with 
the  200p  the  shares  were 
placed  at  on  Monday. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  Bond 
prices  extended  this  week's 
gains  as  investors  continued 
switching  out  of  equities, 
outperforming  European  ri¬ 
vals  utith  rises  stretching  to 
almost  £1*2.  Prices  dosed  near 
their  best  of  the  day. 

In  the  futures  pit  the  March 
series  of  the  long  gflt  put  on 
£,5i6  at  £121*2  as  a  total  of 
85.000  contracts  were 
completed. 

In  longs.  Treasury  8  per  cent 
2021  finished  £Isi6  higher  at 
£L2ITs,  while  in  shorts  Trea¬ 
sury  7  per  cent  2002  was  £,332 
better  at  E10I9b. 

□  NEW  YORK:  Stocks  plum¬ 
meted  on  Wall  Street  as  Asia's 
economic  woes  pushed  the 
technology  and  financial  sec¬ 
tors  farther  along  their  three- 
day  downslide.  At  midday  the 
Dow  Jones  industrial  average 

^dqwnjJ7.Qjat7j41tZ8. , 
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Mar  98  . 

103.92 

1D4J8 

1035b 

104-34 

15"040 

Previous  open  Iraeren  238084 

ten  98  - 

103  JS 

103.70 

103l33 

103.73 

391 

German  Govt  Bond  (BoN) 
Pluvious  oven  Iniereu  fflft 

Mar  98  . 
Jun  98  . 

10355 

10357 

IDLS3 

103  Jb 
10X28 

4724 

0 

Italian  Govt  Bond  (BTP) 

Mar  98  . 

11452 

I15JI 

114.75 

1I5J0 

44406 

PreriOM  open  Interest  113794 

Jan  98  - 

11460 

114*0 

11400 

11X73 

KJ 

Japanese  Govt  Bond  (K3B) 

Mar  98  . 
Jun  9*  _ 

13008 

130.13 

12X95 

13009 

129480 

1096 

Three  Mlh  Sterling 

Dec  “7  - 

92JO 

9X31 

9XM 

9X31- 

9808 

Mar  98  . 

92J0 

92J5 

92J0 

913S 

Prevtous  open  intoefl  8Q39U 

ten  98  _ 

9X41 

9X48 

9141 

92.47 

23080 

Three  Mlh  Enroroarfc 

Decor  . 

<403 

9X23 

9625 

422S9 

Prevtoas  open  Interest  19572(5 

MarOS  . 

9609 

96.15 

9609 

961S 

77224 

Three  Mtb  Eurofira 

Dee  97  _ 

9J90 

93.91 

Prevtoas  open  (merest  603262 

Mat  98  . 

94.72 

94.78 

94.70 

9X77 

23883 

Three  Mdi  Eutuswiss 

DOC  97  _ 

9X28 

9X30 

9X36 

Prevtoas  open  Interest  iuSH 

Mat  98  . 

9X18 

9X23 

9Xlb 

98JD 

12462 

Three  Mtti  ECU 

Dec  97  _ 

95.48 

9550 

Prevtajs  open  Imeress  3M05 

Maras  . 

95.42 

9545 

95.41 

9545 

592 

FTSE  100 

Dee  97  _ 

507X0 

50900 

49900 

PtrIoos  open  Interest  67914 

Mar  98  . 

51250 

SI340 

50455 

50000 

3033 
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12 1 


6  mdi 
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Tr-T'm 

7V?1!.  Tr-Tr» 
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r. 

TwVi 

SM 

7"»-7-b 


n/a 

7*ir7V 
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5V". 
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V. 

w 

V. 

v. 
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Amsariam _ 
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Copenhagen _ 

Dublin _ 
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AFTER  the  initial  enthusiasm  late  last  year, 
the  formation  of  LucasVarity  through  die 
merger  of  Lucas  Industries  with  Varity  Corp 
of  the  US  has  failed  to  breathe  new  life  into  the 
shares.  At  IQOp,  they  (anguish  where  they 
were  four  years  ago. 

The  grinding  out  of  inefficiencies,  primarily 
in  tiie  old  Lucas  activities.,is  not  the  stuff  of 
headlines.  Even  though  steady  quarterly 
improvements  have  been  achieved,  the  shares 
have  been  depressed  by  currency  pessimism 
.and  a  feeling  thaf  a  rerating  would  require 
something  dramatic  —  mare  than  the  change 
of  name  Victor  Rice,  the  chief  executive,  had 
been  considering. 

The  sale  of  VarityPeridns  could  be.  the 
catalyst.  It  looks  like  a  good  price  and  leaves 
Mr  Rice  with  a  war  chest  of  up  to  £800 millioin 
to  augment'  the  automotive  and  aerospace 


divisions.  He  will ;  undoubtedly  be  under 
pressure  to  make  sane  .  quick  buys  to 
minimise  the  dilutive  effect  of  the  safe, 
airanged  befbre  the  company  is  even  dose  to 
coveting  its  strategic  review; 

There  was  some  disappointment  yesterday ' 
.  with  tile  news  that  the  electronic  unit  injector 
(ETJI)  diesel  injection  system  will  not  be  put 
into  production  for  Volkswagen:  although  the 
delays  in  announcing  a  firm  goahead  had  led 
analysts,  who  say  the  technology  got  super¬ 
seded.  to  expect  problems.  LucasVarity  says  it 
is  untikely  that  there  will  need  to  be  a 
provision  for  thii  curtailment.. . 

The  shares  hardy  moved  yesterday  and 
will  await  evidence  of  Mr  Rice’s  success  in 
acquisitions.  An  update  on  the  strategy  review 
will  be  at  the  end  of.March.  Bold  until  then, 
unless  a.  big  deal,  is  made  in  the  meantime. 


Racal 


THERE  was  an  audible  sigh 
of  relief  yesterday  when 
Racal  Electronics  confirmed 
its  well-trailed  decisions  to 
sell  the  .  loss-making  Data 
Communications,  division 
and  **position”  Racal 
Telecom  for  flotation. 

The  City  had  been  advis¬ 
ing  Sir  Ernest  Harrison  to 
rid  himself  of  die  burden  of 
the  Florida-based  company 
for  some  time  so  -could 
hardly  complain  when  he 
finally  took  their  advice. 

Uncertainty  remains,  how¬ 
ever.  Sir  Ernest  was  short  on 
detail  yesterday  about  what 
his  hopes  are  for  the  sale  or 
how.  a  flotation  could  turn 
out  That  inevitably  meaqs 
that  the  shares  at  tins  mo¬ 
ment  remain  a  tat  of  a  punt 
until  more  hard  information 
becomes  available.  If  as 
many  have'  been  suggesting, 
Racal  is  worth  mare  man  the 


sum  of  its  parts  then.it  is 
relatively  easy  to  get  to  a  £3 
share  price. 

The  company  was  able  to 
point  to  strong  and  improv¬ 
ing  performance  in. every¬ 
thing  from  defence  radar . 
and  avionics  to  instrumenta¬ 
tion  and  recording/ 'V 
.  A  few  cynical  voices  could : 
be  heard  in  the  analyst 
community  last  night  on  the 


exact  provenance  .  of  tins 
year’s  £100  million  bf  opera¬ 
tional  profit  from  continuing 
businesses. . 

!.  Sir  Ernest  is  known  as  a 
proud  and  rather  stubborn 
man  and.  he  is. probably 
worth  an.eacbway  bet  on 
bring  able  to  sort  out  tire 
mess  or  as  he  pals  it 
release  more  shareholder 
value  —  before  he  bows  out. 


LETS  DEMERGE  AGAIN 


Dob  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jim  -  Jul  ' Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Doc 


Harvey  Nichols 


THE  Bollinger  corks  that 
flew  into  the  air  when  Har¬ 
vey  Nichols  floated  last  year 
are  now  returning  back  to 
earth  to  batter  the  heads  of 
those  who  imagined  they 
were  buying  into  a  classier 
version  of  Marks  &  Spencer. 

This  year  the  shares  have 
fallen  from  a  high  of  352p 
and  yesterday's  news  of  a 
modest  uplift  in  pre-tax  prof¬ 
its  to  £6  million  from  £5.5 
million  in  the  six  months  to 
September  left  the  stock 
another  231zp  lower  at  193p. 

The  company  has  now  lost 
about  a  third  of  its  market 
value  since  flotation,  as  it 
became  an  unlikely  victim  of 
the  soaring  pound  because  of 
heavy  dependence  on  the 
tourist  trade. 

But  with  the  shares  trading 
at  just  13  times  forecast 
earnings,  -  the  drop  looks 
overdone:  London  tourists 
may  have  taken  the  fizz  out  of 
the  results  this  time,  but  the 
scope  for  homegrown  success 
is  substantial  The  Leeds 


store  has  proved  a  success, 
which  bodes  wefl  for  plans  to 
open  in  Glasgow.  Newcastle . 
or  Manchester  are  next  on 
the  map. 

In  the  short  term  the  staff 
at  the  flagship  Knightsbridge 
store  must  gnn  and  bear  it  as 
-tourists  walk  out  the  doors 
holding  nothing  else  but  their 
cameras  —  and  rely  on  a 
blockbuster  January  sale  to 
relieve  the  pain. 

But  still,  its  restaurants 
rake  in  money  and  with  the 
waiting  list  reaching  six 
weeks  at  times  the  success 
shows  few  signs  of  sfowing. 
There  is  still  much  to  prove, 
but  the  shares  have  now  lost' 
their  hype  premium. 


Parkland 


WHAT  is  happening  at  Park¬ 
land  Group?  This  used  to  be 
a  boring  old  Bradford  wool¬ 
len  company.  But  under  chief 
executive  Bryan  Ladder  it  has 
taken  on  some  big  ideas  for 
expansion  —  building  a  mas¬ 
sive  new  spinning  plant  in 
Nottingham;  and  yesterday  it 


emerged  that  it  was  involved 
in .a  A$28  million  (£11  million} 
wool-spinning  joint  venture 
:  in  Australia: 

This  spinning  venture 
might  be  a  surprise  to  share¬ 
holders,  as  the  deal  was  an¬ 
nounced  in  Australia  yester¬ 
day  morning  but  failed  to 
appear  on  the  Stock  Ex¬ 
changed  Company  Informa¬ 
tion  Service.  Also  sharehold¬ 
ers  might  wonder  how  much 
the  £16  million  Nottingham 
project  is  really  costing  —  as 
there  are  rumours,  denied  by 
the  company,  of  it  being  up  to 
£4  million  over  budget.  : 

There  are  Suggestions  in 
the  City:  that  it  might  be  Mr 
Ladder’s  folly  given  his.  ob¬ 
session  with  high-technology 
investment  being  the  way  to 
beat  low-cost  producers  from 
tiie  Fhr  East. 

However  the  market  is  not 
all  that  convinced.  It  has 
marked  down  the  shares 
sharply  this  week,  leaving 
them  at  I45p  compared  with 
more  than  2X)p  earlier  this 
year.  These  shares  have  fur¬ 
ther  to  fall. ' 


Australia 


I -4999-1 -5010 

Austria  - 12.47-12-48 

Belgium  (Corn) - 3&58-36A2 

Canada -  1A365-1A2TO 

Denmark -  1.7735-1.7740 

Prance - 5.9995^.9415 

Germany -  1.7732-1.7736 

Hong  Kong -  7.7490-7.7500 

Ireland - 1.4560-1.4610 


Italy. 


Japan 


Malaysia 


Netherlands 
Norway  ___ 

Portugal 


Singapore . 
Spain 


Sweden 


Switzerland  ~ 


17342*4-1737.84 
_  1 29.68-1 29-73 
3.7550-17 6SO 
_  1 .9980-1 J990 
_  7.2240-7.2314 

-  181-24- l&J  .34 
!  .6325-1.6345 

-  149.92-149.97 

-  7.7719-7.7795 
_  1.4360-1.4370 


Argentina  peso- - 14538-1.6565 

Australia  dollar _ 


Cyprus  pound  _ 

Finland  martdea 

Greece  dractuna _ _ 

Hong  Kong  dollar - I2£I92-I222*7 

India  rupee - 04.47-6S.77 

Indonesia  rupiah - n/a 


Kuwait  dinar  KD - O499WL510S 


Malaysia  ringgit  - 621194^303 

New  ZealanadoDar  -  2.7687-2.7719 


Pakistan  rupee . 


Saudi  Arabia  dytri 
Singapore  dollar  _ 


71.35  Buy 


5.962S-6D975 
2.7006-2.7048 

S  Africa  rand  (com) - &015D&I84O 

U  a  E  dlrtaun - U)iSOe.i5lo 

BardajM  Trrasury  *  Lkyds  Bank 
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Baa 

BAT  Inds 
BG 
BOC 
BP 
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BTR 
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IJOO 

42XD 
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1.4CD 

11.100 

20.100 

2X100 

52500 


Bk  of  Scot  1,400 
Barclays  iOQO 
Bass  (JOT 
Billhon  ajoo 
Blue  Circle  3JCO 
Boots  1,400 

BAe  892 

BA  SJOO 

British  Land  1.100 
Brit  Sreel  0^00 
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Cadbury  2.700 
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HaVS  429 
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UoydsTSB  4JOO 
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Narrower  2JOO 
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PowerGen  1.900 
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Rennridl  2,100 
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storm  subsides 


Asian  turmoil 
contains 
‘long-term’ 
lessons  about 
flexibility 
for  Brown 


ANNUAL  PREMCnONS  SCORECARD 


AHEfBCWenOWlH  WAS  STRONGS?  THAN 
I  EXPECTED  WHILE  BRTOUN  WAS  SUGHIUT  WEAKER 
I  {G«a<lomo»ticpfDflut*-tf»rTeily  pwcontagB^g  ' 
•  •  finWfft.  arnuatead)  •  ~\  ■ 


OOUAB  WAS  TOE  WORLD* 
•  STRONGEST  CURRENCY .  _ 

-  (tanuaryZ  1SS7-IOO] 


MARK  WAS  THE  WEAKEST 
(January  JS97-  300] 
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Ghristmasseemstobe. 
coming  earlier  every 
yw.  unless  you  hap¬ 
pen.  to  own  a.  shop  on " 
Britain’s  surprisingly  deserted 
high  streets.  Hard-pressed  re¬ 
tailers  have  been  finding  out  - 
the  hard  way  not  to  put  too 
much  trust  in  CSty  ..economic 
forecasts.  The  -  ’’consume' 
boom"  anticipated  by  so  many 
r ,  economic  commentators  has., 
y  turned  put  to  be  neither  a 
r  bonanza  nor,  as  one  of  die 
City's  most  pamineht  forecast¬ 
ers  predicted,  exactly  a  year 
ago.  an  inflationary  “night¬ 
mare"  —  just  a  damp  squib. 
My  reason  for  raising  this  . 
touchy  subject  is  not  (yet)  to 
pour  scorn  an  some  of -my. 
colleagues  in  fee  crystaFbafl 
busings.  It  -is  simply  tn  ex¬ 
plain  the  apparently  prema-1 
ture  timing  of  this  article. 

Since  this  is  my  last  Eoo- 
nomic  View  before  Christmas, 
it  must  as  usual,  be  derated  to 
reviewing  the'  financial  aryt 
economic  predictions  I  made 
in  January  for  1997.  One  of  the  . 
unforeseen  advantages  of  sud- 
cumbing  to  fondly  pressure 
and  taking  an  extra  week’s 
holiday  in  December  is  that 
this  premature  review  of  1997 
can  also  took  forward  a  bit  to 
the  remaining  days  eftheyear 
—  a  period  that  could  be  as 
momentous  as  an  in  jiving 
memory  for  the  financial mar¬ 
kets.;  \  --  ‘ . 

Letns  begfru  tiien.  by  seeing  - 
how  this  month's  key  events  — 
foe  collapse  of  Asia  and  foe. 
financial  sabffisattpnpecfcage . 
due  next  week  in  Japan  — 
relate  to  the  forecasts. madp 
here  a  year  agtvJapan,  pres5 
sured  by  events  in  foe  rest  of.  - 
Asia  as  much  as  ' by  dm. 
meltdown  in  its  own  financial 
system,  seems  finalfy  tD  be  on  . 
the  brink,  of  a  gigantic  poScy 
U-turn. 

A  government  fifat.  had- 
II  threatened  to  destroy  theJapa- 
■  nese  economy  with  its  pro: 
Keynesian  war  against  public 
borrowing  seems  finally  to  be 
on  the. point  of  capitulation. 
Ryutaro  Hastenoto,"  foe  - 
Prime  Minister,  is  preparing  . 
to.  throw  hundreds  of  biBkns.-': 
of  dollars  of  public  money  at 
Japan’s  bank  depositors  and  - 
consumers.  .Whatever  foe 
numbers  officially  attached  to. 
next  wedk*  amwun«nienis. 
the  final  cost  is  bound  to  be 
much  higher  and  will  proba¬ 
bly  result  in  a  doubling  of 
Japan’S  net  national  debt  The  • 
result  should. be. a  massive, 

•  stimulus  tordontestiirdeiiEand 1 
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LONG-TERM  INTEREST  RATES 
DECUNED  INSTEAD  OF,  “SOARING* 
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0  in  Japan  and.  eventually,  a 
■’  reboundby  the  yen  and  the 


Tokyo  stock  market.  For  d» 
world  as  a  whole,  an  economic 
recoveiy  in  Japan  could  wefl 
outweigh  the  depressing,  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  criris  m  the  rest  of 
Asia,  as  well  as.  making  it 
much  easier,  for  Asian  nations 


to  help- themselves.  7V>what 
extent  were  such  momentous 
.  events  anticipated  ayear  agd? 
Tfebad  news  (for  any  readers 
rash  enough  to  follow  this 
column*  guidance)  is  that 
,1997  was  fitefrrsr  year  since 
1994  m  which  I  did  not  pour 
scorn  on  foe  fud  managers 
who  were  pouring  money  into 
Hong  Kong  and  other  Asian 
markets.  !  did  return  to  Asia- 
basbing  ia  late-  August,' when 
foe  Hang  Seng  index  wps  stiff 
wfrbmSpercem/ofTts  peak. 
Nevertheless.  the  omission  of 
any  bearish  comments  -  on 
merging  Asia  was  certainly  a 
black-mark  against  my  Janu-t 
aiy.forecasL  •, , 

>  Or  Japan,  by  Contrast,  last 
January*  analysis  was  about 
r^hL-I  sajdtbatfoe  Japanese . 
economy  was  posed  for  recov¬ 
ery ,  if  and  only  if  tiie  Mmistiy 
of  finance  abandoned  its  poli¬ 
cy  of  fecal. ham  kin.  If  foe 
pfoiraed  fiscaltightening  went 
ahead  “titeeamomywould  foil 
bade  imp  recession,  parte  of 
foe  !  financial  system,  would 
collapse  and  foe  stock  market 
would  crasfrback  to  its  1995 
low-.(tffaifoStfod  last  mbnfo), 
;IL  .on  foe  ofoer  hand,  “foe 
bureaucrats  relented,  the  yen 
would  stabilise  fo  tbeY12D  to 
Y130  .range  and  the  stock 
market  could  jump  by  20  or  30 
percent".  .  ,-7 

My  big  mistake  was  in 
«pectiiig  the  Japanese  to  see 
reason  before  they  were  actu¬ 
ally  stnxk  .by  disaster.  The 
Japanese  have  again-justified 
their  reputation  for  inflexibil¬ 
ity  anti  narrowwrfndcdness  — 
ah  symptoms  of  the  determ-  ' 
inatiao  and  ~lcnig-tennisin" 
beloved  by  Cordon.  Brown. 
Bat  pdwfotfxeflatiooaiyinear 
sores  do  seem  to  be.  on  the 
horizon,  foe  markets  inay 
finally  vmdicafe  last January* 
unhdpfuDy  paradoxical  pre¬ 
diction:  -“Tokyo  shares  are 


likely  to  fall  sharply  or  to  rise 
sharply—  or  quite  possibly  to 
do  both".  .- 

.  On  tiie  other  main  stock 
markets,  foe  year*  forecasts 
were  equally  a  curate*  egg. 
Taken  in isolation,  my  mam 
prediction  that  Wall  Street 
.  (alongwifo  London)  was  in  for 
ayear  of  directionless  trading 
was  obviously  wrong.  A  minor 
mitigation  was  my  insistence 
that  foe  widdy  feared  crash  an. 
Wall  Street  remained  the  least 
likely  prospect,  since  shares 
were^only  modestly  overval¬ 
ued  with  the1  Dow  Jones 
industrial  average  at  6.600. 1 
also  added  in -last  January's 
prediction  that  a  “more  dra- 


Jeremiahs 
who  predicted 
a  dangerously 
inflationary 
boom  were 
proved  wrong 


mafic*  alternative  was  pos¬ 
sible  far  Wall  Street  with 
another  big  gain  of  20per  cent 
OK  so  followed,,  after  the  sumr 
mpr.byan  equally  sharpfafl. 
Once  it  became  apparent  that 
the.  bull  market  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  roove  higher.  I 
1  pointed  fois  put  m  an  article 
on  fois  page  on  February  18 
and  studefondyto  this  bullish 
opinion,  until  finally  turning 
bearish,  fcrfoe  first  time  since 
1994,  in  mid-July.  .  - 
Although  foe  savage  sdl-off 
on  October:  27  did  seem  to 
justify  iny  Cameroon -to  .foe 
bearish  camp,  foe  bulls  have 
proved  fair  more  resilient  than 
I  had  expected.  In  fact,  al- 
foough-foe  Dow  peaked  at 


&259  on  August  6  and 
London*  FIFE  100  index 
peaked  on  October  8  at  5330, 
the  best  indicator  of  conditions 
on  Wall  Street,  tire  Standard  & 
Prior*  Composite,  managedto 
beat  rts  August  record,  albeit 
by  a  tiny  margin,  as  recently 
as  last  Friday  (December  5). 
Happily  for  the  bears,  though, 
stock  markets  around  the 
world  have  retreated  decisive¬ 
ly  -since  then,  partly  under 
pressure  from  events  in  Korea, 
With  almost  three  weeks  to  go 
before  foe  end  of  the  year, 
there  may  be  no  chance  of 
equity  prices  returning  to  any¬ 
where  near  the  level  of  6,600 
on  the  Ddw,  at  which  they 
staftfi”  1997;  but  they  could  " 
still  lose  a  considerable 
amount  of  their  20  per  cent 
gain... 

Turning  now  to  my  other 
main  financial  predictions,  it 
is  easier  to  make  some  dear 
assessments.  Continuing  a 
pattern  established  over  foe 
past  eight  years,  the  best  calls 
were  on  currencies  while  the 
worst  ones  were  on  bonds.  On 
.  currencies,  I  correctly  predict¬ 
ed  that  the  dollar  would 
straijgfoai  against  aB-comers. 
Sterling  would  run  a  dose 
second  but  would  have  troube 
breaking  above  $1.70,  a- level 
which,  m  fact,  foe  pound  has 
in  fact  tested  without  success 
three  times  this  year.  I  also 
said  that  the  worid*  weakest 
currency  would  be  the  mark, 
that  foe  yen  .would  stabilise 
between  Y120  and  Y130,  and 
defied  conventional  wisdom 
by  suggesting  that  the  mark 
would  weaken  even  against 
the  "friendless  Swiss  franc". 

Sadly,  this  good  hick  on 
currencies  was  offset  by  my 
egregious  husjudgment  on 
bonds.  Long-term  interest 
rates,  instead  of  “soaring",  as  I 
expected,  have  fallen  all  over 
the  world  —  and  especially  in 


THE  Corporation  of  London 
foe  Tham^nk  2000,  foe-£750 

million  ^ ^  cross-London  project, 
claiming  It  will  cause  huge 
disruption  to  CSty  commuters 
while  bringmg  fewbenefilsto 
anyone  except  those  keen  to 
travel  from  Southend  to  East- . 
A'  bourne.  The  Cmparidfon 
v  wants  a  public  inquiry,  while 
the  public  has  unto  foe  -imdcBe 

of  January  to  make  any  vfows 

known.  Reaction  promises  to 
be  vociferous  —  a  leaflet  top.-, 
at  Moorgate  prompted  a  hngr 
response  from  passengers.  ’  V 


:  All  theaboveisfad.  Where 
.wenmintodifficuhytetrying 
to  assess  just  wfoaf  tiie  damage 
will  be  once  next -summer* 
....  public. inqitiiy  waves  foe  .fine 
throi^h.  (You'  didn’t  think 
foere  could  be  any  ofoer 
outcome,  did  you?)  Over- 
ground  serrioes  from  Bedford- 
.  jfoire  and  Hertfordshire  into 
Mqoqpug  wfll  certainly  be 


somewhere  in 


main  question  is  over 
RafltraA  has  foe 
to  xtose  Ate statical  for  95 
lb  months  depend- 
which  document  you 
V  ■  r*'-  ■  ■ 


send  juvenile  runners  around 
the  big  merchant  banks  with 
mobile  phones  to  relay  orders 
to  headquarters:  This  was,  the 
system  that  almost  came  to  the 
stock  market  earlier  this  year. 
“Couldn't  float  it.  now  they 
can’t  even  work  the  thing," 
was  my  cabbie’s  response. 


French  leave 


I' I 'I 
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company 

.  which  raises  foe 

q&sfbn.  why  It  needs  tiie  right 
Htfoe ^ce.  .^acfcfriars 
weeks — or 
perhaps^es^  At, other  times 
dwmgr  'kxfostoxtoxn  at  foe 
*tatksi:fiye  per  datpS trains 
wfll  be:  stopped  ^hort  at 
.  Elephaar  &  Castle  perhaps: 
Oh, arid  Rmltradtprbnases  to 
keep  ‘  disruption  te  a  mim- 
mum-F^whaifoat*  wotQl  : 


will  to  All'Men,”  it  starts ,  be- 
■  fare  going  on  to  consider  the . 
’  Jneohnenf  of  goodwiH  and  in r- 
tangtble  assets.  How  festive. 
Except  that  it  is  swiftly  fal¬ 
lowed  by  a  retraction.  It  seems 
'"Peace  on  Earth . . .“  contains 
an  error.  Tlease  disregard 
the  previous  version.r  'Ajqi  a 
rotten  Christmas  to  yon,  too. 


Flag  down 


“Wfeeretbere’scaript 
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IF  YOU  found  your  trip  to  and 
from  lunch  in  foe  Crfy  evs} 
moreirksome  thanusual  yes¬ 
terday,  I  can  teD  yoir  why. 
CovnpufarCab.tiwcentafeed 
booking  system  used  .by 
Londcu  cabbies  foat  allows 
big  users  ,  to  summon  cabs 
rfedrcmicalfy, ..  collapsed,  and 
its  operators. /were  forced  to 


THE  toture  of  the  Grosveoor 
House  Hotel  is  made  ho  dear- 
er  tins  week  by  the  departure 
.  of  Peter  French,  foe  high-pro¬ 
file  general  manager.  Ever 
since  foe  Exclusive  hotel  was 
officially  taken  off-lbe  market 
earher  fois  year,  Granada  has 
been  working  behind  the 
scales  to  persuade  would-be 
buyers  to  hand  over  some  £350 
mflHon.  Latest  indications  are 
Of  a  two-horse  race  between 
the  Emir  cti  Qatar  and  a  Hong 
Kong-listed  conglomerate. 

.A  Forte  mole  assures  me 
French*  exit  has  no  implica¬ 
tions  for  the  sale.  “Nothing 
has  changed.  If  somebody 
came  up  with  a  finis  offer  at 
foe  right  price,  we’d  consider 
h,  but  Peters  departure  has  no 
HddwunessageJV  ,  -. 


Bond  film.  Tomorrow  Never 
Pies  opens  in  the  UK  today 
and  it  seems  foe  film  and  its 
moronic  predecessors  feature 
huge  puffs  for  Bollinger,  ftee. 
unUsually  in  these  days  of 
inoduct  placement,  deals.  Now 
LVMH.  which  makes  Veuve 
Clicquot  among  others,  is  of¬ 
fering  to  pay  for  use  of  its 
champagne  in  future  films. 
No  chance,  it  seems.  Ghislain 
de  Montgolfier,  who  now  runs 
the  house  of  Bollinger,  com¬ 
ments:  “We  are  great  and  efld 
friends  of  the  producers  of  the 
Bond  films,  and  particularly 
the  late  Cubby  Broccoli. 
There*  never  been  any  ques¬ 
tion  of  Bollinger  paying." 


Martin  Waller 


Bollywood 

WAR  has  broken  out  between 
the  LVMH  and  Bollinger. 
champagne  dynasties  over,  of 
all  things,  foe.  new  James 


Tomorrow  never  dies 
for  Pierce  Brosnan 
and  a  bottie  of  bubbly 
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Myerson  must  close 
unstable  door  before 
Liberty  horse  bolts 


It  is.  once  again,  a  trying 
time  fin-  liberty*  “ordi¬ 
nary"  shareholders  — 
those  that  cannot  claim  any 
connection  with  Arthur  Lasen- 
by  Liberty,  the  department 
store*  founder,  and  who  do  not 
harbour  any  ambitions  to  “re¬ 
lease  shareholder  value"  by 
turfing  Cart  tiie  chairman. 

For  whatever  the  eventual 
consequences  of  yesterday* 
vote  to  remove  Denis  Cassidy 
as  chairman,  it  is  bard  to  see 
Liberty  being  able  to  sustain 
any  degree  of  corporate  stabO- 
iwforlong.Themake-iq)Of  the 
snare  register  —  spfit  between 
passionate  bat.  divided  family 
shareholders,  financiers  on  tiie 
make,  and  weak  and  uninter¬ 
ested  TnOTnifinaal  holdings  — 
is  a  redpe  for  continued  squab¬ 
bling  over  the  future  and 
direction  of  the  business. 

Tbe  appointment  of  Brian 
Myerson  and  Odile  Griffith  to 
foe  board  can  only  delay  the 
solution  of  liberty*  biggest 
problem  —  how  to  improve  hs 

landmark  store  on  the  comer  of 

Regent  Street  and  Great  Marl¬ 
borough  Street  Like  Staple  Inn 
Hail,  the  London  venue  for 
yesterday’s  extraordinary 
meeting  of  shareholders,  the 
present  neo-Tudor  store  is  hot. 
crowded  and  difficult  to  move 
around. 

Mr  Myerson  and  Ms  Grif¬ 
fith  readily  accept  the  board* 
argument  that  “doing  nothing 
is  not  an  option”  However, 
with  tiie  possibility  of  tbe 
resignations  of  Ian  Thomson, 
Liberty*  managing  director, 
ami  Andrew  Gaiety,  finance 
director,  aksig  with  those  of  the 
company*  City  advisers,  then- 
first  task  must  be  to  try  to  put 
an  end  to  tiie  uncertainty  and 
confusion. 

Friction  between  Liberty* 
shareholders  and  directors  has 
become  a  familiar  pattern  since 
Mr  Myerson  first  appeared  on 
the  scene  in  the  summer  of 


the  market  I  singled  out  for  the 
biggest Jump  in  yields,  Italy.  I 
misunderstood  the  new-found 
ability  of  Italy  to  maintain  a 
stable  government,  as  wefi  as 
the  extraorindaiy  competitive¬ 
ness  of  its  industry,  which 
allowed  the  country  to  tolerate 
a  savage  fiscal  deflation  with 
only  a  minor  economic  down¬ 
turn.  '  I  also  thought  that 
Germany  would  fight  harder 
to  keep  Italy  out  of  EMU. 

Mare  broadly,  I  again  un¬ 
derestimated  foe  strength  of 
global  disinflationary  forces. 
Even  though  I  was  rightabout 
tiie  economic  expansions  in 
America.  -  Germany  and 
France  all  being  slightly  stron¬ 
ger  than  consensus  forecasts, 
tins  growth  put  no  upward 
pressure  on  either  inflation  or 
interest  rates.  The  question  of 
whether  such  benign  trends 
can  continue  1  will  leave  to  the 
predictions  for  next  year. 

Turning  finally  to  Britain, 
the  forecasts  were  dose 
enough.  Britain  was  tiie  stron¬ 
gest  economy  in  the  G7,  but 
the  Jeremiahs  who  predicted  a 
dangerously  inflationary  con¬ 
sumer  boom  did  prove  wrong. 
Fiscal  policy  was  tightened 
under  Labour;  the  drvidend 
imputation  system  was  abol¬ 
ished;  and  the  pound  did  move 
back  into  its  old  ERM  zone  fin 
fact  of  course,  if  went  mudi 
.  higher  than  I  dared  to  imag¬ 
ine).  My  main  error  was  to 
suggest  that  tiie  modest  fiscal 
tightening  expected  under 
Labour  “would  be  enough  to 
keep  base  rates  at  7  per  cent  or 
below".  In  fact  of  course,  the 
Bank  of  England  has  pushed 
rates  up  to  725  per  cent  I  do, 
however,  feel  more  confident 
than  ever  that  interest  rates  i 
are  uhfikdy  to  rise  above  tins  1 
level  for  a  long  time  to  come. 
Further  predictions,  for  what  I 
they  are  worth,  should  appear 
in  this  column  on  January  9.  . 


Paul  Durman 

looks  at  the 
squabbling  over 
the  future  and 
direction  of  the 
store’s  business 


1991.  Mr  Myerson.  the  South 
African  investor  who  controls  a 
16.9  per  cent  stake  in  liberty, 
has  led  the  attack  on  Mr 
Cassidy,  just  as  he  previously 
led  tiie  attack  on  foe  previous 
management  team  that  includ¬ 
ed  Oliver  and  Richard  Stewart- 
Liberty.  Five  years  ago.  Mr 
Myerson  railed  against  the 
“pedestrian"  family  manage¬ 
ment  Now  the  Stewart-Uber- 
tys,  headed  by  their  step¬ 
mother  Elizabeth,  are  his  allies 
in  this  latest  putsch. 

The  impressions  created  are 
that  Mr  Myerson  chooses  his 
friends  according  to  expedience 
and  that  tbe  Stewart-Liberfys 
are  reluctant  to  let  go  of  “their” 
company.  As  Mr  Cassidy  and 
his  liberty  colleagues  have 
repeatedly  suggested  in  recent 
weeks,  this  does  not  look  like 
the  basis  of  a  stable  and 
continuing  relationship. 

Hie  family  have  disowned 
any  intention  to  resume  a 
management  role.  But  doubts 
linger.  When  Mr  Myerson 
forced  him  off  the  board  two 
years  ago.  Oliver  Stewart-Lib- 
erty  is  said  to  have  told  his 
supporters:  “Don’t  worry,  well 
be  back." 

.  Mr  Myerson.  reasonably 
enough,  would  like  to  show  a 
profit  (xi  an  investment,  cur¬ 
rently  worth  £13.5  million,  that 
he  has  had  tied  up  far  six  years. 
Few  doubt  that  the  family  care 
about  liberty*  business  in  a 


way  that  Mr  Myerson  would 
find  unimaginable.  Whether 
they  know  what  is  needed  to 
return  it  to  prosperity,  and 
whether  they  are  prepared  for 
his  solutions,  is  another  matter. 

To  the  obvious  irritation  of 
some  investors,  Mr  Myerson 
and  Ms  Griffith,  adviser  to 
Mrs  Stewart-Iiberty,  refused  to 
set  out  their  plans  yesterday  or 
to  stale  what  relevant  experi¬ 
ence  they  might  be  able  to  offer 
Liberty  on  bong  appointed  to 
foe  board.  As  one  said:  “It* 
quite  unacceptable  that  Mr 
Myerson  and  Ms  Griffith 
should  decline  to  say  whal  their 
proposals  are  for  this  company 
or  indeed  what  they  know 
about  retailing." 

The  Myerson/Stewart-Liber- 
ty  concert  party  has  made  sane 
minor  criticisms  about  the  lade 
of  progress  m  liberty*  results 
since  Mr  Cassidy  took  over  as 
chairman  in  April  1995. 

But  foe  main  reason  for  their 
losing  confidence  in  Mr 
Cassidy  is  supposed  to  be  the 
£43  million  cost  of  redeveloping 
tbe  Regent  Street  store.  The 
facts  are  disputed:  Mr 
Myerson  seemed  to  be  quite 
comfortable  with  a  £40  million 
redevelopment  earlier  tills 
summer. 


For  all  Mr  Myerson*  ac¬ 
tivity,  Liberty*  share 
price  today  is  little  differ¬ 
ent  to  what  it  was  when  he 
started  buying  the  shares  six 
years  ago. 

The  simplest  solution,  which 
would  also  put  an  end  to  the 
warring,  would  be  to  accept  an 
offer  from  one  of  the  interested 
purchasers  recently  solicited  by 
Barings.  Although  Mr  Cassidy 
said  several  expressions  of 
interest  have  been  received,  Mr 
Myerson  and  die  Stewart-Lib- 
ertys  have  said  selling  the 
company  now  would  be  “whol¬ 
ly  inappropriate”  and  “fll-can- 


More  savers  to  face  tax  than  government  figures  suggest 


From  Mr.  W.  R.  Whittle 


with  several  different 
managers. 

May  1  suggest  that  next  time 
you  refer  to  the  number  of 
people  adversely  affected,  you 
mention  that  this  will  be  much 
higher  due  to  National  Sav¬ 
ings.  friendly  society  invest¬ 
ments  and  other  tax-free 
investments  being  included  in 
the  limit  I  suspect  that  the 


Sir,  In  “Commentary".  De¬ 
cember  3.  you  refer  to  the 
Government*,  now  •  re¬ 
duced.  figures.  ..  . 

It  may  be  impossible  to 
quantify  the  number  of 
people  with  Peps  to  the  value 
of  more  than  £50,000  due  to 
individuals  having  them 


total  will  be  sufficient  to  tiie 
eledoralfy  significant 
No  one  seems  to  have  even 
suspected  that  National  Sav¬ 
ings  would  be  included,  as 
those  have  always  been  totally 
separate  for  tax  purposes. 
Yours  faithfully. 

W.R.  WHITTLE, 

23  Hastan  Crescent, 

KinnouH.  Perth. 


Airport  priorities 


From  Sir  Terence  Conran 


Sir.  I  am  delighted  that  Simon 
Sperryn  has  highlighted  the 
pressures  on  foe  UK*  air 
transport  system  {letter,  De¬ 
cember  9).  However,  if  BAA* 
considerable  energy  and  ex¬ 


pertise  were  focused  on  run¬ 
ning  air  terminals  rather  than 
shopping  centres,  the  com¬ 
pany  could  clear  out  its  retail 
tenants.  In  releasing  this 
space,  foe  overcrowding  prob¬ 
lems  would  disappear,  but  so 
would  most  of  BAA*  profits. 

This  is,  of  course,  the  dilem¬ 
ma  created  by  this  particular 


privatisation.  Was  BAA  ex¬ 
pected  to  run  tbe  nation*  air 
terminals  efficiently,  or  was  it 
privatised  to  make  as  much 
money  as  possible  out  of  some 
legal  loopholes? 

Yours  faithiuDy. 

SIR  TERENCE  CONRAN, 
Shad  Thames. 
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Midland 


The  Listening  Bank 


Above  average  interest 
from  Midland 


TESSA 

7.75%  Tax  Free 

FOifow  up  TESSA 

7.7594  T; 

ix  Free 

Exchequer 

Annual  Interest 

Exchequer 

Annual  Interest 

90  Day  Notice 

Gross  H 

Net* 

30  Day  Notice 

Gross  X 

Net  94 

Up  to  £10,000 

6JJ0 

4.80 

Up  to  £5,000 

425 

3.40 

.  EIOJWH- 

620 

436 

£5,000+ 

4.75 

330 

£25,000+ 

6.40 

5.12 

£10,000+ 

5.00 

430 

£50,000+ 

6.50 

520 

£25,000+ 

530 

4.40 

£100,000+ 

6.70 

536 

£50,000+ 

6.00 

430 

£250,000+ 

BBS 

5.48 

Monthly  Interest 

Monthly  Interest 

Gross* 

Net* 

Gross  94 

Net  94 

Up  to  £10,000 

5.85 

4.68 

Up  to  £5,000 

4.17 

333 

£10,000+ 

6.04 

433 

£5,000+ 

4.65 

3.72 

£25.000+ 

622 

4.97 

£10,000+ 

439 

331 

£50,000+ 

632 

5.05 

£25.000+ 

537 

429 

£100,000+ 

631 

520 

£50,000+ 

5u85 

4.68 

£250,000+ 

6.65 

532 

Meridian  Savings 

Gross  % 

Net* 

Saver  Pius 

Gross  94 

Net  94 

(Instant  Access) 

(Instant  Access) 

Up  to  £10,000 

435 

3.72 

Up  to  £5.000 

421 

336 

£10.000+ 

439 

331 

£5,000+ 

4.70 

3.76 

£25,000+ 

537 

429 

£10.000+  . 

434 

335 

£50,000+ 

535 

4.68 

£25,000+ 

5.43 

434 

£50.000+ 

532 

4.73 

These  rates  are  effective  from  5  January  1998 


Gross:  The  rate  before  the  deduction  of  tax  applied  to  interest  on  savings. 

Met  The  rate  after  the  deduction  of  tax  applied  to  interest  on  savings. 

Tax  Free:  Tax  free  means  that  tiie  interest  is  free  of  tax  applied  to  interest  on  savings. 

Rates  variable 


Midland  Bank  pk,  27-32  Poultry,  London  K2P  2BX, 


,  MonfwHSBC&wp 
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Adaptec  and  Eutelstat  head  for  satellite/ PC  link 


By  Raymond  Snoddy 
MEDIA  EDITOR 

ADAPTEC,  the  California  commun¬ 
ications  rechnolgy  company,  yester¬ 
day  signed  an  agreement  with 
Eutelsat,  the  European  satellite  org¬ 
anisation,  which  will  bring  closer  the 
day  when  vast  quantities  of  data  are 
broadcast  directly  to  PCs. 

Eutelsat  has  ordered  the  first  batch 
of  Satellite  Express  PC  receiver  cards. 


which  will  enable  the  full  text  of  a 
broadsheet  newspaper  to  be  “squirt¬ 
ed"  down  to  a  PC  in  a  few  seconds. 
The  cards,  which  are  likely  to  cost 
less  than  $300  (£1801.  are  expected  to 
be  available  from  November. 

Eutelsat  explained  that  it  was 
already  delivering  information- digi¬ 
tally  by  satellite  for  clients  such  as  the 
Paris.bourse,  and  said  the  new  cards 
were  the  first  to  be  fully  compatible 
with  the  international  standard  on 


digital  data  broadcasting.  Adaptec 
expects  data  satellite  broadcasting  to 
begin  to  take  off  in  1998  although 
business,  rather  than  residential  use, 
is  likely  to  come  first. 

Digital  data  broadcasting,  Adaptec 
believes,  can  offer  enormous  savings 
over  other  forms  of  data  delivery. 
Adaptec  says  that  to  send  the  amount 
of  information  on  a  CD-Rom  to 
10.000  people  would  take  two  days 
and  cost  §2-7  million.  The  same 


cost 


information  over  the  most 
cated  business  lines  would  stil 
$3,000. 

To  reach  10.000  users  by  satellite , 
the  company  claims,  would  involve  a 
marginal  cost  of  £25- 

Eutdsat  is  ordering  the  first  batch¬ 
es  of  the  receiver  cards  from  Adaptec 
to  get  the  market  going  but  then 
expects  increasing  competition  to 
develop  to  force  the  price  down. 

Adaptec  hopes  that  business  users 


will  come  forward  for  the  system, 
users  such  as  supermarket  groups 
which  need  to  update  prices  nation¬ 
wide  every  day. 

Individual  PC  users  can  leave  the 
system  on  all  the  time  without 
incurring  telephone  charges  and 
have  the  top  80  or  so  Internet  sites 
regularly  broadcast  to  them.  They 
can  then  call  up  the  information 
delivered  to  the  computer  memory  in 
“real  time". 


Shares  rise 
at  Triplex 
as  talks  are 

confirmed 


ADBAN  SHEHRATT 


By  George  Sivell 


SHARES  in  Triplex  Lloyd,  the 
West  Midlands  engineer,  rose 
from  229  l2p  to  263 'zp  yester¬ 
day  after  the  company  admitt¬ 
ed  that  it  was  in  takeover  talks. 

Triplex  sard  rhe  approach 
valued  it  at  about  2S0p  a  share, 
or  £ISto  million.  The  company 
said  it  had  signed  a  confidenti¬ 
ality  agreement  with  the  poten¬ 
tial  bidder  and  would  not  be 
giving  any  Further  details. 

This  week  Triplex  had  de¬ 
nied  it  was  in  takeover  talks 
with  Doncasters,  the  Midlands 
engineer,  or  indeed  anyone. 

Even  before  yesterday's 
surge  rhe  shares  were  standing 
at  a  five-year  high  despite  a 
mixed  history  this  year  which 
has  seen  the”  departure  of  the 
chief  executive  after  an  appar¬ 
ent  boardroom  disagreement 
and  the  failure  of  the  £73  mil¬ 
lion  bid  for  William  Cook,  the 
rival  castings  group. 

Failure  to  win  the  bid  for 
William  Cook,  which  is  based 
in  Sheffield,  cost  Triplex  E2.1 
million.  Triplex  was  trumped 
during  the  bid  battle  by  a  Cook 
management  offer  of  £79  mill¬ 
ion.  an  amuunt  that  proved  too 
much  for  Triplex  to  top. 

Graham  Lockyer  announced 
his  departure  as  chief  executive 
in  July  after  what  were  describ¬ 
ed  as  differences  of  opinion 
about  strategic  direction. 

In  October  Triplex  declared 
that  ir  had  ended  discussions 
with  a  potential  bidder,  saying: 


“After  careful  consideration  of 
the  company’s  position  and 
prospects  the  board  concluded 
that  such  discussions  were 
unlikely  to  lead  to  an  offer 
capable  of  being  rec¬ 
ommended  to  shareholders 
and  discussions  have  effective¬ 
ly  terminated." 

Ibis  statement  convinced 
the  City  that  the  company  was 
in  play  as  a  takeover  target 
and  that  in  time  a  hostile 
bidder  would  emerge. 

This  rime  round  Triplex  ad¬ 
visers  believe  that  2S0p  a 
share  is  a  price  that  is  at  least 
worth  talking  about  although 
they  emphasise  that  they  are 
only  talking. 

Analysts  believe,  however, 
that  Triplex  is  vulnerable  to  a 
bid.  The  group  is  yet  to  ann¬ 
ounce  a  new  chief  executive 
and  Bob  Mitchell,  finance  dir¬ 
ector.  has  filled  the  post  since 
July.  Al  the  half-year  results 
presentation  last  month  Trip¬ 
lex  promised  a  new  appoint¬ 
ment  within  two  months. 

On  strategy  Triplex  merely 
said  it  was  3  per  cent  geared 
and  looking  for  “bolt-on"  ac¬ 
quisitions  of  about  £20  million 
in  its  second  half.  The  compa¬ 
ny  dismissed  criticisms  that  it 
lacked  strategic  direction. 

Pre-tax  profit  rose  from 
£6.25  million  to  E7.6  million  in 
the  six  months  to  September 
30.  Analysis  expect  EI7  million 
before  tax  for  the  full  year. 


Looking  ahead:  Michael  Jeffries,  left,  chief 
executive  of  WS  Atkins,  the  consultancy  and 
support  services  company,  and  Alan  Rudge, 
chairman,  said  the  level  of  work  secured  in  the 
first  half  of  the  year  exceeded  targets  and  that 
the  trend  had  continued  into  the  second  half. 


The  company  was  reporting  a  rise  in  pre-tax 
profit  to  £12.7  million  (£10.7  million]  in  the  six 
months  to  September  30.  Earnings  increased 
to  8.4p  per  share  from  7p  and  the  interim 
dividend  is  lifted  to  2.7p  from  2.25p.  The  shares 
rose  74  p  to  357*2 p  yesterday. 


Takeover 
speculation 
spurs  DLJ 
price 

From  Oliver  August 

IN  NEW  YORK 


DONALDSON,  LUFKIN  & 
JENRETTE,  the  eighth  largest 
US  investment  bank,  has  be¬ 
come  the  focus  of  persistent 
takeover  talk  that  has  boosted 
its  share  price  by  more  than  10 
per  cent  this  week. 

The  most  likely  bidders  are 
said  to  be  Chase  Manhattan 
Bank  and  Dresdner  Klein  wort 
Benson.  Chase  Manhattan, 
the  leading  US  commercial 
bank  with  an  expanding  in¬ 
vestment  banking  arm,  is 
believed  to  be  conducting  due 
diligence  on  DU. 

Dresdner  is  also  said  to  be 
in  the  advanced  stages  of 
takeover  negotiations.  USA 
Today  reported  yesterday  that 
Hansgeorg  Hofmann.  Dresd- 
ner'S  head  of  investment  bank¬ 
ing,  has  held  talks  with  John 
Chalsty,  DU'S  executive 
chairman.  At  die  meeting  Mr 
Chalsty  is  said  to  have  em¬ 
braced  the  idea  of  an  alliance 
with  Kleinwort  Benson,  the 
UK  house  acquired  by 
Dresdner. 

DU  is  worth  about  £3 
billion.  It  recently  expanded 
its  London  operations  and 
moved  into  new  offices  at  99 
Bishops  gale  together  with 
Phoenix,  die  mergers  and 
acquisitions  boutique  it  owns. 
DU  shares  soared  25  per  cent 
during  the  last  two  woks. 

But  whether  DU  wants  to 
sell  remains  unclear.  Equita¬ 
ble,  the  insurance  group  that 
owns  73  per  cent  of  DU, 
declined  to  comment.  Joseph 
Malone,  the  Equitable  presi¬ 
dent.  recently  said  he  wanted 
to  keep  DU  because  it  had 
become  a  “core  business". 
Insurance  companies  are  in¬ 
creasingly  offering  a  foil  range 
of  financial  services. 


AN  EXCLUSIVE  OFFER 


TEIEiM 


MOBILE  PHONE 
BREAKTHROUGH 


A  great  offer  that  puts  you  in  control 


•  No  contract  to  sign 

•  No  monthly  bills 

•  No  credit  check 


Special 
offer  price 
£99.99 

includes  free 
£15  voucher 


Daily  Mail  68% 
up  as  newsprint 
cost  declines 


By  Our  Media  Editor 


This  week  The  Times  has  teamed  up  with  Vodafone  to  offer  readers  an 
unbeatable,  no  strings  attached,  mobile  phone  in  time  for  Christmas. 

It  consists  of  an  award-winning  Tdital  phone,  pre-loaded  with  30  days'  service 
and  up  lo  two-and-a-half  hours  of  off-peak  calls,  plus  a  free  voucher  worth  £15 
—  a  total  of  60  days'  service  and  up  to  five  hours  of  free  calls.  You  also  receive 
a  battery  giving  90  minutes'  talktime  and  IS  hours'  standby  plus  a  desktop 
battery  charger  —  all  for  £99.99  inc  Vat.  That  is  a  special  saving  to  Times 
readers  of  £15.  The  offer  makes  an  ideal  gift  —  there  is  no  age  restriction, 
no  written  contract  no  credit  checks,  no  monthly  bills.  You  stay  in  control 
3nd  just  Pay  As  Y«ai  Talk. 

HOW  IT  WORKS 

Vodafone's  Pity  As  You  Talk  service  is  based  on 
pre-pa  id  credits.  To  stay  connected,  simply  buy  a 
£15  Top-up  voucher.  The  first  E7.50  gives  you  30 
days'  network  access  and  unlimited  incoming  calls 
during  this  time.  The  other  £7.50  credits  you  with 
up  to  twoand-a-half  hours  of  talktime  at  the  5p  per 
minute  off-peak  rate.  Peak  time  calls  cost  60p  per 
minute.  All  calls  are  charged  by  the  second  and 
Vixlafone's  voicemail  service  comes  as  standard. 

You  can  top  up  ynur  talktime  credits  any  time  by 
buying  extra  vouchers  from  high  sheet  retailers. 

Alternatively,  simply  dial  2345  on  your  mobile  and 
top  up  with  a  credit  card  whenever  you  wish.  To 
order  by  cheque  or  credit  card,  or  for  more 
information,  call  our  hotline  below. 


o  vodafone 


NV, 


Package 

includes 

•  Up  to  5 
hours  of 
free  calls 

•  60  days5 
service 

•  calls  from 
5p  a  minute 


*1 

>2 

3 

o&c 

ao 4 

S!ll 

4 

5 

6 

i*l 

nines 

pc 

Pay  v 

Call  by  December  1 5  for  pre-Christmas  delivery 

1 

0800  66  77  80 

1 

Talk 

Lines  open  24  hours.  MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted 

tclital 


L'r’jad  cafng  cwJt  can  eg  earned  tomxo  Sy  tnrae  monte.  CdEng  aadf  nfi  erty  aort  when  jwi  nan  sms  ovii  as 
wk  >6  Tefita!  ^ftsnc  C  frattfe  «hfe  finds  ttsL  Eounafert  hgtnnalir  ntafefc  may  be  supped  ■itatf  prior  react. 

O  vodafone 

RISING  advertising  revenue 
and  the  falling  price  of  news¬ 
print  underpinned  a  6S  per 
cent  rise  in  pre-tax  profits,  to 
£143.7  million,  for  Daily  Mail 
&  General  Trust  in  the  year  to 
September  30. 

Analysts  suggested  yester¬ 
day  that  building  society 
windfalls  may  also  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  a  particularly 
strong  second  half  for  the 
national  titles,  the  Daily  Mail 
and  The  Mail  on  Sunday. 

DMGT  said  that  the  new 
financial  year  had  started 
well,  with  advertising  revenue 
remaining  strong  in  the  UK 
and  the  prospect  of  a  stable 
newsprint  price  for  the  year. 
“Much  will  depend  on  the 
wellbeing  of  the  UK  economy 
and  especially  of  recruitment 
advertising,  which,  while  cur¬ 
rently  buoyant,  has  been 
known  to  turn  down  very 
quickly.”  DMGT  said. 
Another  factor  will  be  the 
performance  of  acquisitions 
made  over  the  past  two  years. 

DMGT  said  that  all  its 
divisions  had  improved  profits 
substantially  over  the  past 
year,  with  operating  profit 
overall  rising  by  82  per  cent,  to 


E159.6  million,  on  turnover  up 
by  19  per  cent,  to  E1.2  trillion. 

With  some  analysts  having 
suggested  figures  as  low  as 
£120  million  pre-tax  profits  for 
this  year,  the  DMGT  share 
price  rose  yesterday,  the  ordi¬ 
nary  shares  going  up  92*2  p  to 
£19.67*2  and  the  “A"  stock 
climbing  67*2  p  to  £18.75. 

Advertising  at  Associated 
Newspapers  was  up  by  12  per 
cenl  overall  with  the  average 
price  of  newsprint  IS  per  rent 
lower.  Northcliffe  Newspa¬ 
pers,  the  DMGT  regional 
division,  produced  a  record 
trading  profit  with  eight  of  its 
daily  titles  and  all  of  its  weekly 
titles  showing  circulation  rises 
in  the  January-to-June  period. 

DMGT  noted  that  all  Three 
divisions  of  Harmsworth 
Media  —  business  media, 
broadcasting  and  publishing — 
had  expanded  through  acquisi¬ 
tion.  In  broadcasting,  the  Ade¬ 
laide  speedi  station,  5AA, 
remained  in  loss.  However,  in 
the  UK  the  acquisition  of  a 
further  3)  per  rent  of  Teletext 
the  commercial  teletext  service, 
taking  DMGTs  stake  to  75  per 
rent  had  "transformed"  the 
trading  profits  of  the  division. 


Licensing  group 
nets  soccer  deal 


By  Jason  Niss£ 


COPYRIGHT  Promotions, 
which  has  a  portfolio  of 
characters  that  includes  the 
Pink  Panther.  Mr  Men  and 
Dennis  the  Menace,  has 
signed  a  deal  to  license  prod¬ 
ucts  for  the  next  European 
Championships  in  2000. 

The  move  follows  the  inv¬ 
estment  in  Copyright  by  ISL 
the  Swiss  international  sports 
marketing  group,  it  took  a 
22S  per  cent  holding  earlier 
this  year  and  plans  to  increase 
this  (0  29.7  per  cent 

The  company  also  said  that 
Richard  Dunn,  the  farmer 
chief  executive  of  Thames 
Television,  is  to  become  non¬ 
executive  chairman,  replacing 


David  Williams,  the  financier 
who  demerged  die  group 
from  Mosaic  Investments. 

The  group  made  wily 
E 62.000  in  profit  in  the  six 
months  to  October  31  on 
turnover  of  £9.1  million.  This 
was  an  improvement  on  tire 
performance  for  the  smae 
period  last  year  when  it  lost 
ES6.000.  The  group  was  held 
hack  by  a  disappointing  half 
in  the  creative  design 
operation. 

A  loss  per  share  of  085p 
was  tumod  into  earnings  of 
0.61p.  However,  the  company 
has  passed  on  the  intrerim 
dividend,  having  paid  05p  at 
the  halfway  stage  last  year. 
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Siemens  predicts 

15%  rise  in  profits 

to  next  September,  to  exceed  DM3  billion  ' 

company,  whichemptoys  386,000  people,  said  that  =desand 
the  value  of  orders  taken  would  nse  by  up  to  6  per  cent. 
Siemens  expects;  the  value  of  orders  taken  to  amount  to 
between  DM110  trillion  and  DMU5  billion. 

The  company  said  that  the  recovery  erf  the  Gejroajj 
economy  “has  beat  marked  since  the  end  of  the  1996-97 
year"  and  was  boosting  die  industrial  and  computer 
-  divisions.  However,^  had  been  the  case  in  the  curreni 
year,  the  main  force  would  come  from  abroad,  particularly 
the  Aria-Pacific  zone.  Heinrich  von  Pierer.  the  company's 
president,  said  Hat  local  devaluations  would  enable 
Siemens  to  improve  its  competitive  position,  particulany  m 
component  factories  in  Malaysia  and  Singapore,  In  1996-97 
Siemens  had  disposed  of  assets  worth  nearly  DM53  billion; 
the  main  sales  had  been  in  the  sectors  of  military  electronics 
and  dental  equipment. 

Arlen  bids  for  Plasmec 

ARLEN  has  launched  an  agreed  £11.01  million  takeover  bid 
for  Plasmec.  a  fellow  manufacturer  of  electronic  components. 
Arlen  is  offering  230p  in  cash  for  each  Plasmec  share,  against 
Wednesday’s  dosing  price  of  18Sp,  with  a  loan  note 
alternative.  Last  month  Plasmec  told  shareholders  that  1997 
profits  would  fall  short  of  expectations,  blaming  intense 
competition  in  its  markets,  compounded  by  the  strength  of 
the  pound.  In  1996  the  company  earned  pre-tax  profits  of 
£1.29  million  on  sales  of  £14.76  nullion. 

Morgan  acquisitions 

MORGAN  CRUCIBLE,  the  engineer,  has’  made  four 
acquisitions.  W  Haldenwanger  Technische  Keramik,  a 
■maker  of  ceramic  and  porcelain  products  based  in  Germany, 
is  being  bought  for  up  to  E22.1  million.  Morris  Compressor  of 
Texas,  a  supplier  of  piston  rings,  is  being  bought  for  £4.4 
million.  Zambelli.  an  Italian  distributor  of  Morgans  thermal 
ceramics  products,  is  . being  bought  for  £225  million.  A  £3 
million  majority  stake  in  Carbo  San  Luis,  of  Argentina, 
provides  a  new  distribution  outlet  for  these  products. 

Citibank  agreement 

CITIBANK  has  agreed  to  buy  the  Global  Trust  and  Agency 
Services  business  of  JP  Morgan,  the  US  investment  bank,  for 
an  undisclosed  sum.  The  deal  will  bring  a  portfolio  of  12,000 
European  issues  and  an  additional  500  clients  to  Citibank, 
allowing  the  bank  to  claim  a  28  per  cent  share  of  the 
European  debt  market.  Together  with  Citibank’s  own  1.000- 
strong  client  list,  the  acquisition,  which  needs  regulatory 
approval,  will  propel  the  bank  into  the  leading  position  in  the 
global  custody  market  Citibank  said. 

SHL  betters  forecast 

SHARES  in  SHL,  the  psychometric  testing  group,  rose  from 
257 *2p  to  265 'a  p  after  it  revealed  a  rise  in  pre-tax  profits  of  17 
per  cent  to  E9.I  million  in  the  year  to  September  30.  The  figure 
tops  the  £9  million  forecast  at  the  time  of  flotation  in  October. 
Sales  rose  31  per  cent  to  £41.9  million  and  earnings  rose  9  per 
cent  to  13.14p.  A  one-off  exceptional  charge  of  £113  million 
covers  the  cost  of  issuing  shares  to  employees  from  January 
1994  to  September  1997.  The  first  dividend  to  be  paid  after 
flotation  is  to  be  tire  interim  in  the  current  financial  year. 

Increase  for  Galen 

GALEN  HOLDINGS,  tiie  pharmaceutical  group,  increased 
pre-tax  profits  by  58  per  cent  to  £11.4  million  in  the  year  to 
September  30.  on  sales  up  26  per  cent  to  £39.3  million. 
Earnings  rose  from  53p  to8p.  out  of  which  a  final  dividend  of 
0.37p  will  be  paid.  The  company  estimates  that  it  would  have 
paid  a  I.Ip  final  had  it  been  listed  for  the  foil  financial  year. 
Alien  McClay.  the  chairman,  said  that  he  was  confident  that 
1997-98  will  be  another  good  year  for  the  company.  The 
shares  rose  from  2871zp  in  298*2  p. 

Afvis  slips  into  reverse 

ALVIS.  the  manufacturer  of  military  vehicles,  said  yesterday  '** 
that  its  current  order  book  was  worth  more  than  £500  million 
after  the  £34  million  acquisition  of  Hagglunds  Vehide,  the 
Scandinavian  company,  earlier  this  year.  Alvis  was  reporting 
a  fall  in  pre-tax  profits  to  E8.1  million  from  E8.9  million  in  the 
year  to  September  30.  on  turnover  of  £72.9  million  (£90.4 
million),  tunings  fell  to  73p  per  share  from  lO.lp.  But  the 
total  dividend  is  increased  to  3.5p  a  share  from  3p,  with  a 
235p  (2p)  final  that  is  payable  on  February  27. 

Forth  in  Finnish  move 

FORTH  PORTS  has  reached  agreement  with  three  Finnish 
rompames  to  develop  and  operate  a  dedicated  Finnish 
terminal  at  the  London  port  of  Tilbury.  Facilities  will  cost 
about  £20  million  and  are  designed  to  handle  more  than 
650.000  tonnes  of  paper  products  and  general  cargo  a  year. 
The  agreement  has  been  reached  with  UPM-Kymmene, 
Metsa-Seria  and  Myllykoski  Papery.  Construction  will  start 
rarly  m  the  new  year  and  will  take  12  months  to  complete. 
Forth  Ports  said. 

Countryside  recovers 

PRE-TAX  profit  at  Countryside  Properties,  the  residential 
grmip,  recovered  to  E9.3  million  from  £3.1  million  in  tile  year 
to  September  30though  profits  are  still  short  of  the  £10.6  mil- 

^  Tuin0VCT  ***  to  a  £1%  million 
(EI60  million^  During  the  year  the  company,  which  operates 

1 3tan  average  ££of 
£126.000  (£129,000),  and  completed  775  new  homes  for 
hou^ig  ^soaauons  Eammgs  rose  to  10.6p  (3.4p)  a  share.’ 
The  final  dividend  of  2p  a  share  makes  a  total  of3p  (2J25p).  ; 
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ARTS  OPINION  35 


It’S  The  chippy  British,  not  the 
big-hearted  Americans,  who 
are  supposed  to  snipe  at  high- 
achievers  and  snigger  at  ostenta¬ 
tious  displays  of  dogooding.  So 
what  do  we  find  in  Los  Angeles? 
Nothing  less  than  a  tide  of  resent- 
.ment  brought  about  by  the  most 
lavish  act  of  cultural  patronage  in 
history.  Whidi  only  goes  to  prove 
that,  when  it  comes  to  the  art  world 
biting  the  hand  that  feeds,  national 
barriers  count  for  nothing. 

But  1  get  ahead  of  myself.  First 
you  must  gawp  ar  the  stats.  Next 
Tuesday  the  J.Paul  Getty  Centre 
opens  for  the  first  rime,  on  a  hilltop 
high  above  the  San  Diego  Free¬ 
way.  The  product  of  a  E700-million 
budding  project,  it  is  the  costliest 
an  gallery  on  Earth.  Amazed 
punters  will  stroll  through  10.000 
newly  planted  trees  in  110  acres  of 
gardens,  commanding  the  loveli¬ 
est  views  in  California,  before 
entering  magnificent  halls  cloaked 
in  purest  marble  —  30.000  tons  of 
the  shiny  stuff,  to  be  exact,  shipped 
at  vast  expense  from  Italy. 

Inside  these  pavilions,  designed 
by  Richard  Meier,  visitors  will 


The  Getty  finds  money  can’t  buy  love 


gasp  at  the  finest  an  that  an 
annual  acquisitions  budget  of  £150 
million  has  been  able  to  assemble 
in  15  years  of  raids  on  die  world’s 
auction  rooms.  All  this  will  be 
offered  to  the  public  without  a 
dime  of  public  money  having  been 
spent  Win  could  possibly  carp  at 
such  an  epic  philanthropic  effort? 

WdL  where  shall  we  start?  Irs 
true  that  the  Getty  has  inspired 
much  gee-whizz  journalism.  But 
many  critics  have  also  questioned 
its  look,  location,  purpose  and 
extravagance.  “Obscenely  grandi¬ 
ose,"  declared  die  showbiz  trade 
paper  Variety.  That’s  rich,  coming 
from  a  journal  that  reports  almost 
daily  on  Hollywood  movies  cost¬ 
ing  £100  million  or  more  —  but  it 
was  a  typical  reaction. 

Some  American  papers  found 
this  mountain-top  fortress  “oven- 
bearing”:  too  aloof  and  inaccessi¬ 
ble  —  physically  and  spiritually  — 
from  troubled  Log  Angeles  and  its 


cultural  needs.  It  should  have  been 
in  a  nitty-gritty  downtown  loca¬ 
tion,  said  the  Los  Angeles  Times. 
Other  critics  simply  declared  the 
whole  notion  of  plonking  a  great 
temple  of  an  into  a  metropolis 
dedicated  to  the  production  and 
consumption  of  low-brow  showbiz 
to  be  absurd.  -How  will  all  this 
high  culture  affect  the  lifeguards 
on  Baywaich?"  quipped  The  New 
York  Times. 

That  paper  even  managed  to  be 
snide  about  the  tram  that  carries 
visitors  up  die  hillside  to  the 
museum.  “Haw  shocking  it  is  to  be 
riding  in  Los  Angeles  in  a  vehicle 
that  almost  resembles  public 
transportation,”  it  chortled. 

Of  course,  much  of  this  resent¬ 
ment  stems  not  from  the  new 
building,  but  from  die  Getty 
Trust's  activities  over  15  years. 
With  £3  billion  of  the  oil  mogul’s 
legacy  in  its  kitty,  it  has  been  a 
hugely  destabilising  player  in  the 
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art  market  inflating  prices  beyond 
the  reach  of  even  the  plushest  of 
national  galleries.  Every  time  a 
Three  Groces  scenario  is  played 
out  somewhere  —  gallant  “little'’ 
publidy-funded  galleries  battling 
to  save  some  “treasure"  from  being 


snapped  up  by  the  marauding 
giant  brandishing  the  universe’s 
biggest  chequebook  —  the  resent¬ 
ment  grows. 

Now  this  gleaming  new  citadel 
appears  like  a  taunt.  "We'Ve  snaf¬ 
fled  all  die  best  art,"  it  seems  to 
declare,  “and  we  have  locked  it 
into  this  impregnable  stronghold, 
and  although  you  can  come  and 
drool  at  it  you  are  never  going  to 
get  it  bade  again.” 

It  doesn’t  really  help,  either, 
when  die  Getty  trustees  hint  that 
since  the  new  museum  is  already 
foil,  they  won’t  be  buying  so 
prodigiously  in  the  future,  but 
instead  funding  massive  art-edu¬ 
cational  programmes.  The  dam¬ 
age  has  already  been  done.  One  of 
the  most  fascinating  art  books  of 
recent  years  —  Carol  Duncan's 
Civilising  Rituals:  Inside  Public 
Art  Museums  —  argues  that 
private  patronage;  although  osten¬ 
sibly  about  enhancing  public  gp-_ 


predation  of  the  arts,  often  has  the 
opposite  effect  the  ordinary  visitor 
feds  like  a  voyeur,  allowed  one 
peep  inside  a  world  of  wealth  and 
privilege  that  will  never  be  his. 
One  can  imagine  that  a  visit  to  the 
Getty  could  inspire  this  sort  of 
negative  reaction. 


W hat’s  more,  the  Getty 
opens  just  a  few  weeks 
after  the  astounding  new 
Guggenheim  in  Bilbao.  Private  an 
collections  seem  to  be  making  all 
(he  waves  at  a  time  when  public 
museums  are  struggling  just  to 
tread  water.  Well,  good  luck  to 
them:  at  least  someone  has  money 
to  lavish  on  art.  But  when  you  read 
one  American  writer  crowing  that 
the  new  Getty  “makes  the  Louvre 
look  Third  World",  you  do  feel 
slightly  queasy.  The  line  between 
justifiable  pride  and  Unde  Sam 
cultural  imperialism  is  very  thin. 
The  main  reason  why  the  new 


Dark  view  of 
an  avaricious 
little  world 


A. 


It  is  not  exactly  the  Venice 
of  the  brochures.  Night 
fog  or  sea-mist  wells  up 
through  the  stage  boards 
and  half-shrouds  the  wer  black 
brick  that  looms  above,  as  if 
setting  the  scene  for  a  guest 
appearance  by  Jack  the  Rip¬ 
per.  Merchants  and  ladies  of 
the  night,  wearing  costumes 
that  suggesr  both  the  Renais¬ 
sance  and  a  garish  17th  centu¬ 
ry,  mill  around  what  weirdly 
appear  to  be  wardrobes  or 
coffins  covered  with  funereal 
drapes. 

These  eventually  turn  out  to 
conceal  nothing  more  deathly 
than  stuffed  peacocks,  a  Chi¬ 
nese  vase,  and  the  rest  of  the 
bric-a-brac  Pbrtia  keeps  in  her 
house.  But  the  point  is  made. 
Robert  Jones  has  designed  a 
Venice  where  you  are  unlikely 
to  find  either  Christian  cal¬ 
lousness  or  Jewish  vindictive¬ 
ness  reudered  sympathetic  a 
Venice  where  young  men  casu¬ 
ally  spit  on  the  venerable 
Tubal's  white  beard,  and  Shy- 
lock  is  so  f:tr  gone  in  hatred 
That,  even  after  Portia  has 
bettered  him  .  in  court,  he 
seriously  considers  plunging 
his  knife  into  Antonin’s  chest. 

Shylock  is  Philip  Voss,  who 
recently  made  a  terrific  impact 
in  the  RSCs  Twelfth  Night 
with  a  grim,  loveless  Malvolio. 
Here*  he  has  still  greater 
weight,  along  with  a  surpris¬ 
ing  variety.  He  mocks  and 
wittily  teases  Julian  Curry’s 
Antonin,  an  uptight  chap  who 
fastidiously  wipe>  his  fingers 
after  they  have  been  shaken  by 
his  (Shylock's)  hands.  But  even 
before  fte  loses  Jessica  —  here, 
glimpsed  by  him  as  she  disap¬ 
pears  into  a  mob  of  revellers 
provocatively  sporting  pigs’ 
heads  —  Voss  never  lets  you 
merlonk  something  fell  and 
implacable  behind  his  hooded 
eyes  and  creased  jowls. 

’  For  a  moment  he  cuts  a 
pathetic  figure,  standing  in  his 
tattered  gaberdine  and.  with 
scratches  on  his  face  that  he 
may  or  may  not  have  made 
himself,  rasping  out  sobs  from 
deep  in  his  .stomach.  But  he 
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makes  an  unusual  and  inter¬ 
esting  recovery.  Not  until  the 
second  time  that  he  delivers 
tite  warning  to  Antonio,  “let 
him  Jot*  to  his  bond”  does  he 
realise  what  this  might  mean, 
and  not  until  the  third  time 
does  a  plan  begin  to  form  in 
his  mind.  And  so  to  a  fierce, 
hoarse  scene  in  the  Doge's 
court  that  leaves  a  prostrate 
Shylock  scrambling  helplessly 
about  tn  the  gold  coins 
Bassanio  has  offered  him,  a 
victim  of  Christian  avarice 
and  his  own  fury. 

This  performance  is  so 
strong  that  it  overshadows  the 
rest  of  Gregory  Doran's  pro¬ 


duction,  though  this  is  never 
less  than  decent  and.  indeed, 
refreshing  in  its  refusal  to  tilt 
the  human  evidence  in  any 
spurious,  un-Shakespearean 
direction.  Helen  SchlesingeriS 
Portia  is  warm  and  generous, 
not  least  when  she  puts  the 
case  for  mercy. 

Scott  Handy's  Bassanio  is 
an  affable  young  man.  without 
the  cynicism  or  the  secret 
homosexual  life  some  produc¬ 
tions  attribute  to  him,  and,  if 
John  Dougall’S  Gratiano 
comes  across  as  a  boor  and 
anti-Semitic  loudmouth  — 
well,  look  at  what  he  says  in 
the  text,  and  you  will  see  the 
justification.  But  shouldn’t 
Curry  put  an  weight?  You 
could  as  easily  get  a  nice  steak 
from  one  of  Hiaroah’s  lean 
kine  as  cur  a  pound  from  this 
scrawny  puritan  Antonio. 
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Getty  seems  shocking,  though,  is 
that  its  castle-tike  grandeur,  high 
above  common,  humanity,  seems 
literally  to  place  an  on  a  pedestal. 
This  is  nothing  short  of  o  cathe¬ 
dral,  in  whidi  Old  Masters  are  not 
to  be  enjoyed  or  studied,  but 
venerated  in  high-Victorian  style. 
Today,  the  trend  is  decidedly 
towards  making  art  as  accessible 
and  “user  friendly"  as  possible. 
The  new  Getty  seems  to  turn  the 
dock  back  a  century. 

But  perhaps  that  is  exactly  what 
high  culture  needs,  if  it  is  to  make 

an  impact  in  a  place  like  Los 
Angeles.  “This  is  ah  edifice  with 
whidi  Hollywood  can  identify." 
declares  Peter  Bart,  the  veteran 
movie-industry  commentator. 
Well,  if  that’s  true,  uncork  the 
bubbly!  That  which  inspires,  ex¬ 
cites.  frightens  or  angers  Holly¬ 
wood  today  becomes  the  global 
mass-entertainment  of  tomorrow. 

If  the  new  Getty  can  g« 
Tinseltown  enthused  about  nigh 
art.  who  knows  what  uplifting 
effects  it  may  have  on  cinema  and 
television  screens  across  five 
continents? 
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Benedict 

NIGHTINGALE  The  Duke  of  Venice  (Sandy  Macnab)  looks  on  as  Philip  Voss's  superb  Shylock  prepares  to  extract  his  pound  of  flesh  from  Antonio  (Julian  Curry) 


Sentenced  to  hard  labour 


THE  misadventures  of  Mr 
Aeneas  Posket,  hitherto  a 
blameless  servant  of  the  law, 
become  fitfully  funny  in  this 
lumpy  production  up  from 
Chichester,  but  many  stretch¬ 
es  of  it  are  dead  on  the  stage. 
The  playing  of  the  women  is 
especially  trying:  all  are  awful 
some  of  the  time  and  some  are 
awful  most  of  the  time. 

Nor  has  Nicholas  Broad- 
hurst's  direction  properly 
thought  out  the  transfer  to  the 
Savoy  stage.  For  instance  the 
anguished  admission  oT  cul¬ 
pability  eventually  tom  from 
Ian  Richardson's  Posket  is 
accompanied  by  his  slide 
down  the  shelves  of  a  book¬ 
case.  yet  the  extent  of  this  is 
impossible  to  see  through  the 
dutter  of  furniture. 

Dwarfing  the  human  char¬ 
acters  in  the  Posket  drawing¬ 
room  is  a  great  marble  statue 
of  the  man  bearing  his  name 
on  the  plinth  above  the  words 
Magistrate  Philanthropist. 


Such  grandiloquence  is  so 
contrary  to  the  way  this 
correct,  considerate,  dutiful 
man  actually  regards  himself 
that  it  brings  Broadhursfs 
understanding  of  Pinero’s 
force  into  serious  question. 

The  ultimate  cause  of 
POsket's  ordeal  is  his  new 
wife's  decision  to  subtract  five 
years  from  her  age.  Cis,  her 
son  by  a  previous  marriage, 
therefore  supposes  himself  to 
be  a  boy  of  14  when  all  his 
spazkish  instincts  are  those  of 
a  young  man  pushing  rigor¬ 
ously  ar  20. 

It  is  Cis  who  takes  his 
stepfather  to  the  dubious  ho¬ 
tel  and  helps  him  to  run  off 
when  the  police  raid  the 
premises.  Dishevelled  and 
scarcely  able  to  control  his 
shaking  limbs,  Posket  arrives 


at  his  court  next  morning  only 
to  discover  flat  his  wife  was 
also  at  the  hotel  and  is  in  the 
dock  in  front  of  him. 

John  Padden’s  marvel¬ 
lously  gawky  Cis  enlivens  the 
play.  The  two  halves  of  his 
body  pull  him  in  different 
directions,  as  impulse  and 
restraint  fight  a  battle  inside 
him.  Even  his  voice  is  gawky. 

Richardson's  chiselled  pro¬ 
file  is  a  perfect  image  of 
Victorian  rectitude  but  his 
performance,  though  enjoy¬ 
able  and  physically  brisk, 
does  not  convince  as  an  actor 
for  force.  A  comic  actor,  yes, 
adding  extra  syllables  to  sim¬ 
ple  words  like  paNn  that 
make  them  both  funny  and 
truthftd.  But  his  interpreta¬ 
tion  lacks  that  crucial  sense 
that  a  little  part  of  Posket  is 
excited  by  the  prospect  of  a 
night  out  and  that  being 
naughty  might  be  fun. 

Jeremy  Kingston 
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“BRILLIANT...  DEFINITELY  NOT  TO  BE  MISSED ” 


THE  SUN 


“A  DOWNRIGHT  MASTERPIECE » 


S7ARBURST 


ULIMJ. . .STUNNING. . . SEE  IT” 


“ QUIETLY  EXPLOSIVE...  WELL  WORTH  SEEING ” 

BAZ  E 

“SHARPLY  FUNNY” 


BAZ  BAMIGBCYE  -  DAILY  MAIL 


INDEPENDENT  ON  SUNDAY 
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36  ARTS  POP 


Now  you 
see  him, 
now  you 
won’t 

Hp\  sold  13  million  records,  but  he 
walks  down  the  street  unnoticed. 
Alan  Jackson  meets  Robert  Miles" 


Just  when  you  have  be¬ 
come  convinced  that  the 
world  is  full  of  people 
desperate  for  their  15 
minutes  of  fame,  you  meet 
someone  like  Robert  Miles 
and  all  seems  sane  and 
ordered  again.  Nor  that  there 
are  many  people  like  him  in 
the  pop  world.  Anyone  else 
who  had  sold  4.5  million 
copies  of  a  debut  single  (19%’s 
ubiquitous  dance  instrumen¬ 
tal.  Children)  would  have 
made  sure  thar  their  biograph¬ 
ical  details,  not  to  mention 
their  facial  Features,  were  in¬ 
scribed  upon  the  collective 
consciousness  as  Grtnly  and 
indelibly  as  a  tattoo.  But  not 
This  29-year-old  Italian.  At 
around  the  time  we  meet  in  a 
Notting  Hill  cafe,  his  silhou¬ 
ette  is  making  its  debut  on  Top 
of  the  Pops.  “1  just  don't  feel 
comfortable  with  this  pop  star 
identity,  this  concentration  on 
image,"  he  shudders.  "The 
music  is  enough.  I  let  it 
represent  me." 

You  must  imagine  that  you 
hear  these  words  spoken  in  an 
Italian  accent  so  thick  that  you 
could  spread  it  on  your 
riabarta.  Meanwhile,  that  his 
name  is  so  resoundingly  An¬ 
glo-sounding  is  a  further  de¬ 
liberate  evasion:  Miles  was 
bom  Roberto  Concina  and 
spent  his  early  years  in  Swit¬ 
zerland,  where  his  parents 
hoped  to  make  a  better  living 
as  immigrant  workers.  When 
he  was  ten,  they  returned 
home  to  the  industrial  suburbs 
of  Venice  —  a  city  forever 
associated  in  British  minds 
with  water-lapped  heritage, 
Visconti  and  Don’t  Look  Now, 
but  which  presented  a  differ¬ 
ent  face  to  the  young  music  fan 
newly  returned  to  it.  “Just  as 


southern  Italy  is  a  national 
centre  for  house,  so  the  Vene¬ 
tian  area  is  a  centre  for  the 
underground  techno  scene," 
he  explains.  “When  I  started 
DJ-ing  at  the  age  of  14.  it  was 
natural  for  it  to  be  that  which  I 
played.” 

His  operational  (and,  per¬ 
haps.  aspirational)  monicker 
in  the  dubs  and  on  radio  was 
Roberto  Milano.  Years  later, 
when  launching  his  produc¬ 
tion  and  recording  career,  he 
opted  for  a  further  change, 
retaining  only  the  first  three 
letters  of  that  assumed  sur¬ 
name,  and  adding  an  e  and  an 
s  to  form  "the  more  interna¬ 
tional-sound  inL."  Miles.  And 
he  moved  to  London,  “for  no 
other  reason  than  it's  the  best 
place  in  the  world  to  be  if  you 
want  to  lay  yourself  open  to  all 
kinds  of  new  music:  drum  and 
bass,  trip-hop.  big  beat,  what¬ 
ever.  People  here  are  very 
open-minded,  which  is  why 
you  can  find  bands  1  'ce  the 
Prodigy  or  Chemical  L  rthers 
in  the  charts.  If  I  weren't  based 
here,  i  would  at  least  have  to 
visit  very  frequently." 

The  particular  skill  Miles 
demonstrated  not  just  with 
Children  (recently  judged  the 
most  frequently  broadcast 
track  on  American  TV  and 
radio  in  1996)  but  also  with  its 
parent  album  Dreamland 
was  that  of  being  able  to  lace 
such  relatively  cutring-edge 
stylings  with  a  more  conven¬ 
tional  and  accessible  musical- 
tty.  For  this,  he  has  been 
written  off  as  a  Jean-Michel 
Jarre  of  the  dance  scene  by 
some  purists,  doubtless  green- 
eyed  at  the  fact  that  his 
combined  singles-and-album 
sales  now  stand  at  13  million 
worldwide.  Miles  is  un¬ 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  12  1997 

Ennui 
for  the 
money 

UNLIKE  most  of  the  acts  who 
are  big  enough  to  play  Wem¬ 
bley,  Sheryl  Crow  brought 
with  her  no  lavish  stage  sets, 
no  fancy  costume  changes,  no 
gimmicks  and  no  theatricals. 
She  is  a  performer  who  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  music  is  the 
message — all  she  needs  to  do, 
to  paraphrase  the  hook  of  her 
best-known  song,  is  to  have 
some  fim. 

And  we  did.  Crow  was  in 
potent  voice  and  she  led  a 
musidanly  show  by  example, 
playing  three  different  guitars 
within  the  first  15  minutes, 
switching  to  keyboard,  blow¬ 
ing  some  harmonica  and  then 
finally  strapping  on  an  accor¬ 
dion.  The  band,  which  she 

introduced  somewhat  un¬ 
imaginatively  as  “the  Spice 
Boys",  was  in  blistering  form. 
Jeff  Trott  played  some  out- 


LIVE  GIG 


Robert  Miles,  the  million-selling  artist  hereafter  known  as  silhouette:  “Perhaps  I’m  in  the  wrong  business,  but  I'm  very  much  anti-fame" 


abashed:  “I  think  it’s  wonder¬ 
ful  that  people  twice  my  age 
liked  Children  enough  to  buy 
it  And  that  I  have  proved 
dance  music  doesn  t  have  to  be 
linked  to  a  lifestyle  or  to 
chemicals." 

He  also  proved  with  it  that  a 
small  budget  and  low-tech 
equipment  are  no  barriers  to 
success.  " Children  cost  me 
about  £150  to  make.  I  spent 


what  little  money  I  had  in  the 
bank  on  setting  up  a  small 
studio  —  just  one  sample,  one 
keyboard  and  one  small  desk 
—  and  mixed  it  on  those 
machines.  I  don't  think  you 
necessarily  have  to  spend  a  lot 
of  money  to  get  a  good  resuh. 
The  basic  idea  behind  ft  all  is 
the  important  thing.” 

Dreamland’s  successor 
23AM  (a  time  once  announced 
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by  Miles's  malfunctioning 
ansa  phone)  is  newly-released 
by  the  label  Deconstruction, 
and  sounds  rather  more  ex¬ 
pensive.  “It  was  made  in  the 
same  studio,  but  I've  got  some 
more  machines  now.”  he 
smiles  shyly.  “You  have  to  stay 
up  to  date  ff  you  want  to  be  on 
a  par  with  other  producers  — 
every  day  there's  a  new  mach¬ 
ine  with  a  new  sound.  The 

album  represents  _ 

a  step  forward,  but 
I  think  ft  still 
sounds  like  me." 

He  is  right.  Yes, 
there  are  vrcal 
contributions  from 
unknown  French 
singer  Nancy 
Danino  and  Amer¬ 
ica's  Kathy  Sledge, 
former  leader  of 
the  family  group 

Sister  Sledge.  And  _ 

yes,  guitars,  brass 
and  strings  provide  additional 
coloration,  but  at  its  heart  is 
the  ambient  house/slow- 
trance  instrumental  dance 
sound  that  is  Miles'S  musical 
trademark. 

Not  all  critics  have  been 
convinced  Ity  the  evolution: 
"As  Enya  well  knows,  there  is 
a  massive  market  for  Radox- 


4  It’s 

wonderful 
that  people 
twice  my 
age  liked  ■ 
Children  3 


style  musical  reflection,"  re¬ 
marked  Q  magazine  of  the 
project's  New  Age  tendencies. 
But  they  would  have  to  agree 
that,  once  again,  Miles  has 
been  dever  enough  to  play  the 
pop  game  his.  way.  making 
sure  that,  while  we  all  recog¬ 
nise  his  musical  sound,  he  can 
still  walk  down  any  street  un¬ 
recognised. 

“I  tried  a  few  times  to  be  the 

_  proper  star  with 

Children  but.  to  be 
honest,  1  justdidnt 
feel  comfortable 
being  on  Tap  of 
rhe  Pops  with  a 
camera  pointing  at 
me,"  he  shrugs. 
"That's  why  weVe 
come  up  with  the 
idea  of  using  my 
silhouette  on  the 
CD  sleeve  and  pro- 

_  jected  onto  a 

screen  among  oth¬ 
er  visuals  for  television  promo¬ 
tion;  it's  me,  but  not  too  much 
of  me.  Perhaps  I’m  in  the 
wrong  business,  but  I'm  very 
much  anti-fame.  I  don't  disre¬ 
spect  my  fans;  I  reply  person¬ 
ally  to  each  letter  I  receive  and 
enjoy  the  interaction.  But  in 
watching  friends  who  have 
been  successful,  I’ve  seen  how 


fame  can  take  you  to  a 
different  dimension.  I  prefer  to 
stay  feet-bn-th&ground,  with  a 
normal  flat,  normal  dothes, 
riding  the  Tube  instead  of 
driving  some  big  car.  To  my 
mind  Robert  Miles  doesn't 
exist  as  a  pop  star.  He’S  just  a 
composer,  DJ  and  producer." 

In  his  native  Italy,  birth¬ 
place  of  the  paparazzi,  such  an 
attitude  is  seen  as  inexplicable. 
He  grimaces:  "They  want  you 
to  parade  your  success  and 
your  wealth,  invite  all  the 
magazines  into  your  home,  lay 
yourself  open  to  kidnapping. 
Because  I  won’t  do  that,  they 
make  up  stupid  things —that  I 
snub  Madonna,  who  actually 
I  like  very  much,  or  that  I  am 
wooing  Bj5rk  with  roses  every 
day,  or  that  I  have  had  an 
enormous  swimming  pool 
built  in  my  flat  None  of  it  is 
true.  You  British  think  your 
•  tabloid  press  is  bad,  but . . ." 

Miles  has  stopped  talking  to 
ask  for  the  bill  whidi  —  again, 
a  pop  star  rarity  —  he  insists 
on  paying.  Outside  on  the 
crowded  streets,  he  attracts  no 
more  attention  than  might  any 
other  tall,  fashionably  dressed, 
slightly  exotic-looking  young 
man.  It's  what  is  called,  in 
some  circles,  a  result 


standing  slide  guitar,  particu¬ 
larly  on  Home,  the  rhythm 
section  of  Tim  Smith  and  Jim 
Burgess  kicked  with  venom 
and  Todd  Wolfs  second  guitar 
also  rocked  powerfully. 

The  best  songs,  such  as 
Leaving  Las  Vegas,  Everyday 
is  a  Winding  Road,  A  Change 
Would  Do  You  Good  and  Run 
Baby  Run  were  given  muscu¬ 
lar  workouts  and  you  realised 
just  how  many  classic  radio¬ 
friendly  hits  Crow  has  already 
penned  in  a  career  that  is  still 
only  two  albums  old. 

It  was  only  when  she  sang 
her  anthem.  All  I  Wanna  Do, 
that  the  odd  doubt  crept  in. 
Given  a  harder  edge  than  the 
recorded  version,  die  song 
strangely  lacked  charm  and 
one  began  to  wonder  whether 
Crow  was  having  quite  as 
much  fim  as  we  were. 

Her  communication  with 
the  audience  was  minimal  and 
her  patter  was  perfunctory. 
We  had  the  usual  “I  love 
London"  platitudes  and  then, 
for  no  reason  in  particular,  she 
told  us  she  felt  “like  getting 
into  trouble”.  In  truth  it  was 
all  far  too  controlled  for  there 
ever  to  be  much  chance  of  that 

Two  weeks  ago.  Crow  spoke 
of  her  loneliness  and  her 
desire  "to  experiment  with 
something  different,  “more 
committed,  mare  aggressive". 
It  was  hard  to  rault  her 
Wembley  performance  for  its 
professionalism,  yet  die  feel¬ 
ing  that  she  is  growing  restless 
with  tiie  current  show  was 
inescapable. 

The  sense  of  ennui  (hers,  not 
ours)  was  only  realty  banished 
when  she  donned  the  accor¬ 
dion  during  the  encore  for 
Strong  Enough  and  a  spright¬ 
ly  version  of  the  old  Who  song. 
Squeeze  Bax. 

She  returned  once  more  for 
the  melodramatic  theme  song 
she  wrote  for  the  new  Bond 
movie,  Tomorrow  Never  Dies, 
transformed  from  rock  chick 
into  sophisticated  vamp  by 
throwing  a  long  coat  with  a 
huge  for  collar  over  her  regu¬ 
lation  leather  pants.  At  last 
she  looked  as  if  she  realty  was 
having  some  fun. 

Nigel 

Williamson 


BLUES  ALBUMS 


Such  a  shame 


One  of  the  classic  scenes 
of  the  film  Baby  Doll 
features  a  lusting  Eli 
WalJach  chasing  a  scantily- 
dad  Carroll  Baker  while  New 
Orleans  blues  shorn er  Smiley 
Lewis  belts  out  the  song 
Shame,  Shame,  Shame  on  the 
soundtrack.  The  track,  with  its 
irresistible  Shame  on  you. 
Miss  Raxie  chorus  is  the 
opening  number  on  a  double 
CD  set  called  Stampers  (EMI 
59336  2),  which  successfully 
mixes  classic  Forties  and  Fif¬ 
ties  tracks  such  as  Let  The 
Good  Times  Roll  by  Shirley 
and  Lee  and  Safronia  B  by 
Calvin  Boze  with  more  con¬ 
temporary  rockers  by  Dr 
Feelgood  and  Canned  Heat 
A  star  whose  career  flour¬ 
ished  in  those  early  postwar 
years  before  his  death  in  a  car 
crash  in  1951  is  pianist  and 
vocalist  Cedi  Gant.  His  epon¬ 
ymous  album  {Flyright  FLY- 
CD6I)  reveals  that  the  so- 
called  "Gi  Sing-Sation"  could 
switch  from  being  a  blues 
crooner  on  his  big  hit  / 
Wonder,  to  being  a  prototype 
rock'n'Foller  on  numbers  such 


as  Killer  Diller  Boogie.  A 
decade  later,  everyone  was 
trying  to  emulate  the  sounds 
coming  from  the  Motown 
studios.  When  trends  chan¬ 
ged,  the  tracks  were  quietly 
shelved,  only  to  be  rediscov¬ 
ered  by  British  fans  eager  for 
these  highly  danceable  num¬ 
bers.  The  fact  that  the  biggest 
demand  .came  from  clubs  in 
places  like  Wigan  and  Bolton 
led  to  the  music  being  dubbed 
Northern  Soul  —  a  fair  chunk 
of  which  can  be  heard  on 
Rare.  Collectable  and  Soulful 
Vol  2  (Kent  CDKEND156). 
Lorraine  Chandler.  Willie 
Kendrick  and  Sharon  Scott 
provide  some  of  the  genjs  from 
the  RCA  vaults. 

Quality  soul  can  also  be 
found,  perhaps  surprisingly,  on 
a  CD  devoted  to  Little  Eva,  the 
singer  best  known  for  her  1962 
hit  The  Locomotion.  LLLL- 
Little  Eva  (Westside  WESM- 
512)  includes  The  Trouble 
With  Boys,  Takin’ Back  What 
/  Said  and  the  very  pol ideal ly- 
unconrect  Please  Hurt  Me.  . 

John  Clarke 


TOP  TEN  ALBUMS 


1  (2)  Let’s  Talk  About  Love; . . . Celine  Dion  (Epic) 

2  0)  Spjawrorid_. . . . Spice  Girls  (Virgin) 

4  W  Best  of . . . . . . Wham!  0 

5  16}  Backstreet’s  Back. . :» . Backstreet  Bovs  I 

fi  (5)  Greatest  Hits........ — . . . Efemaji 

7(11)  White  on  Blonde..- . . . Texas! 

8  (8)  Paint  the  Sky  with  Stars . .  cJ 

*  S  - - - —All  Saints  _ _ _ 

10  W  Like  You  Do . . — • . Lightning  Seeds  (Epic). 

c°pyn9w  CW  0  Figure  m  brjc*ex  aercyes  ter  i m*'t  pafUtart 

....  * 


JAZZ  ALBUMS 


Exotically  tasty 


RAJ3IH  ABOU-KHAUL 
Odd  Times 
(Enja  ENJ-9330  2) 

THE  Lebanon-born  Rabih 
Abo u -Khalil,  master  of  the 
oud.  a  stringed,  lute-like  in¬ 
strument,  now  Lives  in  Mu¬ 
nich.  and  this  album  (his  ninth 
for  Enja)  features  his  working 
band  —  harmonica  player 
Howard  Levy,  serpent/tuba 
player  Michel  Godard,  drum¬ 
mer  Mark  Nauseefand  frame 
drum  player  Nabfl  Khaiat  — 
recorded  live  in  Cologne. 

There  is  dearly  greai  novel¬ 
ty  value  in  the  extraordinary 
textures  and  timbres  resulting 
from  .the  combination,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  of  oud  and  harmonica 
(the  latter  itself  drawing  on 
many  apparently  disparate 
traditions,  chiefly  blues  and 
country  music),  but  surprise  at 
this  soon  gives  way  to  admira¬ 
tion  for  die  band’s  infectious 
enthusiasm  for  straightfor¬ 
ward  blowing. 

Whether  they  are  scurrying 
through  Abou-Khalil’s  bus¬ 
tling  ■  up-tempo  themes  or 
wringing  every  drop  of  emo¬ 
tion.  from  his  achingly  slow 
laments,  they  manage  to  make 
the  quintet’s  unique  instru¬ 
mentation  sound  entirely  nat¬ 
ural  and  the  standard  of  the 
soloing  -  even  on  the  seldom- 
heard  serpent  and  the  neglect¬ 
ed  tuba — is  first-class. 

BILLY  BANG 
Bang  On! 

(Justin  Tune  JUST  105-2) 
VIOLINIST  Billy  Bang  really 
needs  to  be  seentive  for  the 

viscera  I  impacr  of  his  music  to 


have  its  full  effect,  but  this 
studio  album,  also  featuring 
pianist  D.Dl  Jackson,  drum¬ 
mer  Ronnie  Burrage  and  bass¬ 
ist  Akira  Ando,  is  the  next  best 
thing. 

The  rapport  between  Bang 
and  Jackson,  both  no-hokis- 
barred  soloists  as  interested  in 
toctural  variety  and  harmonic 
adventurousness  as  in 
straightforward  swing,  is  the 
album's  most  immediately  ar- 
res**ng  strength,  and  they 
strike  sparks  off  each  other  on 
the  vigorous  Bang  originals 
that  make  up  the  bulk  of  the 
album.  On  the  odd  ballad,  too, 
and  on  the  occasional  stan¬ 
dard  —  both  Sweet  Georgia 
Brown  and  Yesterdays  receive 
feisty  airings  —  Bang  main¬ 
tains  a  full  head  of  steam, 
^firming  his  reputation  as 
his  instrument's  most  individ¬ 
ual  current  practitioner  in 
jazz. 

Chris  Parker 


VIRTUOSO  WHO 
PI  AYS  FROM  THE 
HEART" 
Antonio  Fordone 

mm. 
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Christmas  on  record 


Irsnot  that  I'm  stupid,  heaven 

fonwd  1  once  improvised  a 
much  needed  turret-shaped 
cake  tin  by  using  a  dogfood 
ram  Admittedly  the  whole  family 
had  food  poisoning  for  a  week 
afterwards,  but  it  looked  incredibly 
impressive  on  the  day.  Ample 
proof.  I  think,  that  I'm  not  short  ot 
brain-staJL  Even  so.  it  really  hadn’t 
occurred  to  me  until  last  week  that 
music  critics'  end-of-year  Best  Of 
round-up  palavers  weren’t  merely 
hacks  showing  off  their  great  taste 
or  plugging  great  showbiz  mates 
but  are  supposed  to  be  a  guide  to 
which  albums  people  should  buy 
for  Christmas  presents. 

Bearing  this  in  mind,  I’ve  decid¬ 
ed  to  approach  my  Best  Of  thingy 
from  a  scientific  slant.  I  mean,  the 
Radiohead  album  wouldn't  make  a 
suitable  under-tree  garnish  for  the 
Head  of  Personnel  or  Unde  Sebas¬ 


tian.  So,  using  the  iu^Hfich  wiz¬ 
ardry  of  half,  an  hour  cm  my  hands 
and  some  whimsy,  I  will  be 
matching  the  albums  of  1997  to 
their  ideal  recipients. 

First,  there’s  that  foppish  teen¬ 
ager  who  rather  fancies  himself  as 
the  next  Oscar  Wffde.arid  doesn't 
see  the  difiererire  between  an 
elegant  smoking:  jacket  and  a 
taweHingTobethat  makes  him  look 
like  k  member  of  staff  at  a  leisure 
centre.  He'd  love  A  Short  Album 

AhourLovebyThcEtivineComcdy 
(Setanta),  an  epic  orchestral  swoon. 

The  divorang  couple,  who  hiss  at 
each  other  Eke  two  snakes  knotted 
together  in  a  washing  basing,  will 
find  solace  in  Homogenic  (One 
little  Indian)  by  Bjdrfc  (for  her  — 
it's  ah  about  how  men  are  truculent 
weasels)  and  Dig  Your  Own  Hole 
(Heavenly)  by  the  Chemical  Broth¬ 
ers  dor  him  —  he’ll  doubtlessly  be 


Caitlin  Moran  picks  her  albums  of  the  year  to  give  to  family, 
friends  and,  not  to  put  too  fine  a  point  on  it,  enemies  for  all  time 


trying  to  impress  some  young 
teenage  girl  with  haw  hip  he  is,  and 
will  need  a  crash  course  in  the  Big 
Beat  raardi  gras). 

JoQy  uncles  called  Ned  or  Steve 
are  always  difficult  does  onego  for 
the  hanky  and  goUbatl  kit,  or  the 
tankard  with  “Beer  is  Here"  writ¬ 
ten  on  it?  There  is  a  third  route:  in  it 
for  the  Money  by  Supergrass 
(Pariophone).  irs  so  foil  of  brio  that 
Unde  Steve  will  be  going  hell  for 
leather  on  his  rowing  machine 
while  he  listens  to  it,  and  crammed 
with  guitar  licks  he  can  play  along 
to  on  a  tennis  racket  Hopefully  he 
mil  be  so  delighted  that  hell 
completely  forget  to  tell  you  about 
his  mechanic  mate  Chris  who  bled 


his  brakes  for  a  fiver,  diamond 
bloke,  used  to  play  darts  profes¬ 
sionally  “on  ihe  circuit" . . . 

Mrs  Unde  Steve  —  who 
can  ever  remember 
her  name?  Certainly 
not  Unde  Steve,  who 
refers  to  her  as  “it"  —  would  be 
quietly  thrilled  with  Songs  Jmm 
Northern  Britain  by  Teenage 
Fandub  (Creation)  because,  with 
their  winsome  Scottish  harmonies 
and  sturdy  oak-beam  lovelines, 
they  will  remind  her  of  the  first  fella 
she  ever  fell  in  love  with,  and 
planned  to  marry,  until  Unde  Steve 
bought  her  that  Tfa  Maria  and  it  all 
went  to  pot 


Grandma?  Well,  for  the  grand¬ 
mother  who  was  a  bit  of  a  goer  in 
her  day.  Curtains  by  the 
Tindersticks  (Island)  evokes  that 

drunk-on-red-wine,  faded-velvel- 
dresses-and-demob-suiis  era  with 

which  she’ll  no  doubt  be  very 
familiar.  Do  warn  her  in  advance, 
however,  that  there's  a  big  swear 
word  an  track  three.  She  may  want 
to  sing  along  with  it.  For  the  prim 

grandma,  the  p  re- Raphael!  te  pasto¬ 
ral  strummings  of  the  Sundays' 
Static  and  Silence  (Pariophone) 
would  be  ideal  —  the  tempo  never 
goes  above  knitting-speed. 

That  lovey-dovey  couple  who 
spend  every  weekend  blocking  the 
aisles  in  Ikea  because  they'  are 


holding  hands  over  a  pine  colander 
and  kissing?  For  them  we  have 
Andromeda  Heights  by  Prefab 
Sprout  (Sony)  —  a  Sondheimian 
paean  to  ihe  beauty  of  life,  the 
inevitability  of  death  and  the  won¬ 
der  of  the  night  sky.  Do  bear  in 
mind  that  they  will  probably  con¬ 
ceive  to  il.  however,  and  you  will  be 
godmother  to  a  grumpy  child  called 
Andromeda. 

Workmates  are  always  tricky. 
You  hate  them:  if  you  had  your  way 
they’d  be  getting  an  envelope  full  of 
mould.  But  since  June  they  have 
been  filled  with  smugness  about 
the  gift  they  have  got  you.  So  give 
the  “wacky"  bloke  with  the  horrible 
ties  Ladies  and  Gentlemen.  We  are 
now  Floating  in  Space  by  Spiritu¬ 
alized  (Dedicated),  a  collection  of 
druggy  symphonies  of  unspeakable 
glory.  He'll  hate  it.  Goal! 

And  get  the  office  cow  Death  to 


the  Pixies  by  the  Pedes  (4AD).  As 
itY  a  collection  of  some  of  the 
filthiest,  most  abrasive  surf-rock 
ever  recorded,  shell  be  horrified. 
Goal  two!  And  the  boss?  Blur  by 
Blur  (Pariophone).  He  liked 
Parklife.  with  its  chirpy  geezer 
cockney  pop  and  singalong  chorus¬ 
es,  bui  he  won't  be  singing  along  to 
the  garage  thrash  of  Chinese 
Bombs.  Oh  no.  Hell  be  worried 
that  “he  doesn't  get  it",  that  he’s  too 
old.  and  hell  be  penning  his 
resignation  by  the  new  year.  Hat- 
trick! 

Secure  in  the  knowledge  that  you 
have  once  and  for  all  proven  that 
your  colleagues  have  the  musical 
taste  of  dead  sponges,  you  can  feel 
free  to  rreat  yourself  to  OK  Com¬ 
puter  by  Radiobead  (Pariophone). 
which  just  is  the  best  album  of  the 
year.  Because  Christmas,  at  the  end 
of  the  day.  is  all  about  vow. 


If  s  two  for  the  show  from  Rorti  Size,  the  award-winning  in-your-face-face  of  drum  and  bass,  while  Supergrass  (right)  chum  out  the  sort  of  guitar-led  rock  that  makes  you  feel  good  about  being  alive  at  the  end  of  the  millennium 

David  Sinclair,  meanwhile,  sees  salvation  in  the  clatter  of  drum  and  bass 


I  remember  being  struck  by 
the  genius  of  Roni  Size’s 
album  Newforms  (Talkin' 
Loud/Mercury)  while  travel¬ 
ling  on  a  train.  I  had  heard  it 
before,  but  its  ultra-hip  ma¬ 
ture  of  jazzy  vocals  and  drum 
and  bass  grooves  hadn't  really 
clicked. 

However,  accompanied  by 
the  pneumatic  vibration  of  the 
carriage  and  a  view  of  the 
English  countryside  racing 
past  the  window,  the  frantic 
momentum  of  numbers  such 
as  Railing.  Morse  Code.  Des¬ 
tination  and  the  awesome 
Brown  Paper  Bag  seemed  to 
assume  a  deep  karmic  signifi¬ 
cance  that  has  stayed  with  me 
ever  since. 

At  that  point.  Size  and  his 
group  Reprazent  were  stiff, 
unknown  outside  die  world  of 
hardcore  drum  and  bass,  and  - 
the  album  had  next  to  no. 
chance  of  being  a  hit  Eight 


Crossing  the 
bridge  of  Size 
to  tomorrow 


weeks  later  Newforms  had 
won  the  Mercury  Music  Prize 
and  Size  was  bring  hailed  as 
the  new  messiah  of  drum  and 


Whether  or  not  you  sub¬ 
scribe  to  the  idea  of  drum  and 
bass  as  the  “new  jazz",  it  is  by 
far  the  most  exrittngdevclop- 
mentin  British  popular  music 
since  the  hoose/rave  revolu¬ 
tion  erf  the  1980s  and  may  well 
have  an  equally  profound 
effect  on  how  we  listen  to 


music  in  future.  My  other 
favourites  from  this  supple 
and  free-ranging  genre  are  the 
propulsive  Big  Loada  by 
Squarepnsher  (Warp),  the 
cinematic  Colours  by  Adam  F 
(Posjtiva/EMI)  and  the  sophis¬ 
ticated  self-tided  album  by 
D*Note  (VC/Virgin). 

The  deluded  way  in  which 
the  supposed  demise  of  the 
Spice  Girls  has  been  reported 
by  a  media  determined  to  cut 
them  down  to  size  has  failed  to 


dog  christmas 


take  account  of  one  inconve¬ 
nient  detail.  Their  “flop"  al¬ 
bum,  Spiceworld  (Virgin), 
which  cant  seem  to  make  up 
its  mind  whether  to  be  No  I  or 
No  2  in  the  charts,  is  actually 
crammed  with  top  tunes.  I 
hear  it  most  days,  thanks  to 
my  daughter  and  her  friends, 
and !  applaud  its  sheer  vivaci¬ 
ty  and  positive  message.  But 
mainly  I  just  like  the  tunes. 

For  very  different  reasons,  I 
continue  tn  adore  Radio- 
head's  OK  Computer  (Pario¬ 
phone),  another  sublime 
collection  of  songs  that  offer  a 
window  on  the  twisted,  misan¬ 
thropic  world  view  of  singer 
Thom  Yorke.  An  honourable 
mention  in  the  rock-groups- 
wi  th-in  tegri  ty-led-by-  s  inge  rs  - 
with-a-chip-on-their-shou  lder 
category  must  also  go  to  The 
Verve,  who  have  at  last  man¬ 
aged  to  pull  off  a  similar  trick 
with  thrar  impressive  third 
album.  Urban  Hymns  (Hut). 

This  has  been  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  year  for  British 
music.  Although  overall 
sales  are  static,  the  ten  best¬ 
selling  albums  of  1997  in  the 
UK,  so  far,  are  all  by  British 
ads.  So  perhaps  it  is  fitting 
that  my  only  non-British  fa¬ 
vourite  should  be  a  rank 
outsider,  namely  Intervision 
(Warp)  by  the  Finnish  compos¬ 
er  and  producer,  Jixni  Tenor. 
A  tremendous  musician,  clas¬ 
sically  trained  on  saxophone, 
piano  and  flute,  yet  steeped  in 
the  grimy,  lo-fi  production 
values  of  street-level  club  cul¬ 
ture.  Tenor  marries  gorgeous 
jazz-fonk  melodies  to  lounge- 
core-techno  grooves  to  pro¬ 
duce  music  of  wondrous 
ingenuity  and  exuberance. 

It  was  also  a  vintage  year  for 
rock  traditionalists.  Bob 
Dylan  made  an  unexpected 
return  to  form  with  Time  Out 
of  Mind  (Columbia),  Reef 
swaggered  to  No  1  with  Glow 
(Sony  S2).  Mike  Scott  redis¬ 
covered  electric  rock'n’roll 
with  the  poetic  Still  Burning 
(Chrysalis)  and  Paul  Wcflcr 
came  up  with  a  handful  of 
spine-tingling  swigs  on  his 
underrated  Heavy  Soul  (Go! 
Discs/Island}. 

But  my  money  still  goes  on 
the  Rolling  Stones  lot  Bridges 
to  Babylon  (Virgin),  an  album 
that  roots  twice  as  hard  as  any 
of  the  above  (except  Reef), 
exuding  a  delinquent  energy 
—  particularly  in  Mkk  Jag- 
get’s  weal  performances  — 
that  time  has  emphatically 
faffed  to  erode.  There  will 
never  be  another  group  to 
touch  them. 


Follow  the  star 
this  Christmas. 


Find  these  and  other  great  value  gifts. 


h.m\ 
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juuan  clary -special 
DELIVERY  Ahethawfwiw^TiWQ'34 
venues  r  su  waeM.  JC  o  be*® 

Now  Year  teelartng  on  and  s*  l™ 
tounSay  01  OTirtndanel  good  lw® 

One  0<  me  strow's  rm»ts.  be*0ve  *t  o* 

not  is  babes  _  Iia~l 

VaudwlBeTboefre  n*3ta*.*C2 

10171  *359967)  Opens  Wrtgm,apn* 

Then  MorvSaL  Bpm.  mfll  SflL  3pw. 

PHILHARUONIA  ORCHESTRA: 

jjrtwsLevmo  tf»  artislie  (flrodar  O'  “* 
New York  Mttiopowan  Opera, 
conducts  an  6rtnmg  oi  Brahms 
leanjnng  Tti&c  Cbwruw  VwiiJi 
Cor-ceno.  and  Symphony  No  4 
vcSn  soloist  Mw  Vengeiw. 

Festival  Hod.  Sown  Bank  SET  (0171- 
S604SJ2I  Tomgtt.  7  30pm.  B 
SLAVA'S  SHOWSMOW  Slava  May 
and  his  company  ralum  wth  mw 
of  mgemous  downing  buWi A0  to  an 
amazing,  rampesiuous  ctonas. 

Old  Vic  Warertoo  Road.  S£l  (01 71- _ 

KereiS)  Opens  tonight  745pm  man 
Mon-Sat.  7  45pm.  mate  Sal  and  soma 
.Toefcday^  Ltoi  January  3  H 
THE  WASTE  LAND  Fiona  5haw 
eertomis  T  S  Bor  37  memorabe 
rmnutes  ol  what  ns  aeaw  once  cased 
niS'  ihyThmigiumOl'ng"  DeBorab 
Warner  i±re«s  a  loui-weeb  season  m 

TO  wortd  s  oldea:  music  ha# 

Wilton's  Musk;  HaH,  Grace's  AKw.  oil 

EnsignSl.  El  10171-Kfl  2?S3)  Opera 

Sun  420pm  Dec  15-17. 7 Then 
Mon-Sat  7  20pm  and  0  45pm.  Sun.opm 
and  7pm  UnU  January  11 
LONDON  WOMAD  WEEKEND:  The 
Baibcan  wd  be  buzarg  ma  weekend  as 
me  Centre's  second  Global  Sprit 
ie3tivaJ  gets  gomg  Free  events  abound, 
while  among  ttw  itgitfglTts  m  the 
Borb>can  Hal  are  a  ooncari  lonwrtw 
f7pmi  by  Zap  Mama  and  Ghosflend. 


a  BEAUTY  AND  THE  BEAST 

Disney  s  film  limed  mio  a  rat  Broadway 
musrcaL  J  tie- Atari  ah  Bngnten  and 
Alasdaif  Harvey  a3  the  leads  wim 
sijppon  irorr  me  iitea  of  De»e*  Gnflilhs 
ana  Norman  Rossmgion 
Dominion  Tottenham  Coiri  Road.  Wi 
I0171-J16&K0I  Mon-SaL  7.»pm.  mat 
Sal.  2.20pm 

■  CHICAGO  Revised  version  of  the 
celebrated  hander  &  Ebb  musaca) 
directed  ov  Water  Bobore  A  multi-Tony 
winner  on  Broadway  last  year  Starring 
RuIUm  Hanshafl  utaUanper.  Henry 
Goodman  and  Nigel  Planer 
Adelphl  Strand.  London  WC2 10171- 
244  0056)  Mon-Sat  8pm.  mats  Wed 
and  Sat  2  30pm.  Q 
E  CHICKS  WITH  FUCKS  Jackie 
dune's  mpresswe  (and  doubtless 
campi  musical  tribute  to  the  tSsco 
divas  ol  TO  70s  Her  mparsonatwn  tk 
Karen  Carpenter  is  said  to  be  Hawfess 
King's  Head  Upper  Street  N>  (0171- 
226  19 16)  Tue-Uur.  6pm:  Fn  and  Sat 
7pm  end  9pm.  Sun,  3  30pm  UnU 
January  a  B 

B  DAVID  COPPUlFin  Tl  Montww 
Francis  adapts  and  areas  the  Otefcara 
Idle  lor  fns  last  production  as  artistic 
director  Darrsen  Matthews  playa  David. 
Greenwich.  Croornaf-M.  5£  10(01  Bl- 
858  7755)  Mon-SaL  7.45pm.  ma  Sal. 
220pm  n»cl-we«K  mats  Dec  11,10. 

2  30pm:  Dec  22. 26. 27. 29. 2pm.  Jar 
IS  2  30pm  UnM  January  24  0 
B  THE  HOUSE  OF  DESIRES:  One 
Horse  present  a  remarkable  comedy  by 
T0 1  Ttn-cenrur/  poet  dramatist  and 
rum.  Scr  Juana  Ires  do  la  Cruz,  who  was 


NEW  RFI  FASES 

A  FURTHER  GESTURE  (IS)'  Stephen 
Rea's  escaped  IRA  prisoner  finds  He 
hard  m  Manhattan.  Boqusnt  lunar 
drama  with  Rosana  Pastor  and  Alfred 
Molina  Director.  Robed  Domhohn. 

ABC  PfccwBHy  (0171-4373861) 

I  KNOW  WHAT  YOU  DO  LAST 
SUMMER  (18)  Reckless  tesnagere  got 
then  comeuppance  variable  honor  Mm 
from  the  writer  ol  Scream  With  Jemfter 
Love  Hewitt.  Freddie  Pnrtze  Jr  Director. 
JimGiBospre 

adeems:  Kensington  (0181-31S  4214) 
Swiss  Cottage  (018 13 15  4220)  Plaza 
G (0990  888890)  RltzyjOl  71  -737 
2 1 2 1 )  Ua  WMteleys  B  (0990  888990) 
Virgins:  Fidhsm  Rood  (01 71 -370 
26361  Traodero  0(0181-970  6015) 
Warner  B  (0171-437  4343) 

PERSONS  UNKNOWN  (IB)'  Joe 
Mantegna.  KsHy  Lynch  and  Naorn  Watts 
tun  the*  fingers  steal  ng  drug  money 
So-so  Cfime  ihrfler.  rirected  by  George 
Hckenkwpar 
Metro  (01 71  -437  0757) 

«  TOMORROW  NEVER  DIES  1 12): 
Perea  Brosnan  s  Jamea  Bond  combats 
an  evil  meefia  mogul  (Jonathan  Pryce) 
Set  piece  Hints.  bui  hide  sparkle  With 
Mchefle  Yeah  and  Ten  Hatcher. 

Director.  Roger  Spoflrwroode. 

ABC  Tottenham  Court  Rood  (0171- 
636  6148)  Bartdcsn  6  (0171 -638  8891) 
Ctepham  Picture  House  (0171-498 
3323)  Cunon  MqrWr  (0171 -368  1 720) 
Greenwich  [0181  -235  3005)  NotCng 
HIB  Coronet  0  (0171-727  6705) 


WEEKEND  CHOICE 


A  daily  guide  to  arts 
and  entertainment 
complied  by  MaritHargta 


ord  a  ram  London  appearance  on 
Sunday  (7pm)  Dy  me  itusmoua  jazz 
vocalist  N*»  Simone 
Jurtlean,  SJk  Street  ECE  (0171-638 
8891)  Tomorrow  and  Sunday.  ® 

ELSEWHERE 

BIRMINGHAM:  A  cast  o>  star  sotaiats 
15  assembled  lor  this  concert 
perform  arcs  by  Die  Cltjr  of 
Birmingham  Symphony  Orchsjtra  of 


Julian  Clary  with 
baby  talk  at  the  vaudeville 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeremy  Kingston's  assessment 
of  theatre  Slowing  In  London 
■  House  ha,  returns  only 
Q  Some  swats  naltabta 
G  Soots  at  *U  prices 


eventually  ordered  la  stop  writing  after 
daureng  a  woman's  right  to  be  an 
intellectual  Her  play's  sublet  a  mree 
men  and  two  women  (drived  ro 
overlapping  love  trarrgies,  and  also 
locked  together  nn  a  house. 

BAC.  Lavender  INI.  SW1 1  (0171-223 
2223).  Tue-Sat  8pm.  mat  Sun.  6pm 
□  AN  IDEAL  HUS8ANO:  Return  cf 
Pew  Hall's  en)uyabie  production, 
bnmlul  at  deceptions.  Starring  Martin 
Shew  and  Sknan  Ward,  and  Kate 
O'Mara  as  the  svain  trouWemakBr 
GMgud.ShaimsiMyAve.W1  (0171- 
494  5065).  Mon-Sat.  7  45pm;  mats  Thur 
3pm  and  Saf.  4pm 

BIKME  GRIMM  TALES  A  second 
group  ol  stories  by  the  same  team  ol 
Carol  Arn  Duffy  twnter)  and  Trm  Supfie 
(drectol  who  created  the  exoelarK  1994 
show.  Marvekousty  macabre 
The  Young  Vic,  66  The  Cut  SE1 
(0171-928  63631  Mon-Sai  at  various 
tines  (10  30am,  1  30pm.  230pm.  7pm) 
and  on  Sun  (Jan  4. 11. 18).  4pm 
■  OTHELLO-  David  Harewood  makes 
his  National  Theatre  debut  fn  TO  ute  rale 
ol  Sam  Mendea'9  production,  vrth 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brown's  assessment  of 
(Wire  In  London  and  (where 
Inflated  wRh  the  symbol  ♦  ) 
on  relsese  across  ths  country 


Odeons:  Camdan  Town  (0181-315 
4255)  KenMngtoo  (0181  -315  4214) 
Leicester  Square  (0181-3154215) 
Marble  Arch  (0181-315  4216)  Swiss 
OoBago(0181-Jl5  4220)Rttry(0171- 
7372121)  Scmn/Beker  Street  (0171- 
935  2772)  Virgins;  Chelses  (0171-352 
5096)  FHdham  Reed  (0171-3702838) 

CURRENT 

♦  THE  BORROWERS  (U):  Minuscule 
scavengers  light  lor  TOrf  home. 
Exhiaranng  taniy  (Mm.  much  adapted 
from  TO  ctildren's  classic  WWiJofn 
Goodrren.  Jkn  Broedbenc.  Director. 
Peter  Vteertt 

Bert!  ran  B  (01 71 -638  8891) 
Qreenwlch  (0181-2®  3005)  Odeons: 
Kensington  (0181  -315  4214)  Marble 
Arch  (0181-315  42161  Swiss  Cottege 
(01 81 -3 1 5 4220)  Plan fiR»90 
8889901  UCI  WhltetoysB  (0990 
888990)  VtrglmcFUliwn  Rood  |01 71- 
3702638)  TrocMtarag)  (0181-970 
6015)  Wsmsr  8(0171-437  4343) 

•  COP  LAND  (15)  Lazy  sheriff 
ponders  wh a)  to  do  aboi*  corrupt  cops. 
Flawed  bur  absorbing  drama,  wah 


HiropereSrx*3  Hans#  and  Gmasf 

Susan  Perry  and  Rose  Mantwn  png  TO 
Dde  rates,  with  Mary  Lloyd  Davies  and 
Donald  Maxwell  as  the  penunoufi 
parents  Mark  Elder  conducts  the 
orchestra  and  TO  CBS  Youth  Choir. 
Symphony  Hafl.  Broad  Street  (0121- 
2123333)  Tonight,  7pm  0 

GLASGOW- Antony  Besch  reruma  to 

Scottish  open  to  (fired  tmorigmd 
production  of  Puconf  s  Tosca.  winch 
((pdenw  the  acricn  to  Muesofn'a  fascist 
frafyarTOl940s  Soprano  EEsSwth 
Byrne  sings  TO  ude  rote,  with  Mairhcw 
Best  as  TO  wNainous  Scarpia. 

Theatre  Royal,  Hope  Street  (0141-332 
SOOO).  Opsra  loraght.  7 15pm  B 

Also  m  Glasgow:  Rafph  Riach  plays 
TO  old  stanflrt  m  Andy  Fansira 
production  of  A  CtaWmasCWBl  tor 
Commuricado.  using  Neil  BarffstTS 
effective  adaptation. 

Thin  Theatre,  63  Trongare  (0141  -552 
4267).  Opens  tonight,  7  30pm  Plays 
most  evse  730pm.  Mats  almost  dally. 
2pm  Dac  15 1pm  and  Dec  31, 6pm.  K 
MANCHESTER:  The  v«uom  English 
ptentel  Peier  Dorahoe  Joins  TO  BBC 
Phtfwmortc  under  Vtestly  Snateky  kx 
a  pedormancu  Ol  TcftflkwsKy'9  Plano 
Concerto  Not  The  programme  also 
leauea  Schadrm's  Carmen  Battel  Suite 
and  Shostakovich's  SympTOny  No  1. 
Bridgewater'  HaH,  Lower  Mosley 
Street  (0161-007  wool.  Tomorrow, 
730pm  B 

WARWICK:  RlcTOrd  Armstrong 
conducts  TO  Bournemouth 
Symphony  Oreheatre  in  an  aKngteh 
programme  The  leading  viol  rust  Tasmn 
Ltttte  joms  TO  orchestra  in  a 
parfnmancs  ol  Elgar’s  VioM  Concerto, 
which  ts  tramed  by  worts  by  Bfcs  and 
waken 

Warwick  Arts  Centre,  Untesrslty  of 
Warwick  (01203  524S24]  Tomorrow, 

7  30pm  B 


Claire  Skmnar  as  Mrs  Othello  and 
Sman  RusseB  Beate  as  logo. 

Nattortel  (Cotteakw).  South  Bar*. 

SEl  (0171-928  2252).  Tonight  and 
romonow,  7  7pm;  mat  lomonow. 

I  30pm.  In  rap. 

□  SCISSOR  HAPPY-  Comedy 
whodumt  where  TO  audience  can  play 
detective  Adapted  by  Nel  MuUaitay. 

Lee  Simpson  and  Robert  Hartay  tan  TO 
LIS  long-runner  Shear  Madness. 
Duchen.  Catherine  S&eeL  WC2 
(0171-494  5075)  Mort-Fn.  8pm:  SaL 
530pm  and  8  30pm.  rrral  Wed. 

230pm. 

□  TMNK  NO  EVIL  OF  US  David 
Benson  compietea  more  than  a  year  ol 
tcumg  ms  tasonailng-  semi- 
autobkigraphtcel  bography  ot  Kenneth 
WBrens  Last  dianoe  to  see  tms  fumy 
and  poignant  show 

Lyric  Sturflo.  King  Street 
Hammersmith.  WG  (0181-741  8701) 
Mon-SaL  8pm,  mat  SoL  430pm.  B 

LONG  RUNNERS 

□  Stood  Brothers:  Phoenix  (0171-309 

1733)  ...  □  An  Inspector  Cate 
Gamck  (0171-494  5085)  .  □  Jesus 

Christ  Supantar  Lyceum  (0171-856 
1807}  .  .  ■  Las  MMrabtos  Palace 
(0171-4340909)  OMlssSaigsn. 
Drury  Lwie  (0171-494  5400)  . 

B  OBveri-  Palladium  (0171-4945020) 

..  MTh*  Phantom  of  the  Opera. 
HerMapsty  s  (0171-494  5400)  . 

□  Smofrey  Joe's  Cafa-  Pnnce  ol 
Wales  (0171-839  5987) 

Ticket  mkjrmaBon  supplied  by  Society 
ot  London  Theatre. 


Sylvester  Stallone.  Harvey  Katul. 

Robert  On  Niro. 

Groamrich  (0181  235  3005)  Odeons: 
Camden  Town  (0181 -315  4255) 
Kensington  (0181-3164214)  Marble 
Arch  (0181-315  4216)  Swiss  Cottege 
(0181-315  4220)  Ritzy  (0171-7372121) 
Scroen/Bafeer  Sheet  (0171-935  2772) 
SorowfGroen  (0171-2263520)  UCI 
WNteieys  0(0990  888990)  Vfcglns: 
Cheteea  (0 1 7 1 -352  50B6)  Thxwiero 
B  (0181  -970  6015)  Warner  Q  (01 71  - 
437  4343) 

rrs  A  WONDERFUL  UFE'fU)  Frank 
Capra's  American  dassic.  revrvod  m  a 
newprlnt  Wih  James  Stewart  as  TO 
doubting  do-gooder 
Ctapham  Picture  House  (0171-498 
3323)  Curaon  West  End  |0171369 
1 722)  Scman/HBI  Q  [01 71  -435  3366) 
Vbgln  Ftdham  Road  (01 71 370  2636) 
ONE  NIGHT  STAND  (18)  Abeorbmg 
study  n  rfideSly  and  Its  an ermelh. 
Excalent  performances  from  Westey 
Snipes.  Nastassja  Klnsky.  Robert 
Downey  Jr  ana  Kyle  MacLachlan 
Witer-rfiractor.  Mika  Hggis. 

Gettofi  (0171  7274043)  Odeon 
Camden  Town  (0181-3(5  4S5)  Plaza 
6)  (0990  888990)  RRzy  (01 71-737 
2121)  UCI  WNtoleys  (9(0990  888890) 
Vhgfa  Trocedero®  (0181-970  6015) 
Warner  Q  (0171-437  4343) 

PARADISE  ROAD  (15).  Women  PoWs 
r  Sunatia  keep  up  thw  onnge  by 
farming  a  char  Reasonably  uplWng 
drama,  wffhGlervi  Cktse  and  PauSne 
Colins.  Dtrocrcr,  Bruce  Beresfard 
ABC  Shaftosbunr  Ay  (01 71 -836  8279) 


A  toilet 
duck  of 
a  comic 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  12 199?  ^  _ 


riwf 


0^tif 


Frank  Skinner  is  come¬ 
dy^  stealth  weapon. 
He  seemed  to  creep 
into  fame  without  any* 
one  noticing,  and  once  he  gat 
there  it  was  as  if  he  had  ban 
around  for  ever.  After  a  Perri¬ 
er  award,  some  successful 
television  work  and  a  hit 
single,  he  has  stealthily  be¬ 
come  Britain's  most  popular 
live  comedian. 

To  celebrate  his  remarkably 
short  ten  years  in  comedy 
Frank  Skinner  played  Batter¬ 
sea  Power  Station,  Not  the 
station  itself,  more  the  shadow 
of  the  station;  a  shame,  really, 
since  there  is  nothing  more  apt 
to  warm  ynur  winter  Schaden¬ 
freude  than  a  top  comedian 
being  upstaged  by  a  pQe  of 
bricks. 

Still,  it  was  the  biggest  ever 
sob  comedy  show,  with  an 
audience  of  6,000,  proper 
rock'n'roll  TV  screens,  hot  dog 
stands  and  a  bar  with  nine 
refrigerators  full  of  lemon  and 
lime  aJ copops.  As  he  quite 
rightly  remarked:  "This  is  a 
dramatic  setting  for  an  hour 
and  a  half  of  nob  jokes  isn’t  it?" 

And  such  nob  jokes.  No 
comedian,  save  perhaps  Mich¬ 
ael  Palin,  has  such  boyish 
charm.  But  even  Palin  cant 
tell  a  nob  joke  the  way  Skinner 
can.  From  his  unprintable 
experiment  with  lemon-iscent- 
ed  wet-wipes  to  his  unprint¬ 


able  excursion  into  sexual 
excess  it  was  an  evening  of 
divine  puerility. 

Comedy,  particularly  ingen¬ 
uously  naughty  stuff  such  as 
Skinner's,  really  works 
through  intimacy.  The  puhlic*s 
love  of  Skinner  rests  on  the 
idea  that  he  is  just  a  nice  bloke 
who  tells  jokes  a  wee  bit  too 
fruity  for  other  blokes  to  get 
away  with  down  the  pub.  Of 
course,  other  blokes  don’t  get 
to  tell  them  to  6.000  people. 

But  it  was  actually  the  acute 
bathos  of  his  material  that 
made  it  possible  for  him  to 
work  a  crowd  of  that  size.  Had 
he  tried  to  be  terribly  clever 
(and,  much  as  he  keeps  it 
hidden,  I  suspect  that  he  is 
verydever  indeed)  it  could  all 
have  gone  horribly  wrong. 
Instead  he  bonded  away  hap¬ 
pily,  told  us  terrible  secrets 
about  his  sex  life  and 
victimised  the  front  raw  as  if 
he  were  playing  the 
Birmingham  Anglers 
Association. 

A  show  this  size  is  as  much 
about  spectacle  as  it  is  about 
comedy,  it  was  certainly  an 
impressive  gig  for  a  solo  nob 
gag  merchant,  but  any  larger 
and  one  might  as  well  be 


JM  ' 


With  6,000  punters  at  his  Battersea  show,  Frank  Skinner  set  a  record  for  a  solo  comedian 


watching  it  on  TV.  As  yet  merchant.  David  BaddieL  may  be  the  thought  of  Skinner 

Britain's  biggest  gig  proper  .  Since  there  really  is  no  way  for  and  Baddiel  sitting  around  at 
was  played  by  a  duo  including  ■  them  to  get  bigger,  it  seems  home  comparing  gig  sizes. 
Skinner's  fonner  flatmate,  that  one  of  the  more  memora-  UT-rr-nTt?  iTrr»*u 

that  other  great  nob  gag  ble  images  of  1990s  comedy  H.ETTLE  JUDAH 


CONCERTS:  Four  languid  hands  on  two  pianos;  two  whirling  hands  on  an  array  of  percussion:; 


Sisters’ 

shortfall 


MERCIFULLY  prompt  though  they 
are  — •  at  least  to  those  who  knew  that 
the  starting  time  of  their  recital  had 
been  put  bade  by  half  an  hour  —  Katia 
and  MarieUe  Labeque  are  apparently 
not  very  good  at  arithmetic-  Certainly. 
Debussy's  En  blanc  et  noir  and  Petite 
Suite,  Bach's  Double  Concerto  in  C 
and  Tchaikovsky's  Capricdo  Italien 
do  not  add  up  to  a  concert  Even  with 
an  encore  reckoned  in,  it  is  still  30 
minutes  short:  signing  CDs  in  the 
foyer  afterwards  does  not  count 
It  would  be  a  pity  if,  after  being  such 
a  valuable  adornment  to  the  four- 
hands  repertoire  for  so  long,  the 
Labeque  sisters  ceased  to  be  the  good 
value  they  have  always  been.  There  are 
signs,  however,  that  they  find  a  little 
less  jay  these  days  in  making  music 
with  each  other.  It  would  have  made 
sense,  for  example,  to  begin  the  concert 
with  foe  Petite  Suite,  which  would  have 
been  so  much  more  friendly  an 


introduction  than  the  other  Debussy 
piece,  the  comparatively  forbidding 
product  of  the  composer’s  wartime  last 
years.  En  blanc  et  noir.  As  it  was.  the 
first  item  to  rouse  the  audience  to  more 
than  polite  enthusiasm  was  the  last 
and  the  noisiest,  Tchaikovsky’s  ar¬ 
rangement  of  his  Capricdo  Italien. 
which -inspired  in  Katia  her  familiar 
vocalisations,  heel-tapping  and  gener¬ 
al  posture  of  abandon.  MarieUe  in  the 
meantime,  her  face  hidden  from  the 
audience  by  her  hair,  kept  decorously 
still. 

There  was  no  dcrubt  about  the 
technical  quality  of  their  performance 
of  En  blanc  et  noir,  Perhaps  .the 
problem,  apart. from,  the  absence-nf. 
their  characteristic  flair  in  presenta¬ 
tion.  is  that  the  Bridgewater  Hall  is  too 
big  for  such  an  intimate  work.  In  these 
circumstances,  in  spite  of  the  brilliance 
of  the  fugal  last  movement  of  the  Bach 
and  the  exquisite  lyricism  of  En  bateau 
in  the  Petite  Suite,  the  bigger  the 
gesture  the  more  effective  it  was. 

It  is  true  that  there  are  not  many 
classical  pieces  which,  like  the  jazz 
encore  offered  here,  end  on  a  down¬ 
ward  glissando  so  vigorous  that  it 
bounces  a  pianist  dramatically  to  her 
feet  But  as  the  Labeque  sisters  must 
know  better  than  anyone,  there  are 
more  than  enough  four-hand  pieces 
suitable  for  a  two-hour  concert  in  a 
large  hall. 

Gerald  Larner 


Flat  out  in 
the  sticks 


TUESDAY  night  was  percussion  night 
in  London,  with  Evelyn  Glennie's 
performance  in  the  Barbican’s  Celebri¬ 
ty  Recitals  series  coinciding  with  the 
Safri  Duo’s  Wigmore  Haft  -appear1 
ance.  More  than  any  other  instrument 
talists,  tills  new  breed  of  concert 
percussionist  has  had  to  create  its  own 
repertory,  and  Glennie’s  programme 
featured  no  fewer  than  eight  fairly 
unfamiliar  composers. 

Two  worics  were  receiving  their 
world  premieres.  Dave  Heaths  Dark¬ 
ness  to  Light  opens  in  a  world  of 
gloomy,  disembodied  effects  but  builds 
towards  a  glowing,  dreamy  dose.  It  is 
a  more  substantial  score  than  the  other 
new  work,  Reuben  De  Lautouris  Piece 
MeaL  in  which  dense  piano  and  drum 
parts  move  in  and  out  of  focus  with 
each  other  but  offer  tittle  musical 
interests.  Perhaps  we  did  not  hear 
quite  the  balance  intended,  because 
Philip  Smith.  Glennie’s  pianist,  was 
often  barely  audible. 

Both  performances  highlighted  a 


shortcoming  in  Glennie's  hugely  im¬ 
pressive  act  Despite  her  breathtaking 
virtuosity  and  very  cornnumicative 
spoken  introductions  to  the  works,  she 
is  sometimes  so  score-bound  that  the 
primed  music  becomes  both  a  physical 
and  imagined  barrier  between  her  and 
the  audience.  Much  of  the  music  she 
plays  demands  improvisatory ,  free* 
dom.  or  at  least  an  illusion  of  it 

Glennie  would  also  do  everyone  a  - 
favour  by  seeking  out.  better  compos-  . 
ers.  Too  much  of  what  she  performs 
jacks  musical  originality,  relying  in¬ 
stead  on  the  kind  erf  riffs  percussionists 
love  to  play  for  their  own  amusement. 
'David  'Home’s  RetadimgOut,  a  study 
-for  untuned- pejoursion,  AskeUu Mas¬ 
son’s  Prim  for-spii>  snare  drum,  and 
the  standard  jazz  of  John  Psarhas's 
Drum  Dances  were  all  too  predictable, 
though  Psathas  proved  himself  capa¬ 
ble  of  something  more  interesting  in 
his  exuberant pfdppy  Tachyons. 

But  in  the  right  music,  Glennie  is 
sensational.  Toshimitsu  Tanaka’s  Vjg 
haunting  TWo  Movements  and  ” 
Nebojsa  Zivkdvic's  elegiac  Las  Violons 
Marts .  both  for  solo  marimba,  showed 
her  capable  of  great  emotional  depth. 
Above  all,  in  Ian  Finkel’s  The  Gypsy 
Virtuoso,  a  dazzling  medley  of  Roma¬ 
ny-inspired  tunes  receiving  its  first 
British  performance,  Glennie  played 
with  wild  abandon  and  proved  what  a 
wonderful  entertainer  she  can  be. 

John  Allison 
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ART  GALLERIES 


THEATRES 


PARKIN  GAUJSfY  SI  6  Jan. 
Wraar  Baboon  6  Lots  Wan  Cm 
ton  £30  ipwanfe  li  Moteonfc  St 
SVY).  MorvFii  IWpm  tel  2358144 
Gatev  Closed  23  Dec-5  Jan 


OPERA  &  BALLET 

COLISEUM  0171 6328300  C24t») 
ENGLISH  NATIONAL  BALLET 
Do*  Deane's  New  Reduction 

THE  NUTCRACKER 

Mon-Sa  7  30cm.  Wad  &  Sa 
to!  230om  Ttas  Fiqn  £750 


THE  ROYAL  OPERA 

Bax  Office  0171 304  4000 
at  TO  Shaftesbury  TTmztni 
Box  Office  0171 3795399 
Tekets  also  awfedte  tan 
TK*etmas»  on  0171 957  4020 
Toner,  Man.  Wad  (Last  NgN)  7  so 
PAULBUNYAH 
and  M  TO  Royal  FaatM  HU 

Bax  Office  0171  9604242 
Tue  7  JO  forty  pertormanue) 

EMSABETTA  to  concert 


COMEDY 


LONDON  ARENA  DOCKLANDS 

0171  538 1212  cc 
fWn)  420 1212/344  4444 

EDDIE  IZZARD 
LIVES: ON  SCREEN 

ONE  NIGHT  ONLY 
_ Decen»y  21 


THEATRES 


ADUPtti 

CC24hrsfeit*g  fee)  344  0055 
'Aahowtodiafflf’TefeGafffi 
■Ortpptofl  anti  afjfte*  Egress 

CHICAGO 

THE  MUSICAL 

RUTHS  LTTE 

HENSHALL  LEMPER 

HENRY GOODMAN 
MGS.  PLANS! 

Mon-Sal  8  Wed&SelMasZJO 

ALTCRY  3691730044  4444 

"YotfH  be  dndng  on  Mr  DM 

STEPPING  0DT 

THE  NEW  MUSICAL 
Taopngancfavaiafioy'  Tmes 
ITS  THE  FULL  MONTY  WITH 
TAPPB&GLrrn3tBIG*Di* 
■JUST  WONDERFUL'  WKTrib 
Ews  epn  Mute  Tlu  3Bm  Sal  4pm 
Special  Xmn  Perfa. 
AafcBozOfflcatcrdalafla. 


ALDWYCH  0171 4166003 
CC  344  4444 

Dana  Jwfl  Danch  Is  tritenaltenl 

to  David  Hare's  maiterptoca' 
DIM 

AMY’S  VIEW 

Dtected  by  RICHARD  EYRE 
PrevsB  JanOoeraH  Jan 

ALDWYCH  01 71 4108004/ 

430  0000  Wtofna  lee) 

THE  BOYS 

IN  THE  BAND 
by  MART  CROWLEY 
LAST2WEEK91 
Ews  Seta  Mats  Tto  6  Sal  3nri 


APOLLO  24*  cc0171  494  SOTO 
cc  0171 3444444  (Hcgfae) 
Ops  0171  4945454 
BEN  ELTON'S 

_  POPCORN 

“BecMcflylng-btoodcuiSng 
comady-J  recommend  Kwflh 
raMr  Jcta  Peers  SunTmes 
"lb#  Went  End  has  touod  fla 
rosbfcct  Playwright”  I0S 
Man-Sat  8.00pm 


APOLLO  LABATTS  Hmnenmfli 
0171 41B 6022  CC  017r420 0000 
344  4444  (bta  toe) 

LAST  CHANCE  TO  SEE 


COMEDY  THEATRE  30B 1731 
cc  01 71 344  4444 
■EDWARD  POJPs  MacnMan  a 
tow  da  fores' LSkL 
'CLARE  MGGB4S  ocMtenT  FT. 
taHjghMfenwe's 

A  LETTER  OP 

RESIGNATION 

'Ona  of  TO  BHMt  BMrats  aid 
powartid  plays  In  TO  Watt  End.' 
True  Out 

Mcn-Srt  E»gs  7  45 
Mas  Wed  100.  Site  4  00 


CWTEWON  3881 737/344  4444 

REDUCED  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY  in 

THE  COMPLETE  WORKS 
OFWBJJAM 

SHAKESPEARE  (rttridged) 
AS  37  Plays  !n  97  Wraaea 
"fOarkiua”  Times 
tin  NamT  Sunday  Tbnes 
MasTluaiSflias 
SuietLEwsatSm 
THE  COMPLETE  HSTORY  OF 
AMS6CA  tebrtdged) 
Tuesday*  8pm 
Now  Booking  to  Eeeter  SB 


DQMDOONOm  6S6  T8SK9» 
00000 
10171 


RIVERDANCE 


OAPVStudert  standby 

ElBaflnerta 


APOLLO  VICTORIA  cc  0171 416 
6055  CC  2413  0171 344  4444/0171 
4200000  Gij*  416  6075/413  3321 

Andrew  Uoyd  Webber's 

STARLIGHT  EXPRESS 

THE  FASTEST 
SHOW  ON  EARTH 
Wde  krocMe  iwb  19.45  daly 
TuaASaagnrcteBtangttJ) 


To  advertise 
in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 

Tel:  0171  680  6222 

or  feoc  0171 481 9313 
Cambridge  484  soaiwieeoao 

344 4444/42) 0000|*ttn  tea) 
Groups  494  5454 
4166075/419  3321/4®  5588 

GREASE 

NOW  HITS 
5TH  FANTASTIC  YEAR1 
LUXE  GOSS  as  Danny  ndB  3* 
jhkIAN  KBJKY  FtonasAn 
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the  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  12  1997  _ _  ' _ _ LAW  39 

Court  of  Appeal _  Law  Report  December  12 1997  _ Court  of  Appeal 

When  interests  of  child  are  not  paramount  Police  should  give  reasons 


Regina  v  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department, 
Ex  parte  Gangadeen  and 
Another 

Same  v  Same,  Ex  parte  Khan 

Before  Lord  Justice  Hirst  Lord 
Jusoae  S  win  ton  Thomas  and  Sir 
Brian  Neill 

(Judgment  November  27] 

Where  die  Home  Secretary  was 
considering  the  deportation  or 
remtural  from  the  United  Kingdom 
of  an  illegal  entrant  with  a  child 
raving  right  of  abode,  he  was  not 
bound  rigidly  to  follow  his  own 
policy  guidance  provided  he  gave 
reasons  for  departing  from  it. 

The  practice  of  allowing  such 
persons  to  remain  in  the  United 
Kingdom  was  an  coxa -statutory 
concession  and  the  court  would  be 
slow  to  interfere  with  a  derision 
not  to  gram  it 

In  approaching  the  problem  as  a 
balancing  exercise,  in  which  the 
weight  to  be  given  to  the  consid¬ 
erations  on  each  side  of  the  balance 
was  to  be  assessed  according  to  the 
individual  circumstances  of  the 
case,  the  Home  Secretary  was  not 
out  of  line  with  the"  relevant 
decisions  of  the  European  Court  of 
Human  Rights,  which  did  nor 
support  the  notion  that  the  in¬ 
terests  uf  the  child  were  para¬ 
mount  under  article  S  of  the 
European  Convention  for  the 
Protection  of  Human  Rights  and 
Fundamental  Freedoms  1953  (Cmd 
89691. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held 
dismissing  two  appeals:  (I)  by  Mrs 
Phiiomena  Gangadeen  and  her 
son  Daniel  Jura  wan,  aged  seven, 
against  the  dismissal  by  Mr  Jus¬ 
tice  Harrison  on  November  15. 
1*Wd  of  their  application  for  ju¬ 
dicial  review  of  a  derision  by  the 
Hume  Secretary  on  August  31, 1995 
refusing  tu  grant  her  leave  to 
remain  and  to  proceed  with  her 


removal  to  India:  (H)  by  Mr  Khalid 
Khan  against  the  dismissal  by  Mr 
Justice  Turner  on  October  8. 1996 
of  his  application  for  judkaal 

review  of  a  deportation  order  made 

against  him  by  the  Home  Sec¬ 
retary  on  January  31. 1996. 

Article  8  of  die  European 
Convention  prorides: 

~1  Everyone  has.  the  right  to 
respect  for  his  private  and  family 
life,  his  home  and  ha 
correspondence. 

“2  There  shall  be  no  interference 
by  a  public  authority  with  the 
exercise  of  this  right  except  such  as 
is  in  accordance  with  (he  law  and 
is  necessary  in  a  democratic  society 
in  the  interests  of  notional  security, 
public  safety  qr  the  economic  wefl- 
being  of  the  country,  for  the 
prevention  of  disorder  or  crime,  for 
the  protection  of  health  or  morals, 
or  for  the  protection  of  the  rights 
and  freedoms  of  others." 

Mr  Patrick  Duffy,  QC  and  Mr 
Ram  by  de  Mello  for  Mr  Khan;  Mr 
Nicholas  Blake,  QC  and  Mr  Atoka 
Dias  for  Mrs  Gangadeen  and  her 
son:  Mr  David  Pannick.  QC  and 
Mr  Steven  Kovais  for  Home 
Secretary  in  Khan's  case;  Mr 
David  Pannick.  QC  and  Mr  Mark 
Shaw  for  the  Home  Secretary  in 
Gangadeen  Is  case. 

LORD  JUSTICE  HIRST  said 
the  cases  had  been  listed  together 
because  each  raised  an  important 
question  of  general  principle, 
namely  whether  in  a  case  where  a 
derision  by  the  Home  Secretary  to 
remove  a  person  from  the  United 
Kingdom  affected  the  interests  of 
the  child  of  the  prospective  depor¬ 
tee.  preference  had  to  be  given  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  child  as  the 
paramount  consideration. 

Mrs  Gangadeen,  an  Indian 
arizen,  had  enrered  the  UK  in  1983 
on  six  months  leave  and  had  been 
declared  an  illegal  entrant  in  1993. 
Her  son's  father  was  at  all  material 


times  married  to  another  woman. 
Dan  id  hod  lived  in  the  UK  all  his 
life,  resided  with  his  mother  and 
her  husband,  a  British  citizen,  had 
attended  school  since  1993  and 
retained  a  dose  relationship  with 
his  father  and  other  paternal 
relations. 

Mr  Khan,  a  Pakistani  citizen, 
had  married  a  British  citizen  in 
Pakistan  in  19S9  and  their  daugh¬ 
ter  Saira  had  been  bom  in  the  UK 
in  May  1990.  Mr  Khan  had 
arrived  in. England  in  1992  with  12 
months  leave  lb  enter  as  the 
husband  of  a  British  citizen,  bin 
the  couple  had  separated  in  1993 
and  were  living  apart. 

.  His  Lordship  referred  to  the 
Home  Office  deportation  policy 
guidance  Marriage  and  Children 
(DP/Z/93),  said  to  take  account  of 
article  S  of  the  Convention. 

It  was  common  ground  that  the 
Home  Secretary  was  in  ordinary 
circumstances  obliged  to  act  in 
accordance  with  his  declared  pol¬ 
icy.  which  provided  that  where  a 
marriage  to  or  relationship  with  a 
person  settled  in  the  UK  had  lasted 
more  than  nw  years,  deportation 
or  illegal  entry  action  should  as  a 
general  rule  not  be  initiated  or 
pursued. 

The  policy  also  provided  that  the 
crudal  question  where  a  person  to 
be  removed  or  deported  had 
custody  of  a  child  with  right  of 
abode  m  the  UK  was  whether  it 
was  reasonable  for  the  child  to 
accompany  the  parent  to  live 
abroad.  If  he  departed  from  the 
policy  it  was  incumbent  cm  the 
Hone  Secretary  to  explain  why. 

It  was  also  comm  an  ground  that 
he  must  balance  the  interests  of  the 
child  against  considerations  of 
immigration  policy  and  control 
But  the  two  sides  parted  company 
over  the-  scope  of  the  Home 
Secretary's  discretion  in  applying 
the  policy,  as  to  the  status  in 


English  law  of  the  European 
Convention  and  its  impact  on  the 
construction  of  the  policy  and  as  bo 
foe  degrre  of  primacy  if  apy  which 
must  be  accorded  to  the  interests  of 
the  child  in  the  balancing  exercise. 

Mr  Blake  and  Mr  Duffy  had 
submitted  that  the  best  interests  of 
the  child  must  be  the  paramount 
consideration,  and  that  article  8  as 
interpreted  by  the.dedsions  of  the 
European  Court  of  Human  Rights 
should  directly  inform  the  Home 
Secretary  as  id  the  proper  mode  of 
application  of  his  policy,  which 
should  be  treated  as  a  formal 
instruction  to  immigration  officers 
and  Home  Office  officials. 

Mr  Pannick  had  submitted  that 
the  policy  was  no  more  than 
guidance,  concerned  whh  an  exrra- 
stamrnry  concession  whereby 
people  were  allowed  to  remain 
who  would  otherwise  be  subject  to 
removaL  The  court  should  not 
intervene  provided  the  Home  Sec¬ 
retary  had  regard  to  the  policy  and 
made  a  reasonable  decision. 

It  was  not  open  to  the  applicants 
to  rely  on  the  jurisprudence  of  (he 
European  Court  of  Human  Rights 
since  the  Convention  was  not  part 
of  English  law.  In  any  event  artide 
8  required  no  more  than  a  fan- 
balance  between  competing 
considerations,  with  no  special 
preference  for  family  life  or  the 
interests  of  the  child. 

His  Lordship  reviewed  the 
authorities  an  the  scope  of  the 
Home  Secretary^  discretion  under 
the  policy.  In  his  judgment  the 
essential  purpose  of  the  policy  was 
to  provide  guidance,  so  that  it 
would  be  wrong  to  treat  it  as  a 
rigid  instruction.  The  court  should 
be  very  slow  to  interfere  with  the 
Home  Secretary's  derision  not  to 
grant  what  was  essentially  a 
concession  on  extra -statutory 
grounds. 

It  was  right  for  the  court  to 


confer  a  broad  measure  of  dis¬ 
cretion  on  the  Home  Secretary  in 
relation  bo  the  application  of  the 
policy,  so  long  as  he  had  regard  to 
h  and  made  a  derision  which  was 
not  inherently  irrational.  Die 
greater  the  interference  with  hu¬ 
man  rights  the  more  the  court 
would  require  by  way  of 
justification. 

Ai though  the  UK'S  international 
obligation  to  abide  by  the  Conven¬ 
tion  was  not  enforceable  in  the 
domestic  courts,  the  courts  would 
not  ignore  it  nor  entirely  exclude 
reference  to  the  jurisprudence  of 
the  European  Court  of  Human 

might  in  cases  whenf'the  Tacts 
were  similar. 

Berrehab  -v  The  Netherlands 
({198 8)  II  EHKR  322),  Abdulaziz  v 
UK  ((1985)  7  EHRR471)  and  Poku  v 
UK  ((1996)  22  EHRR  CD  94}  quite 
clearly  demonstrated  that,  in  their 
interpretation  of  article  8  in  the 
context  of  deportations  or  re¬ 
movals  involving  children,  the 
Human  Rights  Court  and  the 
Commission  approached  die  prob¬ 
lem  as  a  straightforward  balanc¬ 
ing  exercise,  in  which  the  scales 
started  even,  and  where  the  weight 
to  be  given  to  the  considerations  on 
each  side  oT  the  balance  was  to  be 
assessed  according  to  the  individ¬ 
ual  circumstances  of  the  case;  thus, 
they  did  not  support  the  notion 
that  paramountry  was  to  be  given 
to  the  interests  of  the  child. 

His  Lordship  considered  each 
case  in  detail  and  concluded  that 
there  was  no  basis  for  interfering 
with  either  of  the  Home  Sec¬ 
retary's  decisions. 

Lard  Justice  S  win  tan  Thomas 
gave  a  concurring  judgment  and 
Sir  Brian  Neill  agreed. 

Solicitors:  J.  R.  Jones, 
Birmingham;  Mr  Neil  Froam. 
Hammersmith: Treasury  Solicitor, 
Treasujy  Solicitor. 


before  forcible  entry 


Awarding  costs  after 
statutoiy  nuisance 


Hollis  v  Dudley  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Borough  Council 
Probert  v  Same 
Before  Lord  Justice  Schumann 
and  Mr  Justice  Moses 
pudgmem  November  25] 

It  was  mandatory  for  the  court  to 
award  ousts  to  individuals  bring¬ 
ing  proceedings  (or  statutory  nui¬ 
sance  and  such  oasis  should 
indude  costs  incurred  in  establish¬ 
ing  that  a  statutory  nuisance 
existed. 

The  Queen's  Bench  Divisional 
Court  so  held  in  a  reserved 
judgment,  inter  alia,  allowing  two 
appeals  by  case  stated  by  Mar¬ 
garet  Hollis  3nd  David  Raul 
Probert  agaiasi  decisions  of  Dud¬ 
ley  Magistrates  Court  to  disallow 
all  the  costs  incurred  by  them  in 
bringing  proceedings  against 
Dudley  Metropolitan .  Borough 
Council  in  respect  of  proceedings 
for  statutory  nuisances  made 
pursuant  to  section  82  of  the 
Environmental  Protection  Act 
1990. 

Section  82  of  the  1990  Act 
prorides: 

"{12)  Where  on  the  hearing  of 
proceedings  for  an  order  under 
subsection  (2]  above  it  is  proved 
that  the  alleged  nuisance  existed  at 
the  date  uf  the  making  of  the 
complaint,  then ...  the  court  shall 
order  the  defendant ...  to  pay  to 
the  person  bringing  the  proceed¬ 
ings  such  amount  as  die  court 
considers  reasonably  sufficient  to 
compensate  him  for  any  expenses 
properly  incurred  by  him  in  the 
proceedings." 

Mr  Timothy  Stmker.  QC  and 
Mr  Michael  Singleton  fur  the 
appellants;  Mr  Duncan 
Mntheson.  QC  and  Mr  James 
Findlay  for  the  cornual. 

MR  JUSTICE  MOSES, 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the 
court,  said  if  was  clear  that  the 
words  "shall  order"  in  section 
82(12)  nr  the  1990  Ad  connoted  an 
obligation  upon  the  council  to  pay 


Prisoner’s  right  to  know  gist 
of  reports  to  review  body 


the  costs  incurred  by  the  appellant. 

Mr  Matheson  submined  that 
the  words  “properly  incurred ...  in 
the  proceedings"  empowered 
courts  to  disallow  not  merely 
excessive  costs  but  also  all  costs 
where  proceedings  need  not  have 
been  brought  at  all. 

■The  words  "expenses  ...  in¬ 
curred  ...  in  the  proceedings" 
limited  compensation  to  expenses 
incurred  in  the  preparation  for  rhe 
hearing  and  at  the  hearing. 

He  pointed  out  that  a  complaint 
could  be  made  one  day  after  the 
minimum  period  of  notice  had 
elapsed  at  a  time  when  work  had 
started  to  abate  die  nuisance  and 
possibly  before  ii  had  finished. 
Moreover,  a  person  who  delib¬ 
erately  obstructed  works  to  abate  a 
nuisance  could  have  a  right  to 
costs. 

His  Lordship  said  that  those 
submissions  failed  to  give  suf¬ 
ficient  weight  to  the  statutory 
scheme  proposed  by  Parliament. 

Parliament  having  afforded  an 
opportunity  for  an  aggrieved  per¬ 
son  to  bring  proceedings  for  statu¬ 
tory  nuisance  as  soon  as  a  brief 
notice  period  had  expired  could  not 
be  supposed  to  have  allowed  anhe 
same  time  for  that  advantage  to  be 
removed  at  the  discretion  of  jus¬ 
tices  on  the  ground  that  the 
opportunity  should  not  have  been 
seized  by  the  complainant. 

It  was  dear  that  if  the  statutory 
nuisance  was  abated  before 
proceedings  were  instituted  the 
cnmplainani  could  recover  none  of 
his  expenses. 

On  a  proper  reading  of  section 
82(12)  the  costs  recoverable  by  a 
complainant  would  indude  costs 
incurred  in  establishing  that  a 
nuisance  existed  prior  to  bringing 
proceedings. 

The  words  “properly  incurred" 
in  section  82(12)  meant  no  more 
costs  than  were  necessary  and 
permitted  the  court  ro  iHspflow 
expenses  which  it  considered  need 
not  have  been  incurred. 

Sol  id  tors:  Geffens.  Walsall;  Mr 
John  Pulychronakis.  Dudley. 


Regina  v  Secretary  of  Slate 
for  the  Home  Department 
Ex  parte  McAvoy 
Before  Lord  Woolf.  Master  of  die 
Rolls,  Lord  Justice  Hobhouse  and 
Lord  Justice  Man  tell 
[Judgment  December  3] 

A  prisoner  whose  security  status 
was  under  review  had  a  right  to 
the  gist  of  reports  to  the  review 
body  so  that  he  oould  make 
representations  as  to  his 
categorisation  knowing  the  case  he 
had  romeet- 

Faimess  did  not  require  foil 
disclosure  of  all  the  material 
supplied  to  the  review  body  or 
disclosure  of  the  names  of  those 
who  had  provided  the  information. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held, 
dismissing  an  appeal  from  Mich¬ 
ael  John  McAvoy  from  the  refusal 
of  Mr  Justice  Fbrbes  on  March  21, 
1997  to  grant  judicial  review  of  the 
decision  that  the  appeflanf  shodlti 
remain  a  category  A  prisoner,  or  to 
grant  a  declaration  that  the  appel¬ 
lant  was  entitled,  subject  to  public 
interest  immunity,  to  full  disclo¬ 
sure  of  all  reports  to  be  placed 
before  the  category  A  committee. 

In  December  19S4  the  appellant 
was  convicted  of  armed  robbery  of 
gold  bullion  and  diamonds  valued 
at  £26  million  from  the  Brink's 
Mat  security  depot  and  sentenced 
to  25  years  imprisonment  He  was 
initially  categorised  as  category  A 
and  remained  in  category  A. 

In  November  1995  he  was  pro¬ 
vided  with  the  gist  of  reports  to  be 
disclosed  to  the  category  A  com¬ 
mittee  on  his  annual  security 
review. 

Assisted  by  the  Prisoners  Advice 
Service  he  made  representations, 
seeking  to  be  downgraded  to 
category  B  but  the  committee 
maintained  his  category  A 
classification.  He  applied  un¬ 
successfully  for  judicial  review.  He 
appealed. 

Mr  Edward  Fitzgerald,  QC  and 
Miss  PhiUippa  Kaufmaim  for  the 
appellanr;  Mr  Kenneth  Parker.  QC 
and  Ms  Dinah  Rose  for  the  Home 
Secretary. 


THE  MASTER  OF  THE 
ROLLS  said  the  appellant  was 
convicted  of  an  extremely  serious 
offence.  The  gist  statement  for  rhe 
review  drew  attention  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  die  appellant's  offence, 
a  report  By  prison  staff,  a  number 
of  inridents  at  die  prison  and 
factors  both  favourable  and  ad¬ 
verse  to  him. 

The  representations  made  twre 
impressive.  From  the'  gist  state- 
mint,  the  Prisoners  Advice  Service 
had  been  able  do  make  meaningful 
and  useful  representations  on  the 
appellant's  behalf.  The  written 
statement  of  the  committee’s  de¬ 
rision  indicated  that  the  nature  of 
die  appellant's  offence  was  centra] 
to  therr  decision. 

The  annual  review  was  nor¬ 
mally  conducted  by  a  category  A 
review  team.  The  appellant's  cue 
did  not  conform  to  the  normal 
’  criteriaf  for  referehie’io  rhe  com¬ 
mittee  but  exceptionally  he  was 
referred  because  of  his  representa¬ 
tions.  That  illustrated  that  the 
annual  review  procedure  was 
flexible. 

The  appellant  submitted  that  be 
sustained  injustice  by  the  ap¬ 
proach  adopted  in  making 
information  available  to  prisoners. 
He  relied  on  R  v  Parole  Board ,  Ex 
parte  Wilson  ffl992|  IQB  740).  R  v 
Secretary  of  State  far  the  Home 
Department,  Ex  parte  Dootfy 
([19941 2  AC  531).  R  v  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department. 
Ex  parte  Duggan  01994 j  3  All  ER 
277)  and  R  v  Secretary  of  State  far 
the  Home  Department.  Ex  parte 
Creamer  and  Scholey  (unreported. 
October  21. 1992). 

It  was  now  the  practice,  on 
considering  parole,  to  make  avail¬ 
able  to  prisoners  in  the  appellants 
position  the  material  on  which  the 
Parole  Board  had  acted.  The 
appellant  submined  that  if  it  could 
be  done  for  parole,  ir  could  be  done 
for  the  categorisation  process.  If  it 
could  be  done,  it  should  be  done. 

In  considering  whether  the 
procedure  adopted  was  fair,  prac¬ 
tical  considerations  had  to  apply  in 


the  proper  running  of  a  prison. 
Category  A  prisoners  were  among 
the  most  dangerous  within  die' 
system.  There  ooukt  be  consid¬ 
erable  difficulty  in  managing  those 
prisoners. 

In  Doody  the-  House  of  Lords 
had  endorsed  the .  approach  of 
providing  the  gist  of  material 
relied  on  rather  titan  the  material 
itself.  That  procedure,  at  present 
adopted  by  prison  authorities  on 
the  review  of  categorisation,  was 
perfectly  satisfactory  and  perfectly 
fair.. 

Most  importantly,  where  it  was 
appropriate:  those  responsible  for 
the  review  were  prepared  to  re¬ 
consider  in  tiie  circumstances  of 
any  particular  case  whether  addi¬ 
tional  material  should  be  made 
available.  That  provided  sufficient 
safeguards. 

■■  LordJustireHoUtotiseand'Lard 
Justice  Matitdl  agreed:;: 

Solicitors:  Mr  Simon  Creighton; 
Treasury  Solicitor. 


O'JLooghlin  vChkf  Constable 

o'f  Essex 

.Before  Lord  Justice  Roch.  Lord 
Justice  Thorpe  and  Lord  Justice 
Buxton 

[Judgment  December  3] 

A  police  officer  exercising  bis 
statutory  power  of  entering  a  home 
by  the  use  of  reasonable  force 
should,  unless  circumstances 
made  it  impossible,  impracticable 
or  undesirable,  give  any  occupant 
present  the  reason  fix'  his  seeking 
to  exercise  that  power  of  entry. 

.The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held 
(Lord  Justice  Thorpe  dissenting)  in 
a  reserved  judgment  dismissing 
the  appeal  of  tiie  Chief  Constable 
of  Essex  against  the  order  of  Judge 
O'Brien  on  November  25. 1996.  m 
Basildon  County  Court,  after  tbe 
trial  of  an  action  before  him  and  a 
jury,  giving  judgment  for  the 
plaintiff.  Patrick  Brian 
Oloaghlin.  for  £7,785  plus  costs  in 
his  daim  for  damages  for.  inter 
alia,  assault  by  the  defendant's 
officers  on  November  25.  1990  at  . 
his  home  in  Osborne  Road, 
Westdiffi  Essex. 

Section  17  of  the  Police  and 
Criminal  Evidence  Act  1984  pro¬ 
vides:  "(1) --- a  constable  may  enter 
and  search  any  premises  for  the 
purpose  ...  (b)  pf  arresting  a 
person  for  an.  arrestable 
offence..." 

Section  117  provides:  "Where  any 
provision  of  this  Act  —  (a)  confers  a 
power  on  a  constable;  and  (b)  does 
not -provide,  that  the  power  may 
only  be  exercised  with  the  consent 
of  same  person,  other  than  a  police 
officer,  the  officer  may  use  reason¬ 
able  force,  if  necessary,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  power." 

Mr  John  Grace.  QC  and  Mr 
Mark  Ley-Morgan  for  the  defen¬ 
dant;  Mr  Michael  Douglas.  QC 
and  Mr  Marc  Brittain  for  tiie 
plaintiff 

LORD  JUSTICE  ROCH  said 
that  the  wife  of  tbe  plaintiff, 
returning  home  together  after 
visiting  a  number  of  public  houses  . 
on  the  night  of  November  24. 1990. 
smashed  tbe  windscreen  of  a 
neighbour*  car  parked  in  from  of 
their  house. 

On  the  defendant's  pleaded  case 
three  officers  arrived  at  the  plain¬ 
tiffs  bouse,  the  glass  in  the  front 
door  was  already  smashed,  the 
door  was  being  barricaded  from 
inside  and  tbe  plaintiff  and  his  wife 
were  shouting  and  swearing. 

.  When  asked  to  be  allowed  In.  the 
plaintiffs  wife  swore  and  spat  at 
the  officers.  While  one  officer 
attempted  to  gain  entry  tbe  olain- 
tiff  pushed  against  tbe  door  but  it 
was  forced  open  and  he  was- pulled 
through  the  open  door. 

Necessary  and  reasonable  force 
was  used  fo  restrain  him.  as  he 
was  struggling  violently,  and  he 
was  handcuffed  and  told  be  was 
being,  arrested  for  an.  offence 
against  pub&c  older.  He  sustained 
a  blackened  and  cut  eye  and  was 
taken  w-ti®  pdUSS^MiflBrti’  Sub¬ 
sequently,,  he  was  bound  over  to 
keep  the  peace. 


At  the  trial  of  his  claim,  foe  judge 
ruled  there  was  insufficient  evi¬ 
dence  to  go  fo  the  jury  that  any 
officer  told  him  they  wished  to 
enter  the  house  to  arrest  his  wife. 
There  was  no  appeal  against  dial 
ruling. 

The  judge  found  foal  not- 

withstanding  the  plaintiffs  and  his 
wifes  irrational  and  abusive 
behaviour,  circumstances  had  not 
arisen  for  the  officers  to  force  entry 
without  announcing  their  inten¬ 
tion,  and  he  directed  tbe  jury  to 

determine  the  question  of  damages 
as  the  daim  had  succeeded. 

His  Lordship  said  foal,  at  com¬ 
mon  law,' the  police's  power  fo 
anea  without  warrant  had  been 
replaced  by  statutory  powers,  such 
as  section  17  of  the  1984  Acl  At 
common  law,  reasons  were  re¬ 
quired  to  be  given  for  the  arrest  to 
be  lawful:  Christie  v  Leach  insky 
01947]  AC  573). 

As  was- said  in  Swales  v  Cox 
31981]  QB  849. 855),  an  officer  had  a 
severe  burden  to  discharge  when 
tiylng  to  justify  that  enny  of 
premises  by  force  was  necessary.  Ir 
would  be  wrong  to  read  Swales  as 
saying  that  the  simple  refusal  of  a 
request  by  tbe  officer  to  be  allowed 
entry  of  itself  rendered  the  use  of 
force  necessary. 

■  In  his  Lordship's  view  the  judge 
was  entitled  to  derive  support  from 
Code  B.  on  the  searching  of 
premises  by  poEce  officers,  of 
Police  and  Criminal  Evidence  Aa 
884  (sj66)  Codes  of  Practice  by 
way  of  analogy,  when  determining 
whether  foe  use  of  force  was 
necessary,  although,  strictly  speak¬ 
ing,  the  code  did  not  apply  to  die 
present  situation.  The  judges  rul¬ 
ing  was  correct. 

Lord  Justice  Thorpe  gave  a 
dissenting  judgment 

LORD  JUSTICE  BUXTON  said 
that  it  was  recognised  that  the 
requirement  to  give  reasons  at 
common  law  when  arresting  with¬ 
out  warrant  was  not  absolute: 
Christie  vLeachinsky  and  Brazil  v 
Chief  Constable  of  Surrey  Q19B3]  1 
WLR  1155.  1163)  but  might  be 
.  qualified  according  fo  the 
azcumstances. 

In  the  case  of  questioning  by  the 
police  as  contrasted  with  arrest, 
the  principle  that  there  was  no 
legal  doty  chi  a  citizen  to  assist  tiie 
police  was  axiomatic  Rice  v 
Connolly 31966]  2  QB  414. 419)  and 


Collins  v  Wllcock  01984]  1  WLR 
1172). 

In  the  present  case,  although  it 
was  eventually  accepted  that  the 
police  explained  to  the  plaintiff  and 
his  wife  their  reason  for  entry  was 
a  wish  to  speak  to  the  wife  about 
damage  to  the  neighbours  car.  a 
most  important  factor  was  foe 
judge's  holding  of  insufficient  evi¬ 
dence  for  the  jury  that  die  officers 
stated  they  wished  to  enter  to 
arrest  the  wife,  since  it  was 
therefore  common  ground  that  the 
police's  staled  reason  for  entry  was 
one  that  gave  them  no  right  in  law 
to  enter. 

The  obligation  to  inform  a 
citizen  why  his  liberty  was  bang 
interfered  with,  although  not  ab¬ 
solute,  was  a  strong  one,  and  one 
that  Parliament  had  to  be  taken  to 
have  had  in  mind  when  it  con¬ 
ferred  the  power  on  the  police  in 
section  2  of  (he  Criminal  Law  Act 
1967  and  continued  it  in  the  1984 
ACL 

It  was  wholly  unlikely  that 
Parliament  would  have  thought 
that  foe  power  or  tbe  police  could 
be  exercised  on  foe  basis  of.  or  be 
adequately  explained  to  the  subject 
in  Berms  of  a  wish  to  investigate. 
The  position  was  no  different 
under  the  1984  AcL 

The  defendant  relied  on  observa¬ 
tions  by  the  Divisional  Court  in 
Lunl  v  DPP  019931  Crim  LR  534) 
but  that  court  was  not  considering 
the  issue  which  the  present  court 
was  considering,  as  it  had  been 
conceded  there  that  the  use  of  force 
by  the  police  was  necessary. 

His  Lordship  agreed  with  a-note 
fo  the  abbreviated  report  of  that 
case  by  Professor  Sir  John  Smith 
(at  p535):  "...  should  it  not  be 
necessary,  by  analogy  fo  the  com¬ 
mon  law  rule  regarding  arrest  laid 
down  in  Christie ...  for  the  officer 
to  give  reasons? ...  Freedom  of  the 
home  from  invasion  is  an  interest 
of  comparable  importance  to  free¬ 
dom  horn  arrest  and  is  deserving 
of  a  comparable  degree  of 
protection." 

The  important  rule  of  die  com¬ 
mon  law,  in  his  Lordship’s  view, 
applying  not  only  m  arrest  but  fo 
other  interferences  with  liberty,  as 
in  Brazil,  did  indeed  apply  to  the 
exercise  of  powers  under  sections 
17  and  1 17  of  the  1984  AcL 

Solicitors:  Barlow  Lyde  &  Gil¬ 
bert;  Hughzrians. 


Appeals  discouraged 


Hindnja  v  Asian  TV  lid 
Appeals  under  Order  82,  rule  3A  of 
the  Rules  of  die  Supreme  Court 
should  be  discouraged.  .The  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  rule  was  fo  provide  a 
speedy  decision  in  chambers  as  to 
whether  or  not  words  complained 
of  in  an  action  for  defamation  were 
capable  of  bearing  the  meaning 
contended  for. 

The  Court  of  .Appeal, jLord 
Justice  Hirst.  LorifSumoe  Henry 
and  Mr  Justice  Hannan)  so  ob¬ 
served  on  Novembers  dismissing 


an  appeal  by  Shrichand  P. 
Hindnja  and  Gopichand  P. 
Hinduja  against  a  decision  of  Mr 
Justice  May  cn  October  I,  1996 
holding  foot  words  complained  of 
in  thor  action  for  libel  were 
capable  of  bearing  a  meaning 
sought  lo  be  justified  by  the 
defendant,  Asia  TV  Ltd. 

LORD  JUSTICE  HIRST  said 
Order  82,  rule  3  was  intended  ro 
lay  down  a .  swift'  procedure  ro 
eliminate  meanings  which  the 
words  were  incapable  of  bearing. 


TIMES 


GIVE  THOSE  SPECIAL  FRIENDS  OR 
FAMILY  MEMBERS  LIVING  ABROAD 

THE  IDEAL  GIFT 
THIS  CHRISTMAS 


Severing  objectionable  part  of  instrument 


Barclay;  Bank  pic  v  Caplan 
and  Another 

Before  Mr  Jonathan  Sumption. 
QC 

| Judgment  November  20) 
ll  was  occasionally  possible  for  the 
cuurt  In  sever  from  an  instrument 
affected  by  undue  influence  the 
objectionable  pans  leaving  the 
pan  u  neon  lamina  tod  by  undue 
influence  enforceable. 

Mr  Jonathan  Sumption.  QC. 
sitting  as  a  deputy  High  Cuurt 
judge,  so  held  in  u  reserved 
judgment  in  the  Chancery  Di¬ 
vision  on  an  action  by  Barclays 
Bank  pic  for  possession  of  a 
property  belonging  tu  Michael 
Isaac  Caplan  and  Pauline 
Vivienne  Caplan. 

There  were  third  party-  proceed¬ 
ings  against  Ronald  Nathan  &  Co, 
foe  solicitors  who  advised  Mrs 
Caplan.  based  on  the  allegation 
that  if  she  was  bound  In'  the 
charge,  they  had  faded  to  advise 
her  appropriately. 

Mr  Iain  Hughes.  QC  and  Mr 
Simon  Monty  for  the  hank;  Mr 
Michael  LyndcwSinn&ird,  QC 
and  Miss  Elspeth  Talbut-Rke  for 
Mrs  Caplan:  Mr  Fronds  Bacon  In' 
the  third  party. 

HIS  HARDSHIP  said  that  the 
bank's  charge  over  the  home 
owned  jointly  by  Mr  and  Mrs 
Caplan  to  secure  Mr  Caplan's 
business  debts  was  binding  on  Mr 
Caplan.  But  Mn  Caplan  resisted 
possession  on  the  ground  that  her 
signing  the  charge  was  procured 
by  her  husbands  undue  influence 
of  which  the  bank  had  constructive 
notice. 

The  charge,  which  was  orig- 
inallv  limited  to  guarantee  a  foan 
of  £3X1000  to  one  company,  was 
first  executed  on  September  IS. 
198b.  His  Lordship  found  that 
although  the  wife's  signature  had 
been  procured  by  Mr  Ca plan's 
undue  influence,  applying 
Bardavs  BtmK.  P*  v  O'Brien 


flW94j  I  AC  ISO.  I96G-I97B),  the  in  a  rat 
bank  had  taken  adequate  steps  to  prudence. c 
ensure  (hot  she  had  had  indepen-  correspond 
dent  legal  advice  as  tn  the  nature  of  tn  differ  im 
the  transaction  and  was  therefore  the  courts 
not  fixed  with  constructive  notice  was  the mf 
of  the  wife's  right  to  have  the  of  paper  I 
transaction  set  aside.  disposition: 

However,  on  November  30, 1987  which  mig 

Mr  and  Mrs  Caplan  signed  a  side-  one  of  there 
letter  which  extended  the  charge  u  It  was.  n 
cover  guarantees  of  (he  husband's  ing  out  tf 
debts  of  an  unlimited  amount  and  principles 
in  respect  of  three  additional  mainly  in  I 
companies.  His  Lordship  found  about  the 
that  the  bunk  had  failed  to  ensure  enants  in  re 
that  Mrs  Caplan  had  received  in  which  fo 
appropriate  independent  legal  ad-  broadly  sire 
vice  before  she  signed  that  setting  arid 
document.  by  undue 

The  hank  was  therefore  not  protect  pa 
entitled  to  enforce  the  charge  vulnerable 
against  Mrs  Caplan  as  to  the  at  Certain 
additional  three  guarantees  for  an  bargain, 
unlimited  amount.  In  many 

The  question  was  whether  its  severing  pa 
failure  to  take  reasonable  steps  ai  that  way  w 
ensure  that  she  had  freely  con-  different  fra 
seated  in  the  increase  of  tbe  burden  from  raerc 

meant  that  the  side-leitcr  was  power  of  a 
unenforceable  even  as  to  the  aside  on  ter 
original  burden.  of  benefits 

At  common  taw,  where  an  transaction 
instrument  contained  legally  hold  tbe  tn 
objectionable  features  which  were  one  party 
unenforceable  against  one  party,  enforcing  it 
they  might  be  severed  from  the  rest  To  say  fo; 

of  the  instrument  if  (?)  foe  un-  severance  c 
enforceable  feature  was  capable  of  fected  by  un 
bring  removed  by  the  excision  of  aremarfcahJ 
words,  without  foe  necessity  of  substance, 
adding  to  or  modifying  the  ward-  It  was  ft 
mg  nf  what  remained,  and  tn)  its  which  calks 
removal  did  not  oiler  the  character  parts  of  ins 
uf  the  instrument  or  the  balance  of  undue  influ 

rights  and  obligations  contained  in  rare,  for  the 
it  Chemidas  Wavin  Ltd  v  Sodtti  finding  of 
pour  la  Transformation  a  misreprcsen 
{’Exploitation  des  Rcsines  consent. 

Indust  riel  les  SA  fl]ffiS|  3  CMLR  -  Kihggogn 
514): 

Total  Oil  iCnat-'  BnndnJ  Ltif- 
31985]  I  WLR  173)  and  Sadkrie  $anft  Wf 
Imperial  Life  Assurance  Co  of  action  to  w! 
Canada  Ltd  31968]  1RLR  JBS.  392).  consented. 


In  a  rational  system  oT  juris¬ 
prudence,  one  would  not  expect  the 
corresponding  principles  of  equity 
In  differ  much.  In  both  cases,  what 
the  courts  were  concerned  with 
was  the  enforceability  not  oT  pieces 
of  paper  but  of  covenants  and 
dispositions  in  pieces  of  paper 
which  might  contain  more  tiian 
one  of  them. 

It  was.  moreover,  worth  point¬ 
ing  nit  that  (he  common  law 
principles  had  been  developed 
mainly  in  the  context  of  disputes 
about  the  enforceability  of  cov¬ 
enants  in  restraint  of  trade,  a.  field 
in  which  the  object  of  the  law  was 
broadly  similar  to  that  of  equity  in 
setting  aside  dispositions  procured 
by  undue  influence,  namely  n 
protect  people  perceived  tu  be 
vulnerable  from  the  consequences 
at  certain  kinds  of  improvident 
bargain. 

In  many  cases  the  result  of 
severing  pan  of  an  instrument  in 
that  way  would  not  be  markedly 
different  from  dial  which  followed 
from  exercising  the  undoubted 
power  of  a  court  of  equity  to  set 
aside  on  terms  as  to  the  restitution 

of  benefits  received  under  the 
transaction  impugned,  at  to  up¬ 
hold  the  transaction  bur  restrain 
one  parry1  by  injunction  from 
enforcing  it  in  partiailar  respects. 

To  say  that  there  could  never  be 
severance  of  an  instrument  af¬ 
fected  by  undue  influence  would  be 
a  remarkable  triumph  of  form  over 
substance. 

It  was  fair  to  say  that  cases 
which  called  for  foe  severance  of 
pans  of  instruments  affected  by 
undue  influence  were  likely  to  be 
rare,  for  (he  simple  reason  that  a 
finding  of  undue  influence  or 
misrepresentation  vitiated  effective 
consent. 


But  the  ordinary  legal  principles 
governing  the  severance  of  bar¬ 
gains  was  perfectly  capable  of 
accommodating  that  problem. 

His  Lordship  referred  to  Allied 
Irish  Bank  pic  v  Byrne  (Mr  Justice 
Ferris.  February  2,  1994,  un¬ 
repaired)  and  TSB  Bank  pic  v 
Cornfield  fll995]  I  WLR  430).  two 
cases  in  which  the  court  took  an  ail 
or  nothing  approach  since  to  do 
otherwise  would  have  effectively 
been  id  rewrite  foe  contract. 

However,  neither  of  those  cases 
was  authority  for  foe  proposition 
that  setting  aside  was  invariably 
an  all  or  nothing  process  even  m  a 
case  where  foe  objectionable  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  document  could 
readily  be  severed  from  the  rest 
without  rewriting  ft. 

In  his  Lordship'S  judgment  the  1 
skte4etffir  of  November  30,  1987 
remained  effective  as  in  foe  first 
guarantee  of  September  18,  1986, 
notwithstanding  that  it  could  not 
stand  as  regarded  foe  other  guar¬ 
antees. 

The  references  to  foe  three  later 
guarantees  were  severable.  They 
were  not  interdependent,  either 
substantially  or  linguistically. 

There  was  no  reason  why  Mrs' 
Copland  consent  should  not  be 
regarded  as  having  been  freely 
given  to  one  of  them,  about  which 
she  had  apparently  been' properly 
advised,  but  nee  to  foe  others, 
about  which  she  had  not. 

If  Mm  Caplan  had  signed  four 
side-team  on  November  30,  W87. 
one  for  each  'guarantee,  there 
would  have  been  no  difficulty  in 
recognising  that.  What  she  ac¬ 
tually  did  was  no  different  in  any 
substantial  respect . 

The  third  party  proqjjdines 
JkButj^M&Afiemissed.  nHrj 
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UNIVERSITY 

APPOINTMENTS 


Specialising  in  the  study  of  creative ,  cultural  and  social  processes  and  committed  to  life-long  learning 


Goldsmiths 

UNIVERSITY 
OF  LONDON 


For  further  details  oi  the 
post,  piease -write  to: 

•The  Chair  of  the  Council 
cio  Secretary 'iQmc* 


Goldsmiths -College 
University  of  London 


London  S£U  otJLV 


Alternative!  y,  y  o  i:  m  o  y 


e-mail  s.guy'=g 


Zcicid.dC.uK, 


or  visit  Goldsmiths'  World 
Wide  Web  no rnc  page  ot 
wv.w.gold.acuk/'-.vsrden 


Warden 


GOLDSMITHS  COLLEGE  is  seeking  a  person  of  distinction  to  head 
the  College  following  the  retirement  of  Professor  Kenneth  Gregory 
in  September  1998. 

Goldsmiths  intends  to  build  upon  its  considerable  academic  success 
and  its  national  and  international  reputation  at  the  forefront  of 
specialist  creative,  cultural  and  social  fields. 

The  new  Warden  will  provide  strong  leadership,  develop  the 
College's  research  and  innovative  strengths,  and  have  the  necessary 
vision,  dynamism  and  creativity  to  take  this  vibrant  institution  into 
the  next  phase  of  its  development. 

Applications  are  invited  from  suitably  experienced  candidates  of  the 
highest  calibre. 

Informal  enquiries  may  be  made  to  the  Secretary,  Mr  S  Guy, 
telephone  0171  919  7920.  The  dosing  date  for  applications  is 

24th  January  1998. 


Goldsmiths  seeks  to  promote  equality  of  opportunity  in  all  of  its  activities 


HARROW  SCHOOL 


The.  Prtpr  RfHtwifli  Harrow  Trust 

Offers  two  scholarships  every  year  to  pupils  currently 
being  educated  in  sok  schools.  The  candidates  ate 
expected  to  show  exceptional  academic  potential  and 
u  excel  in  at  least  one  further  field  of  sporting, 
rmtsir?L  iti-jntafif  qt  creative  activity. 

Any  hoy  wbo  is  over  10  and  tinder  12  on  1st 
September  1998  and  who  is  attending  a  state  school 
in  tbe  UK  is  efigaUe  to  sit  for  the  1998  scholarship. 
Boys  should  normally  have  attended  a  stale  school 
for  at  feast  the  previous  three  years. 

Tbe  successful  candidates  will  be  offered  a  place  at 
an  acceptable  preparatory  school  for  two  years 
followed  by  admission  to  Haaow  ScbooL  ■ 

Financial  assistance  is  provided,  up  to  the  foil  value 
of  foes  if  necessary,  for  seven  years  of  schooling. 

For  farther  details  please  contact  - 

Mrs  Angie  Peppian 
Tbe  Peter  Beckwith  Harrow  Hmst 
Hill  Place  House,  55a  High  Street, 

London  SW19SBA. 

TcL  01 8 1944  1288  Fax.  01 81 944 1054 

Tbe  closing  date  for  tbe  receipt  of  applications  is 
Tuesday,  27th  January  1998 

Registered  Charity  Number  1015344 


CHRISTMAS  REVISION 


THE  UNIVERSITY  of  LIVERPOOL 
School  of  Modem  Languages 

Chair  of  German 

The  University  wishes  to  appoint  a  Professor  with  a  proven  record 
of  research  and  commitment  to  teaching.  Applications  are 
welcome  from  across  the  whole  range  of  German  Studies,  but 
particular  interest  may  be  shown  in  candidates  with  expertise  in  the 
field  of  19th-century  German  Literature.  The  post  is  tenable  from 
1  September  1998.  Salary  negotiable. 

Informal  enquires  may  be  made  to  Dr  Jim  Simpson,  Head  of 
Department  on  0151  794  2854. 

Quote  Ref:  A/225/T  Closing  Date:  6  February  1998 

Further  particulars  and  details  of  the  application  procedure  may 
be  requested  from  the  Director  of  Personnel,  The  University  of 
Liverpool,  Liverpool  L69  SBX  on  0151  794  2210 
(24  hr  answerphone)  or  via  email:  jobs@liv.ac.uk 


WORKING  TOWARDS  FOC  AL  OPPORTUNITIES 


JANUARY  START 


A  Level  &  GCSE 


Start 

Doff  Mi  .S'-  pas  a  i  tmed  . 
nun-ber^cf  places 
avai.’sb#  a:  GCSE 
and  ir  t::d[s;xt h  form 
for  January  1593. 

Applications  aw 
welcomed  from  students 
who  wish  to  continue  ther 
studies  in  a  rigorous  ar.d 
Supportive  erv.rcrtrrirt. 


l  L  E  R 


KENSINGTON.  LONDON 
Teici'lwiiF*  «.'•  171  22n  i'o 77 

wvvw.oifo.org.i:k,/diifi/incJox.!"i*!n 


LLB  (Hons) 

by  Home  Study 


I  Recognised  by  The 
Law  Society  and  Bar 
Council 

I  Flexible  time-tables 
I  Admission  by  A-Ievels 
(grade  Et  or  as  a 
mature  student 


ItOL&OKN  OlUHGli  LUK-TiW 
200  Greyhound  Road. 

London  W14  9RY 
TEL:  0171  3S5  3377 
PAX:  0171  381  3377 
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COURSES 


ALL  BOX 
NUMBER 
REPLIES 
SHOULD  BE 
ADDRESSED 
TO: 

BOX  No:- _ 


c/o  TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
P.O.  BOX  3553, 
VIRGINIA  ST, 
LONDON,  El  9GA 


WANTeD 
KEEN  READERS 

(Spot  oar  errors!) 

Would  you  lika  to  cam  £9  oo  Cl  2 
an  boor  put  or  friB-nnc  working 
from  bane  reading  books  tor 
pnMbben  oerf  oeber 
ccganizaeoro. 

Many  firriamr  proofrndeo  and 
eAtcn  haw  been  trained  by 
CtopCerbccse  aw  tbe  passed 
sewn  yeas.  {Rod  some  of  their 
commons  in  on  ProapcttosL 
fkopit  with  no  prevent! 
experience,  bnt  a  keen  inttrea  in, 
books,  have  esobbshed  dwe  own 
bnsiness  with  oar  help  in 
cedmique  and  nxwfaviin; 

Na  everyone  can  be  sncmfol. 
bn  with  application  tins  could  be 
tbe  area  ym  have  been  looking 
liw. 

Y«  need  embogsasm  and  a 
sbxip  eye.  Yoor  age  and 
background  is  irocieueu.  Send 
this  advetlisemea  ousting  iD  the 
mroakes  you  can  Bod  tor 
tefryhonc  os).  We  will  id  a 
FREE  PROSPECTUS  of  our 
uanespuadeace  and  seminar 
Qjnntae  cranci  without 

nanfrTfcnnw 

2  Saattenhay  Wat, 

Exeter.  EXl  IJG. 

Telephone  81392  499488 
81392  498008 


“I.T.  Training  Fi 


rLTfahsT 

There  is  an  organisation  that  has  helped  hundreds 
of  people  to  train  for  a  new  career  in  information 
Technology.  It  has  developed  individuals  and  placed 
them  into  well  paid  jobs  in  programming,  software 
design,  systems  analysis,  etc,  etc. 

It  won't  suit  everyone!  It's  not  easy,  it  fakes  time 
and  it  costs  money  (help  is  available).  But  those 
who  have  done  it  and  are  now  in  well  paid  jobs 
with  good  career  prospects  reckon  it  was  | 

VERY  worthwhile.  | 

If  you  wont  to  find  out  if  you  could  join  them, 
phone  0800  657  657  for  o  free  information  pack. 

—  Compweacft  International  Limited.  Est  1964 


EASTER  REVISION 


EASTER  COURSES 
AT 

|  HERTFORD  COLLEGE 
OXFORD 


A.-LEVEL  &  GCSE 
Far  a  I 


ChenreD  Tutors 
Gnyfrtan 
Oxford  OXI 1LD 


COURSES 
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EASTER  REVISION 


COLLINGHAM 

LONDON 


LONDON' 

Tel:  0171-244  7414 

EASTER  REVISION 
COURSES 
A  Level  and  GCSE 

September  D98  entry 

OXFORD 
Tel:  0.1865-728  280 


A  Level  &  GCSE 

Christmas 

Revision 

With  over  40  years 
experience  o:  building 
confidence.  Duff  *\';!ier  are 
again  offering  intensive 
Christmas  revision  courses. 

A  complete  coverage  of 
syitabus  material  coupled 
with  extensive  examination 
technique  and  practice. 

Ait  of  this  tested  by  a  fuU 
meek  examination. 
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COLLINGHAM)  independent 

OXFORD  i  EDUCATION 


MPW 

Mander  Portman  Woodward 

A  Level  &  GCSE 
Easter  Cj 


COURSES 


St  ALBANS  SCHOOL 

HMC  680  pupils  Sixth  Form  200 

SIXTH  FORM  ENTRY 

FOR  GIRLS  AND  BOYS 

SCHOLARSHIP 

EXAMINATION 

Saturday  31  January  1998 

Scholarships  are  offered  to  students  who 
show  outstanding  promise  in  the  • 
examination.  These  have  a  maximum  value 
of  50%  of  tuition  fees  but  additional  means- 
tested  bursary  assistance  may  also  be 
available. 

OPEN  MORNING 
Saturday  10th  Januaiy  1998 

For  further  details  of  Sixth  Form  entry,  for  a 
prospectus  and  to  book  a  place  for  tins 
Open  Morning  -  numbers  are  limited  - 
please  contact: 

The  Headmaster’s  PA 
Sl  Albans  School,  Abbey  Gateway, 

SL  Albans,  Herts  AL34HB 
Telephone:  01727  855521 

Sl  AJfaaat  School  is  a  registered  Chanty  which  exists 
solely  for  the  education  of  children 


St  Clares,  Oxford 

INTERNATIONAL  college 
Intended  in  an  exciting  alternative  to  A  Levels? 

— - - — ?  .  B^adly  based  cumcuiuni  - 

The  International  Baccalaureate 

-  Informal  but  ctoflenging  atmosphere  ft*' 
students  aged  16+ 

-  SmaU  classes -staff:  student tatto  1:7 

•  Over  95%  of  students  go  on  KJ  imtanift. 
.  Residential  and  day  students  welcome 

Si.  Clare's  provides  a  refreshing  change  at  16. 
Scholarships  and  Bursaries  1958 
Examinations:  7  February  Applications  by  23  January 

For  Amber  details  contact:  Denise  Herdy,  St  Clare's,  ttdirf ' I3? 

Oxford,  OX2  7AL.  Tel:  01SS5  552031  Fax:  01865  513359 

Email:  admissions@stelaresJC.uk 
g,  Oxford  be  a  registered  charily  wift  the  ifrno^  jyntlKHing 


POSTS 


THE  UNIVERSITY 
of  LIVERPOOL 


Department  of  Electrical  Engineering  and  Electronics 
.Centre  for  Intelligent  Monitoring  System  (CIMS) 

Research  Assistant 

TnMnl  salary  witliia  the  range  £15,159  -  £16,927  pa 
Applications  are  united  from  graduates  to  work  within  the  newly  established 
Centre  on  new  yndug  techniques  for  monitoring  liquid  foci  for  aviation 
application*.  Tbe  research  is  being  sponsored  by  a  major  UK  aviation 
organisation  and  is  tenable  for  one  year  in  the  first  instance. 

Informal  enquiries  may  be  made  to  Professor  G  R  Jones,  Director  of  the 
Centre  on  0151  794  4523. 

Quote  Ref:  B/850/T  Closing  Date:  22  December  1997 

Further  particulaxs  and  details  of  **»—  application  procedure  maybe 
requested  from  the  Director  of  Personnel,  The  Uulvcisity  of  Liverpool, 
Liverpool  L693BX  on  0151  794  2210  <24  far  answerphone) 
or  via  email:  jtrfs@fiwac.uk 


WORKING  TOWARDS  I  .Ol  Al.  OPPORTUNITIES 


BUSINESS  COURSES 


KINGSTON  BUSINESS  SCHOOL 


You  could  trust  your  experience 
and  training  to  get  you  that  new 
Job  -  or  you  can  take  an  MBA. 

Develop  yourself  through  Kingston’s  well  established,  AM  BA 
accredited  programme,  rated  “5xceJlem7  for  teaching.  ,  . 

A  flexible  programme  over  2  yearS;  joining  with  o6t&-  managers 
bringing  a  variety  of  backgrounds  together.  Designed  for  ' 
professional  managers  who  want  to  combine  study  with  their 
busy  work  schedules. 

H  OPEN  LEARNING  -  intensive  tuition  one  weekend 
per  month,  commences  February  and  September . 

H  EVENING  -  weekly  attendance,  commences  September 

Why  not  come  and  meet  us 
at  our  next  open  evening 
Wednesday  1 4th  January  1998 

<1  N  G  S  T  0  |j 

UNIVERSITY 


A  unique  opportunity  to  join  De  Montfort  University 

start  in  February  and  avoid  the  fees! 
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APPUED  ARTS  &  DESIGN 

Lincoln  -  Tel:  01522.  895063 
Fine  Art  (BA/BA  Hons) 

Graphic  Design  &  Illustration  (BA/BA  Hons) 
Fashion  {BA/BA  Hons) 

Historic  &  Contemporary  Decorative  Crafts 
(BA/BA  Hons) 

Visual  Ctiture  (B/VBA  Hons) 

Conservation  &  Restoration  (BA/BA  Hons) 

TEXTILES  . 

Leicester  -  Td:  0116. 257  7569 
Textiles  (HNC/BSc)  -  part-time 
Clothing  (HNC)  -  part-time 

ART  &  DESIGN 

Leicester  -  Teh  0116. 257  7427 

Architecture  (BA/BA  Hons) 

DESIGN  &  MANUFACTURE 
Leicester  -  Td:  0116. 257  7507 
Places  are  available  across  a  wide  range 
of  design  programmes. 


‘partition  for  Life 


HUMANITIES 

Leicester  -  Tet  0116. 257  7196 

American  Stucfies  (BA/BA  Hons) 

Arts  Management  (BA/BA  Hons) 

Education  (BA/BA  Hons) 

English  (BA/BA  Hons) 

Fine  Art  (BA/BA  Hons) 

Ffistory  {BA/BA  Hons) 

History  of  Art  &  Design  (BA/BA  Hons) 

International  Relations  (BA/BA  Hons) 

Languages:  French,  German,  Spanish  (BA/BA  Hons) 
Media  Studies  (BA/BA  Hons) 

Performing  Arts:  Theatre,  Dance  (BA/BA  Hons) 
Politics  (BA/BA  Hons) 

Souft  Asian  Studies 

(with  Jan  Studies)  (BA/BA  Hons) 

Sports  History  &  Culture  (BA/BA  Hons) 

Women's  Studies  (BA/BA  Hons) 

HEALTH  &  COMMUNITY  STUDIES 

Idcedw  -  Teh  0116. 257  7710 

Health  Care  Practice  (BSc)  •  start  m  mid-April  1998 

Nursing  Studies  (BA)  -  part-time 

Health  Studes  (BA)  •  part-time 

Midwifery  Studies  (BA)  -  part-time 

Applied  Health  Studes  (MA) 

Nursing  (MA),  Midwifery  (MA) 

Diploma  Youth  &  Community  Development  -  part-time 
Community  Education  (MA)  -  part-time 
Hilton  Keynes  Td:  0116. 257  7710 
Applied  Social  &  Community  StucSes  (BA) 


AGRICULTURE  &  HORTICULTURE 
Lincoln  -  Tet  01400. 275572 
Agricultural  Business  &  Chemistry  (HND) 
Agri-Business  (HND) 

Animal  Science  (HND/BSc) 

Crop  Production  &  Protection  (HND/BSc) 
Equine  Science  (HND/BSc) 

Equine  Sports  Science  OBSc) 

Ftoristry  Management 

&  Interior  Styling  (HND) 

Forestry  (HND/BSc) 

Golf  &  Leisure  Management  (HND) 

Horse  Studies  (HND) 

Landscape  Ecdogy  (HND/BSc) 

Outdoor  Recreational  Management  (HND) 

APPUED  SCIENCES 
Leicester  -  Tet  01400. 275572 
Applied  Biology  (HND/BSc/BSc  Hons) ' 
Pharmaceutical  Chemistry  (HND) 

Water  &  Environmental  Management 
(BSc/BSc  Hons) 

Negotiated  Studies  Modular  De^ee 
in  Science  (BSc/BSc  Hons) 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION, 

SPORTS  &  LEISURE 

Bedford  -Teh  01234. 793364 
Environmental  Studies  (BA/BSc) 

Human  Geography  (BA/BSc) 

Leisure  &  Recreation  (BA/BSc) 

Sports  Studies  (BA/BSc) 


COMPUTING  SCIENCES 
Leicester  -  Teh  0116. 257  7456 
Computer  Science  (BSc) -part-time 
Computing  (MSc}~  fuU-ttme  and  part-time 
ttRon  Keynes  -  Tet 01908  834949 
Information  Systems  Management  (MSc) 
BUSINESS 

Leicester  -Tefc  0116.  250  6135 
Business  Administration  (BA/BA  Hons) 
Pobtic  Policy  &  Management 
(BA/BA  Hons) 

ENGiNEERING  &  MANUFACTURE 
Leicester  -  Td:  0116. 257  7452 
Engineering  (BSc) 

AutoI,otive  Technology  (HND/BSc) 


De  Montfort 

UNIVERSITY 

LDCC3Teh-mujo«  Keynes 
BEDFORD.  LINCOLN 


Cal!  our  Enquiry  Centre  on  0116.  257  7512 
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EDUCATION 


The  two  types  of  teacher 


Tony  Mooney 

reports  on 


CHRB  DUGGAN 


research  into  the 


* 


personalities 
found  in  the 
classroom 


With  Iasi  week’s 
official  figures 
confirming  that 
21,300  teachers 
quit  their  jobs  in  the  first  nine 
months  of  this  year,  there  is 
every  indication  that  En- 

KJ's  education  system  is 
ing  for  a  staffing  crisis. 
This  bad  news  is  compound¬ 
ed  by  figures  released  by  the 
Graduate  Teacher  Training 
Registry,  which  show  that 
there  is  a  10  per  cent  fall  in  the 
number  of  people  applying  for 
teacher-training  courses.  This 
foil  may  in  part  be  due  to  the 
El, 000  tuition  fee  levy  from 
next  September.  However,  it  is 
more  likely  to  be  a  result  of  the 
negative  publicity  that  teach¬ 
ers  and  schools  have  received 
over  the  past  decade. 

Given  this  background, 
there  is  every  reason  to  hope 
that  the  Government's  £IJ> 
million  advartising  campaign 
to  persuade  {people  to  choose 
teaching  as,  a  career  will 


quickly  bear 
However, 
don  that 
people  to 
favourite  tea' 


mt. 

lere  is  a  suspi- 
iking  famous 
about  their 
under  the 


headline  “Nolone  forgets  a 
good  teacher  j  is  strong  on 
razzmatazz  but  weak  on  indi¬ 
cating  what  personal  charac¬ 
teristics  might  pake  someone 
suitable  for  Teazling.  There  is 
no  personal  ^entifier  that 
makes  a  membyr  of  the  audi¬ 
ence  sit  up  and  say  “that  could 
be  me".  1 

Are  there  aly  particular 
character  types  that  the  re¬ 
cruitment  earraaign  could 
have  highlighted  Do  teachers 
have  particular]  traits  tiiat 
attract  them  to  tfe  dassroom? 

According  to  the  research 
from  America,  leathers  ap¬ 
pear  ro  belong  p  two  main 
personality  types  which  are 
related  to  the  agerange  of  the 
children  they  optio  teach.  The 
results  of  the  wbrk  tend  to 
reinforce  the  lonj-held  preju¬ 
dice  that  the  bettel  minds  tend 
to  migrate  toward  secondary 
education  where  'hey  will  be 
more  intellectual Ij  challenged. 

The  research  |ras  carried 
out  by  Susan  Sears  and  John 
Kennedy,  of  the;Ohio  State 
University  Deplrrment  of 
Educational  Servres.  and  was 
reported  in  The;  Journal  of 
Educational  Reearch.  The 
work  identified  tit  personality 
types  of  SSb  spdents  who 
obtained  teaching  degrees  at 
the  university  in  he  Eighties. 

The  personalif  profiles  of 
rhe  would-be  fcjschers  were 
obtained  after  he  students 


Report 


had  completed  a  standard 
Myers-Briggs  Type  Indicator 
(MBTI)  report.  The  underly¬ 
ing  psychology  of  the  MBTI 
owes  much  to  Carl  Jung’s 
belief  that  “random  variation 
in  human  beings  is  actually 
quite  orderly  and  consistent, 
being  due  to  certain  basic 
differences  in  the  way  people 
prefer  to  use  perception  and 
judgment".  The  report  consist¬ 
ed  of  188  forced -choice  ques¬ 
tions  that  were  computer 
analysed,  and  was  based  on 
four  dichotomous  personality 
dimensions.  The  four  oppo¬ 
sites  involved  were:  extrover¬ 
sion  (E)  vs  introversion  0) 
intuition  (N)  vs  sensing  (S) 
thinking  (T)  vs  feeling  (F). 
perception  (P)  vs  judging  (J). 

Two  distinct  personality 
types  emerged.  The  sensing, 
feeling  and  judging  (SFJ)  ones 
became  primary  school  teach¬ 
ers  and  tire  intuition,  thinking 
and  judging  (NTJ)  types  mi¬ 
grated  towards  secondary 
teaching. 

The  primary  teachers 
who  showed  sensing 
character  traits  folly 
exercise  their  five 
senses.  They  tend  to  perceive 
their  surroundings  in  terms  of 
what  they  can  see,  touch,  hear, 
taste  and  smelL  These  individ¬ 
uals  show  an  interest  in  what 
is  real  and  factual  and  will 
emphasise  fact  over  theory 
and  reality  over  imagination. 
Other  predominant  character¬ 
istics  are  empathy  and  feeling 
towards  others.  They  are 


adept  at  knowing  what  is 
important  to  others  and  at 
appreciating  the  sensitivities 
of  interpersonal  relationships. 

Primary  teachers  tend  to  be 
warm,  sociable,  responsible 
and  caring  people  who  enjoy 
harmony  and  who  trust  their 
feelings.  In  addition,  they 
work  hard  to  master  facts,  are 


The  better 
minds  migrate 
towards 
secondary 
education’ 


concrete  in  their  approach  to 
tasks,  thrive  on  order  and  Like' 
to  make  schedules  that  they 
will  carefully  follow. 

Such  people  bring  many 
strengths  to  the  primary  class¬ 
room.  Their  need  for  order 
allows  them  to  make  sense  out 
of  the  many  demands  of 
teachers’  time,  which  helps 
them  to  cope  with  having  to 
teach  a  number  of  different 
subjects.  Their  interest  in 
meeting  the  needs  of  others 
helps  them  to  accept  the 
diverse  personalities  and 
problems  of  today’s  children. 

Despite  their  many  attri¬ 
butes  the  primary  school 
teachers  with  an  SFJ  profile 
are  not  likely  to  be  the  success¬ 
ful  leaders  of  their  profession. 


These  teachers,  say  the  au¬ 
thors.  "will  not -be  leaders  in 
the  educational  reform  that 
many  believe  is  needed  to 
improve  today's  schools.  They 
respect  order,  the  concrete, 
and  the  status  quo.  They  are 
unlikely  to  be  comfortable 
with  the  disorder,  ambiguity 
and  confusion  tiiat  inevitably 
accompanies  change”. 

Secondary  school  teachers 
are  somewhat  different  They 
tend  to  fit  an  NTJ  profile.  They 
are  likely  to  approach  their 
work  in  a  more  theoretical 
way  and  are  much  more 
disposed  to  investigate  rela¬ 
tionships  and  possibilities 
through  insight  or  intuition. 
They  are  drawn  to  complexity, 
innovation  and  change.  Of 
secondary  teachers,  with  NTJ 
profiles,  die  authors  say. 
“Their  intuitive  and  thinking 
nature,;  vduefa  inspires  them  to 
seek  solutions  to  complex 
problems,  intimates  that  they 
possess  greater  potential  to 
advance  educational  innova¬ 
tion  and  reform.  In  short. 
NTJs  appear  to  be  the  best 
source  of  leadership  among 
practising  teachers  for  efforts 
to  reform  education." 

.  Both  primary  and  second¬ 
ary  teachers  show  a  judging  (J) 
type  of  personality.  They  are 
interested  in  long-range  plan¬ 
ning  and  prefer  to  have  things 
decided  and  settled.  This  is 
probably  why  so  many  have 
become  disgruntled  with  the 
continuous  change  in  our  edu¬ 
cation  system  in  recent  years. 

Judging  types  are  often 


characterised  as  being  respon¬ 
sible  and  dependable  and  this 
is  probably-  why  teachers 

•  appear  high  on  the  list  of  those 
polls  that  ask  the  public  to  rate 
the  trustworthiness  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  professions.  However,  the 
more  rigid  judging  types  do 
tend  to  be  dogmatic  or 
authoritarian.  . 

The  initial  thrust  of  the. 
Government's  advertising 
campaign  to  recruit  teachers 
has  foiled  to  indicate  what  a 
member  of  the  audience  might 
possess,  which  could  be  put  to 
use  in  teaching. 

We  all  need  to  be  needed 
and  we  all  have  our  own  ideas 
about  what  our  personalities 
are  like.  What  the  campaign  is 
foiling  to  do  is  to  massage  the 
egos  ofthepeqpte  it  is  trying  to 
attract  Perhaps  Ohio  State 
University  should  be  asked  to 
help  with  future-advertiang, 

•  The. author  is  head  teacher  of  a 
South  London  comprehensive- 


Why  it  took  me  60 
years  to  graduate 

Octogenarian  graduate  Hilda  Whiting  finds  that 
students  are  the  same  whether  they  are  18  or  81 


Are  you  amazed  to 
learn  that  there  is  a 
scarcity  of  octogenari¬ 
an  graduates?  There  must 
be,  or  I  would  not  have  been 
regally  treated  at  my  recent 
graduation. 

My  degree  was  delayed 
because  of  the  Depression, 
when  everything  had  to  be 
paid  for  fon  there  was  no 
money,  so  I  set  off  for  France 
to  leani  French.  If  England 
was  poor,  France  was  des¬ 
perate  but  !  got  tuition  in 
exchange  for  work.  War 
broke  out  and  i  returned  to 
join  the  Women’s  Royal  Na¬ 
val  Service,  which  occupied 
the  next  six  years. 

Then,  various  careers  and 
responsibilities  kept  die  de¬ 
gree  on  indefinite  hold. 
Eventually,  illness  and  be¬ 
reavement  made  a  new  pur¬ 
pose  imperative  and  Digby 
Stuart  College,  part  of 
Roehampttm  Institute  in 
Surrey,  accepted  me  as  a 
mature  humanities  student. 

Mature  students  have  dis¬ 
advantages.  Mine  was  being 
allocated  a  pigeonhole  at 
ground  level.  When  I  bent 
down,  my  glasses  fell  off  and 
I  couldn't  see  the  number. 
Another  was  finding  the 
right,  room.'  The  module 
system  scatters  students  so 
most  only  know  where  they 
are  . bound  far  and  it  was 
never  the  same  destination 
as  mine. 

However,  I  found  my  way 
around  and  even  survived 
registration;  this  is  efficiently 
run  but  taxing  and  only  ends 
with  tiie  issue  of  library 
ticket  and  student  card.  Stu¬ 
dents  wear  jeans  and  look 
bright;  I  never  achieved  this. 

I  don't  wear  jeans  but  I  do 
have  my  own  brand  of 
scruff,  as  a  student's  work  is 
second  only  to  a  miner’s  in. 
dirt.  It  comes  from  paper 
and  books,  giving  that  dis¬ 
tinctive  education  aroma. 

Other  smells  were  evoked, 
by  history.modules,  such  as 
no  drains.  -parehedi  doth.es, 
beer,  bread  and  the  sweaty. 


frantic  search  for  the  cause  of 
the  Black  Death.  Could  it  be 
earthquakes  or  dergy  gad¬ 
ding  about? 

We  students  rejoiced,  too. 
when  essays  and  disserta¬ 
tions  were  finally  handed  in. 
I  was  often  asked  how  I  got 
on  with  other  students.  We 
were  all  students  together. 

.  even.the  tutors,  and  I  lqyed 
them  all. 

Maturity  meant  that  I  was 
never  a  threat  In  private,  l 
accused  my  tutor,  a  lovely 
man,  of  subverting  the 
young.  In  reprisal,  he  set  me 
to  work  on  19th-century 
prostitution.  ■ 

This  gets  a  bad  press  and  I 
set  out  to  refute  it.  It  was 
really  not  too  difficult  once 
you  realise  that  all  the 
sources  were  biased. 

Once  registered,  motiva¬ 
tion  continues,  helped  in  my 
case  by  urging  my  middle- 
aged  children  not  to  worry 
a  bout  me,  as  I  was  fed.  warm 
and  occupied.  I  got  tired,  like 


all  the  students,  and  proba¬ 
bly  the  tutors,  too. 

The  tutors  on  the  whole, 
were  fun  and  field  trips  a 
treat.  The  only  physical 
strain  was  all  that  sitting.  In 
the  second  year  I  learnt  to 
swim  and  that  solved  the 
problem.  The  Slow  Lane 
Club  also  provided  an  educa¬ 
tion.  while  catching  its 
breath.  Topics  discussed  in¬ 
cluded  medieval  law,  archae¬ 
ology,  Odes  of  Horace, 
music  and.  of  course,  the 
temperature  of  the  water. 

The  temperature  at  my 
college  was  warm  and  wel¬ 
coming,  so  if  your  gap  years 
run  on,  don’t  be  daunted. 
Just  choose  your  favourite 
■subject  and  register,  remem¬ 
bering  to  ask  for  a  pigeon¬ 
hole  high  up  if.  you  wear 
glasses.  1  am  now,  ai  the  age 
of  81,  enjoying  another  gap 
year,  which  may  go  on  for 
some  time,  while  I  choose  a 
subject  from  the  many 
tempting  ones  on  offer. 


Hilda  Whiting:  maturity  meant  she  was  never  a  threat 


hows  that  competitive  physical  exercise  is  in  demand  by  pupils 


Top  marks  for  school  sport 

^  UCWCTCAL 


c 


hildren  a  ed  between  five  and  11 
are  no  ct  ich  potatoes,  according 
to  the  l  rgest  survey  made  of 
primary  pupils'  [porting  activities. 

It  emerged  th  t  four  fifths  of  the  i500 
children  in  removed  by  the  Welsh  Sports 
Council  for  Prihe  Time  For  Sport,  to  be 
published  later  his  month,  were  enthusi¬ 
astic  about  sprt  three  quarters  liked 
competitive  spt  t  and  many  belonged  to 
sports  clubs  ou  side  school  hours.  Only  2 
per  cent  said  mu  they  did  not  like  sport 
and  S  percent  «pled  that  they  did  not  like 
competitive  ganes. 

“These  findings  arc  encouraging,"  Or 
Huw  Jones,  dreefor  of  policy  planning 
for  the  Welsh  i ports  Council,  says,  "pie 
children  are  ss  'ing  *if  you  create  sporting 
opportunities  or  us.  we  will  come  in 
droves'." 

Delivering  uch  opportunities  is  not 
always  easy.  For,  as  the  report  shows, 
there  are  con  inuing  problems  with  the 
provision  oF  rimary  school  PE.  Inade¬ 
quate  train  ir  j  means  that  teachers  — 
particularly  wmen  —  can  lack  confi¬ 
dence  in  teac  ling  the  subject 

"We  are  irging  the  Government  to 
Increase  the  ame  allocated  to  PE  fn  initial 
teacher-training  courses."  Dr  Jones  says. 
“Some  teachers  received  as  little  as  eight 
hours  durine  their  entire  course.  That  is 
worrying,  rot  only  because  insufficient 
knowledge  imparted.  Mainly,  our  fears 
are  on  safet  grounds.  . 

“Safety  i;  an  important  issue  in  PE, 
unlike  dasauom-based  subjects  such  as 
English  or  ristoiy.  So  we  want  to  make 
sure  that  primary  teachers  are  adequately 
trained  to  each  PE  informatively  and 
safely." 

Further  j  ovision  is  also  demanded  to 
improve  th  skills  of  existing  teachers, 
parents  and  the  media  are  challenged  by 

tiie  report  lotaise  the  profile  of  sport.  The 

pupils  ques  toned  stated  that  their  par¬ 
ents*  intern  in  sport  increased  their 
willingness  m  participate.  The  overall 
sportiness  c'  the  family  environment 
encouraged  hem  to  enjoy  those  sports 
that  their  p  rents  -  particularly  their 

fathers  — su]  ported. 

Television  was  also  regarded  as  a 


Girls’  sports,  such  as  netball,  are  neglected  in  favour  of  boys'  activities 


means  of  strengthening  their  sporting 
interests  by  highlighting  role  models.  But 
a  distinct  gender  gap  opened  as  pupils 
noted  their  favourite  sports  stars.  In  a  list 
headed  by  Ryan  Giggs  and  Eric  Cantona, 
none  of  the  top  ten  were  women.  Only  1 
percent  of  the  children  and  jusr2  per  cent 
of  girls  mentioned  the  leading  sports 
woman.  Sally  GunndL 
This  finding  is  the  result  of  the  media's 
preoccupation  with  male  sports  such  as 
football  and  rugby,  the  Sports  Council 
believes.  "The  media  roust  give  a  higher 
priority  to  women's  sports."  Dr  Jones 
says.  "That  way  schools  will  also  raise 
their  profile.  You  often  hear  teachers 
praising  the  efforts  of  their  school’s  rugby 
or  football  teams.  But  the  hockey  and 
netball  teams  are  way  down  the  list" 
The  survey's  results  will  be  used  by  the 


Welsh  Sports  Council  to  develop  its 
millennium  strategy  for  encouraging  PE 
in  schools.  It  is  considering  directing 
some  of  its  National  Lottery  funding 
towards  teacher  training.  But  its  lottery 
budget  is  being  cut  from  £15  million  to 
£12  million  next  year.  Thai  means 
voluntary  dubs  will  suffer  as  priority  is 
given  to  schools. 

That  is  a  concern  for  the  Sports  Council 
because  its  objective  is  to  maintain 
primary  pupils'  interest  in  sport  into  the 
secondary  schools  and  then,  through 
dubs  and  community  projects,  into  adult 
life  It  us  well  on  the  way  to  achieving  that 
challenge,  however,  as  58  per  cent  of  the 
children  questioned  stated  that  they 
already  bdong  to  sports  dubs. 

Iola  Smith 


Open  one  of  our  business  deposit  accounts  alongside  your  existing  bank  account  and 
you'll  profit  not  only  from  higher  interest  rates,  but  from  telephone  banking, 
instant  access,  and  a  cheque  book  too.  And  with  no  bank  charges*  you’ve  got  nothing 
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‘Chris  is  the 
best  presenter 
in  Britain. 
He  has  the 
chance  to 
build  a  major 

company’ 

Richard  Branson  has  thrown  in  his  radio 
lot  with  the  maverick  Chris  Evans.  Why? 
Interview  by  Raymond  Snoddy 

Until  now.  at  least.  Richard  a  danger  that  the  Government  would  tui 
Branson's  failure  to  circum-  the  deal  down. 

navigate  the  world  in  a  hot-air  On  any  level  the  story  of  how  Richaj 
balloon  has  been  more  than  Branson  chose  to  merge  his  main  med: 


Until  now.  at  least.  Richard 
Branson's  failure  to  circum¬ 
navigate  the  world  in  a  hot-air 
balloon  has  been  more  than 
matched  by  the  need  to  establish  himself 
as  a  serious  media  player  even  though  he 
has  wanted  to  do  both  things  almost  as 
much. 

This  week  there  was  more  obvious 
success  with  the  media  than  the  balloon¬ 
ing  as  the  ever-smiling  tycoon  with  the 
genius  for  personal  marketing,  often  at 
the  risk  of  his  own  neck,  spumed  the 
“respectable"  gentlemen  of  Capital  Radio 
and  took  the  "courageous"  decision  to 
throw  in  his  lot  with  Chris  Evans,  the 
unpredictable  presenter. 

“Basically,  the  maverick  side  of  me 
went  for  this  option,"  Branson  explained 
from  Marrakesh  a  few 
minutes  before  lie  had 
the  painful  experience  of 
watching  the  balloon 
making  a  maverick 
flight  of  its  own. 

“It  was  partly  the  fact 
that  all  our  staff  were 
very  keen  on  this  as  an 
option.  Our  manage¬ 
ment  were  very  keen  on 
this.  The  public  who  listen  to  Virgin  Radio 
were  very  keen.  And  I  found  it  more 
exciting." 

it  was  almost  certainly  the  sense  of 
excitement  that  got  him  in  the  end.  After 
all,  lie  never  did  care  much  for  the 
constricting,  disciplined  world  of  the 
quoted  company,  either  his  own,  or  that  of 
Capital. 

"When  I  held  the  phone  and  heard  the 
staff  cheering  and  screaming  with  joy  I 
was  absolutely  certain  1  had  made  the 
right  derision."  says  the  man  who  has 
made  a  considerable  success  of  Virgin 
Atlantic  bur  not  quite  yet  managed  to 
make  all  his  trains  run  on  time  in  his 
Virgin  rail  franchises. 

The  reasons  for  throwing  his  radio 
interests  in  with  Chris  Evans  and  his 
Ginger  Productions  are  dear  and  person¬ 
al.  even  though  the  Ginger  option  is 
probably  worth  closer  to  £83  million  than 
Capital's  E90  million,  much  of  it  in  shares. 

"I  like  Chris  a  lot.  He’S  the  best  radio 
presenter  there  is  in  Britain.  He’s  bright, 
he's  quick  and  he  has  the  chance  to  build  a 
major  company  here."  says  Branson. 

The  reasons  given  to  Capital  executives, 
who  believed  the  deal  was  still  going 
through,  subject  to  the  approval  of  rhe 
Monopolies  and  Mergers  Commission 
and  say-so  of  Margarer  Beckett.  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  were  very  different 
The  hand-delivered  letter  cited  delays 
and  doubts  caused  by  the  MMC  inquiry, 
which,  in  fact  has  by  now  been  complet¬ 
ed.  and  suggested  that  perhaps  there  was 


a  danger  that  the  Government  would  turn 
the  deal  down. 

On  any  level  the  story  of  how  Richard 
Branson  chose  to  merge  his  main  media 
interests  with  Chris  Evans  —  and  how 
Evans,  the  talented,  though  quirky,  radio 
and  television  presenter  became  a  media 
proprietor  —  is  a  remarkable  one. 

Earlier  this  year  Evans  was  disillu¬ 
sioned  with  radio  after  his  abrupt 
departure  from  Radio  1  and  the  row  over 
working  on  Fridays. 

He  told  friends  he  was  not  going  to  do 
radio  any  more.  It  was  a  holiday  in 
Ireland  that  changed  his  mind.  His 
interest  in  the  personal  power  of  radio  — 
talking  as  if  one-to-one  with  an  audience 
—  was  re-awakened  by  listening  to  Gerry 
Ryan,  the  Radio  Ireland  broadcaster. 

Evans  came  bade  and 
told  his  longtime  agent, 
Michael  Foster,  who  will 
now  become  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  television  in¬ 
terests  of  the  Ginger 
Media  Group,  the  new 
enlarged  company,  that 
he  wanted  to  get  into 
radio  again  —  but  as  a 
shareholder  as  well  as  a 
presenter.  His  first  stop  was  Talk  Radio 
UK.  the  national  commercial  speech 
station.  There  was  no  early  answer,  so 
Evans  moved  on  to  the  only  other  possible 
national  station.  Virgin — Classic  FM  was 
rightly  not  seen  as  an  option. 

When  Evans  decided  that  he  wanted  to 
approach  Branson  to  take  over  Virgin, 
Foster  took  over  the  mechanics  of  the  deal. 
He  called  Simon  Olswang,  the  media 
lawyer,  and  a  venture  capitalist  he  had 
met  by  chance  at  a  dinner  party,  Barbara 
Manfrey  of  Apax  Partners.  Branson's  first 
response  was  a  firm  “No". 

The  critical  moment  came  in  October 
when  Evans,  armed  with  a  single  sheet  of 
paper  containing  the  headlines  of  die  deal, 
telephoned  Branson  on  his  Caribbean 
island  of  Necker  and  charmed  him  into 
saying  a  definite  maybe. 

“Richard  Branson  took  a  gamble.  He 
could  have  played  safe  but  the  maverick 
in  him  got  quite  exdted,”  says  Foster. 

It  a  commonplace  to  say  that  Evans  and 
Branson  are  mavericks  in  the  sense  that 
both  are  instinctively  drawn  to  trying  to 
overturn  conventional  wisdom,  conven¬ 
tional  structures.  But  there  is  also  another 
similarity,  important  in  business  terms. 
They  both  know  how  to  harness  publicity 
for  their  own  ends. 

Years  ago  Branson  was  happy  to 
confess  that  although  he  obviously  en¬ 
joyed  the  thrill  of  setting  records,  when  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  by  speedboat  publici¬ 
ty  for  Virgin  Atlantic  an  the  US  networks 
was  also  in  his  mind.  Foster  insists  that 
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'Our  staff were  keen,  the  listeners  were  keen,  and  I  found  it  exerting,”  says  Richard  Branson  of  his  deal  with  Chris  Evans 


Keen  to 
fall  into 
the  Net 

A  new  survey  finds 

that  technology  is 

firing  the  public’s 
imagination 

nr-ihe  British  really,  really  want 
I  to  be  able  to  take  advantage  ot 
technology,  according  to  the 
final  results  from  what  is  probably 
the  largest  British  survey  on  me 
future  of  conununications  to  DC 
published  on  Monday  (see  column, 

viewer  than  323,727  people  took 
the  time  to  fiU  in  detailed  question¬ 
naires  cm  what  people  expected  from 
communications  technology  w  a 
survey  carried  out  jy  Cwe* 
Wireless  Communications  (cww- 
the  largest  cable  company.  # 

More  than  50  per  cent  said  they 
intended  to  get  an  Internet  conned 
tion  at  some  time  in  the  future  mid 
22  percent  said  they  already  had  one 

at  home.  . 

Some  86  per  cent  would  like  to  be 
able  to  select  films  from  their  own 
television  set  rather  than  having  to 
go  out  to  a  video  shop  —  a  facility 
already  available  on  a  fronted  basis 
from  satellite  and  one  that  will  be. 
provided  on  digital  cabfe  and  satel¬ 
lite  from  next  year.  wbfle  TS  per  cent 
said  they  would  like  their  own  on¬ 
screen  television  guide  to  select  their 
favourite  programmes.  I 
“One  of  the  things  that  came 
across  very  strongly  [in  the  survey!  is 
the  level  of  interest  people  have  in 
technology  and  their  wilingness  to 
thfnk  about  new  applications."  says 
Helen  Burt,  acting  dinkor  of  mar¬ 
keting  at  CWG  j 
The  survey  was  designed  to  help 
CWC  to  decide  which  areas  to  focus 
on.  and  already  it  has  pd  an  effect 
One  of  the  things  to  corae  through  in 
the  early  responses  vks  bow  keen 
people  were  to  know  what  a  long¬ 
distance  telephone  call  was  likely  to 
cost  before  malting  ij  The  finding 
encouraged  the  CWC  jo  push  ahead 
with  the  launch  of  a  Mp  maximum 
charge  for  weekend  tails  anywhere 
in  the  UK  at  weekends. 

“It  has  been  very  Attractive.  and 
people  have  been  Eking  up  the 
service.  The  concept  If  capped  calls 
is  something  we  njed  to  explore  ., 
further,"  says  Ms  Bcjt 
Some  56  per  cent  pf  respondents 
would  like  a  tdephme  with  differ- 
ent  ringing  tones  to  dentify  who  die 
call  is  for,  while  44po- cent  would  be 
interested  in  a  videophone  at  home. 

early  half  die  respon- 
\  dents,  partnilaxiy  young 


maximum 

anywhere 


(tractive,  and 
ring  up  the 

capped  calls 
l  to  explore. 


N  dents,  parteulaxly  young 
families  am  singles,  would 
like  to  shop  from  hi  me,  and  62  per 
cent  would  like  to  I  rowse  through, 
and  order  from.  I  wkshops  from 
their  living  rooms. 

More  than  75  p  t  cent  of  die 
respondents  said  tb  y  would  like  to 
have  online  libra  ies  to  obtain 
instant  answers  to  t 1  irrational  and 
general  interest  que  lions,  while  73 
percent  would  like  be  able  to  see 
live  pictures  of  thir  homes  and 
holiday  destination  before  they 
book  a  break. 

Ms  Burt  believes  her  challenge 
will  be  to  package  c  mm  unications 
services  to  consumer  in  simple  and  - 
relevant  ways,  and  ti :  television  set 
seems  to  be  the  key  o  that  Many  : 
people  say  that  is  he  way  they 
would  like  to  gain  access  to  die 
Internet 

A  woman  whose  i  other  is  deaf . 
had  another  now.  suggestion;  • 
“Wouldn't  h  be  gmt  if,  when  a 
telephone  call  came  in,  you  could  ■ 
have  the  conversant  i  through  the.. 
TV  set?”  This  is  jus  one  of  many 
ideas  that  CWC  si 's  it  will  be 
looking  into. 

Raymqnf Snoddy 


Evans  is  more  disciplined  than  he 
appears  and  that  some  of  die  escapades, 
such  as  the  drinking  session  with  Paul 
Gascoigne,  are  partly  to  generate  notori¬ 
ety,  while  at  die  same  rime  provide 
amusing  anecdotes  for  his  many  shows. 
“It's  all  considered.  Everything  is  done  for 
a  purpose  and  to  get  the  best  margins."  he 
says. 

Certainly  Branson  feels  very  content 
with  die  outcome,  which  will  give  him  20 
per  cent  of  the  enlarged  Ginger  Media 
Group  to  Evans’S  50  pier  cent — 55  per  cent 
when  die  founder’s  share  of  management 
shares  are  included.  “We  will  be  well 
protected.  We  will  have  two  directors  on 
the  board  and.  apart  from  our  stake  in  the 
company,  we  will  now  be  involved  in  TV 
production,  too."  he  says. 

For  years  Virgin  has  been  frying  to  get 
into  television,  and  each  time  it  has  failed 
to  get  past  the  regulators  in  the  shape  of 
the  Independent  Television  Commission 
—  first  the  1991  bids  for  three  ITV 
franchises,  and  more  recently  the  failure 
to  win  the  Channel  5  licence. 

“One  of  the  problems  we  have  had  in 
the  piast  is  that  we  were  in  the  middle  of 
the  airline  battles  when  we  were  doing  the 
television  licence  applications.  I  also  think 


—  and  this  may  be  paranoia  —  that  the 
ITC  has  seen  us  as  a  maverick  and  never 
felt  very  comfortable  about  us.”  he  adds. 

Branson  now  has  high  hopes  -for  die 
future  of  Ginger,  although  he  cautions 
against  too  high  expectations  at  first 

"It  can  obviously  develop  in  television," 
he  says.  "It  can  develop  in  radio,  and 
possibly  it  can  go  farther  than  that  The 
group  has  a  fair  amount  of  debt  so  it 
should  not  be  too  overly  ambitious  in  the 
short  term." 


Branson  believes  that  Virgin 
Radio  should  concentrate  on 
attracting  more  listeners  and 
advertising  before,  in  time, 
going  for  more  radio  licences  and  tele¬ 
vision  properties. 

But  the  biggest  development  of  all,  and 
part  of  the  reason  why  Richard  Branson 
was  looking  for  a  deal  with  anyone  — 
Ginger  or  Capital  —  was  the  move  into 
digital  radio.  As  an  existing  broadcaster 
Virgin  will  automatically  get  digital 
frequencies  next  year. 

“Virgin  and  Ginger  are  committed  to 
being  part  of  the  digital  revolution  and 
will  be  investing  the  amount  of  money 
that  is  necessary  to  push  us  forward  in 


that  direction,"  says  Branson,  who  adds 
that  a  Virgin  brand  of  digital  radio,  to 
help  to  kick-start  the  marked,  is  a 
possibility; 

The  Radio  Authority  will,  under  com¬ 
plicated  government  rules,  advertise  digi¬ 
tal  frequencies  in  March,  with  Ginger 
guaranteed  frequencies  to  run  a  national 
station  of  near-CD  quality  sound  Up  to  80 
per  cent  of  the  programming  can  be  the 
same  as  the  conventional  service.  There  is 
also  a  big  long-term  opportunity  that 
Ginger  will  be  able  to  complete  for  a 
second  national  digital  licence,  although  it 
would  have  to  pass  the  Authority's 
"diversity"  test 

In  striking  the  deal  with  Evans,  the 
Virgin  founder  may  also  have  found  the 
template  for  simplifying  other  parts  of  his 
sprawling  empire  —  particularly  if  there 
is  not  enough  money  to  develop 
everything. 

With  Virgin  Radio,  Branson  explains 
that  the  deal  is  virtually  a  management 
buyout  rather  than  selling  outside. 

The  UK’S  best-known  entrepreneur  and 
balloonist  says:  “If  we  ever  do  things  like 
this  with  Virgin  companies,1 1  think  as 
much  as  we  can  do  on  a  management- 
staff  buyout,  the  better." 


Young  Family  man  could  be  just  what  Albert  Square  needs 


■  SEASONAL  cheer  for 
EastEnders.  The  cast's  grotty 
dressing  rooms  at  run-duwn 
Elstree  Studios  are  to  be 
renovated  —  though  work 
will,  naturally,  stop  short  of 
the  Albert  Square  set. 

Also  taking  a  close  interest 
will  be  Malcolm  Young,  the 
piersnnable  new  head  of  dra¬ 
ma  series,  hand-picked  by 
BBC  I  controller  Peter  Salm¬ 
on.  Young  joins  next  week 
after  overseeing  Family  Af¬ 
fairs.  Channel  5’s  soap. 
Young  has  derided  to  station 
himself  ai  EastEnders  for  a 
spell,  to  integrate  it  mare 
closely  into  his  department. 
So  what's  the  plot? 

Less  than  IS  months  ago. 
Young,  as  Brookside's  pro¬ 
ducer  —  responsible  fur  that 
censored  brother  and  sister 
incest  scene  —  was  compara¬ 
tively  unknown,  over¬ 
shadowed  by  his  boss.  Philip 
Redmond.  Then  he  moved  to 
London  to  lead  Pearson  Tele¬ 
vision's  drama,  which  has 
taken  over  Grundy,  producer 
of  Neighbours.  Family  Af¬ 
fairs.  the  UK’s  only  daily 
soap,  is  produced  according 
to  Grundy’s  Aussie  clockwork 
methods:  industrial  precision 
and  low  cost. 

Young,  who  is  also  oversee¬ 
ing  Casualty,  would  thus  be 
well  qualified  to  introduce 


Will  renovated  dressing  rooms  cheer  up  those  EastEnders? 

new  efficiencies  and  drum  up  t roller  of  BBC2.  hasn't  the 
a  fourth  EastEnders  episode  money  to  commission  one. 
to  challenge  Coronation 

Street,  should  BBC's  ratings  ■  WILL  Chris  Evans  get  to 
drop.  He  also  wants  top  the  church  on  time?  Nicky 
EastEnders  talent  to  spjread  Campbell,  the  ex-Radio  I  DJ 
out  into  other  BBC  dramas,  now  presenting  Radio  5  Live's 
like  Granada's  former  soap  morning  magazine,  is  getting 
writers  Kay  Meilor  ( Band  of  married  in  London  tomorrow 
Gold)  and  Brookside's Jimmy  to  newsreader  Tina  Ritchie. 
McGovern  have.  Evans  is  guest  of  honour. 

Meanwhile.  Richard  Lang-  Tina,  who  worked  with  Evans 
ridge,  executive  producer  of  on  his  Radio !  show,  followed 
children's  programmes  at  the  the  ginger  one  to  Virgin  Radio 
BBC.  and  the  head  of  diil-  when  he  took  over  the  break- 
dren’s  programmes,  Lorraine  fast  slot  as  a  prelude  to 
Heggessey.  are  plotting  a  buttering  up  Richard  Bran- 
teenage  soap  to  rake  on  son  and  buying  die  station 
Hollyoaks.  Only  one  prob-  (contrary  to  reports,  the 
lem:  Mark  Thompson,  con-  spumed  Capital’s  board  was 


shaken  to  its  roots  by  Mon¬ 
day's  decision).  Campbell, 
whose  phone-ins  are  credited 
with  raising  morning  ratings 
at  Radio  5  Live  by  up  to  30  pier 
cent,  is  even  tipped  as  a 
potential  BBC  TV  news¬ 
reader.  Not  bad  for  a  man 
who  until  recently  also  hosted 
ITV’s  Wheel  of  Fortune. 

■  MORE  on  die  BBC’s  re¬ 
view  of  why  audiences  are 
switching  off  its  news.  In 
classic  tortoise  style,  it  is  to 
conduct  two  more  months  of 
debate  about  what  kind  of 
news  programmes  are  need¬ 
ed.  Martyr  Lewis  is  certain 
that  his  brand  of  “good  news" 
on  77ie  Six  O'Clock  News  is  in 
favour.  But  a  shake-out  of 
older  presenters  (watch  out 
Peter  Sissons.  Michael  Buerk) 
is  on  the  cards.  The  problem 
is  the  under- 35s.  and  whether 
instead  of  upheaval  there 
should  be  a  variety  of  BBC 
news  programmes.  It  is  pxts- 
sibie  BBC2  could  start  its  own 
nightly  news  programme, 
and  push  back  Newsnight  to 
11pm.  My  tip  to  serious 
Birtists:  if  you  want  to  see 
what  interests  younger  view¬ 
ers,  watch  News  round  on 
BBC  children's  TV'. 

■  THE  Daily  Mail  launched 
its  latest  offer  to  readers  last 


Saturday:  "Win  free  ironing 
to  the  year  2000."  Was  it 
serious?  Desmond  Nichols, 
director  of  promotions  for 
Associated  Newspapers,  says: 
“Yes.  We  sat  down  and  asked 
what  problems  would  our 
readers  like  taken  out  of  their 
lives?  Ironing's  the  least  pop¬ 
ular  chore.  And  it  is  totally  in 
step  with  Middle  England." 
it  is  also  in  step  with  the 


Soil 


Ironing 

until  the^’ 

year 

2000 

Pressing  offers 


increased  sophistication  of 
readers'  offers,  the  under¬ 
reported  newspaper  develop¬ 
ment  of  1997.  It  began  with 
The  Times’s  Eurostar  offer 
last  year,  which  sent  some 
150,1)00  off  to  Paris,  while  the 
Mail  began  a  half-price 
Sketchley  cleaning  offer,  half 
a  million  dirty  items  immed¬ 
iately  crossed  the  counter, 
and  it  was  extended  to  77ie 
Standard,  (all  those  readers 
sitting  trapped  in  grubby 
tubes). 

“In  the  1980s.  people  were 
much  more  aspirational. 
Now  they  like  practical  ser¬ 
vices.  Our  aim  is  to  be  part  of 
the  household,  a  reader’s 
friend,"  says  Nichols.  Last 
Sunday,  I  stood  in  the  Habi¬ 
tat  queue  brandishing  my  20 
per  cent  discount  card  offered 
by  The  Times.  I  was  flanked 
by  customers  doing  exacdy 
the  same  thing.  Those  who 
(wrongly)  predict  the  death  of 
.  newspapers  forget  how  hard 
they  fight  —  on  all  fronts. 


■  CHRISTOPHER  SMITH,  the  Culture,  Med  i  and  Sports 
Srateiy,  has  just  appointed  a  panel  of  wort!  es  to  advise* 
Wh?heLn?°re  sports^ents  -  such  as  the  Ryder  Cup  and  top 
rugby  fixtures  —  should  be  saved  for  mains  ream  “free" 
Revision  and  added  to  the  protected  “list”,  keep  ng  them  off 
^ytel^OT.  BmBnan  Downing,  head  of  tL  inaricetiire 
committee  of  the  England  and  Wales  Cricket  SLard  - 
whrae  home  Test  matches  are  listed,  is  foriotsWr  tire 
panel  s  implicit  bias  which  could  leave  cricket  stranded  with 
just  one  <*eeseparmg  buyer,  the  BBC  “We  are  t  mime  that' 
we  mufl  be  demisted.”  be  said.  The  ECB  is  offer  5S' 
national  event,  the  Test  match  at  Lord’s,  for  tb<  newfrsL  I 
for»ee  months  of  frenzied  lobbying  from  sportij  t  bodies  in 
the  months  ahead.  Ifs  just  not  cricket  and  it’s  not  ust  cricket  - 


Animated 

Christmas 

■  DANIEL  GREAVES  is  the 
British  Oscar-winning  car¬ 
toonist  behind  the  special 
BBC2  Christmas  Eve  event, 
Flatworld.  Spikier  and  dark¬ 
er  than  Wallace  &  Gromit, 
there  are  no  tactile  day  mod¬ 
els:  just  flat,  two-dimensional 
cardboard  characters. 
Greaves  is  as  gloomy  as  the 
Broadcasting  Standards 
Commission  about  the  spread 
of  cartoons  across  children’s 
television:  his  offering  ends 

with  the  hero  screwing  up  his 
remote  control  and  getting  on 
with  his  life. 

Alas,  his-  daughter  Ella,  6, 
after  living  with  Flatworld 
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Original  work:  hatwvrld 

(budget,  £750,000  for  four  ‘ 
years  did  not  wai  t  to  watch 
this  indisputabV  OriginaK'  - 
product.  “She’S  nc  mygreafc  . 

est ran," says Gre  ves..  ’  • 
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Why  news  is  bleak  1  Our  man  with  Havanas 


without  young  readers 

“’  Oxford  with  two  As  editors  and  marketeers  brood  on  hov 
,  ^Y  «*  to  stop  declining  newspaper  sales  ant 

miov  mi2Sn5Bi^i8llt'i>Work  hard  and  attract  young  readers,  they  are  bombardet 
mjoy  music  and  novels.  But  thev  hsmllv  hv  curb  onhhoic  of  tw™ 


.  -m  3»uuctiis.  mey  are 

V  arhqilate  and  bright,  work  hard  and 
enjoy  music  and  novels.  But  they  hardly 
ZZ  Wah*  televKitm  and  buy  newspaper 
only  on  an  occasional  Sunday  as  an 
indulgence”. 

Sunday;  another  lunch  with  an  18-year- 
old  on  her  “gap"  year  and  aiming  for 
medical  schooL  She  is  only  now  starting  to 
bny  newspapers  and  says  she  has  found  one 
£"5  ^1°^  L,ean  forward  in  anticipation. 
ITS  The  Independent .”  She  concedes  that 
The  Times  is  the  best  paper  for  news. 

Monday:  read  The  Guardian.  News¬ 
papers  have  become  ugly,  irrelevant,  pas¬ 
sive  dull  and  pompous,  says  American 
media  expert  Jon  Katz;  who  writes  for 
HotWired.  They  are  being  attacked  by  the 
deadly  virus  of  Raging  Old  FartLsm:  “Filled 
with  _  warring  spokesmen,  timorous 
warnings  about  pornography  and  other 
dangers,  and  disapproving  harrumphing 
about  the  decline  of  civilisation,  papers  have 
become  the 
ducking  -  old 
maids  of  the 
digital  age.” 

They  should 
throw  out 
their  news  sec¬ 
tions  —  they 
aren't  in  the 
breaking- 
news  business  any  more  —  and  make  the 
first  priority  to  get  young  readers  back. 

Tuesday;  study  the  Audit  Bureau  of 
Circulation’s  report  for  November  sales  of 
national  daily  and  Sunday  tabloids  last 
month  were  down  by  more  than  300,000  on 
a  year  ago. 

Wednesday  study  the  progress  of  the 
revamped1  Independent  On  the  front  page 
almost  twice  as  much  space  is  devoted  to 
Richard  Branson  and  his  balloon  than  to 
the  Government’s  reform  of  the  National 
Health  Service  (as  in  all  four  broadsheets). 
There  is  one  other  story  (about  suifhail)  and 
signals  to  five  others,  among  them- 
“Teletubbies  misery".  Sheryl  Crow  and 
“Hot  dothes  for  cool  kids”. 

Among  the  dominant  items  on  inside 
pages  are  the  Two  Fat  Ladies.  Chris  Evans. 
Agony  Atkins  and  her  daughter,  and  sex, 
booze  and  hferoin  addiction.  Other  pages  are 
devoted  totally  to  the  Kyoto  summit,  health 
and  the  battle  for  jobs. 

Thursday:  study  Daily  MaiL  The  front 
page  bills  Fay  Weldon  —“Why  we  feminists 
risk  destroying  today’s  men”,  an  artide  first 
published  in  77ie  Guardian .  One  of  its  main 
features  inside  is  headlined  “An  Oasis  of 
vulgarity”  and  attacks  the  pop  group's  bad 
language. 


As  editors  and  marketeers  brood  on  how 
to  stop  declining  newspaper  sales  and 
attract  young  readers,  they  are  bombarded 
by  such  gobbets  of  anecdote,  research  from 
focus  groups,  sales  reports,  studies  of  then- 
rivals,  and  the  gratuitous  views  oF  pundits 
who  think  they  know  better. 

The  difficulty  is  making  sense  of  what  the 
pundits  say  —  which  followed,  which 
ignored?  Yet  the  survival  of  some  newspa¬ 
pers  in  the  next  century  depends  on  making 
the  right  judgments  now,  as  hundreds  of 
millions  of  pounds  are  invested  in  them. 

It  was  Mr  Katz  who  provoked  most 
interest  among  my  colleagues  this  week. 
Throw  out  news  sections?  He  has  a  point 
Editors  could  not  ignore  the  snatching  of 
new-born  baby  Karli  last  Friday  night  Even 
aD  the  broadsheets  led  on  the  story.  Yet  she 
was  safe  by  the  time  the  papers  were  on  sale. 
The  “news"  was  our  of  date. 

Only  a  very  brave  editor  would  deride  to 
dispense  with  “news"  on  the  front  page.of  a 
“news-paper.  That  editor  in  1997  has  been 
Andrew  Marr 
of  The  Inde¬ 
pendent,  who 
has  opted  de¬ 
liberately  to 
display  one 
big  picture 
and  one  or  two  : 
main  stories 
on  his  front 
page.  By  concentrating  on.  only  a  few  stories 
and  targeting  a  young  audience.  The 
Independent  is  pursuing  the  Katz  agenda. 

Against  The  Independent,  the  main 
candidate  for  the  ROF  award  —  disapprov¬ 
ing  harrumphing,  the  decline  of  civilisation, 
warnings  about  pornography  —  has  to  be 
the  Daily  MaSL  According  to  Kafr,  it  must 
be  doomed. 

Yet  what  do  the  sales  figures  show  for  tiie 
past  year?  Sales  of  the  Daily  Mail  are  up  by 
almost  150.000  but  The  Independent  is 
down  by  4,000.  That  does  not  mean  that 
Marr's  strategy  is  necessarily  wrong:  The 
Independent  is  underfunded  and  working 
from  a  position  of  weakness  rather  than 
strength.  If  he  is  given  time,  history  is 
probably  on  Marr’s  side  —  and  other 
broadsheet  editors  are  proceeding  more 
cautiously  in  the  same  direction  and  tilting 
—  some  would  say  dumbing  down  —  the 
mix  of  news.  But  it  does  demonstrate  that 
editing  and  marketing  newspapers  is  more 
complex  than  Katz  can  comprehend. 

As  for  my  18-year-old  lunch  companion, 
she  has  suddenly  discovered  that  when  she 
wants  to  know  what's  happening  in  medi¬ 
cine  or  the  health  service,  newspapers  are  a 
mine  of  information.  So  how  do  we  present 
newspapers  so  that  she  buys  one  every  day? 


Yes,  there  is  more  to  say  about 
Woodrow  Wyatt  than  has 
already  been  said  in  the 
obituaries,  remembrances 
and  appreciations  that  have  been 
published  since  his  death  an  Sunday. 
For  the  bow  tie.  the  omnipresent  cigar, 
the  drawl  and  the  chuckle  concealed 
more  than  they  revealed. 

To  understand  Woodrow,  one  has  to 
appreciate  him  as  a  Journalist,  some¬ 
thing  1  came  to  do  as  1  watched  him 
craft  his  articles  for  tire  News  of  the 
World  and  77ie  Times  and  learnt  from 
the  comments  he  so  generously  provid¬ 
ed  on  my  Sunday  Times  articles. 

I  always  marvelled  at  Woodrow's 
ability  to  explain  complicated  issues  in 
dear  prose  without  in  any  way  talking 
down  to  his  audience.  That  skill,  he 
once  told  me,  came  from  studying 
Shakespeare,  whose  most  memorable 
lines,  said  Woodrow,  consisted  of 
monosyllables:  “To  be  or  not  to  be . . 
"What's  in  a  name?  That  which  we  call 


Irwin  Stelzer  pays  homage  to  Woodrow  Wyatt,  who  offered 
friends  wisdom  and  tolerance  as  well  as  fine  wine  and  cigars 
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a  rose,  . . 

I  shall  always  remember  the  Sunday 
morning  when,  having  used  my  col¬ 
umn  for  a  discourse  on  energy  policy.  1 
turned  to  “The  Voice  of  Reason"  to  find 
the  same  subject  covered  more  folly 
and  understandably  in  half  as  many 
words.  I  remember,  too,  Woodrow's 
constant  efforts  to  make  certain  that  he 
had  his  facts  right  To  be  an  economist 
and  to  be  exposed  to  his  charm  and 
enthusiasm  was  to  become  his  willing 
research  assistant  —  gathering  eco¬ 
nomic  data,  data  on  trends  in  crime 
and  other  soda!  phenomena,  data  on 
developments  in  the  US  that  might 
illuminate  a  policy  debate  in  the  UK. 

And  1  shall  never  forget  the  tough 
integrity  that  underlay  his  journalism. 
Like  other  tabloids  and  most  of  the 
broadsheets  —  the  popular  and  unpop¬ 
ular  press,  as  they  have  been  called  — 
the  News  of  the  World  was  editorially 
opposed  to  privacy  laws,  seeing  them 
as  a  restraint  on  freedom  of  the  press 
and  a  tool  to  protect  the  privileged  from 
the  scrutiny  to  which  a  free  society  is 
entitled  to  subject  them.  Woodrow 
disagreed  —  ana  repeatedly  said  so  in 
his  column. 

Enter  a  senior  executive  of  the 
newspaper,  acting  —  as  far  as  I  am 
aware— -without  consulting  the  propri¬ 
etor.  He  asked  me  to  set  up  a  meeting 
with  Woodrow.  The  three  of  us 
gathered  for  lunch  at  Woodrow’s  house 
in  St  John's  Wood,  scene  of  so  many 
wonderful  dinners  and  so  much  robust 
political  conversation  (it  was  Wood¬ 
row’s  custom  to  excuse  the  ladies  after 
dinner  so  that  we  chaps  could  puff  our 
—  his  —  agars,  sip  brandy  and  settle 
the  affairs  of  the  world;  Baroness 


Woodrow  began  by  saying  that  by 
signing  his  column  he  took  responsi¬ 
bility  for  its  contents.  He  pointed  out 
that  the  proprietor,  who  was  apposed 
10  privacy  laws  because  of  the  protec¬ 
tion  They  afforded  malefactors,  had 
never  told  him  what  to  say  in  his 
columns,  and  never  would.  If  the 
executive  had  any  doubts  about  the 
proprietor’s  altitude  towards  Wood- 
row.  he  was  invited  to  call  Mr 
Murdoch  to  seek  enlightenment.  To  the 
best  of  my  knowledge,  that  call  was 
never  made. 

Woodrow  was  often  wrong.  To  The 
end  of  his  days  he  insisted  that 
cigarette  smoking  improved  health. 
And.  in  my  view,  ht  was  wrong  on  the 
question  of  privacy.  But  then,  F  am  an 
American,  accustomed  to  rhe  protec¬ 
tion  that  the  First  Amendment  to  our 
Constitution  grants  to  the  press.  But. 
right  or  wrong,  he  stood  by  his 
principles,  in  the  face  of  ridicule  by  his 
enemies,  threats  from  those  who 
thought  they  were  in  control  of  his 
financial  circumstances  and  urgings 
by  his  friends  to  please,  please,  be 
reasonable. 
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The  amazing  thing  is  that  his 
devotion  to  what  he  thought 
was  right  was  not  accompa¬ 
nied  by  the  intolerance  or 
meanness  of  spirit  often  found  in  those 
who  think  they  know  right  from 
wrong.  On  many  a  Sunday  morning 
my  telephone  would  ring  and  a  cheery’ 
"Woodrow  here"  preceded  a  gentle 
critique  of  something  1  had  written  in 
my  column,  a  critique  that  was  devoid 
of  malice  and  invariably  sound. 

For  Woodrow  was  as  generous  with 
his  rime  and  advice  as  he  was  with  his 
claret  and  cigars  (I  still  have  some  of 
rhe  precious  pre-Casrro  Havanas  he 
shared  with  mej.  And  he  was  recklessly 
so.  The  famous  picture  on  the  front 
page  of  this  paper,  showing  Woodrow 
and  Norman  Lament  en  route  to  the 
House  of  Commons  for  the  Chancel¬ 
lor’s  attack  on  rhe  Prime  Minister,  after 
John  Major  had  sacked  him,  put 
Woodrow’s  reappointment  as  Tore 
chairman  ar  risk.  But  the  choice 
between  a  friend  about  to  lose  office 
and  a  still-powerful  Prime  Minister 
was  an  easy  one  for  Woodrow,  even  if  it 
meant  losing  a  job  he  truly  loved. 

Journalism  is  immeasurably  poorer 
without  him.  as  are  those  of  us  who 
were  fortunate  enough  to  sit  at  his  table 
—  and  at  his  feet. 


J 


Woodrow  Wyatt:  he  insisted  that  smoking  improved  health 


Thatcher  was  an  exception,  having 
been  declared  "an  honorary  man"  by 
Woodrow). 

The  executive  laid  out  the  case 
against  a  privacy  law  —  in  terms  of  its 
probably  commercial  impact  on  the 
circulation  and  financial  health  of  the 
tabloids,  and  implied  corporate  dis¬ 
pleasure  with  Woodrow's  position, 
which  he  suggested  would  henceforth 


be  edited  out  of  the  “Voice  of  Reason".  I 
knew  that  this  would  be  a  lunch  lo 
remember.  Woodrow  had,  after  all. 
surrendered  a  promising  political 
career  to  maintain  a  principle  —  that 
privatisation  of  the  steel  industry  made 
no  sense.  Labour  Party  dogma  not¬ 
withstanding.  This  when  Tony  Blair 
was  still  in  rompers  and  new  Labour 
was  not  even  a  gleam  in  anyone's  eye. 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL 
0171  481 4481 


MEDIA,  SALES  &  MARKETING 


FAX: 

0171  782  7826 


European  Sales  &  Marketing 


Worldwide  leader  in  the  design  and  manufacture  of  cryogenic  products 
with  annual  sales  over  US  $100  million  is  seeking  an  experienced 
professional  to  join  our  London  office. 


Responsibilities - — ; - 

-  Contacting  existing  customers  in  Europe 

•  Contributing  lo  and  implementing  market  strategy  and  promotion 

■  Developing  new  business  opportunities  including  the  introduction  of 
new  product  lines  to  prospective  and  existing  customers 

•  Extensive  travelling  throughout  Europe 
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This  free  Information  Kit  I 
|  from  the  Monte  CoBege  of  S 
Journalism  shows  you  I 
exactly  howl  Can  Free:  I 
1  0800  371500  Jt 


Marketing  Manager 
Specialised  New  Products 


Qualifications  ■ - - ; - 

•  10  +  years  of  experience  selling  capital  goods  to  major  corporations 

•  A  minimum  B.S.  degree  in  Engineering,  preferably  with  some 
technical  or  sales  experience  in  the  cryogenic  industry 

•  Ability  to  effectively  communicate  to  both  technical  and  upper 
management  personnel 

•  Second  language  skills  in  French  or  German  are  essential 

•  Enthusiasm  and  strong  influencing  skills,  capable  of  building  long¬ 
term  relationships 


kARTOOtfXlW 
FOR  PROFIT 

Make  rmxwyVoro  your 
cartooning  and  ISusbatian 
skits.  Study  tram  horns  tor 
a  now  career  or  profitable  j 
second  Income.  I 

For  a  free  prospectus,  1 
Ctf  Freer  0800  371  50oJ 


’  Intotuiwiud  marketing  company  based  in  lhe  UK.  which  also 
develops  and  produces  new  consumer  non-food  products  in  co¬ 
operation  with  durd  parties  with  special  reference  lo  (Breeding  and 
specialised  priming  techniques.  The  successful  applicant  will  be  to 
expel  Waned  marketing  executive  responsible  lor  the  "New 
Product”  sector  of  our  business.  In  depth  knowledge  of  barcode 
:xiuwk>gy  and  specialised  printing  inks  is  a  mod.  Also  essential  is 
a  Comprehensive  understanding  of  lhe  US  consumer  market  lo 
develop  w.  "..parts.  Proven  experience  in  lhe  aforementioned 
areas,  a  University  degree  in  a  related  discipline,  and  6-8  years 
managerial  experience  are  mandatory. 

Please  send  a  Kill  CV  to  Box  No  9090 
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MARKETING  EXECUTIVE 
Leading  Asset  Management  Co  -  EC4 
Up  to  25k  &  taw  &  snort  hA  A  PPP  ft  enta.  gym 
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Leading  UK  Chinese  newspaper  is  looking 
for  a  senior  reporter  to  work  in  London. 
Candidates  must  have  minimum  5  years 
experience  working  with  a  Hong  Kong 
Chinese  media;  conversant  with  social  and 
political  affairs  in  Hong  Kong  and  UK;  and 
fluent  in  spoken  and  written  Chinese 
(Cantonese  and  Mandarin)  and  English. 


Experienced  Senior  Sales  Executive  required  for 

OUTDOOR 

ADVERTISING 

CONTRACTOR 


(new  to  the  UX) 


Send  cover  letter  and  resume  with  salary  history  to: 
Box  No  9095 
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This  tree  NamlMsr  from  the 
Morrta  Cotega  of  Joumsfeai 
shows  you  exactly  mm. 
Obtain  you  tree  copy  nowf  i 
Freephone:  0600  371500J 
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Detailed  CV  with  salary  expected  should  be 
sent  to:  Personnel  Department,  Sing  Tao, 
46  Dean  Street,  London  W1V  5AP. 


We  are  looking  for  an  enterprising  individual 
whose  responsibility  will  be  to  negotiate  with 
outdoor  specialists  agencies.  Attractive 
remuneration  package,  which  includes  an 
excellent  high  salary  and  considerable  future 
prospects/  Please  reply  in  strictest  confidence 
Box  No  9046 
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Expanding  Docklands  based  NETWORKING, 
STRUCTURED  CABLING  &  PABX  Re-seller  Company. 


SALES  MANAGER 

OTE  £60K  +  profit  share  +  benefits 

This  is  an  exciting  opportunity  for  an  exceptional  candidate  with  proven 
Management  sucom  within  the  Telecom*  System  and  Serworkmg  arm.  The 
.  -i.  jnvoive  taking  full  responsibility  for  Sales  and  Marketing  heading  a 
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lhe  right  candidate  within  a  year- 
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SALES  EXECUTIVE 

OTE  T35K  +  benefits 
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within  a  related  industry. 
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We  are  ruining  a  unique 
training  cows*  n  cofljuncfan 
«!h  the  rraate  industry,  f  you 
ere  irt  wasted  In  fhe  business 
Please  CaBGkrinl  On: 
0171  583  0236 


Alt  Bax  number  replies 
should  be  addressed 
tK 

BOX  No;-  __ 

C/o  The  Times 


P.  a  BOX  3553, 
Virginia  Street, 
London  El  9GA 
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Breaking  barriers 


rather  than  pipes 


pick  and 
dick  on 
BBC’s 
Online 


By  rights,  cable  tdevisiofl  should  have 
been  dead  and  buried  by  now.  Ten  or 
so  years  ago,  cable  entrepreneurs 
wrung  their  hands  in  mock  gloom  and 
agreed  it  was  a  terrible  shame;  but 
organisations  such  as  the  BBC  simply 
would  not  —  could  not  —  survive  the 
onslaught  of  multichannel  television. 

Instead  the  cable  companies  burst  a  few 

water  pipes,  killed  a  tet  of  trees,  set  new  low 
standards  for  customer  care  and  service, 
and  demonstrated  how  not  to  sefl  a  new 
product  to  the  nation.  Nor  were  the 
programmes  good  enough. 

Now  a .  turning  point  of  sorts  has  been 
reached.  The  latest  official .figures  show  that 
the  cable  industry  has  just  had  its  best 
quarter  and  that  by  early  October  more  than 
3_25  million  homes  were  subscribing  to  at  " 
least  one  cable  service  —  television  or 
telecommunications.  The  numbers "  still 
seem  modest  when  compared  with  the  22 
million  or  so  homes  in.  the  UK  but  are 
remarkable  to  anyone  who  watched  the 
faltering  start 
of  the  first  ex¬ 
perimental  car 
bie  systems  in 
places  such  as 
Westminster 
and  Aberdeen. 

It  took  the  car 
ble  industry  14 
years  to  reach 
one  million  homes.  The  last,  most  recent, 
million  took  just  14  months  to  accumulate. 

The  old  deregulate ry  dream  of  using 
cable  as  at  least  one  of  the  battering  rams  to 
introduce  competition  into  the  UK  telecom¬ 
munications  market  is  also  coming  to  pass 
at  last  In  the  past  quarter  the  total  number 
of  telephone  lines  installed  by  the  cable 
operators  broke  the  three-million  barrier. 

Bob  Frost,  chief  executive  of  the  Cable 
Communications  Association  {CCA),  the 
trade  body  for  an  industry  unused  to  good 
news,  this  week  was  moved  to  predict  that 
by  2000  a  further  three  million  homes  could 
be  added  to  the  cable-subscribing  universe. 

A  number  of  small  signs  indicate  that 
things  might  at  last  be  moving  in  the  right 
direction.  A  law  suit  launched  by  Channel  L 
the  cable  news  channel  owned  by  Associat¬ 
ed  Newspapers,  against  Cable  &  Wireless 
Communications  (CWQ.  has  been  settled. 
The  row  over  whether  Channel  1  should  be 
included  in  the  smallest  basic  package  of 
channels  seemed  an  obscure  one,  but 
actually  went  to  the  heart  of  how  cable  is 
sold  to  foe  public  All  the  cable  companies 
agreed  to  guarantee  Channel  l’s  revenue  in 
line  with  its  contract,  while  they  in  turn  were 
given  the  right  to  exdude  Channel  1  from  the 
cheap  starter  packages  that  most  cable 


From  left  bilinDual  Julia  Valet  could  lose  out  to  the  likes  of  Yorkshire  man  Paul  Tonkinsoa:  Ella  White,  who  is  German,  will  broadcast  in  German 


Culture  change  at  MTV 


Changing  the  accents  of  pre¬ 
senters  seems  a  rather  fadle 
way  for  a  television  channel 
to  cunfront  the  threat  of 
digits!  technology.  It  seems  especially 
odd  that  MTV.  a  station  famed  for 
hiring  Euro-babe  presenters  with  bro¬ 
ken  English  accents,  now  wants  them 
to  sound  like  characters  from  Corona¬ 
tion  Street. 

Yet  this  is  the  plan  being  developed 
by  Brent  Hansen,  who  joined  foe 
music  channel  as  president  and  chief 
executive  almost  a  year  ago.  But  it 
would  be  unwise  to  underestimate  Mr 
Hansen's  tactics  because  behind  foe 
change  of  accents  is  a  fundamental 
change  in  MTV’s  culture. 

Since  its  launch  ten  years  ago,  MTV 
Europe  has  broadcast  only  from 
London,  and  its  strong  European 
flavour  —  especially  the  accents  —  was 
to  help  it  tu  sell  on  the  Continent.  Mr 
Hansen  has  ser  about  splitting  the 
station  into  four  parts,  each  with  its 
own  target  audience;  the  UK,  and 
central,  southern  and  northern 
Europe.  As  digital  technology  devel¬ 
ops.  even  more  channels  will  appear. 

Bilingual  presenters  such  as  Julia 
Valet  could  soon  find  themselves  out  of 
a  job  in  the  UK,  as  foe  likes  of  Paul 
Tonkinsun  —  who  has  a  strong 
Yorkshire  accent  —  are  drafted  in  to 


MTV’s  Eurobabes  may  be  swapped  for 
Yorkshiremen.  Chris  Ayres  reports 


give  the  station  regional  appeal.  Mean¬ 
while.  presenters  such  as  Ella  White, 
who  is  German,  will  give  continental 
audiences  the  chance  to  view  pro¬ 
grammes  in  their  own  language. 

“The  European  element  of  what  we 
do  is  less  attractive  to  people  in  foe  UK 
than,  say.  in  Italy,"  says  Mr  Hansen.  “I 
think  you’ll  soon  start  to  hear  a  lot 
more  Geordie,  Glaswegian.  Brummie 
and  West  Country  accents." 

Mr  Hansen  believes  that  regional- 
isation  is  the  key  to  success  for  MTV 
Europe  in  the  digital  age.  “The  bigger 
and  less  flexible  you  are,  the  more 
complicated  life  is  going  to  become.  We 
haven't  decided  how  many  channels 
well  have,  but  we  want  to  focus  on 
each  of  our  major  markets.”  These 
markets  will  soon  indude  Holland, 
Scandinavia  and  Eastern  Europe. 

"We  can't  just  sit  in  London  and 
broadcast  everywhere  any  more.  We 
want  to  give  each  channel  a  free 
derision-malting  process  in  terms  of 
how  it  runs  the  company.  It  can  be  as 
international  or  as  focused  locally  as  rt 
feels  it  needs  to  be." 

He  could  be  forgiven  for  feeling  like 


an  outsider.  His  New  Zealand  accent 
would  not  appeal  to  any  of  MTVS 
European  markets,  and  he  looks  too 
much  like  an  ageing  eco- worrier  to  be 
foe  chief  executive  of  a  supposedly 
trendy  TV  channel.  Any  feelings  of 
alienation  will  not  have  been  eased  by 
his  derision  to  make  SO  redundancies 
in  London  as  part  of  MTVs  regional  i- 
sation.  However.  150  jobs  will  be 
created  elsewhere. 

“You  have  to  get  the  tough  decisions 
out  of  foe  way  before  you  make  the  sexy 
derisions."  Mr  Hansen  explains. 
“Technology  is  not  going  to  move  as 
fast  as  us.  that’s  why  1  made  all  these 
organisational  changes,  to  get  ahead.” 

He  admits  that  MTV's  new  M2 
interactive  channel,  to  be  launched 
next  year,  will  be  held  back  by 
technology  at  first:  “It  will  be  as 
interactive  as  we  can  make  the  technol¬ 
ogy  work." 

He  also  believes  that  digital  tele¬ 
vision  will  not  be  welcomed  by  the 
public  initially,  even  though  it  will  give 
MTV  —  available  only  from  sratellite 
or  cable  —  a  wider  potential  audience. 
“In  the  end  there  is  going  to  be  far  too 


much  choice,"  he  says  bluntly.  “It  will 
hit  some  of  the  big  terrestrial  players 
more  than  people  like  us.  who  are  very 
niche.  We  need  to  make  sure  our  brand 
is  as  strong  as  possible. 

“  Look  at  the  difficulty  there  is  in  even 
getting  people  to  adapt  to  technology, 
irs  not  like  foe  digital  future  is  what 
everyone's  gagging  for.  It  will  result  in 
a  complicated  choice.” 

Mr  Hansen  is  a  fan  of  foe  Internet 
but  admits  that  he  can  get  frustrated 
with  computers.  The  Internet  is 
relatively  unsophisticated  in  its  deliv¬ 
ery.  and  it’s  very  slow,"  he  says. 
However,  MTV  is  considering  joint 
ventures  with  both  telephone  com¬ 
panies  and  online  retailers. 

Mr  Hansen  says  digital  technology 
will  not  only  give  MTV  the  chance  to 
provide  regional  services  and  Internet 
link-ups,  but  also  to  launch  more 
specialised  channels  such  as  VH-1. 
which  broadcasts  middle-of-the-road' 
rock  music.  However,  it  will  also 
expose  It  to  intense  competition  from 
companies  such  as  Emap  and  Virgin. 

His  plan  for  survival  is  simple  “We 
have  the  technology  to  keep  subdivid¬ 
ing  until  we  get  25  to  30  channels,  but 
the  risk  is  getting  0  per  cent  of  nothing. 
The  idea  is  not  to  be  overcome  by  your 
ability  to  make  choices  but  to  make 
sure  you  Ye  making  foe  right  choices.” 
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companies  now  see  as  a  valoa&te 
tkSta^id  more  companies  now  believe 

that  the  way  to  sefl  cable 
package  of  five  or  six 
Swatdcphone  fine  somrttaW 

cabled  up,  they  can  be  sotdother  packages 

such  as  movie  or  sport  channris. 

Another  positive  sign  came  fromO*™™ 
findings  of  CWCs  enormous 
produced  more  than  320,000 
results  showed  considerable  urtere* 

Srires  such  as  the  ^ 
individual  films  from  foe  Jdqnswm  set 
rather  than  having  to  go  to  a  rtfcojj*"* 
Viewers  also  expressed  consiaaaWe  interest 
in  hairing  their  own  on-screen  television 
guide  in  order  to  select  thrir  favounte 
iiiiipianiin«  —  these  are  just  the  sort  of 
things  that  digital  cable  should  be  able  to 
provide  from  next  year. 

But  there  is  still  plenty  of  room  tor 
scepticism.  Cable  has  always  made  over- 
ambitious 
^ainw  about 
its  likely 
progress  and 
foiled  to  deliv¬ 
er.  At  least  one 
measure  in  the 
latest  statistics 
to  come  from 
foe  Indepen¬ 
dent  Television  Commission  —  the  cable 
television  penetration  rate  —  remains  stub¬ 
bornly  stuck  at  just  raider  22  per  cent.  The 
penetration  rate  is  foe  proportion  of  those 
subscribing  compared  with  those  who  could 
have  cable  ff  they  wanted  another 

way.  in  areas  where  cable  networks  are 

befit,  just  over  78  per  cent  of  consigners  have 
so  for,  on  average,  chosen  not  to  take  cable 
television. 

For  the  sake  of  argmnmt  left  ssume. 
that  foe  current  euphoria  at  the  OCA  is . 
justified'.and  that  cable  is  indeed  installed  in 
more  than  six  million  homes  by  foe  turn  of 
foe  century.  In  that  case,  foe  outlook  for  the 
industry  and  the  companks  in  it  would  be 
transformed. 

The  share  prices  —  which  are  currently 
languishing  —  of  .most  of  the  companies 
would  have  to  be  marked  upwards.  Cable’s 
hand  would  also  be  greatly  strengthened  in 
the  often  acrimonious  relationship  with 
BSkyB.  the  industry’s  mam  programme 
supplier  and  a  venture  in  much  News 
International,  fot  parent  company  of,  The 
Times,  holds  a  40  per  cent  stoke. 

Cable  might  even  be  in  avethfc  position  to 
compete  in  the  market  for  eadosive  fifaj  and 
sports  rights  if.it  dune.  But  above  all  it 
would,  at  long  last  become  a  business. 
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TO  ADVERTISE  CALL 
0171481  4481 


MEDIA,  SALES  &  MARKETING 


FAX: 

01717827826 


ESTEE  LAUDER 


Regional  Sales  & 
Marketing  Manager 


>a»| [fi 


Based  Dubai 


Estee  Lauder  International  has  a  high  profile 
opporuiniiy  in  its  regional  office  in  Dubai  covering  Middle 
East  and  Africa  for  an  exceptional  communicator  to  be 
responsible  for  sales,  advertising  and  promotional 
expenses,  and  image  of  Estee  Lauder  For  the  entire  area. 

Particular  responsibilities  will  include  development  of 
regional  strategies  and  programmes  as  well  as  lending 
guidance  and  assistance  to  Distributors  in  their 
implementation  of  these  plans.  This  will  require  extensive 
travel  throughout  the  region. 

This  exciting  and  challenging  career  opportunity  is 
ideally  suited  to  a  graduate  with  a  minimum  of  five  years’ 
experience  and  a  proven  record  of  achievement  in  sales 
and  marketing  management  within  a  competitive 
consumer  goods/ retail /fashion  or  related  environ  men  L 
You  must  be  willing  to  re-locate  to  the  UAE  and  be  fluent 
in  wriilcn/ oral  English.  Fluency  in  Arabic  is  an  advantage 
but  not  essential. 

Please  submit  your  CV  to  Sue  Rout,  Estee  Lauder 
Companies,  71-73  Grosvenor  Street,  London  W1X  OBH,  or 
telephone  for  an  application  form  on  0171  409  6B97  (24 
hour  answerphonc). 


In  1971  INTEL  introduced  the  world's  first  microprocessor;  today  more  than  80%  of  all  PCs  worldwide  ire' 
equipped  with  INTEL  microcomputer  components.  The  HMTEL  Pentium*  H  Processor  has  become  the  standard 
for  today's  PCs.  More  than  60.000  employees  have  as  their  aim  to  maintain  the  company's  reputation  for  tech¬ 
nical  innovation  and  its  market  leadership  position.  To  pro-actively  drive  the  market  communication  process 
in  Europe  the  European  PR  Team  now  wishes  to  add  experienced  professionals 


PUBLIC  RELATIONS  PROGRAMS  MANAGER  -  EUROPE 

based  in  Swindon/London  (UK)  or  Munich  (Germany) 


You  wiQ  assume  responsiUBtylbr  buHd- 
ing  and  managing  relations  with  the  lead¬ 
ing  European  market  analysts  in  the  IT 
field.  You  wifl  develop,  drive  and  implement 
communication  programs  with  regard  to 
Inters  technology,  products  and  strategy. 
You  will  work  closely  with  your  US  col¬ 


leagues,  the  European  PR  and  marketing 
managers  and  the  market  research  team. 


You  mil  have  a  degree  in  commu¬ 
nications,  business  or  computer  sciences 
and  a  minimum  of  5  years'  experience  in 
PR,  marketing  or  market  research  in  the 


high-tech  environment  with  2  -  3  years  at 
a  pan-Eurapean  leveL  You  have  success-, 
fully  demonstrated  your  abffity  to  manage 
and  co-ordinate  multiple  PR  prefects  simri- 
(aneousty,  develop  and  maintain  3rd  party 
relationships,  and  network  across  busi¬ 
ness  groups. 
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PUBLIC  RELATIONS  PROGRAMS  MANAGER  -  EUROPE 

Networking  products  -  based  in  Swindon 


EXPERIENCED  SALESPERSONS 
REQUIRED  FOR  A  LA  CARDE  CTTYDEALER 


4  SALESPEOPLE  REQUIRED  FOR  PUBLISHING  AND 
ADVERTISING  COMPANY,  LONDON  BASED. 

MUST  BE  WELL  EDUCATED,  ARTICULATE  AND  WELL 
PRESENTED.  CIRCA  £35,000  BASIC  PLUS  COMM,  CAR  & 
4  WEEKS  HOLIDAY  IN  THE  CARRIBEAN. 

ON  TARGET  EARNINGS  £50+. 


You  will  develop  and  drive  the  im-  tours,  senior  executive  speeches,  budget 
ptementation  of  PR  programs  for  network-  management  etc.  Key  to  this  role  is  the 
mg  hard-  and  software  products.  You  win  active  coordination  of  the  regional  PR 
Raise  closely  with  regional  and  central  PR  .  teams  to  ensure  positive  coverage  across 
teaire  in  Europe  andin  the  US  as  well  as  European  media  for  the  relevant  product 
the  European  marketing  groupto  ensure  Bnes  amJ 
consrstency  with  Intel’s  world-wide  PR 

messages.  This  will  include  writing  and  Ybuw9  have  a  degreB  in  business,  corn- 

editing  press  material,  organising  press  puting  or  communications,  and/or  PR/Jour- 


nafisfor  together  with  5- 6  years' high-tech. 
PR  experience  with  2-3  years  St  a.  pan1 
European  level,  preferably  within  the  net¬ 
working  products  environment  Exceflsnf 
understanding  of  networking  technology 
is  required.  Fluency  in  Engfifo  and  at  feast 
one  other  European  language  vriU  be  a  pre¬ 
requisite. 


PLEASE  CALL  CHARLES  MURRAY  OR 
RICHARD  DE  COURCY  ON  0171  351 4121. 


V  inside, 


PRESS  RELATIONS  PROFESSIONAL 

based  in  Swindon  or  London 


Pentium*]! 


You  will  be  responsible  for  building  and 
maintaining  relationships  with  the  techni¬ 
cal  and  trade  press  in  the  Northern  Euro¬ 
pean  region.  This  will  include  organising 
product  launch  events,  press  tours,  brief- 


You  vwU  act  as  the  Intel  spokesperson  with 
the  press  in  close  liaison  with  senior 
management  and  set  up  joint  PR  activities 


years'  experience  in  a  high-tech/U  PR 
environment  either  in  a  corporation,  PR 
agency  or  as  a  journalist  wffli  good 


The  change  of  life 


rial  on  Intefs  products  and  positioning. 


Based  on  a  degree  in  communication, 
journalism  or  business  you  wig  have  3-4 


The  people  wTn  wprK  hi  nre  crj;  grcductes,  bonkers, 
lawyers/ teachers,  ex-forces  personnel,  redundant 
people  —  in  short,  professionals  who  hove  Vivcc  on"  b 
choice  or  clhervvoe.  Y;e  v:i  train  voo  b  fhe  cyncmic  ert  of 
-veiling  dve.-li/ng  space,  aoy  you  io:  yc-ur  Sroub's;.  and  coy  you- 
hands5Xi«ly  when  ih»  deals  s:c; -  t.j  -n'i  jn. 


ALL  BOX  NUMBER 
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Ruancy  m  English  is  required  and  Compe- 
tence  In  another  European  language  wi 
be  a  strong  pfei 
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I;  you  live  in  cr  cicur, d  iCNuin,  ri-v.o  me. 

Philip  Armstrong,  c  cell  on  0171- X)i>- 
if  you  want  to  knsw  mcro. 


c/o  TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
P.O.  BOX  3553, 
VIRGINIA  ST, 
LONDON,  El  9GA 


Excellent  communication  and  pre¬ 
sentation  stalls,  a  creative  approach  to  PR, 
a  target  focused  working  style  and  a  high 
level  of  team  orientation  are  essential 
qualities. 


profit  sharing.  Relocation  assistance  is 
available. 


&bw-Ladwig&  PartnbrfortH 


We  offer  interesting  positions  providing 
scope  for  creativity  and  initiative,  excel¬ 
lent  opportunities  for  personal  tfevefop- 
ment  together  with  an  attractive  compen¬ 
sation  and  benefits  package,  including 


For  further  information  please  call 
Marten  Erber-Ludwig,  telephone 
+449fW*3  96  82-0  or  submit  your  fog 
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Adiftfonaf  information  on  Intel  and  other 
job  openings  is  available  on  Internet 
hBptfwwwinteLcom 
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Pi  ck  and 
dick  on 
BBC’s 
Online 

John  Birt,  DiredorCener- 
^ofrhc  BBC,  is  nothing 
u  not  ambitious  for  the 
corporation's  venture  on  to 
the  Internet.  He  even  predict¬ 
ed  recently  that  the  BBC 
would  have  the  best  Web  site 
In  Europe  within  12  months. 

On  Monday.  the  man 
charged  with  realising  Mr 
Birt’s  Internet  ambitions. 
Edward  Briffa,  the  former 
editor  of  Tomorrow’s  World. 
is  due  to  launch  his  latest 
BBC.com  offerings. 

The  BBC  Online  news  ser¬ 
vice  has  been  in  place  since 
last  month  and  PC  users  are 
already  looking  at  600.000 
pages  a  day  —  a  figure  that 
rose  to  one  million  when  the 
Louise  Woodward  verdict  was 
announced. 

On  Monday.  BBC  Online 
launches  its  Ticker  service  — 
electronic  ticker-tape  informa¬ 
tion  featuring  the  latest  news 
scrolling  continuously  across 
the  top  of  the  computer 
screen.  "Any  time  you  see  a 
BBC  story  you  like,  you  just 
click  on  it  and  there  it  is. 
When  you  have  read  it  you  go 
straight  back  to  your  piece  of 
work,"  says  Mr  Briffa,  who 
has  to  co-ordinate  all  the 
BBC's  online  activities  — 
those  on  BBC.com  that  are 
paid  for  by  licence  fees  and 
those  on  Beeb.com.  a  joint 
venture  with  1CL 
Next  week  wflJ  also  see  the 
launch  of  a  BBC  homepage 
and  a  channel  which  Mr 
Briffa  describes  as  “fast  food" 
—  a  digest  of  everything  that  is 
going  on  for  those  with  a  few 
minutes  to  spare. 

The  aim  is  to  ensure  that 
users  will  be  supplied  with 
individual,  regular  news 
items  —  such  as  die  weather  in 
a  particular  city,  traffic  condi¬ 
tions  on  a  local  road  or  a 
portfolio  of  stock  prices. 

As  part  of  the  licence-fee 
funded  offering,  there  are  also 
plans  to  develop,  within  the 
next  few  months,  sites  for 
everything  from  Crimewatch 
and  Gardener?  Question 
Time  to  Alive  and  Kicking. 


Briffa:  online  co-ordinator 

Desert  Island  Discs  and  Pick 
of  the  IVeefc 

The  hope  is  that  communi¬ 
ties  of  interest  can  be  created 
and  that  audience-to-audience 
communication,  something 
that  radio  and  TV  do  badly, 
will  turn  out  to  be  one  of  the 
strengths  of  BBC  Online. 

~My  ambition  is  to  make 
the  BBC  home  for  the  British 
llntemet]  audience:  It  should 
be  the  site  they  go  to  first  and 
from  where  their  exploration 
of  the  Internet  is  conducted," 
says  M  r  Briffa. 

But  why  should  the  BBC  as 
a  public  sen- ice  broadcaster, 
he  involved  in  providing 
Internet  senices?  Consider¬ 
able  sums  of  licence  fee 
money  is  involved  —  up  to  1 
per  cent  of  the  licence  fee, 
about  £  IS  million  a  year. 

There  is  also  a  strong  feel¬ 
ing  in  the  BBC  that  it  must 
have  a  presence  on  the 
Internet  if  it  is  not  going  to 
lose  touch  with  a  new  comput¬ 
er-literate  generation,  who.  if 
not  actually  sceptical  about 
the  BBC’s  future  role,  might 
need  persuading.  Research 
short’s  that  20  per  cent  of  the 
current  BBC  Online  audience 
are  students,  30  percent  are  at 
work  and  50  per  cent  at  home. 

Bceb.com  concentrates  on 
entertainment  titles  surii  as 
The  Comedjy  Zone  and  FT 
Guide.  An  electronic  version  of 
Radio  Times,  it  has  ^  now 
passed  two  million 
impressions"  a  month. 

BBC  Online  hopes  la  pro- 
ride  specialist  services  for 
students  —  an  electronic, 
minute-by-minute  clearing 
house  for  univtrsily  places  or 

job  opportunities  are  exam¬ 
ples,  It  will  also  be  possible, 
Mr  Briffa  adds,  to  create  a 
universe  for  children  in  which 
thev  arc  content  to  play  • 

In  the  summer  there  will  be 
a  public  consultation  to 
what  the  Corporation  is  doing 
well  and  whether  it  »s  the 
right  territory  or  not. 
i tun  basis  that  the 
commitment  to  ** 

decided-”  wys  Mr  Bnfra. 

RaYMOND  Snoddy 


This  autumn  some¬ 
thing*  unexpected 
happened.  The  re¬ 
vived  Punch  maga¬ 
zine,  which  was  supposed  - to 
be  starting  its  second  death 
rattle  about  now,  began  to  get 
a  bit  better.  Or  at  least,  it  is 
being  talked  about.  And  al¬ 
though  one  swallow  does  not  a 
summer  make,  there  is  some 
evidence  that  Mr  Punch, 
under  the  guiding  hand  of 
newish  Editor  James  Steen.  32, 
has  reinvented  himself. 

He’s  not  a  casteful  chap:  he’s 
gone  back  to  bruising  basics. 
And  there  is  trouble,  too.  bur 
the  right  son  of  trouble,  in  the 
form  of  libel  threats  from  the 
high  and  mighty,  with  Vis- 
counr  Rothermere  and  lawyer 
Peter  Carter-Ruck  first  in  the 
queue. 

“It’s  much  sharper.  Steen's 
surprised  everyone."  says  Tim 
SatchelL  founder  ■  of  .  the 
monthly  Insider  magazine. 

When  Mohamed  Al  Fayed 
paid  E500.00CI  for  the  defcner 
magazine  title  Punch  nearly 
two  years  ago.  the  media 
industry  was  stunned. 

He  then  proceeded  to  lose 
more  than  £7.2  million  as  his 
chosen  midd  le-aged  editorial 
.  executives  —  who  were  collect¬ 
ed  from  the  roost  expensive 
end  of  the  newspaper  busi¬ 
ness,  but  with  no  experience  in 
moulding  paid-for  magazines 
—  attempted  an  extravagant 
resurrection  for  September. 
1996. 

Newsagents  were  flooded, 
freelance  writers  rejoiced  at 
the  extravagant  fees,  but  the 
public  was  left-  stone  cold  by 
Editor  Peter  McKay's  odd 
attempt  to  devise  a  cross, 
between  The  Spectator  and 
the  old  bumbiy  Punch.  It  was 
neither  way  enough  nor  com¬ 
pelling.  McKay  swiftly 
switched  bade  to  his  forte  as  a 
columnist.  .  ■ 

“It  was  vanity  publishing," 
says  Steen  —  son  of  photogra¬ 
pher  David  Steen  and  journal¬ 
ist  Shirley.  Flack  ~ 
dismissively.  "Mohamed  nev¬ 
er  wanted  the  old  Punch.  He 
wanted  an  investigative  edge 
to  it" 

Stewart  Steven,  former  Edi¬ 
tor  of  The  Mail  on  Sunday 
and  the  Evening  Standard. 
stepped  in,  only  to  depart  too. 
Then,  last  April.  American 
writer  Paul  Spike  steered  it 
towards  the  current  new  iden¬ 
tity.  Mr  Punch  became  a  Lad. 
Out  -  went  the  codgers.  But 


Punch  gets  back  into  the  ring 


after  six  months  and  more 
crises  Al  Fayed  and  Spike  fell 
out. 

Steen,  his  deputy,  who  had 
moved  to  Punch  from  the 
salacious  celebrity  magazine 
Here!  (dubbed  Hello!  meets 
The  Sun),  enthusiastically 
seized  the  moment. 

In  what  looked  like  a  last 
desperate  throw.  Punch,  by 
then  selling  only  15.000  copies 
instead  of  the  lofty  150.000  or 
so  originally  talked  about, 
switched  down  a  gear  and 
since  September  has  been 
published  fortnightly,  on  the 
alternate  weeks  to  Private  Eye. 

Steen,  _  with  only  a  few 
months  in  which  to  turn  it 
round,  held  a  lengthy  meeting 
with  advertisers,  who  told  him 
bluntly  that  the  magazine  was 
a  "mishmash",  and  completely 


The  magazine  they  thought  would  die  is  being  talked 
about  again.  But  how  long  before  publisher  Mohamed 
Al  Fayed  cuts  his  losses,  asks  Maggie  Brown 


unfocused.  With  his  back  to 
the  wall  —  but  thrilled  with 
attaining  the  "utmost  privilege 
anyone  can  have:  to  become  an 
editor.  I'm  obsessed  with 
Punch  24  hours  a  day"  —  he 
derided  to  apply  both  the 
commercial  lessons  he  had 
been  tutored  in  at  Here!,  and 
an  earlier  training  as  a  Fleet 
Street  gossip  commnist  on 
Today  (a  story  told  to  him 
about  Viscount  Linley  being 
allegedly  thrown  out  of  a 
London  public  house  led  to  a 
£35.000  libel  awaiti). 

"I've  been  form.  focus. 


ana  lyse  what  people  buy.  what 
makes  them  pick  something 
up.  It's  celebrities,  sex.  gossip, 
things  that  they  can’t  get 
elsewhere." 

The  magazine  needed  more 
"knocking”  copy,  he  conclud¬ 
ed.  He  began  to  target  what  he 
saw  as  the  soft  underbelly  of 
Private  Eye  to  wno  25  to"  45- 
year-old  readers.  (In  recent 
issues  he  has  published  photo¬ 
graphs.  reprinted  by  The 
Times,  or  Ffion  Jenkins,  Wil¬ 
liam  Hague's  fiancee,  when 
she  was  a  brunette,  and  won  a 
high-profile  legal  victory  over 


the  former  Guinness  chief. 
Ernest  Saunders.!  But  think¬ 
ing  that  Private  £ve  is  a  sining 
duck  is  hardly  an  original 
observation:  Scallywag,  The 
Digger  and  now  The  insider 
have  all  had  a  go  aver  the  past 
decade  bur  have  not  got  very 
far. 

Yet  in  the  past  four  years  the 
Eve’s  sales  have  been  gently 
declining:  the  last  audited 
figures  were  179.000.  Readers 
were  bored  with  the  old  jokes: 
John  Major's  Diaries,  and 
endless  recitals  of  government 
sleaze  —  though  in  recent 


monrhs  (unaudited)  sales  have 
recovered  to  191.000  as  new 
Labour's  banana  skins'  pro¬ 
vide  fresh  Themes. 

Steen  als'o  decided  that 
media  stories  shift  copies,  even 
though  conventional  news¬ 
paper  wisdom  says  they  don  1. 
Where  Private  Eye  has  Street 
of  Shame,  his  Punch  has 
Reptile  House.  “Media  stories 
have  ail  the  inert-diems,  con¬ 
flict.  glamour.”" 

This  led  directly  to  the 
current  undeniably  controver¬ 
sial  derision  to  rake  over  the 
tacky  private  life  of  the  de¬ 
ceased  Viscountess  (Bubbles) 
Rothermere.  who  died  five 
years  ago. 

Today  sees  pan  two  of  John 
McVicar's  racy  account  of  her 
taste  for  young  men.  “Pal  liked 
a  quickie”,  as  told  by  ex-toy  boy 

RICHARD  POHLE 


James  Steen:  “The  utmost  privilege  anyone  can  have  is  to  become  an  editor.  I’m  obsessed  with  Punch  24  hours  a  day" 


Punch:  fresh  impetus 

Ashley  Roy.  Steen  jumped  at 
the  opportunity  to  publish, 
believing,  rightly  or  wrongly, 
that  Fleer  Street  had  been 
unwilling  to  write  about  the 
wife  of  such  a  powerful  media 
magnate. 

Ibis  issue  also  parades, 
under  the  hanner  headline 
“Junk  Mail",  a  letter  from 
Viscount  Rothermere's  law¬ 
yers.  protesting  that  the  previ¬ 
ous  issue,  with  a  mock-up  of 
Lord  Rothermere  holding  a 
copy  of  the  Daily  Mail,  head¬ 
lined  “My  Life  with  Bubbles", 
was  a  "complete  forgery' ...  a 
gross  and  extraordinary  libel 
of  uur  client". 

This  is  old-fashioned  Eye 
territory.  No  wonder  copies  of 
lhe  offending  article  are  quiet¬ 
ly  circulating  around  his  enr- 
pire  at  Norihciiffe  House,  even 
while  senior  journalists  say, 
with  some  merit,  that  it  is  a 
pointless,  sad  expose. 

So  are  we  witnessing  a 
robust  rebirth  of  bad- 
taste  satire,  investiga¬ 
tion  and  crude  muck¬ 
raking?  Well,  the  small  team 
of  20  clinging  on  at  Punch 
certainly  possess  energy.  But 
Private  Eye  has  37  years  of 
tradition  behind  it. 

Over  all  of  this .  presides 
Mohamed  Al  Fayed,  the  pro¬ 
prietor.  He  has  employed  An¬ 
drew  Neil  for  one  day  a  week 
to  oversee  his  troublesome 
small  media  ventures.  Some 
think  that  Al  Fayed  would  love 
to  cut  his  losses  by  selling 
Punch  —  if  only  there  were 
takers. 

Steen  has  a  meeting  once  a 
week  with  Al  Fayed:  “My 
attitude  is  to  put  a  smile  on  his 
face.  He  knows  we’re  causing 
a  stir." 

But  for  how  long? 


The  French  say  no 
to  Budweiser 


■  THE  Government's  dither- 
-ing  over  tobacco  sponsorship 
of  sport  was  put  into  context 
this  week  by  the  decision  of 
Anheuser-Busch,  based  in  St 
Louis,  Missouri,  to  give  in  to 
the  French  Government's  ban 
on  alcohol  advertising.  , 

The  derision,  which  has 
attracted  surprisingly  little 
press  coverage,  has  sent  shock 
waves  around  international 
advertising  trade  bodies,  who 
failed  to  see  it  coming.  It  also 
gives  the  lie  to  the  notion  that 
the  world  is  increasingly  run 
by  the  marketing  needs  of 
global  corporations. 

AB  had  paid  $20  million 
(£12  million!  for  its  Budweiser 
brand  to  be  one  of  12  official 
sponsors  of  next  year’s  World 
Cup.  ft  had  a  category-exclu¬ 
sive  deal.  For  this,  among 
other  privileges,  it  would  be 
tiie  sole  beer  to  be  allocated 
perimeter  advertising  in  the 
stadium.  It  had  reckoned  —  as 
had  Fifa  —  that 
this  money  would 
speak  loudly,  and 
the  French  would 
oome  to  some  kind 
of  compromise 
that  involved 
bending  its  law.  ■ 

AjB  thought  it 
might  persuade 
the  French  to  leave  the  perime- 
I  ter  boards  blank  and  let  tiie 
Budweiser  logo  be  superim¬ 
posed  on  the  worldwide  tele¬ 
vision  transmission  outside 
France  via  new  technology 
known  as  virtual  advertising. 

It  was.  wrong.  The  French 
stood  firm.  AB  then  appealed 
over  the  Government*  head, 
to  the  European  Union.  Here, 
the  brewer  ran  into  a  new 
nightmare:  EU  lawyers,  who 
this  week  derided  to  postpone 
by  six  months  a  derision  on 
whether  to  support  AB’s  ap¬ 
peal  against  ‘the  French 
legislation  at  the  European 
Court  of  Justice.  • 

In  frustration,  AB  sold  its 
perimeter  rights  for  some  $10 
million  to  Casio,  theJapanese 
electronics  group.  (Budweiser 
will  still  be  involved  with  the 
World  Cup.  and  use  the  logo 
next  year).  ,  „  , 

AB  will  be  annoyed.  It  feels 
ir  has  a  right  to  advertise  a 
legal  product,  and  tire  male 
“Joe  Sixpaek"  audience  for  the 
World  Cup  is  far  more  suited 
to  the  Budweiser  brand  than, 
say,  the  Olympics.  For  adver¬ 


tising  bodies  the  implications 
are  disturbing.  After  the  belat¬ 
ed  derision  to  ban  tobacco 
advertising  and  sponsorship, 
this  failure  to  overturn  a 
member  state's  local  legisla¬ 
tion  is  potentially  very 
damaging. 

The  EU  lawyers  also  put  off 
malting  a  derision  on  the 
German  Government's  curbs 
on  customer  loyalty  pro¬ 
grammes.  And  the  Greeks 
have  banned  TV  adverts  for 
toys  from  7am  to  10pm. 

The  worry  for  the  Advertis¬ 
ing  Association  (AA)  lobby 
group  in  Britain  is  that  we 
have  relatively  liberal  ad  regu¬ 
lations  in  sectors  such  as  toys, 
but  are  conservative  when  it 
comes  to  such  things  as  nudity 
in  ads.  Many  battles  lie 
ahead.The  AA  had  seen  how 
tobacco  ads  were  subject  to 
endless  EU  horse-trading,  and 
warned  that  drink  would  be 
next-  However,  it  remained 


confident  that  manufacturers 
would  have  the  stomach  for  a 
fight  Now  that  the  maker  of 
the  world*  biggest-seiling 
beer  has  given  in.  a  dangerous 
precedent  has  been  set. 

France*  intransigence  is 
therefore  in  stark  contrast  to 
the  Labour  Government* 
U-turn  over  the  tobacco  issue. 
Most  observers  had  expected 
the  French  to  compromise 
because  the  forces  of  big 
business  would  prove  mo 
great  (look  at  Formula  One). 

They  were  wrong.  And. 
alihough  tiie  week's  develop¬ 
ments  must  be  viewed  as  a 
ihrear.  to  future  advertising 
freedoms  within  the  EU.  there 
is  still  something  perversely 
refreshing  about  Fifa  and  its 
sponsors  being  taken  by  sur¬ 
prise,  and  not  having  tilings 
all  their  own  way. 

■  THE  FRENCH  are  consis¬ 
tently  underrated  by  the  An¬ 
glo-American-dominated 
advertising  world.  Mean¬ 
while.  in  Europe  their  two 
leading  agency  networks, 
Publkis  and  Euro  RSCG, 


have  supplanted  Britain’s 
Cordiant  and  WPP  and  the 
American  networks  to  become 
the  region's  largest 

Outside  Europe  they  are 
much  weaker,  especially  in  the 
crucial  US  market  Euro 
RSCG  has  tried  to  solve  this 
problem  through  acquisition, 
while  Publiris,  run  by  “the 
French  Maurice"  (Levy),  has 
enjoyed  an  uneasy  alliance 
with  the  giant  True  North, 
formerly  FCB. 

It  is  fair  to  say  that  Maurice 
Levy  has  almost  as  many 
fingers  in  various  pies  as 
Maurice  Saatchi.  What* 
more,  the  egos  involved  are  of 
a  scale  unfamiliar  to  even  the 
average  adman  —  and  that* 
saying  something. 

Levy  —  who  brokered  Nes¬ 
tle*  acquisition  of  Perrier  and 
won  the  Perrier  account  soon 
afterwards  —  and  True  North 
do  not  get  on,  to  put  it  mildly. 
They  endured  each  other’s 
barely  contained 
contempt  because 
they  needed  repre¬ 
sentation  in  each 
other*  region. 

This  marriage 
of  convenience 
has  broken  down 
over  the  past  two 
years.  True  North 
tried  to  dissociate  itself  from 
Publids  and  launched  a 
friendly  bid  for  the  smaller 
Bozell  network  instead.  Levy’s 
response  was  typical.  list 
week  True  North  was  the 
target  of  a  counter  bid  from 
Publiris.  its  largest  sharehold¬ 
er.  despite  a  warning  from  the 
giant  SC  Johnson  client  that 
such  a  move  would  be 
unacceptable. 

This  week,  a  Chicago  judge 
placed  a  temporary  restrain¬ 
ing  order  preventing  Levy 

from  scuppering  tiie-  BozeU 
deal  amid  claim  and  counter¬ 
claim  of  illicit  approaches  to 
directors,  burgled  hotel 
rtoms.  papers  stolen  from  i 
waste-paper  bins  and  teams  of 
private  detectives. 

The  affair  makes  Maurice 
Saatchi*  ousting  from  Saatchi 
&  Saatchi  look  tome.  It  proves 
the  struggle  to  get  out.  of  the 
elephant*  graveyard  of  global 
mid-sized  players  isTjecoming 
ever  more  desperate.  And  this 
particular  battle  will  get  nasti¬ 
er  still. 

Slejano  Hatfield  is  Editor  of 
Campaign. 
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ICE  SKATING 


Cousins  aiming  to 
prove  he  is  the 
natural  selection 


THE  words  "it's  not  the  win¬ 
ning.  it's  the  taking  part”, 
clearly  displayed  in  the  British 
Olympic  Association's  (BOA) 
foyer,  surely  require  rewriting 
as  the  1998  Winter  Games 
approach  —  especially  where 
foe  skating  is  concerned. 

When  the  Tesa  British.  Se¬ 
nior  Ice  Skating  champion¬ 
ships  start  today  at  the  Hull 
Arena,  most  of  those  taking 
part  will  do  so  purely  for 
national  honours.  Few  have 
any  chance  of  Olympic  selec¬ 
tion  as,  for  the  first  time.  Great 
Britain  is  guaranteed  just  one 
place  at  the  Games.  The 
BOA’S  criteria  for  selection  — 
having  to  prove  that  skaters 
can  finish  in  die  top  half  of  an 
Olympic  field  —  has  left  the 
prospective  team  depleted. 

Britain  can  enter  one  man. 
but  there  will  be  no  pair  or  ice 
dancers  and,  although  there  is 
a  glimmer  of  hope  for  Zoe 
Janes,  who  did  well  in  the 
women’s  Olympic  qualifier  in 
Vienna,  she  still  has  to  prove 
herself  this  week. 

It  certainly  is  not  the  best  of 
times  for  British  skating.  After 
winning  Olympic  gold  medals 
in  1976,  1980.  and  1984.  it  has 
become  a  case  of  "and  then 
there  was  one".  Marika  Hum¬ 
phreys  and  Philip  Askew,  the 
British  ice  dance  champions, 
have  dissolved  their  parmer- 


By  Angela  Court 

ship,  while  Lesley  Roger  and 
Michael  Aidred  have  quit 
eligible  competition  in  the 
pairs,  "it's  cost  us  around 
£15,000  in  the  past  12  months 
to  prepare  for  the  Games," 
Rogers  said.  “The  BOA  needs 
to  look  at  how  they  treat  the 
athletes,  because  without 
them  there  would  be  no  Olym¬ 
pic  Games." 

Simon  Clegg,  the  BOA'S 
chief  executive,  is  unrepen¬ 
tant,  however.  “The  criteria 
was  agreed  with  the  National 
Ice  Skating  Association,"  he 
said.  The  skaters  knew  what 
they  had  to  achieve  and  I’m 
disappointed  they  failed.  But 
we  have  to  realise  that  medioc¬ 
rity  is  no  longer  acceptable  in 
an  Olympic  environment-" 

The  focus  of  attention  in 
Hull  will  undoubtedly  be  on 
the  battle  for  die  men's  Olym¬ 
pic  place  between  Steven 
Cousins,  the  seven-time  Brit¬ 
ish  champion,  and  the  present 
title-holder,  Neil  Wilson.  De¬ 
spite  finishing  second  last 
year.  Cousins  was  chosen  over 
Wilson  to  compete  in  die 
world  championships  in  Lau¬ 
sanne  this  year,  where  he 
came  eleventh  and  earned 
Britain's  only  figure  skating 
place  for  die  Olympics. 

Cousins,  25.  trains  in  Ontar¬ 
io  with  Doug  Leigh  and 
Robert  Tebby,  his  coaches. 


alongside  Elvis  Stqjka  die 
three-time  world  champian. 
Cousins’s  training  costs 
around  E30000 ayear.  which 
is  partly  covered  by  sponsor¬ 
ship.^ The  rest  he  funds  himself 
from  exhibitions,  tours  and 
special  appearances. 

Wilson,  19.  trains  at  the 
Dundonald  International  Ice 
Bowl  in  Northern  Ireland 
under  Sue  and  Phil  Walsh-  He 
lives  with  his  parents  and  his 
training,  which  costs  £20,000 
a  year,  is  funded  almost 
entirely  by  them. 

On  the  ice,  Cousins  has 
showed  that  he  can  jump  with 
the  best  of  them  —  in  the  short 
programme  at  the  1994  Olym¬ 
pics.  he  beat  the  former  world 
champions  Brian  Bdtana 
Victor  Petrenko  and  Kurt 
Browning  —  and  finished 
fourth  in  the  European  cham¬ 
pionships  last  year.  Wilson  is 
one  of  the  world’s  finest  spin¬ 
ners,  recently  setting  a  world 
record  of  60  revolutions. 

Cousins  and  Wilson  may 
attempt  the  triple  axel  this 
week,  which  is  seen  almost  as 
a  compulsory  requirement  if 
men  are  to  advance  interna¬ 
tionally.  It  could  be  die  make- 
or-break  element  in  their  quest 
for  an  Olympic  place.  Their 
main  challenger  is  likely  to  be 
Clive  Shorten,  of  Chelmsford, 
who  finished  third  last  year. 


Ingle  fined  £2,000 
after  positive  test 

■  BOXMG:  Paul  Ingle,  the British “^P^nOOby^Brindi 

successful  tide  defence  againnJonjo  (Burette. 

.  Ingle  told  a  BBBC  mquuy  that  £  jtfn  Moms. 

Frusemide.  to  reduce  swelling  onanankte^J^  apology 

the  BBBC  secretary,  ahi  3* 

from  Ingle  but  the  seventy  of  the  fire. i»  a 

that  ttomust  exerase  great  care  and  not . 


substance  that  has  not  been 


Faldo  shares  the  lead 


Wilson,  one  of  the  world’s  finest  spinners,  is  hoping  to  retain  his  British  tide 


■  GOLF:  Nidi  Faldo  and  Jespa-  Parn^vJ 

He  is  third  witha  four-underpar  to^of  1». n***™ 
round  wm  be  played  on  the  island  of  Boracay.  m  the 

Philippines,  and  the  final  round  in  Taiwan. 

McCurrie  on  the  move 

■  RUGBY  LEAGUE:  Warrington  Wolves  have  signed  Steve 
McCurrie,  the  former  Great  Britain  Under-21 

Bedford  rugby  union  dub.  McCurrie,  a  h°°k£r9r  ^ 

forward  in  rugby  league  but  a  centre  for  Bedford,  last  played 
rugby  league  for  Widnes  in  1996.  making  tfappea^^ 
HewksaGreat  Britain  squad  member  for  the  1995  World  Cup. 
Anthony  Sullivan,  the  Great  Britain  and  St  Helens  winger, 
has  withdrawn  his  transfer  request 

Kipketer  heads  field 

■  ATHLETICS:  Wtbwn  Boll  Kipketer,  the  3,000  metres  _ 
steeplechase  world  champion,  will  be  flic  leading  attraction  a! 

the  Cmmty  Durham  international  cross-country  at  Aykky 

Head  on  January  3.  Kipketer,  24  who  led  a  dean  sweep  of 

medals  for  Kenya  at  the  world  championships,  wulbenp^ 

against  the  defending  chanquon,  Jon  Brown,  the  Sheffield 
runner  now  based  in  Canada.  Hendrik  Ramaala,  of  South 
Africa,  the  Great  North  Run  winner,  is  also  tn  the  fkW. 


FIA  Formula  I  World 
Championship  1997 

£13-99 
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SQUASH 


Dominant  England 
move  well  into  profit 

From  Coun  McQuhlan  in  hong  kong 


ENGLAND  moved  into 

the1  men’s  anti  women's  quali¬ 
fying  pools  of  die  world  dou¬ 
bles  championships  here 
yesterday. . 

The  men’s  combination  of 
Chris  Walker  and  Marie 
Cairns— who  lead  their  group 
—  beat  both  Peter  Hill  and 
Anthony  Chua,  of  Singapore, 
and  Michael  TootQl  and 
Morgan  Morris,  of  South 
Africa,  in  straight  sets.  The 
South  Africa  pair  provided  a 
sterner  test  for  the  England 
men.  losing  15-13, 15-12.  where¬ 
as  the  Singapore  pair  were 
unable  to  muster  more  than  13 
games  in  the  two  sets. 

The  women,  Cassandra 
Jackman  and  Sue  Wright,  also 
recorded  straight-sets  vic¬ 
tories,  over  Yuko  Kimura  and 
Miyuki  Adachi,  of  Japan,  and 
Rebecca  Chiu  and  Dawn 
Olsen,  of  Hong  Kong.  The 


BASKETBALL 


BUDWBSSl  LEAGUE:  Newcastle  tapes 
74  Manchester  Qants  75. 

CLASSIC  COLA  NATIONAL  CUP:  Serrti- 
flnaL  tint  lag:  Thames  Vafley  Tigers  63 
Birmingham  Bi£els  55. 

EUROPEAN  LEAGUE:  Group  B:  Croatia 
SpU  (Dot  86  Estudarara  Madrid  (3>)  60; 
Ankara  (fta)  79  Patio  (Ra)  62.  Group  D: 
Aba  Botin  (Go)  82  Ofrnp*»  Ljubljana 
(Stoveniaj  74. 


Japan  pair  lost  15-2, 15-7  in  a 
swift  dismissal,  but  the  Hong 
Kong  team,  in  front  c i  their 
home  crowd,  put  up  a  spirited  - 
performance  in  the  first  set, 
losing  15-11, 15-8. 

It  was  off  the  court  that  the 
real  action  took  place,  how¬ 
ever.  with  Wright  and  Calms 
winning  HK$52,000  (about 
£7500)  on  a  $10  line  in  foe 
Mark  Six  Lottery  last  night. 
One  more  number  would  have 
seen  their  winnings  soar  to 
around  HK$500.000. 

Walker  and  Jackman,  who 
also  won  a  small  sum  on  foe 
three-number  lottery  last 
night  team  up  today  for  the 
quarter-finals  of  the  mixed 
doubles. 

Scotland,  still  in  search  of  a 
win  of  any  kind  here,  yester¬ 
day  lost  twice  in  foe  men’s 
doubles,  twice  in  foe  women's 
doubles,  and  once  in  foe  mixed 
doubles. 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


etas  2  Rosenborg  2  (teal  Mated  .4  FC 
ft«D  a  Gram  E  Bayern  Mteich  0  IRC 
Gothenbug  l;  Paris  Safr-Gomrin  2  Be*: 
tss  1.  Group  R  Baer  Lmeriomn  2  AS 
Monaco  2:  Sportk^Ibbon  2  Line  SK 1 . 
REPRESENTATIVE  HATCH:  FA  XI  2 
Rymon  League  0. . 

UNBOND  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMskn 
Bishop  Auckland  5  AMnchom  2- 
DR  MARTENS  LEAGUE:  Cup  Second 
round:  Havant  i  Dorchester  1;  Salisbury  i 
Bartley  6.  Postponed:  Cofty  v  Boston. 
FA  UMBRO  TROPHY:  Third  quafifykn 
nxmd  repiey:  Leigh  RMI  1  Bndfoid  Pak 
Avenue  a 


CURLING 


Sweden  put 
Scotland 
to  the  sword 

THE  Scotland  women’s  team 
were  crushed  by  Sweden  at 
the  European  championships 
in  Fussen.  Germany,  yester¬ 
day,  losing  3-9  in  their  quar¬ 
terfinal  (B31  Mdvflle  writes). 

On  tbeir  previous  form, 
Scotland  started  as  favourites, 
but  at  foe  interval  the  scores 
were  level  at  2-2.  and  their 
faflnre  to  notice  that  Sweden 
were  crowding  foe  house  with 
stones  meant  that  Scotland 
conceded  five  shots  at  the 
final  take-out. 

Scotland  win  now  meet 
England,  as  both  home  na¬ 
tions  seek  to  win  a  world 
championship  place,  by  virtue 
of  finishing,  with  a  top  seven 
position.  England  lost  then- 
quarter-final  to  Germany, 
8-2.  with  Andrea  Schopp 
penalising  England’s  errors 
mercilessly.  Germany  had  a 
44  lead  at  foe  fifth  end  and 
were  always  in  control. 


BANGKOK:  Johnnto  Waftar  Surer  Tc 
Soamfrraund  scores:  188:  N  Faldo  « 
87.  71:  J  ftna*  (Stra)  87.  71. 140:  E 
ISA)  69. 71 .141:  FCrara  (Phq  70, 71 . 1 
B  Ruangki  (Thai)  72. 70  144:  i  Woosn 
(GBi  70,  74. 154:  H  Ora-yuh  (Tawan) 
77. 181:  M  Noam  (kido)  74, 87. 


ICE 


BIPRESS  CUP;  Sheffield  Strafe*  8  Cai 
Devte  a  Bradroek  Bara  2  Mandrel 
Steroi  2  (OT). 


World  Scries  Cup 
New  Zealand  v  South  Africa 

HOBART  (South  Africa  won  toss):  South 
AMca  best  New  Zealand  by  one  nr 


G  Kirsten  fa  CCorreor - -  -  6 

HHGtobsc  Vested  b  O’Connor _ 12 

L  Kkfiener  run  out - 37 

P  LSymose  and  b  Hams _ _ _ ..15 

*W  J  Cronje  run  out _ _ _ 0 

J  H  Kalb  c  and  b  Hants. _ _ 45 

J  N  Rhodes  b  Vatton _ _ 14 

S  M  Potiock  c  Larsen  b  Calms _ _  -  31 

BMMcMDanb  Cairns _ _ _ 1 

tO  J  Richardson  net  out _ : _ 0 

Extras  (w  4) _ 4 

Total  (9  wkta.  50  oven) _ _  .  ...  174 

A  A  Donate  ctid  not  bat 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-14. 241. 3-71,  4-72, 

5-73.  8-93.  7-153.  8-155, 9-174. 

BCWWJNG-  O'Conner  7-0-42-2;  Cams 
102-2 G-St  Hama  100882  Larsen  8-1- 
230:  vtotnri  6-1-17-1;  Astto  00-300. 

NEW  ZEALAND 

M  J  Home  bw  b  Kkisaner _  3 

N  J  Astte  c  McMfen  b  Khisanar _ 1 

CLCaarebKlusaner _ _ 29 

5  P  Ftansng  c  Potiock  b  Symcoot . 32 

CDMd«ancKraBnbSymcox_...  .  18 

R  G  Twosa  c  Kksten  b  Potiock. _ 11 

TACParorcnnad  ..  _ 6 

CZ  Harris  not  out . .  . 37 

0  L  ttettort  not  ata _  25 

Ettas  (b8,w3) - .11 

Total  (7  wfcts,  50  overe) - 173 

S  B  CConm  and  G  B  Lareen  (kd  not  baL 

BOWUKQ  Potiock  10-2-24-1;  Kkrasr 
.DohbW  10-2-32-0;  MduHan 
10-1-200:  Symazt  101-35-2. 

LTOpres:  T  MeQurtsi  and  S  Rondel. 

P  W  L  Pts 
South  «nen_  4  3  16 

New  Zealand,  3  12  2 

Australia—...  3  i  2  2 

WOMBTS^ WORLD  CUP:  New  Don  West 
hdes  79  (TGmaranB  4-0;  Sri  Lanka  81-4. 
Sn  Lanka  am  by  sac  wickets.  Ghokba* 
Hotend  458;  Near  Zealand  402.  New 
Zealand  wsi  by  ttight  wIcKbib. 


Shetnaid  Utd  1  TIM  dMatarr  Wigan  7 
Cheater  1.. 

FAi  HARP  LAGER  CUP:  SanOtinai.  aao- 
°nd  Jag:  SSgo  1  Home  Faim  0  (Stigo  mil 
1-0  on  ago). 

WINSTONLEAD  I CENT  LEAGUE:  Fast 
dMalon:  Shappey  2  Greenwch  V 
THE  HUES  FA  YOUTH  CUP:  Second 
round:  West  ftorrrwfch  1  Manchester  CCy 
l;  ToTCMiy  0  Bnstol  Ctiy  3;  Tottenhren  1 
Reacting  0:  Enltokl  0  Bnstai  Rovaml. 
HIGHLAND  LEAGUE:  PoMponed:  Fraser 
burah  vBgfri. 

ARNOTT  INSURANCE  NORTHERN 
LEAGUE:  Qjp:  Second  round:  Brandon  0 
SWon  Town  2 

BVCSLBGH  INSURANCE  MDLAND 
COMBMATION:  Premier  ctiwtsion:  Contt- 
nenWStw  4  Mbsmv  Fwguson  2  - 
•gWSON  WESSS  Ffat  <*- 

vretetc  Bontsoy  4  Gosport  4. 

MINBtVA  SPARTAN  SOUTH  MOLANDS 
LEAGUE:  Premier  tfivfctan  tretfc 
Todetington  3  Bedford  3. 

BANKS'S  BREWERY  LEAGUE:  Cup:  Sec- 
ond  round,  tint  leg:  Wotearhampion  2 


J«ray  4;  Colorado  2  Toronto  2:  Phowi 
O*=oo  3;  Tampa  Bey  0  Dates 
Washfrigton  3  San  Jora  3;  Pittsbagi 
Anaheim  0, 


WTEgNATlONAL  MATCH:  En & 
Now  Zratard  53  (In  arminghan) 


NORDIC  SKIING 


tiaraUm 


JBWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES  LEA- 

RTTADH,  Sraa  Arabia:  Contedaraflona 
Ctpftay&oup  A:  Dec  12:  Sand  Arabia 
v  End;  Masco  v  Australia.  Dec  14: 

Ardba  v  Medco:  Auatnia  v  BrazB.  Dec  16: 

v  ^*s*rafa;  tea"  v  Metts. 
Group  ft  tec  13:  United  Arab  Enfafea  v 
l>uguajr.  Scxjth  AMca  v  Czech  Rapubtic. 
Dra  1&  UNted  Arab  Entiraes  v  South 
Africa;  Czech  Republic  v  Uruguay.  Dec  17- 
ttetad  Arab  Emkatra  v  OaBi  ReSic 
V  SOUS)  Africa.  Dec  iSrStS 
nnafec  GroupAwrro  v  Gtoip  B  lurra-w. 
ao^BrennarviaotjpAiunnaf-^)  Dee 


FIXTURES 


German  Open:  Lest  ib:  S 

Hendry  (Scot)  btJWmaeffinglsa. 


i;/  y  v 


FOOTBALL 


rttfiie1.  j  !>§  arff  ii.if.i'i'itf  m^Pi  a'ii 


JABLE  TENNIS 


WENCESTCR: 


-ra, 


.  *5*.  . 

;  "X 


the  1 


ead 


V- 

-.  4 

■■*;'  *"  +.  *.*'■* 
S-*V  •■  > 


n  *he 


move 


■■•"if. 


■ids  fi 


tield 


. "-os. 

1  *  r-.  ;r  'V 

1 .-.-jV"# 


*•*** 


*•  '**ac\ 


>v,eden!? 


N  cuilaiui 

•■!r 


*•  v  - 
•  •  ’  •<rt 
M1*?? 

!  r 

*u  ►. 


.•I-’ 


-  -  OV- 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBERS  1997 


SPORT  47 


RACING 


.s-1- 


PERFORMERS  OFFER  OPTIMISM  FOR  NEW  YEAR 


By  Chris  McGrath 


RAQNG  approaches  Christ- 
mas  with  a  bleakly.  preoccu- 
pied  air,  frrttingmid  scowling 

predicament 
highlighted  by  Slidkh  Mo¬ 
hammed’S  Gtm  crack  speech 
Any  inclination  to  humbug 
however  dispersed  yesterday 
among  followers  of  National 
Hunt  racing,  who  could  cele¬ 
brate'-  in  Grey  Shot  and 
Copper  Bay-1— --two  gcxid- 
reasori5  for  looking  forward, 
with  impatient  ^nthusiasm.io 
the  new  year. 

Jump  racing  has  never  real¬ 
ly  been  about  money,"  so  it' 
seemed  entirely  appropriate 
that  it  should  fall  to  those 
midweek  backwaters.  Taun¬ 
ton  and  Fakenham.  to  gener¬ 
ate  a  liberating,  tidal  sense  of 
adventure:  Not  that  you  could 


RICHARD  EVANS 


Nap;  Dawn  Leader 
H-20  Cheltenham} ..  ’ 

Dawn  Leader''  can  maintain 
Jim  Old's  ridt  vein  -of  form  by 
;  mating  a  .winning  debat  aver 
ta>n06t>The  winner  of  two 
.fctoperimes.  the  six^earold 
•Jvas  schooled  r-"  —  • 


NR:  Menbnbire  Towers 
(3.4&  Cheltenham) 


wanting  salvo 


HumBounaxa 


ask  for  two  more  different 
animals.  Grey  Shot,  indeed,  is 
something  of  an  interloper. 
Lean  and  elegant,  he  arrived 
at  Taunton  with  the  swagger 
of  a  horse  whose '  autumn's 
work  included  a  course  record 
at  the-  headquarters  of  Flat 
racing.  .  :  -  .■ 

His  performance,  when 
making  all  in  the  Jodcey  Chib 
Cup  at  Newmarket  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  had  exceeded  even  his 
heroic  Goodwood  Cup  success 
the  previous  summer.1  He 
treated  his  rivals  for  the 
Somerset  '  County  Gazette - 
Novices*  Hurdle  with  distain, 
leading  throughout  and  stroll¬ 
ing  home  23  lengths- dear  of 
Village  King.  .1  v 
The  greys'  hurdling  was 
thoroughly  competent  for 
Richard  Dunwbody,  if  not  so 


Grey  Shot  is  earmarked  for  the  Cheltenham  Festival  after  making  an  impressive  first  appearance  over  hurdles  at  Taunton  yesterday 


.fluid  as  Zaraiaska.  a  similar' 
recent  Flat  recruit.  What  most  - 
pleased  his  trainer,  Ian  Bald¬ 
ing,  is  tharhe  evidently  enjoys 
his  new  pastime,  as  Coral 
.  noted  in  offering  20-1  (from  33- 
1)  against  him  winning,  the 
Smiirfit Champion  Hurdle. 

;  “I  hope  in  due  course  he 
might  be  in  that  class,":  Bald- ' 
ing  said.  “But  it  would  bepotfy 
to  say  iiqw  that  he  is  being- 
Jargetetiat  the  race.  Well  find 
him  {mother- race  after  Christ 
"mas,  but.  he'll  have  no  more 
than  two  beforehe-goes  to  the;. 


Cheltenham  Festival  —  for 
something.  1  would  think  he's 
.the  best  horse  to  have  been  to 
Taunton  for  a  while,  but  it  was 
like  watching  a  group  one  for 
Jeff  Smith  7{his- owner]  and 
myself..  We  were  vety 
nervous." 

Copper  Boy,  fry  contrast,  is  a 
colossus  of  a  horse,  hewn  from 
die  bedrock  of  National  Hunt 
While  the  Dalgety  Seamans- 
ICI  ,  Novices’  .  Chase  •  at. 
Fakenham  is  not  the  first  place 
you  would  seek  a  prospective 
champion,  it  would  be  rash  to 


neglect  his  17-Length  win  as 
some  provincial  sideshow. 

Despite -his. physique.  Cop¬ 
per  Boy  is  not  a  natural 
jumper  of  fences,  and  there  is 
a  perverse  fragility  to  him. 
After  his  impressive  start  at 
Newbury  a  month  ago.  Bob 
Buckler,  his  trainer,  decided  to 
find  a  small  race  somewhere 
to  give  him  more  confidence. 
Nonetheless.  Copper'  Boy  yes¬ 
terday.  encountered  a  decent 
sort  of  novice  in  Josh  Gifford'S 
Lord  Rooble,  who  had  made 
such  a  taking  start  to  his 


chasing  career  at  Hunting¬ 
don.  Fakenham,  moreover,  is 
a  tight  circuit  that  would 
constrict  the  extravagant  gal¬ 
lop  of  Copper  Boy. 

Yet  he  was  able  to  bludgeon 
his  nimbler  opponent  out  of 
the  race  in  the  back  straight 
for  the  final  time.  In  fact.  Lord 
Rooble  had  become  so  ex¬ 
hausted  by  his  efforts  to  keep 
in  touch  that  he  eventually  lost 
second;  Copper  Boy;  mean¬ 
while,  had  jumped  safely  for 
Brendan  Powell  and  crossed 
the  line  with  his  ears  pricked. 


“We've  done  the  job  we 
wanted,"  Buckler  said.  “He 
has  not  got  that  many  miles  on 
the  dock,  and  we  didn't  want 
to  frighten  him.  You  could  put 
him  off  quite  easily,  and  for 
now  we  are  inclined  to  wait 
before  going  big  with  him." 

The  Dorset  trainer  —  seek¬ 
ing  his  third  consecutive  best 
season  —  knows  that  Copper 
Boy  has  had  only  eight  races, 
and  his  prudence  will  perhaps 
extend  to  preserving  Copper 
Bey  from  the  crude  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  Festival. 


foil 
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TODAY'S  RACES 
ON  TELEVISION 


Mentmore  Towers 
can  build  on 
Haydock  promise 

CHELTENHAM  . 

CHANNEL 4 

1.55:  Storm  tracker,  while  a 
fine  jumper,  is  hindered  by 
his  preference  for  faster 
ground,  as  he  does  not  have 
much  of  a  change  of  gear. 

Oddly,  all  his  rivals  general¬ 
ly  share  that  preference  for 
firmer  going.  Among  than. 

Young  Hustler  must  confirm 
that  he  retains  ability,  while 
Harwell  Lad.  who  capped 
his  reformation  in  the  spring 
by  winning  the  Whitbread, 
makes  little  appeal  on  his 
return. 

Avro  Anson  has  a  Touch  of 
class  and.  having  run  well 
first  time  ont  last  season,  sets 
the  standard  —  but  he  em¬ 
phatically  favours  faster  con¬ 
ditions,  and  remains  relat¬ 
ively  inexperienced  over 
fences.  That  leaves  the  well- 
treated  Yorkshire  Gale,  pre¬ 
dictably  out  of  his  depth  in 
the  Hennessy  but  a  winner 
here  four  times  already, 
including  a  victory  in  this 
race  last  year. 

230;  Noble  Colours,  allowed 
to  steal  a  similar  race  here 
last  month,  is  again  likely  to 
dictate  matters  —  though  it  is 
hard  m  picture  him  setting 
things  up  for  Barna  Boy,  for 
whom  conditions  were  per¬ 
fect  in  the  hectic  County 
Hurdle  at  the  Festival. 

Doctoor.  beaten  when 
odds-on  for  his  return,  is 
nonetheless  the  one  to  beat  — 
a  task  best  entrusted  to  the 
Lady  Herries-trained  Tibet¬ 
an,  who  finally  retrieved 
earlier  promise  at  Hunting¬ 
don  last  rime.  He  can  follow 
up  off  a  Sib  higher  mark,  the 
runner-up.  New  Inn,  having 
since  run  a  cracker  at 
Sandown.  Non  Vintage 
needs  things  to  go  his  way, 
while  Mister  Rm  must  wait 
for  firm  ground. 

3.05:  For  a  horse  with  so 
many  problems.  Bongo  War¬ 


ing  has  done  well  to  win.  four 
of  his  last  seven  starts.  The 
handicap  per  has  extended 
his  sympathy  by  raising  him 
just  21b  for  winning  at 
Haydock  last  time  —  an 
accurate  reflection  on .  the 
uncompetitive  nature  of  that 
race. 

Henrietta  Knight's  stable 
is  certainly  in  form,  and 
likewise  that  of  the  mud- 
loving  With  Impunity,  who 
ran  out  of  opposition  over 
the  National  fences  at 
Aintree.  If  his  trainer  were  in 
similarly  good  form.  Fall  Of 
Bounce'  would  appeal 
strongly  and  he  could  none¬ 
theless  make  the  most  of 
what  looks  —  judging  on  his 
Sandown  third  in  the  spring 
—  a  very  fair  mark.  Condi¬ 
tions  were  much  too  testing 
last  time. 

3.40:  Martin  Pipe  runs  five, 
but  Gysart  looks  the  only 
one  of  interest  today,  having 
gamely  denied  the  promis¬ 
ing  Young  Kenny  here  last 
time  (up  6lb  for  that).  It  took 
another  Pipe  horse.  Deano*s 
Beeno.  to  defy  a  progressive 
type  in  Mentmore  Towers 
on  his  Haydock  reappear¬ 
ance.  A  smart  novice,  .the 
five-year-old  pulled  clear  of 
the  third  ana,  back  up  in 
trip,  looks  one  to  follow  with 
the  benefit  of  that  run.  Inn  At 
The  Top  impressed  with  his 
attitude  last  winter,  but  his 
stamina  is  suspect 

Chris  McGrath 


THUNDERER../ 

12.10  The  French  Futze  ■■  ?1.55  Avid  Anson  '  V  ' 

1245  Yahmi  -  •  230  Tibetan  .... 

12.40  Taram  ..  .  -3.05  Fidiof  Bounce 

1.20  Mountain  Storjri  -  3.40  MENTMDRETOWERS(nap) 

'•  rtj  tfiuhjftJ.  --,’i  -W.*:!.:  'i:-*  r  •  v 

Timekeeper's  top  rafcigvO^N^miOHE  TOWERS^-  r  •  . 


GOING:  GOOD 


-JOK  JACKPOT  MEETING  ■:/ “  -  -  SIS 


12.10  EAGLE  TCSrCOinWILTHIGTRS  DU  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(3-Y-Q:  £3.688: 2m  11)  (13  rumens)  *  - .  •-  •  '  -  r  . : 
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41  REAL ESTATE 20 FS] (Ms AMd) 8 Mdiefccn  11t7 ' . j RJoimaw 
1281V  T>*  FR9CH  FURZE  M.P<w  11-7  — .1.  A  P  MoCoy 

113  S0UW4PreAL»|BFBffl4JftfcirJini«toll^  __  :  .V./ A  Thornton 

PR  ALPINE  MUSC100  (Ah SHfta) JIMtris  11-0  - taU  Turner  (7) 

3  BtSUZDN  14  (UAnto4iMtaiJ8roihnQNT«Maii4)Bln  11-0  CLtoHQn 
2  QTY  HALL  13  fMri  Ita  V  WnrJT MnATRu!  ‘.."•■OGaW* *\ 

M  anO®  9IU*to™tf«1KMartai1l4l  .r  5-  Tjcnta 
GDLDBi SADDLE  114r  lEMOTAMm  P*wrj1DWHe1f-0-_.;.;  .MttMoir 
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119 
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1B4  or*  U«  mm  D  WHc  iw 

5  MADBI M  (StaotaTJ ftidije P*aoa») C tow  11-0 - RDmnody  99 

233  LmYFAKIS  fcbJPtwtii)  IREtanall-O  - - .'  S.WKmnr  SO 

4  l#rt50TB  15  ffled  LBn  (Onipifl  Holer)  PartmhSlp)  PK*  ll^tl  EH®$swlf3J  -78 
.  TBUBA82F(H»EoslJhEHnd»s)lWI»BlW^.^_i_.  BBmB?:'-.-- 
1H  PROJECT  I42F  Hot;  Uana  Can«y|  C Bncft  !U  _r  B  Mm ■* 
BETreffi:  8-11 77*  Mm  Fine  9-2  Real  ESafe.  7-1  C»r  10-1  Sund/mm.  1^1  BKsm.  20-1  L«f». 
Tfejpe  S-l  oites 

- 199&  nsAuomai  io-b  m  a  fhvbu  h-i  ufo  h  MpHttw' 

'ftafl  Estate  6«9  (afflao  «  ki  Ilyinas  3yo  rmkx  hunlte  a 
.  Ascot  (2m  110yd.  soW  *ith,  Sound  topato  better  7141 

_ _  3nJ  Dw  Frinch  Fura  beal  Ke^tno  7w  Fan  141  in  lO-nnwr 

3vo  nows  hurdle  a  CheBErtiara  <Zm  110yd.  Bondi:  pnsrionsty  bed  He  A  LHwate  111  to  Onwer 
3vn  novice  hunfe  to  Plonalan  12 ra  If.  and  to  Ann).  Borazon  2D)  Snf  flfT4  lo  RahMOcb  in  3 yo 
name  hadle  to  tartay  i5m  iiftd.  soSTwifti  H®W  itowto)  4lt  5Bi.  City  US  sbat  had  2nd  of 
15  la  Sad  Mad  Bad  in  3yo  novice  htodie  to  Mewasfltf  f2n,  aodd).  Retcber  53  7ti  ot  12*io 
KimtowiTrixin  3ya  nwee  ItunJte'a!  Ftoteefl  (Zm2I  TlDyd  soft).  pravtoudymadtiJ  12  to  Veto 
d  teul  to  3yo  nmneo  hwfc  to  Hefetad  (2m  U.  good  is  .soft).  Golden  Saddfe  Rhwnmcofl  «dof 
RossanL  Letryfak  291  3rd  of  16  to  Virtuoso  In  3yc  novice  hurdte  to  UttonSa.  (2m.  good)  w* 
Myosatb  (tevelsi  31!  4Ui 

THE  FRENCH  FURZE  «ss  wikUy  rnpresste  tasHSme  and.  itBl  bte  sore  stopping 


1 2.45  YES-N0-WAIT-S0RB1ES  CHRIS  COLEY  RACING  JfOVICES  CHASE 

(£5.012:  3m  II  11M  (3.  nwwfs)  -  .  •' 

an  014-113  awaioon  P«*E  17 fBFJ.aS]  IRacmg tees) PHDtta B-IVia.flftWHW^'  •• 

202  2243-12  YAHU  14  (CDfll  lW  Jtal)  J  CM  7-11-12  -  . .  -  .  «.  132 

203  .  0423-24  ROBSflND  2G  (»]  ISji  Em  Ucfiolbl  G  Bating  8-11-4  taBoid  ESS 

BHTWS.  4-5  vtov™  7-4  tdto*MW  Pina  il-2  IMbwO-  '  •. 

1996:  RJUSY  TRU1H 18-114  tor  M  Hans  [9-1J  M  Weaan  3  tan  • 

Edaentoor  Pitace  151  3nf'af  9to  Oilawa  in  mwlcB- chase  grade  2 
to  Worcester  |2m  7J  1l0«  soflj.  FMa^tod  E^daLHeBo 
2!4I  n  9-rumo  taidicap  day  to  Bangor  (2m'4f  110yd. 


F0RMBWS 


Ytornn 

bear  g....5  _ _ _ _ 

9  to  Grange  Court  m  nonce  dUK  to  Tow^r  (3r 
Course  to  handicap  ctee  to  Tweeter  1 3m  11.  good  to 

R0BSAN0  could  t*1  another  tar  '"outsider  of  three"  loBtwas 


i  to  forties 


1  .20  CHELTENHAM  SPONSORSHIP  CLUB  NATIONAL  HUNT.  NOVICES 
HURDLE  (£3.664:  2m  If)  (16  Turners) 
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^6-1  safrfT  oua^t  11  Pfert  ‘  G 

04-34  BMAfOO  34  fBfJ  PtetartJlW  6  Mhiifl  5-11-0  ...  -  S  Fm 

00-5  SaVENTD  20  IMre  J  PteWD  J  Gtonrd  5-11-0  -  - - 

3»0  8070  3f  (3  3*31  S 

R-W-3?  CW.VAR0  32  IBft  ifl  KMUrl  J-GIM .6-11-4  .  - 
COUNTRY  ttssnk  M  n«M1| 

1/10-  DAWN  lEASSK  ZJ5  teate  J  «««  - 
. .  M3  FOLDBffi  !1  lWs  A  B»ebn  tta  A  Bafdar  6-11-0  -  - 

3  GOOOme  GKBffi  33  Ms  5i  tea).*;  if*™*  4-11-0 
34  LffFS  WORK  21  ffo*  DartAMTsi  P  HuSta  5-11-0  .  -  .. 

BErmas  «  Uartan  ssnn  s-t  Dm  Usste.  6-1 C8MW.  r-r-aow  mwm.  o-i  “**“““*^ 

'  ■  Hinton  beat  MomtoiB  Stonn  (SBi  Wfl 

hunBo  to  Kemiten  (2m.  good  “  nSJ 

I  1!5|  m  lDHUtnemovice  hadle  **■«!■*  fS»H  USi 

BSSi I=a®sSs 

mod  to.ftra),  nrerawsly  fasa? 
i  (2m  110yd.;goodte  a*) 


ftypcaEt'13!  4St  d  lb  15  urau™™  -  - —  — ”  ..  ■ .  ■ 

DAWN  LEADER  *e s  a  lop  »w«  and  («-a*ifl  n  P  Wp  loro 
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CriaJBlHAM:  Trainers*.  I  i&sfrQ.  6 

•  jAiners :  ton  "18  TUWBfE.  27  8%.  C 
.KstrWl  14,2  WO 

33 from  197.  Saflev  »ftoro9l. 

•  i&at/J  QStttti.  20  ftam  134,  ta.1%;  C  ■ 
-  Mann--  4 -Iron  26, 15-4%-  .*,*oajavw  A  P 

McOw.  £6  wnnwa  ftorg  TD2  ..noofl. 

R  DUWOtxW,.  37-  ton  216.  17295;.G 
toriSO.  l4^%;P**te.9<f“n73'  1®=^ 


191  113143  G80O TAGS  13(ff/.aS1 D BJHbB  12-0 _ ;. 
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nueoni  rente.  Sh-figuetorm  (F  — in#.  P— 
nted  up  U—  ressfed  liter  B — bredd 
omr  S— steal,  vfL  B  — refused'  D  — 
dtotefirefl.  Horse's  name.  Dhs  stosa  M 
ootte  f  *W  (B— hfintoa  v— war  H- 
hooa.  E  —  EyteKhL  C—  mnewm.  0— 
dBtan  wtaoei  CP  —  cans  M.  dbtante 


■war.  BF— team  tareute  in  Mesi  no). 
Gong  on  triicd  ten  baa  m  [F  —  ftm.  good  lo 
liia.  had  '.  G— good.  S— ‘sofl.  good  to  sod, 
hear}.'  Omct  in  tnctate.  Tera.  Age  ad 
m&.  idter  .  to  in  f  totewnse.  The  Times 

Sr-  Y-  v 


1-55  CFROBHITSBICTraCALKJNTRACTORS 
HANDICAP  CHASE  (ElOjZfiO:  3m  11 110yd)  (5  nmners) 


OjCOfASHBI 

[F,C3  [Am]  M  Canada  9-1 1-5 _ Pt 


5  MK&tert  N  T-Obmj  10-11-10  ■ .  c  Mate; 


401  5W32-0  YDUMGI91STLBi20| 

402  -  V3U05-  AtfROANSQh  230J 

403  . ©P121-  HARIMU.LAD230(DJ;jBj}IH1MsureBBAI<wB-1l-1 _ i_  HrRHaM 

404  4130F-P  -YWKSHBE  BALE  » ECOi^S}  (B  Nqtol  ->ManJ  11-10-10  H  VttSawm 

405  '12P2-44.  STQRffTIWafBl 41  .(BF.Q),F)ff  Davis) CWMoaB^lO-0 1 -  UHhfank 

8BTB4G:  M  Itntf  Ud.  3-1  Yang  Master.  7-2  Arc  Aasn.'5-i  Skntoter,  8-T  YnrtsUre  Qte. 

WaS^YDBCSHRE  0A1T 10-11-10  N  VMmmi  pi-WJ  J  Gftrt  2  ito 


Toung  Hustler  E2i:-7ti  of  ft  In  Santee in  tend  cap  chase  'at 
AWtm  pm  a,  good  to  ttH):  prevtaoshr  3KI  2nd  ot to  Wo  D» 
Red  In  tentflcap  due  a]  Ariretpm  S.  ®ksJ}  Hawefi  Lad  beat 
Ftjert  Nap  « In  9^tener  hatetap  chase  gate  3  it  Sancton  f3m  5T  110yd.  good  to  sofl)  «tth 
Avro  Anson  (6to  better  oO)  boaten  a  dlsaica  5th  and  Yorteto  Gate  f7to  bete  leiL  Yoriishire 
Ode  pulled  up  In  handicap  chase  at  Newbuy  (3ro  21 1HM.  good  ta  soffl  Stomtoacter  41 41b  oi  8 
to  Bataw  la  h sates  chase  id  Ascot  (3m  110yd.  good),  previously  21 4d>  oT8  to  Garylough  in 
twaffiap  chase  SwartsT  Hasen  (3m -H.  good) 

YDRKSHfftt  QALE  had  no  ctaice  m  the  Henhecqi  but  Site  o  easa 


2.30  CHUBB  HREHAWHCAPHUraiE 

(£3.453: 2Jrv11)  (7  rumors)  -  -• 
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336414-  BAftfiA 80Y 223 IKI.GS]  fl. Wbai)  N ItateSJC 9-1 2-0 - MARtzganto 

/440-PI  TBETAH17»a  (Mn  WBitenJ  lady  Hates  Wl-7 _  RDreiwody 

mtZ-2  DOCTOOR  9  (Et.Bf.SI  [A  Wins 8  Ubs K  WhtetealiU  Pipe 7-11-5  _  APUcCoy 

<533040  NON  WAGE  6  ID.tLSl  (A  Mam)  U  Dqnw  6-10:13 _ WWonUnten 

2CW3  V8STO1  RM  14  (CAf ,05)  ff  L}®i)  N  T«fcte-ft«te  5-TO-1 1 . —  -CUnteyn 

506  AE3M0  H.YHG EAOE 13 (B£G) {T Mavcack) B Sngx» 6-10-3 _ NWarram 

507  -  -»1321  NOBLE KKOORS SfCj)T,G) (S GiMBs) £ GdRta 4-1  tl-0 _ RMnsov 

Long  lionlap.  Noble  Ctdass  9-12 

KTTW6:  W Dacnn',7-2 litebo. 5-J  Barm floj,  Nobto Coluurv  13-2  Ubto  Bn.  B-i  Rpnn  Eak. 20-1  Non 
Virtto.-  ‘  '  • 

•  '  1906'  CH/U-YO  5-U-10  E  UpkH^5-4  taV)  J  OU  4  SB 
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Bama  Boy  GK  Mflvof  19  fa  Dreams  End  m 
3to  tfytod  (fan,  good  to  non),  jmtausiy  beal  Cariho  Bdgantoli 

_  m  20-runner  handicap  turtle  at  Cheflenham  [2m  If,  good].  Ttoat- 

an  beat  Nw  fan  2i  m  1 0-nmner  hnlhap  hurdle  at  Haterafan  12m  1 1  Dyd.  good).  Doctoor  iSI  2nd 
ot  4  to  Brecon  In  handicap  hurdle  to  FOhlwfl  (2m  21 110yd.  sslfj;  prevtoclya  2nd  oi  18  to  CarBo 
Bnganto  fahtedleap  hurdte  to  SaraJmmJ2m  110yd,  pDOtf).'  Non  Vtbge  333  138i  oi  21  to  Major 
Janie  hi  handicap  hurtle  to  Sandown  ran  JlOvd.  good);  praviousiy  41  4tt  oi  8  to  Star  Rage  in 
hastem  ludto  al  Neecaale  (2m.  good)  wtt  FfringfdgiB  (IDto  belter  otl)  401 7ft.  Mbter  Rm  f4l 
id  ot.r  to  Sfarmytal [weather  in  handicap  laird le  to  Newbrey  (fan  llOyd.  sn);  prevtotey  131  49i  of 
5  to.  Ba  Agapi  inu  in  haodfaap  hunUe  to  Ascoi  {fan  110yd.  soft)  Noble  Coaours  beto  (tome  On 
Penny  131  to  7-WB  tefidtap  tartfle  at  Chetenham  (2m  110yd,  good).  . 


BARNA  BOY  tows  d  round  hare  and  sta  tute  tarty-  tnaed 


3.05  LETHEBY  &  CHRtSTDPHER  CONDITIONAL  . 
JOCKEYSHAfflMCAP  CHASE  (£3:420: 2m  5J)  (6  nmnets) 
601  191-P21  P0NBD  WARMS  £3( 

Fl  021-1  Wmi«nHTY2DH 
U26032-  THHUNWARRlCIRi 
215224-  GOLDaeWt-T  230  (1 
UU3-5F9  RA1  OF  BOUNCE  17 
224P-S,  FLAPJHCK  LAD  20  ( 


502 


138 


Mss  HKnifH  8-11-U  Ptetey 
) (G HbaQ P MeMs 8-1 1-8 . LCunntes 

R Am  10-11-6  AGwIyfS}  [Wf 

a fttsSVMtlG B*ing 7-11 4) _  Atetee  T35 

ftcrgj R Hedges 8-10-7  -L-TDauamlie  142 
(HSbwfeg  NIVfbtn-tMD  B-19-3  JGatttekK^  113 
BriTHG:  M  Mfti  toipMy'.  5-2  Pengp  UWng.  7-1  Teommtenier.FtapfitJilJd.B-1  GoldwsrtL  10-1  Fti  O 
Bcucb  ... 

a  1B96r  BEA1S0N  7-10-9  G  Hogan  &-4  Ire]  fl  tedds  5  m  - 

fa*lfeto-'Aa5L3aa  Po^°  WMV  baH  a^c  Aira  to  Scunner  JwaJicap  chase  to 
H»yScV.  {fan  to.  good):  prwtoush- 121  2nd  of  6  to  Abarad  m 
-  hemlhap  etea  J  Latter  (2m  fl  HIM.  nodta  Hfl).  Wffa 
a  dcteKB  in  7-nmnerrerofaur  rewdran  chase  at  Aintree 


I.  Yeoman  Wsiltor  31 2nd  of  20  faBelfeUfen  handkap  chase  to  Atotee  (2m 

”  . .  *  cteee  ai  Ssidowa  (2ra  41 

dcee  at  Limefei 
handcap  chase,  at  Worcester  (2m  71 


(2m  fl, 

a 

(aria.  _  „ 

Tiosi.  soat 

V-  YEOMAN  WARRIOR  comes  .torn  a  yart  whose  bones  tend  to  go  wel)  hesh 


Oi  Bohfareswflt91EI4fliol8iaKBaixir&^peedfanovicrhandreanchaeBai 
good  fa  sol),  weraaisly  neck  2nd  al  11  fa  Wtteoy  fa  rewcelaidicap  i 
I,  good]  FWoTBrnnce  251 3rd  of  9  to  Sophia  May. m  handcap  chare, all 


3a  40~IANWi!JJAM&  OWNERS  GOLD  CARD 
HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£6.964: 3ml  10yd)  IttrunnsS)  •  ' 

8125-58  ALLEGA1KW^KJS,fl^)IU  Hpa  RBdng  U  Pipe  7-13-0  -  CDuftan{7) 
3I2MS0'  OllfflBAM.  lattF^  fflCiWwfl^FaaidngfflUi'IpBS'lO-W  -  _■  JHaetP) 

/H213-2  uamoffi  Ttwro  13  (06)  (PMttvdlteJPtean  5-10-12 _ HFamrt 

1  a^K'DITLE BUCK-32 ®] {Mrs CZOK-lW5j[ttete9-10-l1  — BDamocdy 

31RV11  fiy5ART27  (B.CLDf  .9)  fttrsR  CoUbold]  M  Roe  BIB-10  - APMcCoy 

2121%  INN  AT  nff  10P321  (r.S)  (Ita  5  Bteaey)  J  Tianw  5-ilW  - - RSonte 

ONbote 


156 


1 
2 
.  3 

4 

5 

6 

"7  _  _ 

f  SWfi  swm TOO 27 pSf^tSiTai Mad 09 MiTj fWnai»-1(Kl'^.~  D Leahy 

10  -V23442  WmBGtf37(FS(NJones|UP*e5-TOi).-.. -  Dftomnm 

11-  IY3111-.  BJBURG 364  KDfl  |Mra AOtebte} T Geoge  7-1IHF - -  RJ item 

12  053-112  TMY  flflOWN  13  (H)  tA  SJPmen)  D  fectobwi  4-10-0 - -  Ur0  llcPM(7] 

Ijq, tanoup: Sntoh Iw 9-12. te* Bresa 9-12. Eteg 9-1  UobyBnwM-  - 

BEITffle:  M  E pal  M  MaoWoreTows.  6-1  Srett  too.  7-1  ftrany  Ptfa,  IP1  in-M  The  Tcp,l0-1 


GrsMffl.  Bug.  12-1  boor. 

...  .  199B-ftfiUR8U(UMAi 


i (7-2)1  George  win. 


MraSmore  Toirttis  71 2nd  fl  ID  fa  Demi  Beeno  in  handicap 

htnile  aLHajdurt  (2m  tt  soB)  w«i  /Utesattaa  (2tr  better  om  51) 

_ _  6to  told  Coaterti  126  bettet  ofl)  561-6Ul  Graft  beal  YounQ 

Kemy  HI  n ^IJ-tunnH  bamfeap  hudle  to  Chettafam  (3m  Zt.  gam  Batoe  01  flur 

FMher  fiHn  5-raraw  tertSap  hurdle  to  Cndtou  (3m  Zf  ntp.-  thmjteh  Stranoo  (4li  teller 
oH)  htew  a  tWance  4lh  inn &  TteTmtea  Mnhty  Mass^ a  in  54unw  mdcetuift  made  2  ai 
Oaicas»M2ni.4f.  wort,  prertwly  hw  ffarbertlndp  S  in  Bflimr  nntce  tunRato  Doncaster 
(2m  4t.  good  to  ftru]  wSh  Too  ote  dwngta  2MT  fa  4-rumer  handkag  hnte  to  Hunfa^fau 
6®  3.  goodtalinTS.pfetoously  txat  Jovlto  Man  nset;  ta  5-iutner  lari^  ijazto 
ilOyd.tetotofara)  fotfc  Bnwa  41 2nd  o(  6  to  Carrifa  Baudto  i  faamtosw  tertoic^  a 
HMtodi  ffm  4f.  owl).  Toby  Brown  $  aid  ol  5  to  Splendid  Diyne  to  fantficap  bunJe  a!  tftwtt 
pm  a.  goon » soft);.  .  '  -  i  -  ■ 

:  MfNTMDRE  TOWERS  h  Imptwing  in  -leaps  md  bounds  aid  has  ilmmiioi  chance  - 


YESTERDAYS 

RESULTS 


Taunton  ■ 

Gemg:  good  (good  Id  colt  n  places) 
1.00  (2m  2t  110yd  hdte)  I.TTw  WEnder(D 
Soto-  9-4  lav: TlmekBeperta  top  rating); 
-2..- WetK^:>4iJW»  (14-TJ:  3,  Palace 
PaMe  16  .nan  111.  sh  hd  -G 
Bteeartte.  iTote  SfaJO;  ■  £1.40.  £5.90. 
£6.10.  Df:  £20.90  Trio:  £3ai0.  CSF; 
£28.47.  . 

^30  (2m  if  hdta)  1.  Gray  Shot  (Ft 
Dunwoocfa.  %3  fau):  2.  VBege  King  114- 
1).  3.  tofeaon  Arsenal  (14-1)  14  ran  23. 
a  i  Baking.  Tore.  £120;  £1.40.  £320. 
£120  BF  £1210  Trio:  £2100.  CSF 
£661.  ,  - 

2.05  (2m  3t  Ch|  1.  Winnow  (J  CuHoty.  5- 
1):  2.  Htartown  Cawto  (20-1),  3. 
■Mtamare  t33-1)  13  ran  NB-MssSouer 
31.  a  Miss  H  Kraght  Tote.  £4.70;  £1.40, 
£640.  £2.70.  DF  £44.00.  Trio:  £54860. 
CSF:  £94.42.  Tricast  £274856. 

255  (3m  110yd  hdte)  I.Torch  Vert  (A  P 
McCoy.  4-5  lev),  2.  Jovial  Man  (16-1),  3. 
DefentSfwraalm  (11-11.  9  ran  NR- 
PharsAii.  Ften  Customer.  2L  1*f  M  Pipe 
Tote.  ElflX  £1.40.  £5.40.  £203  DF 
.£1030..  Trio:  £6130  CSF  £1276. 
Tricast  £83.141 

3.05  (3m  eti)  1.  Gataiason  Jam  (Mr  J 
Tazard.  4-1);  2  Mammv's  Chcica  (3-1 
tav):  3.  Indian  Rm  (16-1).  Bran  1*1. 2  W. 
P  ffchoCs  Tote  £3.90:  £2.40,  £130, 
£2.70.  OF.  £420  CSF  £15  00  Tricast. 
£152  61 

235  (2m  If  hdte)  1.  Nine  O  Three  (A 
Thornton.  8-1).  2  Wno  ot  The  Dawn  (11- 
10  law):  2  Nordansk  (&-1).  7  ran  91. 29  A 
Hobbs  Tote.  £11  40,  £4.10.  £1  30  DF; 
£860  CSF:  £16.47 
Jackpot  £4,08930. 

Ptacripot  £45J>0  Quadpot  £26.60 

Fakenham 

Going:  good  to  sdt  (good  m  places] 
1240  (fan  hdte)  1,  Ericoin  (X  Aizpunj. 
13-2]:  2  Albemme  (4-1).  3.  Thomas 
Cn»vn(15-2)  Hrghiy  RepUabte[GthM1-4 
tav.  13  ran.  NR:  Laura  Lye.  61. 151.  Miss  A 
Slate*.  Tote:  £8.10  £240.  Cl  60.  £2  SO. 
DF:  £2350  Trio  £58  70  CSF  £32.67 
Tricaer  Cias  bi 

1.10  (2m  hdte)  1.  Misty  Cay  (ft  Thornton. 
7-2).  2.  Scarred  (9-4  lav):  3.  Sharbadand 
(B-l)  10  rare  NR;  Dick  Turpin  161.  a  Mrs 
V  Ward  Tote-  £4  60.  £1  10.  £1.40.  EAM 
DF  £5.50  Trio:  £3320  CSF  £1231 
1.40  (3m  110yd  e ft)  I.  Manor  Mteo 
(Michael  Breman,  11-aiav).21nTruth(3- 


ll;3,Chartatmroia{50-1).5ran  3XJ.dsL 
G  Prodromou  Tote  £220:  £1  80.  £1  50 
DF:  £4  40  CSF:  £600. 

21S  Gm  110yd  hdte]  1.  Wayfarers  Way 
A  Fitzgerald.  B-4  fav);  2  Lasala  (14-11. 
3.  Lobster  Cottage  (4-1)  Oran  1«.1*H.N 
Henderson.  Tote:  £270,  £1  90.  £3.90. 
£1.60  DF:  £24  00.  Tno:  £1830  CSF. 
£3094  Tncast  £113.75.  1 
245  pm  5f  1 10yd  ch)  1.  Copper  Boy  (B 
FHwreS.  4-7  tav).  2  Strarghi  (jn  (8-1);  3,. 
Lord  Rooble  (9-4)  6  ran.  17l  151  R 
Butter.  Tote  £1  60.  £1.10.  £360.  DF- 
£660  CSF:  EE  32 

3.15  (2m  41.  hdte)  1.  Hcdkham  Soy  (X 
Aizpuru.-6-l).  2  Frertter  Flight  (13-8  jl- 
faw!  2  Crown  And  Cushicnl  13-8  jt-lav)  8 
ran  *tf,  G.  L  Wbrdmqfam  Tote-  £8.60, 
£160.  Cl.  10.  £120  OF:  £860  CSF. 
£17  38- Tricast  £2333. 

Ptacepot  £1030 
QU8rt9dtr£240 

Market  Rasen 

Going:  heavy 

1250  (2m  3t  110yd  hefi^  1,  Hewer  Go# 
Dtamond  (B  McGann.  4-1);  2  Fan  And 
Fancy  (10-1).  3,  EsUmo  Kiss  (3-1)  Forear 
(4th)  13*8  fav.  7  ran.  ftl.  IS.  J  Best.  Tote. 
£4.00:  £250.  £330  OF-  £5740  CSF 
£37*4.  - 

120  [2m  >1  110yd  hefie]  1.  Harlequin 
Chores  (R  Fsrrant.  1-5 tav):  2  Nifaaf  (15- 
2|:  3.  Finnure  (20-1).  7  ran  9i.  71  Mrs  J 
PtetHft.  Tofe.  £120:’  £1 10.  £1.90.  DF- 
££20  CSF.  £1  69. 

1 55  (3m  4f  1 10yd  ch)  1.  Majority  Major 
(A  S  Smkh."  76-1).  2  DorSn  Ca ate  (5-4 
fav):  3.  Srenc  (20-1).  6  ran.  NR:  Deise 
Marshall.  Hd.  331.  P  Cheeebraugh  Tate 
C16.60;  £450.  EltoO.  OF  £15.10  CSF: 
£3227 

223  Bro  If  1 10yd  btfie)  1 .  Guttendge  (R 
Jenson.  4-7  lav):  2..  Centaur  Express 
(11-4).  3  Night  Dance  (B-1)  4  ran  NR.' 
Our  Kris.' 41.  dret  P  Evans  Tale:  £1 60. 
DF.  £210.  CSF- £282. 

255  (2m  H  110yd  fli)  t.  Wade  Read  (J  F 
Tstey.  S-4):  2.  Tafano  Gold  ^-1):  3. 
Zabart  (4-5  tav).  3  ran  9.  KI  Mss  H 
Knrahi  Tote:  £220.  DF:  £200.  CSF: 
E6.fi- 

325  (2m  If  110yd  hdte)  1,  Manlleno  (R 
Johnson.  13-21. 2.  Mbs  Ondee  (11-4):  3. 
Hoh  Fsptaa  (9-1) .  Grate  YlmcfiS-4  tav.  3 
ran  fl.  a.  M  Pfae  Tote:  ffiSO:  £220. 
£1:10.  £220  DF. 

CSF:  £24  98 
Ptocepot  £30.10 
Ouedpot  £10.30. 


£5.50.  Trio.  £4550 


THUNDERER 

12-30  Silent  Valley.  1.00  Spring  Gale.  1.35 
Guttendge.  2.10  Speaker  Weatherill.  2.45  Monnaie 
Forte.  320  Regal  Absence. 


-GOING:  fiOQD  TO  FIRM- 


SIS 


12.30  GLASGOW  PADDOCKS  SELLING  HURDLE 
(£1.881: 2m  110yd)  (12  nmners) 

1  DP  COS  NA  FARRAJGE  22  (B)  M  Sowtrsby  4-11-7 

UH  NaugMon  (5) 

:  POUOTiHETRAL  36  KltaUH.  4-11-7  .  ..  A6Sn#i 

3  300  FBOCTAR  18 (V)  MDods 4-11-7.  .  ..JSignte  SO 

4 -33BREOUJmBfT  33  J  Time  4-H-7 . R  Bums  (7)  87 

S  60-  CHAM’S-OH.  304  8  Uurrar  4-11-3  _  .  WDwm  - 

8  HMGF  PARS  338F  B  Rottwa  4-11-?  A  0*1*0  - 

7  LAOerSZBf  iteS  bmpran  4-11-2  ..JMaaw(3) 

8036 TABRCZOPAvlsao 4-11-2  .  .  ..  .Often  77 

9  B  VniSMP  20  (0)  J  Baiy  3-10-7  _  _ B  Powel  40 

10  80 RB8(WETTA  13 JCotdn 3-10-2  _  . ECafafltan  45 

11  030  SfaEKT  VALLEV  20  (V)  Mss  L  SttfaU  3-10-2  1  SsUto  (71  dg 

12  ZAHABAY3ZF  6  Hero  1-10-2  ...  . .  toy  Lyons 

11-8  Sited  Vtofcy.  7-2  Reautfrrart.  9-2  Tatei  7-1  RuOT.  8-1  WiUddp.  ID-1 
Utesi.  16-1  Dnw'i  UUal.  Foga  Paris.  25-1  afar. 

1.00  RED  RUM  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3,600  3m)  (4) 

1  P-21  SPRIG  GALE  15  JF.6)  0  Sdennud  6-11-6  .  J  A  McCarthy  ^ 

2  8-  APACHE  RADER  545  F  Madly  S-il-0  .  UrSOuackP) 

31-02  CASH  RAW  14  10,5)  JJ  O'Neil  6-11-0  ...PCartwiy 

4  UM  TORUS  SPA  33  F  Matey  8-11-0  .  . ..  E  Ubghm 

4-9  Spmg  Erie.  9-2  Cash  Fin*.  7-1  Torus  Spa.  10-1  Apache  Rato* 


1  .35  DOORKNOCKER  CONDITIONAL  JOCKEYS 
NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,058: 2m  110yd)  (7) 

11111  GUnEMBE-l  (D^)P tvm  7-11-13  (7rt  NHarradis  (3)  BE 1 
2  220  60U3BnHUMBWX7  24  N  Mb  4-11-10  R  ThonBon  V 
32130  VINTAGE  TAITTWGW27  (DJ6)  J  Sobte  5-11-2  .  S  Tayta  102 
4  4^1  IKBT  WAMTH)  30  (0,6)  W  UcKeen  4-10-12 

ttchul  Breanan  66 

5 5-35  DERFBNG FLOSS 36 AGss J Wenrel 7-10-6  So^utetdiel  80 


[SUMO  83 


61063  OAXBURY  9  4B)  Mss  L  SUM  5-104) 

7  00-6  UN  PDC0  LOCO  35  Mo  J  Brow  5-10-0  . .  GLte  74 

9-4  Most  Mnefl.  114  Gutenoje,  9-2  Vribgp  lattngtf.  5-1  Golden  rrmfiedrt. 
8-1  Oatairy.  10-1  Demna  Hws.  33-1  Un  Pear  leco 


2.10  VULRORYS  CLOWN  CHASE 
(Limded  fonditap.  £4.474. 2m  31 110yd)  (4) 

1 1111  SPEAKBt  HEATHBWi.  13  (F.G)  0  Breroan  8-11-7 

iiBmran  158 

2F-1SP0TTBTSBAY27(F£)DMclKisaD  8-11-2  RTherebiR(3)  180 
3 125-  6ARHWM  230  (Bf  JJJJ35)  N  Hendersoa  7-10-13 

JRKwnigh  156 

4P-P5  EASTHORPE  ?1  (tLCJ.&S)  Miss  H  Ktogti  8-iD-IJ  J  F  Ttoey  [Mi 
54  Speaker  ftadcnl.  94  ton  s  Bay.  3-1  Gamrin.  5-1  EasUupe 


2.45 


DONCASTER  SPONSORSHIP  CLUB  HANDICAP 
CHASE  (£4.473: 2m  UOyd)  (6)  '  ' 

1 115-  NEIHBffiY SAD  232  (F.6)  P  Beaumort  7-17-0  ..  L  Wyer 
21113  6RSJ1  GREEN  DESERT  22  (BFJl/XI)  0  SM  8-11-6 

PCatwny 

3214B  JAZZY  RflRAM  43  KLFJiALWeth  7-11-3...-  JFTfley 
4*03  DEAR  DOS  (DOS)  N  Heamm  ID-10-12  -  J  R  Kareiap 
5  234  BOLD  BOSS  27  p£^)GM  Moore  8-10-12  .  J  Cabghan 
5 IP-1  U0NNAE FDRTE26 (DfASI J Ad»n 7-10-10  .  BPowd 
114  Mmrate  Fern.  31  Grew  Breen  [«ert.  4-t  Dear  Do.  5-1  Bold  Boss.  6-1 
Jasy  Hetan  8-1  faftedy  SatL 


129 

144 

140 

137 

110 

[02 


3.20  SAUCY  Kff  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£2,721: 2m  4f)  (15) 

1 8130 FWICEIWSKY 28 (GJJCBd 4-11-5 -  -  .  L Harvey  114 

2  023- ARROGANT HBR 241  (BF) D H Smn 4-10-12  _.LWyer  101 
300^  CAHBtLDW  20  J  Itadrii  6-13i? _ _  TBey  70 

4  P  ECHENTDNE  27  Me  P  Sty  6-10-12  .  _  .  G  Tenney 

5  FV44  ERUME  STREET  20  0  Branas  9-10-1? _ M  toman  fi5fl 

G  P-F3  JUDICIOUS  NORMAN  15  J  Artam  6-10-12  _  _  8  Powell  125 

7  r-OLAMXER  37  (G)J  Noon  4-10-1?  _  E  Crtoaghan  120 

81133  REGAL  ABSENCE  16  F.GJ  D  ffeboton  5-10-12 

H  Tlnmein  (3)  12Z 

9  0  RC6ERT0  BVA 15  D  Shewood  4-10-12  -  P  Carbary  65 

10  060  SiBU  34  Ms  S  Lanrynun  4-10-1?  -  ._.J  topee  (31  90 

11  0/  BUSH  BAR  67T  Mre  M  Amiey  610-12 - GLn{3] 

12  3-5?  TUCKBtS  TOWN  31  (BF)  0  Slmood  5-10-1?  J  A  McCarthy  T19 

13  MHJTZm864FUrcJCed  5-10-12 _ J  FTWey  - 

14  0-6  6SSHA 16  N  Babbage  5-10-7  ..  _ DOURTTU.  70 

15  P  WLLOW  MLL  28  J  Mche  5-10-7  . . ASBmffli 

2-1  Regal  Absme.  5-1  PiUKa  hkoty.  6-1  Tucker,  Towi.  fl-i  Judbaos  tanrai 
Wert  far.  10-1  Roberto  Rno,  12-1  Airegari  Hot.  Ermn  Steel.  16-1  others 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


THAW  IBS;  N  Henderm  5  wnur.  horn  17  narere.  29.4%.  Us  M 
Rnetey.  16  bom  75.  21J%  0  SJtarmod.  9  hem  47.  191%.  0 
Ndufcon.  8  tram  42.  19.0%.  MCs  H  KmgM.  3  tarn  16.  186%.  14 
TbiUh.  6  Eton  34, 176% 

JOCKEYS:  P  totem.  8  nmn  trem  ?7  rides.  29  6%:  J  Knanagh.  4 
tram  21. 19J)%.  G  Lee.  3  horn  16.  18  8%.  W  Uardon.  4  hem  22 
1&2%.  L  WYer.  9  bom  50. 180%:  E  Categtan.  3  Iran  ?1. 143%. 


LJNGFjELDPARK 


THUNDERER 

12.40  Temptress.  1.10  Chipstead  Bay.  1.45  Carol 
Singer.  2L2D  Bow  Bells.  2^5  Errant  3.30  Cee-N-K. 


GOING:  STANDARD 

DRAW:  5F-1M,  LOW  NUMBERS  BEST 


SIS 


12.40  COLD  AS  CHARITY  HANDICAP 

(£2.791: 1m  51)  (11  runners) 

1  3505  KALEY  SEIKW  10 JG)  A  Arrarirong  4-1041  ..  F  Huron  11 

2  0480  PRIVATE  AUO0JCE  6  » >*»  4-9-12 -  Marte  Dwyer  4 

2  3421  VREWAN  8  (C)  B  Janets  3-9-10  (5n) _ _  P  Dobbs  (7)6 

<  2630  PRENCH  MST 130  S  Doe  3-9-0 . . W  Ryan  10 

5  2600  AWS  6  (CflWJoteam  3-9-2 - Dean  McKeown  3 

6  Zm  RSUWfi  8  (V.CJ)  Ito  BtoUBi  4-8-11 _ -  A  Chit  6 

7  1114  HAfftHKlH  WALK 46 (fSRfSt  R  OSullbai 6-8-5  JQuim? 

8  0036  TB4PTRESE  10 (Ff) J L Ham 4-8-4 _  RWisanfl)2 

9  3306  OOZLai  10  (B.CJ  £)  L  Uaraw*  H*  8-7-10  PUCtann(7)5 

1?  -000  EL  PRE5BSRTE  8  (V)  G  EjmM  4-7-10 _  NtoDsfe9 

11  2680  EXECUTIVE  WBCER  ID  (B)flFlo«l  4-7-10  -  APDBp)1 

>?  Harlequin  W2&.7-2  vronao.  9-2  FieQaab.  8-1  te-ta  10-1  Katey  Sena.  12-1 
frendi  Witt  Dcdem.  14-1  eOen 


1.10  ALLS  FAIR  HANDICAP 

(£2,473:  51)  (B) 


0000  OOgOBVEMTOEN  24  JU^BPrivee  3-9-11  Uarte  Dwyer  1 


0003  JUST  DESOEWT  10  (OF«  ft  WMSw  5-9-9 

Dean  McKeown  8 

3  5600  THREEF1AY 92  J  Akehurt  3-9-3  . ACM  4 

4  0011  CHPSTEM)  BAY 2  (C)  K  Imy  3-941  (7e») _ _  C  Seely  3 

5  3006  FEATHERST0HE  LANE  4  pfl  BdQss  L  Strital  6-9-5 

UW)ghan7 

5  1442  0PEMM  RANGE 24  (DJF)  N  Bare 6-8-12  ..  PBredby(7}2 
7  0002  SWEET  HARBOUR  4  (DF.G)  S  KeOewd  4-8-7  J  Own  5 

6  0000  ROYAL  ElffifiH  118  E  lOteeia  3-8-0  „  5  Carton  (7)  6 

5-?  Sprang  Rang*.  7-2  CftfatoMl  Bay,  fast  DtasUent,  Iteptay.  7-1  tihm. 


t  .45  GIFT  HORSE  NURSERY  HANDICAP 

(2-Y-Q:  £2.700: 61)  (7)  .  . 

1  SD40  CAROL  SHEER  4  (Bf)UJdnsien  9-7  .....  De«  McKeown  3 

2  5163  FTWAJl  SEAL  14  G  L  Mrnre 9-6  . ...  R  EkWand  (7)7 

3  0421  BATQfWQflTN  BOLE  8  (CO)  E  Hlhrela  9-6  (7eri 

6  Careen  (7)6 

0034  BLUE  SHADOW  14  R  Hannon  0-1  . .  RHiiqhes5 

0233  UU1AT  MAGB  8  K  Xw  B-8 . -  -  .  —  N  Adams  2 

3654  QANHHB958lteyB-S _  6faMMysr4 

— -  ..  ROM  (7)1 


3005  RGAWN  G  (BJD)  S  Bow  B-0 . . 


3-1  Btodwtoh  BsBa.  4-T  Card  Sngri.  8?  Ifai  i  teqe.  5-1  Priote  Seel.  11-2 
3be  Sfadw.  8-1  Dante  htnef.  10-1  Pqwa 


BUNKOED  FIRST  TIME  Chdtwham:  230  Dodoor  230 
Flying  Eagle  Doncnstor  12.30  Cob  hfa  Famuge.  Rooster. 
VKfakip  Lingfisid  Paric  1240  El  Prosktenie-  220  Highbury 
legend. 


2.20  ANY  PORT  MAIDEN  AUCTION  STAKES 

(2-Y-0.  £2294:  71)  (10) 


1  4533  APPTABO  114  IBF)  M  Um  8-6  _ _ 

2  0405  ASHBURY  LEGEND  14  (V)  Bob  Jones  8-6  . 

3  o  bow  reus  35  c  waa  8-4  .  _ _ 

4  6505  CMA  SHAN  150  S  IMor  8-3 _ 

5  0045  BALI  DANCE  21  C  boom  8-1  _ _ 

6  05  FUCKER  58  Lad  tfanbratan  B-1 . 

7  640  LADY  LAPfflDAE  41  W  lUr  8-1  .  „  . 

8  5003  MGS  SKYE  24  T  Naughw  8-1  .  .  .  . 

9  00  KMGHTCRACKER  13  R  Peacock  7-12  . . 

ID  4084  TW  ROTE  17  B  Meetro  7-1?  _ _ 


AWWan  p|  7 

- N  Day  6 

L..  A  dark  4 
.  P  McCabe  (3)  3 
N  Adams  1 
_ J  torn  5 

Mann  Dwyer  10 
F  Norton  8 
.  J  Brarsny 
...  HCarfek  2 

5-7  Am*o.  7-2  The  Robe.  5-1  Fader.  6-1  Uiu  Slye.  B-1  Lady  Lanbnaiq.  ID-1 
Bat  Daw.  12-1  Bow  Be*.  16-1  oiben 


2,55  APPLE  A  DAY  APPRENTICE  LIMnS) 

STAKES  (£2,294: 1m  20  (9) 

1  0430  NVDCATtoM  17  (Cfl  GL  Mom  104-1?  .  R  Bridand  (7)  3 

2  0000  AWESOME  POWER  32  (CD.G)  J  HHfe  11-6-10  ..  Alltoaifi 

3  -660  BKIADOE  10  (C)  R  Ffaur  48-10  .  R  Knfti  4 

4  860  SHUNT  174  (CD)  0  Ca&fte  58-10  _  .  _  M  tort  1 

5  3030  M1HUES  SO  Bab  Jaw.  48-10  ..  ..  Ganna  fans  (7)  5 

6  3060  FEEL  HO  FEAR  14  W  18*4-8-7  IfateDwwe 

7  140/  LITTLE  USS FBBtJT 838  (COJF)  R (RnUaan 7-8-7  PlfcCerar 

8  000  POUSHfflSTER 202 (B)LedyHniB 38-7  _  PDr»F5)2 

9  0346  TWII  UK  141 J  I8dq  3-88  ... _ B  IMgan  p)  6 

5-2  TabTbne  .3-1  tUNte.  4-1  banafcon  0-1  HUtaKfia.  Emri  10-1  Feel  No 
Few.  16-1  AMaitme  Ftam.  Prifated  Steel  25-1  Lila  Mbs  RM. 


3,30  LADBflOKE  ALL-WEATHER  TROPHY 
HANDICAP  (£3,599;  1m).  (12) 

1  4T26  TMN  CREEK5  6  (CJJfl  V  Soanr  6-108 _ RPertnml 

£  2433  BAHZHAF  22  (Bf £0/]  B  l Moot 4-9-10 . .  AOsi< 

^  1320  ZURE  8J  lCO.Fl  j  PmBon  4-9-10 .  _  F  Kom  3 

4  3100  bR  MAJKA  6  (Bfl  B  Nkdtm  3-9-10  _ MIebteB9 

5  3100  VICTORY  TEAM  10  (0FX0JF.B)  G  Bwing  5-98  S  Drown  11 
S  0211  MOTE  PLAINS  2  (Cj.5)  *  Bote  4-98  (6p| .  6  Pafflfa  O)  5 

7  1032  NORTHERN  ANGEL  27  (F)  F  Harris  3-9-3  . . .  JtfaeuiO 

8  0020  CE-N-K  45  (B.CD/)  M  fateflm  3-9-3  JFm*«12 

9  1104  THREE  ARCH  BFH0GE  191  [BJXPJLSl  M  Jdnaan  5-3-3 

DcaflMdCemmB 

10  B433  BAFSAS0N 17 (CD.F) G l Maere 5-8-13  Candyttnfc7 

11  4006  BGPAST  ?  (B.CO.fi)  J  Brnfaer  784  _ _ PDw{7) 6 

1?  3400  ICOCEA  IB  (CUi D  bbnar  Smlh  38-6  SWXworaZ 

3-1  Nenfarii  Anqd,  7-2  Whte  Plans.  13-2  Vidny  learn.  7-1  Band*  8-1  Sr., 
UM  IsteCnefa.  12-1  Bartewn.  14-1  oPws. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS:  V Sow. 5 ttenas Dam  IBnram  27R%  Ladtlteiles. 
11  Ipi  51.  ZTBi:  Uwl  tfaMMifan.  49  torn  245  fflWfc  U 
■Wnm  61  Dan  307.  T99%;  R  ftmtowg.  1?  Nun  96. 17  ?%.? 
Kams  15  Iran  8S,  l7£\WJavts,10lonflL1E7%:LMvi»de 
Ffefl.15  fan  99. 15.2% 

JOCKEYS:  P  Dabbs.  3  irimn  bam  G  rides.  50Jft.  fi  Iffltaan  6  Dom 
Efl.  23.11.  W  Ryan.  37  h»  ZlJL  itift:  D  Mcteoan :?4bm  143. 
16B%.  C  Scatty.  B  hm  49. 163%.  R  tfevfbt.  3  Iran  22. 13.6%-  M 
Wigtem.  18  born  143, 12.0%,  A  tort,  64  Imn  m.  12.  F%. 


48  SPORT 


Rob  Hughes  on  the  men  in 


the  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  12 1997 

Dalglish  is 


Prize  assets  set  Continent’s 


There  are  100  million 
reasons  why  Man¬ 
chester  United  might 
have  to  be  even  more 
special  than  they  believe 
themselves  to  be  if  they  are  to 
win  the  European  Cup-  That, 
in  pounds,  is  a  conservative 
valuation  of  the  prime 
goalscorers  owned  by  the 
seven  other  dubs  remaining 
in  die  competition. 

It  is  axiomatic  that,  to  cut 
the  diamond,  you  need  the 
hardest,  most  reliable  edge. 
United  failed  to  capitalise  on 
chances  at  the  semi-final  stage 
last  year.  They  almost  blunted 
Juventus.  right  up  to  the  83rd 
minute  on  Wednesday  night 
and,  if  things  such  as  team 
spirit,  organisation  and  all¬ 
round  ability  were  equal, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
crown  jewel  of  rhe  Continent 
will  go  to  the  team  that  can 
best  accept  their  opportu¬ 
nities. 

It  is  chilling,  therefore,  to 
observe  that  Real  Madrid, 
desperate  to  regain  their  for¬ 
mer  glory,  spent  ES5  million 
in  signing  Savio.  the  23-year- 
old  Brazilian  striker,  from 
Flamengo  on  Tuesday.  Ma¬ 
drid.  as  the  four  goals  they 
scored  against  FC  Porto  on 
Wednesday  demonstrated,  al¬ 
ready  possess  almost  a  sur¬ 
plus  of  striking  talent: 
Roberto  Carlos,  of  Brazil  he  of 
the  mighty  left  foot,  made  and 
scored  a  goal,  while  Davor 
Suker,  the  Croatia  striker, 
also  left-footed  and  with  a 
sniper's  deadliness,  scored 
two.  They  compete  with  Raul, 
the  most  gifted  of  Spain’s 
young  forwards,  Fernando 
Monentes  and  Pedrag 
Mijatovic,  the  Serb,  for  places 
in  the  front  line. 

So  why  have  Madrid  bor¬ 
rowed  yet  more  millions  from 
the  bank  to  acquire  another 
young  goalsoorei?  Is  it  to  put 
pressure  on  the  moody  Croat- 
Serb  duo  up  front?  Is  it  to  give 
another  option  to  the  coach? 
Or  is  it  the  act  of  opulent 
negativity,  taking  out  of  circu¬ 
lation  a  goalscorer  who  might 
help  someone  else  to  the  prize? 

It  puts  growing  pressure  on 
United  and  Juventus  to  pay 
the  asking  price  to  River  Plate 
for  Marodo  Salas,  the  coveted 
Chile  striker,  before  January 
31  —  tiie  deadline  for  teams 
wishing  to  add  to  their  squads 
before  the  quarter-finals. 

Or  there  is  Gabriel 
Batistuta,  the  Argentina  strik-  i 
er.  who  is  proven  in  Europe 
and  whose  dub,  Fiorentma, 
was  not  involved  in  European 
club  tournaments  this  season. 
His  availability  would  de¬ 
mand  a  king's  ransom. 


THE  STRIKING  THREAT  TO  UNITED’S  GRAND  EUROPEAN  AMBITION 


The  maritsmenilnKiitg  to  ambush 
United:  from  bottom  right,  ^ 
clockwise,  SakerTEib©r,  Zidane,  V 
Ikpeba,  Shevchenko, Betn&cfi,  and 
Henttch.  Win  Salas,  top  right,  be  - 

Joining  them?  \  Y 


Juventus.  through  tiie  host 
of  chances  they  spumed 
against  United  on  Wednesday 
night,  showed  that  they  are 
not  the  Imperious  European 
side  that  they  were  and  for 
that  they  have  only  them¬ 
selves  to  blame.  Not  only  was 
Alessandro  Del  Piero,  who 
has  scored  15  goals  in  12 
appearances  in  Europe,  sus¬ 
pended,  bur  the  Turin  man¬ 
agement  had  attempted  to 
repeat  a  profiteers  trick  two 
years  running. 

They  sold  Gianluca  Vi  a  Hi 
and  Fabrizio  Ravanelli,  the 
strikers  of  1996,  and  got  away 
with  it  But  then  Juventus 
accepted  bids  for  their  re¬ 
placements.  Alen  Boksic  and 
Christian  Vieri.  To  sell  mice 
was  possibly  prudent  to  sell 
again  looks  like  carelessness. 
Do  not  bet  against  Juve 
procuring  Salas. 

Are  goalscorers  so  very 
precious?  Of  course  they  are. 


Dynamo  Kiev  would  not  be 
where  they  are  without  Sergei 
Rebrov  and  Andrie  Shev¬ 
chenko  who.  if  Kiev  weaken 
during  the  winter,  would  fetch 
£15  million. 

Borussia  Dortmund,  the 
European  champions,  have 


*  -Y, , 

\  :Tri'.  :Y;C" : 

:  •  y-  -  r *  -  r** 

■  <^\  -'V  p  -i  .  w  ■ 

■■  ■  ■ 

_  Qaartcrttaata:  Prat  log  March  4 1998 
i  Second  lee  March  18 


'Apnl  i. 

Second  lag:  April  15. 
fSifi 


2b" 


QiartwSriai  Ora**  In  Geneva  on 
December  17 


just  become  resurgent  after  an 
epidemic  of  injuries  that 
would  end  the  challenge  of 
most  of  their  rivals.  On  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Dortmund  won  3-0 
away  to  Sparta  Prague  with¬ 
out  their  captain.  Matthias 
Sammer,  Paulo  Sousa,  their 
playmaker,  and  Stephane 
Chapuisat  their  Switzerland 
striker,  among  others. 

No  problem:  Andy  Moiler, 
their  mercurial  and  experi¬ 
enced  linkman,  rose  prodi¬ 
giously  to  score,  then  Javan 
Kirovski.  once  of  Manchester 
United,  and  Scott  Booth,  for¬ 
merly  of  Aberdeen,  poached 
goals  in  the  mud. 

Dortmund  have  a  habit  of 
shrugging  off  tiie  loss  of  their 
strikers  —  they  had  fl  differ¬ 
ent  scorers  in  II  games  in 
winning  this  competition  last 
season,  eight  so  for  in  six 
performances  this  time.  That 
is  exceptional.  Most  teams 
still  pin  everything  on  the 


presence  of  trusted  finishers, 
be  they  held  together  by 
bandages,  painkillers  or  blind 
forth. 

Bayer  Leverkusen  rely  on 
the  wiles  of  their  former  East 
German,  Ulf  Kirsten,  and 
Bayern  Munich,  waiting  for 


Cole:  doubts  remain 


their  Latin  purchases  — 
Elber.  horn  Brazil,  and' 
Ruggiero  Ritotelli,  from  Italy 
•  —  to  gel.  play  the  long  ball  to 
Carsten  Jancker. 

He  is  big,  he  is  ugly,  he  is 
sometimes  described  as  pon¬ 
derous:  some  even  see  him  as 
the  reincarnation  of  the  old, 
unimaginative  England  tar¬ 
get  man,  but  Jancker  is  laugh¬ 
ing  all  the  way  to  the 
Bundesbank,  scoring  and  cre¬ 
ating  goals  with  his  knock¬ 
downs. 

Last  but  not  least  among 
United’S  rivals  are  AS  Mona¬ 
co.  They  managed  to  hold  on 
to  Thieiy  Henry  —  despite 
attempts  by,  inevitably.  Real 
Madrid  to  steal  him — and  he 
scored  another  beautiful  goal 
against  Leverkusen  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  night 

Together  with  Victor 
Ikpeba,  of  Nigeria,  and  their 
young  find  of  the  season, 
David  Trezeguet,  Monaco 


d  quality 

come  back  from  two 
down  —  and  that 
their  own  own  expensive  new 
acquisition,  Japhet  N’DOram, 
the  Chad  forward. 

High  quality  all  around.' 
There  happens  to  be  at  least 
another  £100  million  worth  of 
goalscorers  who  have  become 
the  untouchables  of  the 
Champions'  League,  either 
because  they  have  foiled  and 
their  dubs  have  Been  elimi¬ 
nated,  or  because  they  are 
engaged  in  die  Uefe  Cup  ar 
the  Cup  Winners’  Cup. 

All  this,  and  still  Alex 
Ferguson,  the  United  ms 
er,  frets  over  whether 
Cble  who,  at  £7  is 

scoring  goals  against  English 
defenders  as  if  it  is  second 
nature  to  him,  really  Iras  the 
dusiveness,  sharpness  and 
confidence  to  do  it  an  Eu¬ 
rope's  highest  stage.  You  pays 
your  money ... 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 
This  refresher  is  about  tiie  use  of  “splinter  bids".  Short  suits  in 
two-suited  hands  are  classified  as  follows:  singletons  are 
“splinters”,  two-  or  three-card  holdings  are  “fragments”. 

Dealer  North  East-West  game  Robber  bridge 

«  AKO  J10 
V  K J  954 

♦  7 

*  85 

4  987 
V  102 

♦  K J  9  8  2 

*  K109 


w 

N 

E 

S 

— 

1  S 

Pass 

2  H 

Pm 

40 

Double 

Pass 

Pass 

AD  Pass 

4  H 

Pass 

6H 

Contract:  Six  Hearts  fay  Sooth 
North's  Four  Diamond  bid  in 
this  auction  is  a  “splinter  bid", 
showing  good  heart  support, 
game-going  values,  and  a 
singleton  diamond.  In  this 
auction.  Three  {Diamonds 
would  be  forcing  with  dia¬ 
monds.  so  Four  Diamonds  is 
the  splinter. 

Though  I  am  not  much  of  a 
one  for  conventional  under- 

■  standings.  I  like  splinters  — 
they  are  extremely  useful  for 
tracking  down  key  singletons, 
and  have  the  great  theoretical 
plus  that  they  use  a  bid  not 
required  in  a  natural  sense. 

B  (Thus  they  are  easy  to 
remember. 

On  this  deal,  the  splinter  bid 
was  not  particularly  useful, 

“  but.  if  South  had  had  two 
small  diamonds  and  only  four 
dubs,  an  apparently  worse 

■  hand.  North's  demonstration 


Lead:  Ten  of  dubs 
of  a  singleton  diamond  would 
have  guided  South  to  a 
laydown  slam. 

What  should  West  lead? 
Normally,  when  you  know 
that  dummy  has  good  trump 
support,  a  suit  of  his  own  and 
a  singleton,  it  is  correct  to 
attack  his  “fragment",  in  this 
case  clubs.  East  accordingly 
led  a  dub.  which  let  the 
contract  home. 

He  should,  though,  have 
heeded  his  partner’s  double  of 
Four  Diamonds. 

Why  did  East  double 
North's  splinter  bid? 

It  was  because  East  could 
not  stand  a  dub  lead.  Had 
West  led  a  diamond.  South 
would  have  had  only  II  top 
tricks.  To  make  a  twelfth,  he 
would  have  to  finesse  the 
queen  of  dubs,  thus  going  one 
off. 


■-  -v. 


By  Philip  Howard 


CHIZZ 

a.  A  second  cousin 

b.  Processed  cheese 
a  To  cheat 

FIGURA 

a.  A  mask 

b.  A  transcendent  person 

c.  A  porcelain  mannekm 


BACKFISCH 

a.  A  teenage  girl 

b.  A  method  of  trawling 

c.  A  high  counter  at  chemmy 
FASCIOLA 

a.  Grey  matter 

b.  A  type  of  pottery 

c.  A  down’s  mask 

Answers  on  page  50 


By  Raymond  Keene 
CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Prospects  out 

A  couple  of  young  hopefuls  in  the 
Fide  championship  at  Groningen, 
Holland,  failed  to  survive  tile  first 
round  mini-maidies.  Etienne 
Bacrot  (France)  and  Peer  Lefco 
(Hungary),  were  eliminated 
respectively  by  Giorgadze  and 
Slobodjan. 

Meanwhile,  Britain's  sole  repre¬ 
sentative  in  the  first  round.  Ftetor 
Wells  of  London,  fell  at  the  first 
hurdle  to  Boris  Alterman  of  Israel. 
Former  world  champion  Vassily 
Smyslov  was  another  victim.  Vet¬ 
eran  Viktor  Korchnoi  won  his 
match  to  proceed  to  the  second 
round  where  he  plays  Nigel  Short 
of  Britain.  Britain's  remaining  two 
representatives.  Michael  Adams 
and  Matthew  Sadler,  also  readied 
the  second  round. 

While:  Roman  Slobodjan 
Blade  Peter  Leko 
Tide  world  championship 
Groningen.  December  1997 
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Diagram  of  final  position 

□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on  chess 
Monday  to  Friday  in  Sport  and  in 
the  Weekend  section  on  Saturday. 


WINNING  MOVE 


*  I’ll 


By  Raymond  Keene 

Black  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Lauder  —  Kas¬ 
parov,  Tilburg,  1997.  This 
position  features  an  oversight 
by  the  world  champion. 
Kasparov  agreed  to  a  draw, 
but  he  could  have  won  a  safe 
pawn.  What  did  he  overlook? 

Solution  on  page  50 
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Embattled  dubs  consider 
the  case  for  revolution 


DESPERATE  times,  they  say, 
call  fen-  desperate  measures 
and  that  appeared  to  be  the 
case  at  a  meeting  of  all  72 
Football  League  dubs  in 
London  yesterday  where  pen¬ 
alty  shoot-outs  to  dedde 
drawn  games  were  among  the 
dozens  of  radical  plans 
discussed. 

Bonus  points  for  teams  lead¬ 
ing  at  half-time,  or  for  the 
margin  of  victory,  were  also 
put  forward  at  the  seminar  as 
the  Nationwide  League  clubs 
attempt  to  find  revolutionary 
ways  of  increasing  spectator 
interest  and  thus  halt  falling 
revenue. 

David  Sheepshanks,  diair¬ 
man  of  Ipswich  Town  and  the 
Football  League,  said:  “Fifty 
seven  out  of  72  dubs  lost 
money  last  year.  That  is  die 
strongest  reason  for  change. 
Clearly  we  have  to  improve 
the  product  and  the  exdte- 
ment 

“We  have  to  be  more  com¬ 
mend  ally  led  and  responsive 
to  the  demands  of  fans.  While 
there  are  increased  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  armchair  viewers,  we 
need  to  popularise  the  live 
experience.  The  average  share 


By  Matt  Djcxinson 

of  TV  revenue  in  tiie  Premier¬ 
ship  is  £8  million.  In  the 
league  it  is  £800,000.  Many 
are  worried  that  the  Premier¬ 
ship  dubs  are  leaving  us 
behind  and  could  use  the 
lower  leagues  as  feeder  dubs.” 

Whether  Uefa  or  Fife  will  be 
keen  to  hear  of  the  possible 
rewriting  of  tiie  rules  remains 
to  be  seat,  and  no  vote  will  be 
taken  until  an  extraordinary 
general  meeting  in  February. 
More  talks  will  be  held  next 
month. 


Sheepshanks  all  options 


It  is  dear,  though,  that 
under  Sheepshanks's  ambi¬ 
tious  leadership,  they  are  con¬ 
sidering  every  option  to  try  to 
halt  the  succession  of  dubs 
finding  themselves  in  danger 
of  going  out  of  business. 

Other  plans  discussed  yes¬ 
terday  were  regkmalisation  of 
the  leagues.  Four;  options 
have .  been  put  forward  for 
complete  restructuring  —  four 
leagues  of  18  teams,  five  of  12. 
one  of  20  followed  by  two  of  26. 
and  the  possibility  of  a  Super 
League  of  12  dubs  followed  by 
divisions  of 24. 24  and  12.  End- 
of-season  play-offs  involving 
twice  the  present  number  of 
teams  promoted  and  relegated 
were  also  discussed. 

Football  League  atten¬ 
dances  have  actually  risen 
over  the  last  11  years,  but  it  is 
only  by  greatly  decreasing  the 
number  of  “dead"  fixtures  that 
many  chairmen  believe  their 
dubs  can  survive, 
n  Liverpool  are  appealing 
against  the  Department  of 
Employment  ruling  that  pre¬ 
vented  Brad  Fried  el,  a  goal¬ 
keeper  from  the  United  States, ' 
from  moving  to  Anfield  for  £1 

million- 


ha] 

the  work  of 
his  senior 
citizens 

By  Our  spoktsStaff  . 

TWO  fanner  England  inter¬ 
nationals, 

were  responsible  for  New* 

.  castle  United  ending  then 
European  Cup  Champions’' 
League  campaign  on  a  nrgh 
note  at  St  James*  Park  on, 
Wednesday  night.  A  2-0  y*o- 
mry  over  pynaino  Kiev  meant 
that  Newcastle  finished  third 
in  group  C- 

While  Kenny  Dalglish*  the 
Newcastle  manager*  contin¬ 
ues  to  travel  Europe,  search¬ 
ing  for  new  talent  with  which 
to  bolster  his  team,  John 
Barnes  and  Stuart  Fiance, 
very  definitely  “old”  talent, 
scored  the  goals  that  gave 
Newcastle  victory  over  the1 
winners  of  the  group.  •  . 

Dalglish,  who  arrived  track 
in  Newcastle  jusr  hours  before 
the  Kiev  match  after  making  a 
trip  to  Madrid,  apparently  to 
watch  Igor  Cvitanovic.  tire 
Croatia  Zagreb  forward,  said: 
-When  we  came  here  we 
started  to  work  a  little  tat  on 
the  youths  but  it  is  a  wee  bit 
early  to  get  rewards  like  that. 
Certainly  tire  two  youngsters, 
Barnes  and  Pearce,  scoring 
the  goals  stands  them  in  good 
stead  fin-  their  futures.” 

Pearce,  whose  goal  was  a 
typically  powerful  left-footed 
strike  from  a  free  kick,  was 
more  excited  about  the  “nil"  in 
the  scorelme  than  his  own 
contribution. 

“I'm  just  pleased  we  haven’t 
conceded  a  go&L  I’m  a  defend¬ 
er,  so  primarily  l  want  to  keep 
a  dean  sheet — that's  what  we 
get  judged  on.  That  pleased 
me  much  more  than  scoring  a 
goal.  Of  course  I  was  pleased: 
to  score  my  first  goal  for  tire 
dub.  But  tire  most  important 
thing  at  the  moment  for  us  is 
to  keep  dean  sheets." 

ft  was  the  control  of  David 
Batty  in  midfidd  thaf  was 
especially  notable,  however.- 
The  EnglandinteTTrational’S 
passing  was  back  to  its  best,  - 
while  his  domination  of  tire 
centre  of  mid&rid  gave  the 
players  around  him  -  the 
chance  to  get  Jbrward  to 
support  Barnes  and  Faustina 
Asprilla. 

Dalglish  also  expressed  sat¬ 
isfaction  over  tire  continuing 
return  to  fitness  of  Asprilla. 
“Tina  lasted  another  50bdd 
mrautes,  -  so  Jt  was  a  good' . 
exerciser  for  Mm  bathe  needs 
games  to  regain  his  foil  mateh 
fitness,”  he  said."* He  did  well 
and  was  one  of  tiie  many  " 
things  that  pleased  me  last 
night”  ... 

Alessandro  Pistone,  New¬ 
castle’s  Italian  defender,  was 
taken  off  at  half-time  and  is 
doubtful  for  tire  match  at  * 
Barnsley  tomorrow,  although 
he  said  yesteiday  that  “it  was  ; 
my  bade  which  took  a  knock 
but  I  am  determined  to  be  fit  - 
for  Saturday.  I  will  wait  and  • 
see  but  want  to  stay  in  tire 
team.” 


FINAL  TAB-- 


Group  A 

PWO  L  F  APH 
Doronuid  6  5  0  1  14-  3  15 

Panpa..„- -  6  2  3  T  9  5  9 

_ 6  1  2  3  8  11  5 

r —  6  114  4  11  4 

Group  B 

P  W  D  L  F  AT* 

Manual - 6  5  0  1  H  5.15. 

Awanli* -  6  4  0  2  12  6  12 

■Fayrooni -  6  3  0  3-8  10  9 

Kosica -  8  0  0  6  2  13.. 0 

Group  C 

P  W  D  L 
Dynamo  Khv..'..- 6  3  2  1 

PSVBndhwon  6  2  3  1 

Nwcataa.™...  6  2  13 

Barcelona _ 6  f  2  3 

Group  D 

P  W  D  L 
Heal  Madrid—.  6  4  11 
Rwwrtmr — a  3  a  ^ 

OfrmptetoB —  6  12  3 
TO  Porto - 6  114 


F  A  Ra 
13  6  11 

9  8  9 

7  8  7 
7.14  5 


F  A  Pto 
16  4  13 

13  6  .11 

6  14  fr 
3  11  4 


Group  E 

PW  D  L 
Bayern  Muniefi.  6  4  0  2 

PsngSUS -  6  4  0  2 

BmMbs _  8  2  0  4 

®tfwnburg-...  8  2  0  4 

Group  F 

.. _  P.w  D  L 

Monaco  —  B.4  i  i 
Lewriaiaen. —  8  4  i  i 

- 8  2  13 

- 6  0  15 


F  A  PM 
13.  6  .12. 
11  10  12 
6  9  8 

4  9  8. 


F  A  PS 
15  8  13 

11  7  13 

9  11  7 

3  12  1 


Telford  prepare  to  groom  successor 


THE  appointment  of  Jimmy 
Mullen  as  director  of  coach¬ 
ing  this  week  fills  Telford 
United  with  a  mixture  of 
anticipation  and  foreboding. 

Mullen.  45.  has  forged  a  fine 

reputation  as  a  manager, 
most  notably  at  Burnley,  and 
Tdford  fear  they  will  not  be 
able  fa' hold  on  to  him. 

Having  lost  Jake  King  to 
Shrewsbuiy  Town  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  after  tardy  six  months  at 
the  dub,  Telford  Mowed  up 
Mullen's  appointment  by  an¬ 
nouncing  that  they  intended 
to  recruit  somebody  to  work 
alongside  him. 

Robert  Cave,  the  dub’s 
public  relations  director,  said: 
“Jim  is  ambitious  and  we  are 
frying  to  secure  oursdves  by 
haring  someone  in  place 
Should  a  Football  League  dub 


Non-League  Football  by  Walter  Gammie 


oome  in  for  him.  It  will  save 
us  the  rigmarole  of  interviews 
and  whoever  comes  into  the 
dub  can  tap  into  Jim's  vast 
well  of  experience.” 

One  of  three  surviving 
founder  members  —  along¬ 
side  Kettering  Town  and 
Northwich  Victoria  — 
Telford’s  poor  form  in  the 
Vauxhall  Conference  spelt 
the  end  to  the  brief  reign  of 
Steve  Daley,  the  former  WoF 
writampton  Wanderers  and 
Manchester  City  player.  “We 
derided  on  Monday  that  we 
should  part  with  Steve,”  Cave 
said.  "We’d  played  21  competi¬ 
tive  matches  under  Steve  and 
won  only  three.  We  felt  we 
had  to  make  the  change 
sooner  rather  than  later” 


The  appointment  of  Daley 
after  a  Jong  spell  out  of  the 
game  had  been  a  gamble. 
“Steve  gave  us  100  per  cent 
and  was  very  unlucky  wife 
injuries  and  suspensions  but 
the  fact  is  feat  weTe  third 
bottom  of  the  league  and  haw 
amassed  15  points.” 

An  FA  Cop  defeat  by 
Bedworth  United,  of  tire  Dr 
Martens  League  midland  di- 
yisfon,  an  attendance  of  518 
for  the  last  home  matrh 
against  Morecambe  —  Tri¬ 
ford’s  lowest  ever  in  fee 
league— and  four  consecutive 
Conference  defeats  brought 
the  curtain  down  on  a  hunch 
that  did  not  pay  off. 

Tellingly,  Telford's  talis- 
mamc  forwards,  Jon  Punfa'e. 


who  has  returned  from  injury 
only  in  fee  past  month,  and 
nm  ■  Langford,  who  has  a 
®odate  ligament  imuiy.  have 
played  Ottfepart. 

StarCs  ^  *  trip  to 
Stalybndge  Celtic,  who,  along 
wfrn  Kettering  and  '«-*-■■ 
head,  two  other  stn 
feams,  are  fee  only0 
Telford  have  beaten 
season. 

„  Sfcjyjndge  dismissed  Bri¬ 
an  Kettle  as  manager  two 
weks  ago  and  have  brought 
m  Colin  Richardson,  ;  the  for- 
row  Gateshead  manager,  as 
eastern  to  Marie  Hme.  Ms 
M  *e  International 
Stodnun,  who  has  been  maefe 
foe  temporary  players 
eyt  promises  to  be  a  mooo- 
introduction  to 
Conference  life 
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RUGBY  UNION 


Brittle  charts 
new  path  for 
English  game 

By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


f 


CLlff  BRITTLE,  the  chairman  of 
me  Rugby  Football  Union  (RFU) 
board  of  management,  yesterday 
challenged  the  game  at  large  to 
accept  a  vision  of  English  rugby  in 
the  new  millennium  that  tears  up 
most  of  the  preconceptions  now 
prevalent. 

In  a  policy  document  that  he  will 
take  to  the  country  next  month. 
Brittle  outlines  a  dear  division 
between  the  professional  and  ama¬ 
teur  arms  and  insists  that  the 
majority  of  clubs  in  England  —  and 
in  other  countries  —  will  have  to 
revert  ro  amateurism  because  the 
finances  of  the  game  do  not  give 
them  any  choice. 

He  addresses  what  he  describes 
as  the  “helplessness  and  hopeless¬ 
ness"  felt  by  duhs  up  and  down  the 
country  by  proposing  the  creation  of 
five  provintial  unions,  each  with 
their  own  professional  executive  but 
run  on  semi-autonomous  lines  and 
with  the  power  to  structure  the 
game,  within  their  own  geographi¬ 
cal  area,  in  the  way  they  believe  to 
be  the  most  suitable. 

Brittle  has  worked  on  “Rugby 
Restructure  2000"  with  a  dose-knit 
group  of  supporters,  including  Fran 
Cotton  and  Graeme  Catterraole. 
and  in  consultation  with  the  nat¬ 
ional  team  management  all  of 
whom  were  at  Twickenham  yester¬ 
day  lo  hear  his  presentation.  That  it 
has  yer  to  be  debated  by  the  full 
council  of  the  RFU,  the  status  of 
whose  members  would  be  much 
reduced  under  the  terms  of  the 
proposals,  is  neither  here  nor  there 
if  the  game  faces  up  to  fundamental 
decisions  on  hcrw  it  should  be  run  in 
the  future. 

In  effect.  Brittle  has  abandoned 
the  priori  pie  of  a  “seamless"  game 
and  seeks  a  professional  arm  con¬ 
sisting  of  Club  England  and  the 
English  Rugby  Partnership  elute, 
at  present  numbering  24.  Though 
the  definition  of  amateurism  has  yet 
to  be  settled,  all  other  clubs  would 
form  the  amateur  backbone  of  the 

K:,  with  their  own  competitions 
ing  into  an  amateur  England 
team  that  would  play  its  own 
representative  matches. . 

"The  present  situation  is  unsus¬ 
tainable,  and  that's  not  just  in  our 
union  but  worldwide,"  Brittle  said. 
“Unless  we  do  something  about  it. 


and  quickly,  then  the  sport  is  in 
serious  danger.  I  have  spoken  with 
other  unions,  including  those  from 
the  southern  hemisphere,  and  the 
word  on  their  Ups  is  'amateur*." 

It  is  Brittle's  contention  that  poor 
financial  planning  by  previous  RFU 
administrations  has  created  a  situa¬ 
tion  in  which  money  is  draining 
away,  in  which  dubs  are  reducing 
the  numbers  of  teams  they  run  and 
administrators  at  junior  dubs  are 
being  overloaded  with  work.  Money 
coming  into  the  game  is  being  used 
to  pay  players  and  coaches  rather 
than  being  allocated  in  ways  that 
create  effective  growth  at  all  levels. 

He  acknowledges  that  investment 
must  be  made  in  Club  England  — 
the  national  team  at  senior.  A  and 
under-21  levels  —  because  the  RFU's 
revenue  streams  stand  or  fall  by 
their  success. 

Brittle  also  advocates  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  RFU  TV,  a  television 
company  run  by  the  union  and 
producing  its  own  signal  from 
Twickenham.  That  would  be  a  key 
component  in  raising  revenue  from 
its  present  annual  total  of  around 
£50  million  to  some  £300  million 
within  the  next  ten  years. 

“Over  the  next  few  years  there 
will  be  massive  changes  in  broad¬ 
casting  and  Internet  services,"  Brit¬ 
tle  said.  Existing  contracts, 
broadcast  and  commercial,  would 
be  honoured  but  most  expire 
around  2000  and  Brittle  seeks  to 
build  a  healthier  future  for  the  RFU 
over  the  following  period.  To  do 
that,  however,  he  seeks  agreement 
over  die  next  seven  months  that 
would  involve  die  management 
powers  of  the.  RFU  oounal  and 
committees  being  handed  over  to 
the  management  board,  to  the 
professional  staff  in  their  designat¬ 
ed  areas  of  expertise  and  lo  the 
provincial  unions. 

"The  present  culture  and  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  RFU  is  an  impediment  to 
the  development  of  the  game  in 
England."  Brittle  said.  Armed  with 
the  results  of  a  poll  of  member 
dubs,  he  will  take  his  vision  on  the 
road  in  January  and  hopes  that  the 
package  can  be  implemented,  in 
practice  or  in  theory,  by  the  annual 
meeting  in  July,  so  that  a  stronger, 
leaner  game  wDl  emerge  in  the  new 
millennium. 


DAVID  BURNER-PAGE 


The  sky  is  the  limit  for  Lewis  Capes,  according 
to  Bob  Dwyer,  the  Leicester  coach,  who  has 
been  instrumental  in  the  former  American 
footballer  making  the  switch  to  nigby  union. 
Capes,  pictured  abler  signing  for  the  Midlands 
dub  yesterday,  is  likely  to  play  in  the  second 
row  as  he  made  such  an  impression  in  the 
lineouts  when  playing  for  the  Leicester 
Development  XV  last  weekend,  taking  every 
ball  thrown,  by  Leicester  and  the  opposition. 
"Lewis  has  the  highest  jorap  in  the  club,  which 
is  unusual  for  someone  of  his  size,"  Dwyer 


said.  Dwyer  is  convinced  that  Capes,  son  of 
Geoff,  the  former  Great  Britain  shot  putter, 
can  make  a  successful  transition,  even  at  the 
age  of  27  and  even  though  he  has  not  played 
rugby  since  he  left  school.  "Of  course,  it's  a 
gamble,"  Dwyer  said.  “But  we  have  studied 
the  form  before  we  laid  the  bet"  Capes,  6ft  -tin 
and  22  stone,  has  signed  a  two-year  deal  and  is 
confident  that  he  has  made  the  right  move.  "I 
have  had  rugby  in  mind  for  the  last  couple  of 
years,"  Capes  said.  "1  know  a  lot  of  hard  work 
will  have  to  be  done,  because  I  can't  just  walk 


into  a  dub  like  this  and  expect  to  play.  But  the 
dub  puts  a  lot  of  store  in  developing  players.  I 
know  1  have  to  be  developed,  and  that's  what  1 
want."  Capes  will  undoubtedly  find  it  hard  to 
break  into  the  Leicester  first  learn  as  the  dub's 
first-choice  pack  contains  seven  internationals 
and  four  members  of  the  British  Isles  squad 
that  toured  South  Africa  last  summer. 
However.  Geoff  Capes  remains  in  no  doubt  as 
to  his  son's  prowess.  “He's  quicker  than  Lomu, 
stronger  than  Lomu  and  bigger  than  Lomu." 
Capes  Sr  said  yesterday. 


Rodber  may  resume  for  Northampton 


Rodber:  neurological  scan 


TIM  RODBER.  concussed  while 
leading  an  English  Rugby  Partner¬ 
ship  XV  against  the  New  Zealanders 
at  Bristol  last  month,  is  likely  io 
return  to  action  with  Northampton 
tomorrow.  Rodber  has  trained  with 
die  squad  to  play  London  Irish  at 
Sunbury  and  is  expected  to  play, 
although  the  XV  will  not  be  con¬ 
firmed  until  tomorrow. 

The  recommended  rest  period  for 
a  concussion  is  2!  days,  but  Interna¬ 
tional  Rugby  Football  Board  regula¬ 
tions  offer  a  proviso,  depending 
upon  medical  advice.  Rodber,  who 
was  injured  on  November  25,  has 
been  cleared  after  having  a  neuro- 
■lpgicaJ  scan  at  Northampton  Gener¬ 
al  Hospital.  "We  have  pulled  out  all 
the  stops  to  make  sure  things  have 


By  David  Hands 

been  done  correctly."  Ian  Mc- 
Geechan,  the  director  of  rugby  aT 
Franklin's  Gardens,  said. 

Rodber  wall  be  champing  at  the 
bit  to  return  after  missing  England's 
four  autumn  internationals,  not 
only  to  re-establish  his  credentials 
with  the  new  team  management, 
but  also  because  Northampton  are 
three  from  the  bottom  of  the  Allied 
Dunbar  Premiership  first  division. 
They  have  won  only  once  in  five 
outings  (against  Leicester),  al¬ 
though.  as  McGeechan  observed, 
only  four  points  separate  the  bottom 
clubs  from  Sale,  who  are  third. 

“The  sooner  we  get  ourselves  into 
action,  the  better,"  he  said.  North¬ 


ampton.  however,  will  be  without 
Martin  Bayfield,  the  England  lock, 
who  is  still  struggling  with  inflam¬ 
mation  to  the  groin.  Wasps,  ahead 
of  Northampton  on  points  differ¬ 
ence.  welcome  back  Alex  King  at  fly 
half  for  their  derby  game  with 
Harlequins  at  the  Stoop  memorial 
ground  and  give  Jonathan  Ions  a 
run  at  open-side  flanker. 

In  a  week  in  which  there  has  been 
growing  criticism  of  the  number  of 
overseas  players  in  the  Premiership. 
Saracens  give  debuts  to  Roberto 
Grau.  the  Argentina  prop,  and 
Gavin  Johnson,  the  South  Africa 
full  back,  against  Bath  at  Watford 
on  Sunday.  Saracens,  unbeaten  in 
six  outings,  lead  the  first  division, 
but  face  a  stem  examination. 


CRICKET:  SOUTH  AFRICA’S  UNDER-19  TEAM  TAKES  TOLL  OF  ENGLAND  WHILE  SENIOR  TEAM  CONTINUES  TO  PROSPER  IN  AUSTRALIA 


Franks  warms  to  the  task 


THE  SAPPING  Cape  Town 
heat  rook  its  toll  on  England 
Under-19's  inexperienced 
touring  party,  many  of  whom 
have  played  little  cricket 
abroad,  towards  the  end  of  the 
first  day  of  the  first  four-day 
international  march  against 
South  Africa  Under- 19  at 
Newlands  yesterday. 

Having  clawed  their  way 
back  during  the  post-lunch 
session,  England  were  unable 
to  contain  South  Africa’s  mid¬ 
dle  order,  and  Grant  Elliott  in 
i,  particular. 

W  The  home  side  finished  the 
*  day  on  2S5  for  six,  fractionally 
ahead  on  points.  On  the  basis 
of  rerent  under- 19  series  be¬ 
tween  Pakistan  and  these  two 
sides,  a  score  in  excess  of  250  is 
likely  ro  be  a  challenging  one. 
How' ever,  this  is  a  good  wicket 
with  mostly  even  bounce  and 
it  is  likely  to  become  quicker  as 
the  game  progresses. 

Perhaps  inexperience  also 
was  also  evident  in  the 
number  of  overs  bowled,  al¬ 
though  in  these  days  of  slow 
over-rates  it  would  be  churlish 
to  criticise  a  team  roo  heavily 
for  bowling  97  overs  in  a  day. 

However,  Elliott  and 
Jacques  Rudolph,  the  len- 


From  John  Stern 
IN  CAPETOWN 

hander,  flourished  off  the  last 
ten  overs,  against  the  new  ball, 
and  added  82  in  only  85 
minutes  for  the  seventh  wick¬ 
et.  Elliott  who  played  for 
South  Africa  Under-19  -  this 
time  last  year  against  Paki¬ 
stan,  pulled  the  last  ball  of  the 
day  from  Graham  Napier  to 
the  mid-wicket  boundary. 

England,  who  lost  the  toss, 
made  an  excellent  start 
through  their  captain,  Paul 


SCOREBOARD 


SOUTH  AFRICA  UNDER-19:  Rrsa  tonrgs, 

A  Putin*  c  Patera  b  Frarius  .  4 

A  Gew  c  Ranaaan  b  Swam  ..  - 55 

J  de  Nobrega  b  Franks . --  .  .0 

■M  Sir  eei  e  and  b  Swann . .79 

1M  van  Wyk  b  Franks  . . 15 

GEBicm  not  out  ..  •  •  . 85 

M  Lunb  b  Swann . 11 

J  Rudolph  not  am ..  .  .  . —  • 

Extras  (b  3.  to  4.  w  4.  rto  S)  . . 

Total  (6  wWs)  - 285 

M  Greed.  R  Pawrsen  and  V  Mpteang  *o  (ML 
FALL  OF  WICKETS  1-12.  2-12.  3-131. 
4-154.  5-164.  6-203 

BCWUNG-  Logan  1B-3-6M:  Franks  24-e- 
44-3;  hLvuer  6-V26-0.  Schofletd  15- 1-544. 
Swann  33-5-86-1 

ENGLAND  UNDER-19:  R  W  T  Key.  S  0 
Paere.  I  N  Flanagan.  O  P  Swam.  M  A 
Gough.  G  R  Haywood.  G  R  Newer.  *P  J 
Franks.  C  P  Scfioheid.  tN  J  Wilton.  R  J 
Logan 

Unpires:  P  Reypetl  and  J  Packer 


Franks,  of  Nottinghamshire, 
who  dismissed  Andrew  Put- 
tick  and  Justin  De  Nobrega  in 
the  spare  of  five  balls.  How¬ 
ever,  from  12  far  two.  South 
Africa  recovered  to  be  107  for 
two  ar  lunch,  thanks  to  Mat¬ 
thew  Street,  their  captain, 
who.  surprisingly,  has  not 
played  first  or  second-team 
cricket  for  Gauteng,  his  prov¬ 
ince. 

Street’s  timing  was  superb 
and  he  reached  the  boundary 
ten  times  in  making  79  before 
he  was  caught  and  bowled  by 
Graeme  Swann,  the  off 
spinner. 

By  that  stage.  England  had 
regained  their  hold  on  the 
game.  Swann  bowled  a  fine 
spell  of  16  overs,  unchanged 
between  lunch  and  tea,  taking 
two  for  29. 

Franks  also  bowled  with 
impressive  control  after  lunch, 
revelling  in  a  fascinating  con¬ 
test  with  Street.  He  conceded 
only  ten  runs  in  ten  overs  after 
lunch  and  took  the  wicket  of 
Mome  van  Wyk.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  he  was  less  effective 
with  the  new  ball,  but  he  will 
be  fresh  this  morning  and 
hoping  to  prevent  South  Afri¬ 
ca  from  reaching  350. 


Tough  route 
lies  ahead 
for  England 

AFTER  several  restful  days  in 
Hyderabad,  the  England 
women’s  team  were  made 
brutally  aware  of  the  obsta¬ 
cles  to  be  overcome  if  they  are 
to  retain  the  World  Cup 
(Thrasy  Petropolous  writes). 

A  330am  alarm  call  preced¬ 
ed  a  seven-hour  train  ride  to 
Vijayawada,  where  they  play 
Pakistan  today  . 

Vijayawada  is  an  Industrial 
town  175  miles  east  of  Hyder¬ 
abad  seldom  visited  by  tour¬ 
ists.  The  only  great  attraction 
is  a  temple  dedicated  to  the 
city's  patron  goddess.  Kanaka 
Durga.  goddess  of  riches, 
power  and  benevolence.  Be¬ 
nevolence  this  place  has  in 
abundance:  riches  and  power 
it  most  certainly  lacks. 

England  should  easily  beat 
a  weak  Pakistan  side  that  lost 
to  Denmark  by  eight  wickets 
on  Wednesday.  Furthermore, 
die  luckless  Pakistanis'  train 
journey  to  Vijayawada  fol¬ 
lowed  a  flight  from  Bangalore 
to  Hyderabad  that  was 
delayed  for  more  than  five 
hours. 


Klusener  keeps  his  nerve 


CHRIS  HARRIS,  who  needed 
to  hit  the  last  ball  for  six  to  give 
New  Zealand  a  World  Series 
Cup  win  over  South  Africa  in 
Hobart  yesterday,  was  thwart¬ 
ed  by  Lance  Klusener.  who 
produced  a  delivery  of  near- 
yorker  length  that  Harris 
could  only  edge  for  four, 
leaving  South  Africa  the  win¬ 
ners  by  one  run. 

Klusener.  who  won  his  sec¬ 
ond  successive  man-of-the- 
match  award  after  making  37 
and  taking  three  for  46.  had 
inspired  South  Africa  to  a  45- 
run  win  over  Australia  in 
Melbourne  on  Tuesday  with  a 
return  of  five  for  24. 

Although  South  Africa  are 
top  of  the  table,  their  batsmen 
have  stfll  to  exceed  200  in  four 
matches  and  174  for  eight 
against  New  Zealand  was 
another  disappointing  effort. 

Only  when  Klusener,  who 
went  in  at  No  3.  took  a  shine  to 
the  bowling  of  Shayne  O’Con¬ 
nor  did  South  Africa  threaten 
to  post  a  big  total.  First  with 
Herschelle  Gibbs  and  then 
with  Pat  Symcox.  Klusener 
kept  the  rate  at  around  four  an 
over,  despite  Chris  Cairns 
delivering  a  miserly  opening 
spell  of  seven  overs  for  12  runs. 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

Then  Harris  and  Gavin 
Larsen  combined  to  slow  the 
rale  to  a  crawl.  At  71,  Symcox 
hit  a  return  catch  to  Harris, 
then  Hansie  Cronje  and 
Klusener  were  run  out  as  three 
wickets  fell  for  two  runs.  Jomy 
Rhodes,  trying  to  paddle  a  ball 
from  Daniel  Venori  down  to 
fine  leg,  was  bowled  round  his 
legs. 

When  Shaun  Pollock  hit 
Nathan  Astle  for  four  in  the 
fortieth  over,  it  was  the  first 
boundary  for  54  minutes. 
Jacques  Kallis  went  for  45. 
after  Harris  juggled  and  final¬ 
ly  held  his  second  return 
catch,  but  Pollock  stayed  until 
die  last  ball,  from  which  he 
was  caught  in  the  deep. 

New  Zealand  started  disas¬ 


trously.  losing  their  opening 
pair  in  Klusener's  first  over. 
Cairns  smashed  five  quick 
fours  before  he  swung  once  too 
often  at  Klusener  and  was 
bowled. 

Stephen  Fleming  and  Craig 
McMillan  grafted  hard  but 
found  even  singles  difficult. 
Impatience  finally  cost  both 
their  wickets.  Fleming  driving 
loosely  at  Symcox  and  being 
caught  at  deep  mid-off  and 
McMillan  holing  out  to  mid- 
wicket  off  a  foil  toss. 

Adam  Parore  was  run  out 
by  Kallis,  Roger  Twnse 
chipped  to  Gary"  Kirsten  at 
mid-wicket  and  New  Zealand 
were  Ill  for  seven.  Harris, 
who  made  37,  and  Venori  (25) 
regained  most  of  the  Inst 
ground,  but  their  partnership 
of  62  was  nor  quite  enough. 


SNOOKER 

Doherty’s 
will  to 
win  denies 
Burnett 

From  Phil  Yates 
IN  BINGEN 

KEN  DOHERTY  used  his 
renowned  fighting  qualities  to 
recover  from  3-1  and  then  4-3 
down  to  defeat  Jamie  Bumen 
5-4  in  the  quarter-finals  of  the 
German  Open  at  the  Arlanris 
Rhein  Hotel  here  yes  lerdav. 

The  world  champion,  who. 
with  the  exception  of  his 
triumph  in  the  Rothmans 
Malta  Grand  Prix  last  season, 
has  endured  disappointing 
form  recently,  quickly  found 
himself  in  unexpected  trouble. 

Burnett,  a  22-year-old  from 
Hamilton,  who  has  never 
progressed  further  than  the 
last  32  of  a  uorld-rankine 
went  during  five  years  on  the 
professional  circuit,  comfort¬ 
ably  won  the  opening  two 
frames  with  breaks  of  94  and 
51  io  suggest  that  he  was 
capable  of  causing  an  upsei. 

Doherty  fortuitously  dou¬ 
bled  the  black  off  two  cushions 
to  a  baulk  pocket  to  steal  the 
third  before  Bumen.  who 
surprisingly  eliminated  Ste¬ 
phen  Hendry'  from  the  Grand 
Prix  in  October,  accounted  for 
a  scrappy  fourth  frame  to 
move  3-1  ahead  at  the  mid¬ 
session  interval. 

A  clearance  of  103  earned 
Doherty  the  fifth  frame  and 
when  he  drew  level  bv  adding 
the  sixth.  Bumen.  considering 
his  inexperience  at  top  level, 
was  entitled  to  feel  he  was 
about  io  be  engulfed. 

Instead,  the  former  United 
Kingdom  junior  champion 
fashioned  a  59  break  to  regain 
the  advantage  at  4-3.  but 
Doherty  battled  through  a 
40-minute  eighth  frame  and 
then  won  the  decider,  another 
tense  affair  full  of  safety,  on 
the  green. 

“I  can’t  believe  how  hard  I 
had  to  work  for  that,”  Doherty 
said.  “Jamie's  safety  was  excel¬ 
lent  all  day  and  that  made  my 
life  quite  difficult.  It’s  a  big 
relief  because,  as  world  cham¬ 
pion.  you  always  feel  an  extra 
responsibility  to  prove  your¬ 
self." 

Doherty  now  meets  Hendry 
or  John  Parrott  in  the  semi¬ 
finals.  Hendry,  who  remains 
favourite  to  win  the  L50.000 
first  prize  despite  failing  to 
win  a  tournament  since  the 
Benson  and  Hedges  Irish 
Masters  in  March,  showed 
ominous  intensity  during  an 
impressive  5-2  victory  over 
Jimmy  White  in  the  last  16  on 
Wednesday. 

He  leads  Parrott,  another 
old  adversary.  19-3  in  career 
meetings  and  will  not  lack 
motivation  to  improve  that 
record  after  his  6-5  defeat,  on 
home  soil,  in  the  qua  rter-finals 
of  the  Regal  Scottish  Masters 
at  Motherwell  three  months 
ago. 


Doherty:  made  to  work 


HOCKEY:  WORLD  CUP  TRAINING  MAKES  INCREASING  DEMANDS  ON  ENGLAND  PLAYERS 


*  Loughtonians  hoping 
to  cut  Cannock  lead 


Students  and  clubs  face 
testing  programme 


By  Sydney  Friskin 


By  Cathy  Harris 


THE  27  contenders  for  places  in 
England's  World  Cup  squad  who  had 
been  involved  in  a  ihreeday  traimnp 
camp  at  Lilleshall  returned  to  r 
dubs  yesterday  to  prepare  for _foer 

round  Niches  in  *e  Njrconal 
League  on  Sunday,  the  last 
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visitors.  Beeston.  who  put  them  out  of 
the  cup.  while  Reading,  in  sixth 
position,  have  a  chance  to  make  up 
ground  in  their  home  match  against 
Doncaster,  who  lost  the  first  encounter 
4-1  but  have  since  raised  their  game. 

Reading  will  be  without  Kochar, 
who  has  gone  into  hospital  for  a  leg 
operation  and  will  be  out  of  action  until 
the  new  year.  England's  next  training 
session,  in  Sidly  for  a  week  from 
January  7,  under  their  new  coach. 
Barry  Dancer,  will  handicap  Reading, 
who  are  taking  part  in  the  Los  Reys 
tournament  in  Barcelona  at  the  same 

tune  ,  , 

A  knee  operation  means  that  Luckes. 
the  East  Grin  stead  goalkeeper,  will 
miss  the  visit  to  Canterbury  and  with 
Griffiths  and  McConnell  unavailable, 
the.  defence  is  wdl  below  strength. 
Canterbury,  too,  are  without  their 
goalkeeper,  Triggs,  who  has  not  recov¬ 
ered  from  an  injury  received  last  week. 


ENGLAND'S  intensive  build-up  to  the 
1998  women's  hockey  World  Cup  is 
placing  increasing  pressure  on  the  13 
students  in  the  training  squad,  who  are 
trying  to  meet  their  playing  and 
academic  demands,  it  is  also  expected 
to  take  its  toll  on  dubs  who  will  be 
required  to  release  players,  for  mid¬ 
week  training  camps. 

The  international  programme  before 
the  World  Cup,  in  May,  indudes  a 
tour  to  Australia  next  month,  possible 
matches  at  home  against  Russia, 
Scorland  and  Australia,  and  away  to 
Holland,  and  a  four  nations*  tourna¬ 
ment  in  the  United  Sates. 

One  member  of  the  England  parly, 
Ludlla  Wright  is  studying  for  her  A 
levels.  Kirsty  Bowden.  19,  the  midfield 
player,  a  second-year  law  student  at 
Birmingham  University,  has  been 
given  permission  to  sit  her.  examina¬ 
tions  in  August. 

Fiona  Greenham.  the  England 


Under-21  captain,  is  studying  for  an 
MSc  in  Lniormaiion  technology  at 
Loughborough  University.  “It’s  nor  an 
insurmountable  problem  and  1  still 
believe  it's  possible  to  combine  work 
and  sport."  she  said. 

When  the  Women’s  National  Hock¬ 
ey  League  resumes  after  the  winter 
break  in  February,  dubs  will  lose  their 
England  players  lo  four  midweek 
training  camps.  Maggie  Souyave,  the 
England  coach,  said:  “The  priority  is 
the  World  Cup  and  no  one  in  their 
right  mind  would  disagree.  It  could 
have  been  a  lot  worse  and  although 
I'Ve  tried  hard  to  consider  tire  situation, ■ 
but  dubs  will  be  inconvenienced." 

Olton's  coach.  Gavin  Featherstone. 
understands,  but  said:  "You  cant  run 
roughshod  over  the  national  league.  A 
dub  coach  needs  at  least  nine  weeks  ro 
build  tip  consistency  and  continuity. 
Our  young  international  players  are 
on  a  frightening  merry-go-round." 


Help  inprove  jaw  mi's 
teefeeiue  this  Christnas 


Stroke  Savers 
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Young  blades  steer  collision  course 


Nilssoa  second  from  left,  feels  the  impact  as  the  blades  of  the  two  trial  boats  clash  on  the  Thames  yesterday.  Photograph:  Maze  Aspiand 


THE  aggressive  tactics  of  the  cox¬ 
swains  of  the  Oxford  University  trial 
eights,  Alex  Greaney  and  NeO 
O’Donnell  produced  a  fiercely  com¬ 
petitive  race  on  the  Thames  yesterday, 
although  neither  man  endeared  him¬ 
self  either  to  their  coaches  or.  indeed, 
the  umpire,  Tory  Dillon. 

The  two  crews,  which  included  six 
Blues,  three  full  internationals  and  the 
usual  multinational  mix  —  three 
Americans,  an  Australian,  a  Swede,  a 
German  —  raced  for  nine  minutes 
before  the  last  of  a  series  of  blade 


dashes  caused  the  race  to  be  halted 
just  before  Chiswick  Eyot 

Approaching  Harrods,  O’Donnell, 
coxing  Maverick,  appeared  to  be 
pushing  Iceman  over,  although  Dil¬ 
lon  was  warning  Iceman.  A  dash  of 
blades  followed,  leaving  Henrik  Nils¬ 
son,  the  stroke  of  Maverick,  fiat  on  his 
bade.  They  began  again  but  then  came 
a  further  crash,  which  left  James 
Rpycroft.  the  Maverick  N06.  with  a 
spaghetti-shaped  rigger. 

The  final  race  was  won  convincingly 
by  Iceman,  unsurprisingly  since 


Roycroft  was  an  effective  spectator. 
Sean  Bowden,  the  new  Oxford  coach, 
took  the  coxes  away  for  a  “private 
chat”  after  the  race  and  Steve  Royle, 
the  Oxford  rowing  director,  talked  of 
“castigation.  Between  them  they 
ruined  a  good  race.” 

Bowden  decided  to  stage  a  further 
race,  from  Hammersmith  to  Putney, 
yesterday  afternoon.  Maverick,  on  the 
Surrey  station,  took  an  early  lead  but 
Iceman  nibbled  back  and  won  by  a 
canvas.  There  were,  thankfully,  no 
dashing  problems. 


ICEMAN:  Bonri  R  H  Evelyn 
.LyaB-Coctte  (Kmiq'Sl  ChastarlS 
O J  T  Jonaa  (Mercfianr  Taytora 
HAyer  —  " 

Goods 

BrasenoM):  7.  *P  A  Berner  (Mission  Bay  HS  and 
(Htmitoi  and 

Ljncaki);  Cox,  *P  A  Greaney  (Abingdon  and  St 
Ednuid  Hal). 

MAVERICK:  Bow.  T  A  Dqyte  (Chetartwro  and  SI 
Edmund  HaB;  2.  E  W  T  Footer  (Eton  and  St 
CaBwrine'siia  S  M  Grime  {Knot  GS.  Austrato  ml 
Mtaton):  4,  RJKaByfThueton  Upper.  Oxtonl  end  New 
Colegej:  5,  J  Hecht  (StecB  Gym,  Wetter,  Germany  and 
K*33:6. -J  B  BoycnA  (Elan  and  7.  •  C  P  A 
Humphreys  (Hampton  and  Oriel);  Stroke.  L  H  K 
Nksoon  ffasfcdral  School.  Lund,  SwHdm  and  ttart- 
kxtfl;  Co i,  N  J  ODormoU  (St  Josephs  C3,  Buffalo  and 
Kabta}. 

*  denotes  8iuo 


SWIMMING:  CONFUSION  AS  OFFICIALS  ORDER  SECOND  RACE  FOR  BRITISH  TITLE 

Time  stands  still  for  Hickman 


By  Craig  Lord 

JAMES  HICKMAN  had  no 
sooner  won  the  200  metres 
butterfly  at  the  British  cham¬ 
pionships  yesterday,  thereby 
booking  his  place  in  the  team 
for  the  world  championships, 
rhan  he  was  told  he  would 
have  to  swim  the  race  again  on 
Sunday  to  be  confirmed  as 
national  champion. 

Hickman,  21.  clocked  Imin 
58.33sec,  seemingly  to  retain 
his  tide,  swimming  in  lane 
four  at  Ponds  Forge  in  Shef¬ 
field.  However.  Eddie  Dem¬ 
ent,  in  lane  three,  had 
dislodged  the  top  of  the  start¬ 


ing  block  as  he  dived  into  the 
pooL  A  protest  was  lodged  by 
Ian  Turner,  coach  to  Clement 
at  the  University  of  Bath. 

Officials  and  coaches  went 
into  a  huddle  to  pray  for 
clarity  and  it  was  an  hour 
before  the  white  smoke  went 
up. 

It  was  decided  that  the 
swimmers  would  race  again 
for  the  national  tide,  but 
Hickman's  tune  —  good 
enough  to  have  won  him  the 
silver  medal  at  die  European 
championships  in  Spain  last 
August  had  food  poisoning 
not  kept  him  out  of  the  race  — 
would  stand  and  ensure  his 


Answers  from  page  48 
CHIZZ 

(4  As  a  verb  "to  cheat  or  swindle''.  As  a  noon  chizfz)  is  a  swindle  or  a 
nuisance.  A  shortened  fonn  of  the  verb  to  chisel.  “I  suppose  Wemyss 
wasn't  a  member  of  die  Black  Spot?"  “I  should  think  he  jolly  well 
wasn't,  slimy  little  drizzerf* 

FIGURA 

(b)  In  literary  jargon,  a  figura  is  a  person  who  represents  some 
higher  or  supervening  reality.  The  Latin  for  “a  figure'*.  “The  poet 
wanl5  us  to  connect  the  Troy  legend  with  the  theme  of  his  poem  and 
to  sec  in  Aeneas  a  figura  of  his  own  hero.” 


BACKFISCH 

(a)  A  girl  in  late  adolescence,  a  teenager.  In  German,  literally,  “a  fish 
for  baking”.  “Marlene  Dietrich  conjures  up  the  little  Berlin 
backfisch  who  auditioned  for  The  Blue  Angel.'' 

FASCIOLA 

(a)  In  futL  fasciola  dnerea,  in  Latin.  sualL  grey  bandage.  A  thin 
layer  of  grey  matter  that  forms  the  posterior  continuation  of  the 
dentate  gyros  in  the  hippocampal  formation  of  the  brain. 

SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOTE 

I. . . .  cH  wins  a  dear  pawn  as  if  2,  bxc5  Rb8  wins  the  bishop.  2,  Bc3  Rb8  or 
Z  bfi  Rb8  also  leave  Black  a  dear  pawn  ahead. 


presence  at  the  world  champi¬ 
onships.  in  Perth,  Australia, 
next  month. 

The  national  title  will  be 
contested  again  at  the  end  of 
the  last  session  on  Sunday, 
while  the  race  yesterday  will 
be  treated  as  a  “world  champ¬ 
ionship  time-trial",  enabling 
Hickman’s  effort  to  be  regis¬ 
tered  on  the  world-ranking  list 
at  No  7  for  this  year,  ahead  of 
tiie  Imin  58.78sec  that  brought 
Stephen  Parry,  of  Liverpool, 
the  bronze  medal  at  the  Euro¬ 
pean  championships. 

Pany,  already  selected  for 
Perth,  did  not  race  yesterday, 
but  will  do  battle  with 
Hickman  in  the  100  metres 
today. 

Hickman  said  that  his 
dream  of  adding  the  world 
long-course  tide  to  tiie  world 
short-course  title  he  claimed  in 
Sweden  last  spring,  had  been 
revived.  This  was  “a  dean 
break  with  the  past” 

A  finalist  at  the  Olympic 
Games  in  Atlanta  last  year, 
Hickman  had  said  that  he  bad 
four  years  before  him  in  which 
to  “pick  off  the  other  eight  men 
in  the  final"  if  be  were  to  fulfil 
his  ambition  of  winning  gold 
in  Sydney  in  2000. 

Events  last  summer,  how¬ 
ever,  proved  that  life  is  never 
quite  that  simple. 

After  tiie  disappointment  of 
the  European  championships, 
Hickman  dedded  to  split  from 
Dave  Calleja,  his  coach  at 
Stockport,  and  he  will  make  a 
decision  about  his  future  when 
he  returns  from  Perth.  “After 


my  recent  problems  ...  I’m 
back  on  form  and  my  Olympic 
goal  is  dearly  in.  view,"  he 
said.  “I've  still  been  training 
60,000  [metres]  a  week  these 
past  three  weeks  and  there's  a 
lot  more  rest  in  me  yet  It 
means  I'm  back  again,  up 
among  tiie  top  ten  in  the 
world,  and  in  with  a  great 
shout” 

Paul  Palmer  and  Graeme 
Smith;  Britain^  -two  ^  medal’ 
winners  in  Atlanta,  took  the 
first  two  pladngs  in  tiie  400 
metres  freestyle. 

Palmer,  of  the  University  of 
Bath,  won  the  Olympic  silver 
medal  over  that  distance. 


Hickman:  fast  time  on  eve  of  world  championships 


Grrrasp  the  moment 


^ongue- 


/i 


GrrjrAham’s 

PORT 


while  Smith,  a  team-mate  of 
Hickman  at  Stockport,  woo 
the  Olympic  bronze  medal  in 
the  U%0  metres.  Both  swim¬ 
mers  had  already  been  select¬ 
ed  for  Perth. 

Fifteen-year-old  Melanie 
Marshall,  of  Boston,  Lincoln¬ 
shire,  is  likely  to  be  the 
youngest  member  of  the  world 
championship  squad. 

Her  third  placing  in  tiie  100 
metres  freestyle  behind  the 
more  experienced  Claire 
Huddart,  of  Leeds,  and  Kami 
Pickering,  of  Ipswich,  was 
good  enough  to  earn  her  a 
place  in  the  4x100  metres 
relay. 


Dracnla 

Radio  2,9:15pm 

I  ha  veto  say  that  I  rather  fike'Jhe  Radio  2  idea  of  a 
bode  reading  ax  this  hour  of  the  evening,  a  neat 
change  of  pace  at  the  right  time  of  day  on  the  right 
day  of  the  week.  Tonight  sees’ die  beginning  ofan 
eight-part  reading  by  Hywd Bennett of  Draatla, 
the  classic  horror  novel  by-Bram  Stoker,  which  is 
well  known  to  most  people  in  various  dramatic 
guises  but  1  suspect  not  known  to  many  in  its 
original  form.  More  is  the  pity  for  this  is 
tremendous  writing,  done  foil  justice  fry  Borneo, 
who  says  that  he  was  surprised  to  realise  how  good 
a  book  Draatla  is.  ftrt  of  its  quality  lies  in  the 
contrast  between  the  horror  erf  Count  Dracula  and 
the  naivety  of  Harker.  the  young  English  solicitor 
who  tells  the  tale. 


MOM  Karin  Graanfag  and  Zo6Ba»94»Shwnn  Mayo  1200 
Jo  Whtey.  Includes  1230pm  Newsbeal  ZAO  Mark  Radcfife 
AM  Dave  Pence  545  Newsbeal  &00  Pete  Tong:  Essential 
Selection  9.00  Judge  Ji*»  11-00  Westwood:  Radb  1  Rap 
Show  2JMam  One  n  the  Jungle  ADO  Charts  Jordan 


SjOOem  Serah  Kennedy  7M  Wat®  Up  to  Wogwi  *30  Ken 
Bruce  11JO  Jmmy  Young  1.30pm  Debbie  Thrower  100  Ed 
Stewart  5j05  John  Dum  7.00  Hubert  Gragg  TOO  Friday  Mght 
Is  Mutec  Night  0.15  Dracuta.  See  Choice  (1/8)  9J3Q  U&tgn.to 
the  Band  HUM  The  Arts  Programme  with  Sheridan  Modey  . 
12jD&>Mn  Charles  Now  4jD0  Diane  Louise  Jordan 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


tMMani  Hie  Breakfast  Programme  200  Nfcky  Campbell  1200 
Mdday  wtih  Mat  2.00pm  Ruscoe  on  Rve  4j00  Nationwide 
7 JOG  News  Extra  wth  Anree  Webster  7.30  Alan  Crash's 
Sportstak  A  debate  an  the  week's  sporting  issues  520  Friday 
Sport  Includes  Oxford  v  OPR.  Plus  Hfcfcard  Dunwoody  on  die 
outran  racteg  scene  10J0  Paper  Taff:  IIJM  News  Cxtra  12J0 
After  Hours  2JWem  Up  Afl  Night  500  Morning  Reports 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


SJJOwn  Jeremy  Clark  74J0  Lynn  Persona  1CLOO  (HU)  Robin 
Banks  (All)  Graham  Dene  1.00pm  (HU)  Nek  Abbot  (MW) 
tMiy  Homo  AM  Fiuss  'n'  Jom7M  {fVO  PaiM  Cofte  pot) 
Cain*!  Jonoe  IOlOO  Marie  Forrest 2j0amRtehad  Porter  . 


TALK  RADIO 


6J0m  BO  Overton  end  Carol  McGiffen  200  Scott  Chtehoim 
1200  Lorraine  Kefly  20Qpm  Tommy  Boyd  400  Paler  Oeeiey 
7j00  Moz  Dee's  Sportszone  IOlOO  Mka  ASon  IJDOem  Mbs 
Dlddn 


BMmd  On  Air,  with  Stephanie  Hughes.  Indudes 
Beethoven  (Viofin  Soraria  in  G);  Handel  (Organ 
Concerto  in  B  flat);  Bernstein  (Overture  Cantide); 
Debussy  (Reflets  darn  fEau,  Images);  Bizet  (La 
Masque);  Copland  (Four  Dance  Episodes.  Rodeo) 
aoo  Morning  Collection,  with  Peter  Hobday. 

Telemann  (Concerto  in  E  flat  tor  two  home);  . 
Schumann  (Viofin  Sonata  No  2  in  D  rrihort; 

Mysfivicek  (Wind  Octet  No  2  In  E  flat) 

10.00  Musical  Encounters.  Vaughan  Wffiams  (Overture 
Henry  V);  Byrd  K3  Mistress  Mine);  Grainger  (0 
Mistress  Mine);  Tchaikovsky  (Begfe);  Walton 
(Violin  Concerto);  Schubert  (Psalm  23);  Hartfce 
(Ascent  of  the  Equestrian);  Nedbal  (Valse  Trtste); 
Bitten  (World  of  the  SpM,  EKcerpts);  Strauss 
(Festmusik  der  Stadtwten) 

12.00  Composer  of  the  Week:  Goehr 
1.00pm  RaeDo  3  Lunchtime  Concert.  David  Pyatt, 
hom,  Martin  Jones,  piano.  Dana  (Horn  Sonata  in 
E  flat];  Strauss  (Andante.  AV86a);  Mandafesofn 
(Andante  and  Rondo  oapriccloso):  HSndamtth 

2.00  The  BBC  Archive.  A  trixrte  to  George  Malcolm, 
choirmaster,  conductor,  harpsichordist  and 
teacher.  Introduced  by  Sandy  Burnett  with 
contributions  from  Stephen  Cleobuy  and  Ian 


The  Food  Programme 

Radio  4, 1225pm  • 

I  suppose  that  one  of  tiie  perks  of  doing  a 
programme  like  this  is  that  from  time  to  ttmeyou 
get  out  of  the  office  to  see  what  is  cooking  m  some 
raocic  comer  of  the  world.  Today  Derek  Comer; 
lucky  chap,  reports  on  tiie  pleasures  of  Korean  food- . 
by  visiting,  er.  New  Malden.  That  is  tlw  New 
Malden  in  Surrey,  there  being  no  New  Malden  on ' 
the  38tb  paralleL  Ah  well  Cooper  may  be  pleased 
he  drridSd  not  to  visit  South  Korea,  which  the 
business  pages  suggest  may  have  to  hdd  a  dosing 
down  sale  before  much  longer.  But  the  programme 
says  that  there  will  at  least  be  buyers  for  Korean  ■ 
food,  which  is  mooted  as  the  Next  Big  Thing  m 
custne:  stand  by  for  various  kinds  of  cabbage, 
more  often  than  not  pickled.  Peter  Barnard  . 


WORLD  SERVICE 


BLOOam  Nowaday  6.15  Europe  Today  7jOO  News  7.15  Off  tfw 
Staff  720  MusfcRmtaw  200  News  5.10  Pause**  Thought  ; 
5.15  Westway  &30  John  Peel  MO  News.  News  in  German  . 
(648  ontyLSuOS  World  Business  Report  3.15  Chadrart  In' 
Conversation  230  BBC  Elfish:  Speakng  of  English  9X5 
Sports  Roundup  10JJ0  Newsdesk  1030  Assignment  11 JOO 
'  Newsdesk  1130  Focus  on  Faflh  12JOO  News  IZOSpni  World 
Business  Report  12.15  Britain  Today  12L30  Founders  of  their 
Falh  tum  Sports  Ftowdup  1J»  Newshor  ZOO  News  2J» 
Outlook  2J0  Mutitrade  Alternative  3J»  News;  News  In. 
German  (BAB  only)  MB  Footbafl  Extra  &15  Journey  to  the  ' 
Centra  of  the  Atom  3J»  Science  h  AeSon  4UOO  News  4.15  On 
Your  BehatiUaiheWdffcl  Today;  News  In  Gannan  (648  only) 
445  Britain  Today  5J00  Europe  T&day  5^0  Wortd  Business 
Report  545  Sports  Roundup  6jOO  Newsdesk  8JQ  Focus  oru 
Fatih;  News  te  German  (648  orfy)  7X0  News  7.01  OutkMk' 
7JS  Pause  lor  Thought  7J0  MuBBradc  AHemafive  8jDd; 
Newehour&OO  News  9JI6  Wortd  Business  Report  9.15  Britain 
Today  9J0  People  and  Pofitics  1CUJ0  Newsdesk  1050  The 
World  Today  1045  Sports  Roundup  11J»  News  11D5 
Outtook  1150  MuKIrack  Atemativa  12JOO  Newsdesk 
1Z30ten  From  the  WeeMes  1245  Britain  Today  140 
Newsdesk  1 40  Just  a  Mkute  2JM  Newsday  230  Paople  and  * , 
Pottcs  3.00  News  3JB  World  Business  Report  21$  Sports  4 
Roundup  3J30  Science  In  Action  400  Newsdesk  430  The  ■ 
Wortd  Today 445  Off  the  ShaB 


CLASSIC  FM 


OOOam  Nick  BaBey  wf&i  Morning  March  end  Breddasl 
Baroque  900  Henry  Kaly.  Mchaei  Barry's  Oassic  Reape  a 
chocolate  and  chestrai  nxtiada  Plus,  Classic  Masterpiece  and 
Kelly’s  CM)  Sandwich  100pm  Listener  Request  Hour  wtih 
Jane  Jones  200  Concerto.  Ravel  (Piano  Concerto  lor  the  Lafi 
Hand)  300 Jamie  Crick  &30  Newsnight 700 Smooth  Oessns 
at  Seven  with  John  Brunntng  300  Evenhg  Concert.  Bach 
(Ochestral  Suite  No  3  to  0);  Sr  Arthur  Bfiss  (Cantata— The 
Wbt«  is  Charged  with  the  Grandeur  of  God);  CP  E  Bach 
(Maiysficat  In  □  minor)  1000  Mfchaei  Mappei  ZOOoni 
Concerto  (r)  400  Saly  Peterson 


pertbmis  church  anthems  by  Jonathan  Ba&ishfi] 
John  Stanley  and  Waiiam  Crotch 

*25  S?®*  Witti  Tammy  Pearson 

5.00  toTuira,  w#r  Sean  Rafferty.  Music  tonight 
todudra  Strauss’s  Four  Last  Songs  performed  l 
KM-Te  Kanawa 

7M  ?“*0finai1*”  n°"  A  concert  given  In  April  in 
SymphonyHaB,  Barninghani.  Ruth Ziesak. 
soprano,  osabeth  von  Magnus,  contratto.  Paul 
Agnew.  tenor,  Klaus  Martens,  bass,  Amsterdam 
Baroque  char  mid  Orchestra  under  Ton 
Krawran.  BaJ  (Cantata  No  75:  Die  Elenden 
Soflen  foeen;  Cantata  No  104;  Du  Hfrte  Israel, 
toBi^CanMaNoTB:  Die  HirmieJ  Erzahten  tike 
enre  Gottes) 

“°  Christopher 

Cook  tote  to  Danri  waters,  writer  of  Batman 


400  Music  Restored.  The  final  concert  from  Ratio  3's 
special  day  of  Irwitelion  Concerts  at  the  Ftoy^ 
Academy  at  Musk,  celebrating  the  musical  fife  of 
tele  18th-cenMy  London.  The  Choir  of  New 
College.  Oxford,  under  by  Edward  t-figginbottom, 


505am  A.W)  Stripping  Forecast  600  News  Briefing 
Ti wfey  B25  Prayer  for  flie  Day  kSi 
Today  &40  Yesterday  m  Parlament  GL58  Vreafher 
SLOO  News  9J3S  Desert  {stand  Dices.  Sue  Lawte/s 
castaway  Is  thaertisi  Paula  Rego  (r) 

Dunktey  airs  fistaiers'  comments 
on  BBC  policy  and  programming 
10-00  (FM)  News;  Let’s  Cancel  The  last  of  the  series 
takes  a  look  st  how  present-day  patties  compare 
with  the  bate  of  fte  past  (4/4)  w 

10.00  (LW1  An  Act  of  Worship 
10.15  (LW)  On  This  Day,  with  Geoffrey  Wheeler 

10- 30  Woman's  Hour.  Rom  Manchester 

11- 3p7he  Natural  History  Programme  Presented  by 

wflh  Joanna  Plnnock  7 

124)0  News;  You  and  You*.  Consumer  raws  and 
current  affairs  with  Mark  Whittaker 
1225pm  The  Food  Programme.  See  Choice  1255 


TJX)  The  World  «t  One,  with  Nick  Cterte 
1.40  TTte  Archer.  M 1 JSS  Shipping  Forecast 

2.00  News;  Classic  Sadat  War  and  Peace.  A 

dramatisation  of  Leo  Tolstoy's  epto  novel. 
^frt»feed  by  Matey  Kahan  and  Mice  Walter 

ioo  Shm,  wflh  Laurie  Taylor 

4.00  News  44)5  KeWdcocope.  Dm  Martow  reflect 


■■wnoi  ure,  V4QH5  UUUJIUI 


,,  — - - -a  urnnoaa  ana  /V 

1140  Compoeer  of  the  Week:  Cole  Portw  m 

dwETg^,*!? composer  ^  ^  ’ 

1 4»  Throitfi  the  W^it,  with  Donald  Madeod 


toSk S >™*riesa 
o  mi 

*30  Coote 

aas!Ss?>ai™ 

"TS^HSsSBBr 
“SsaRMar1— — 
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124)0  Mowa  tgjftem  The  Late  Book  Mnln  J  mil 
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here  was  a  valedictoryfeel  to' 
Men  Behaving  Badly 
-JBBCl).  last  xfigt.  Shfch 
smacked  oi  Simon  Nye,  rtscreator 
AMdng  he  ought  to  slip  in  one' 
Iwifii  a  bit  of  finality  about  it — just ' 
incase.Tttis.yqa  see,  was  thelast 
ih:  ,&e ,■  pureat '  series  and.  -with 
Ksaadiwig  as  oDorinoosIy  success¬ 
ful  as  Men  Behaving. Badly  you 
never  quite .  know.  .  Can .  ttwjr.-'be 
bofiterecTip-dp  ft.  again? 'Same  13 
mflfian  of  us  and ,  one  Head  of 
Comedy-  at  &eBBC  wffl.be  hoping 
the  answer  is  yes.  : 

But  just  in  case  it  isn't;  Nye  — 
whoserwridng  has  been  on  toTific 
form  m  this  series  —  went  for  the 
end  ■  of.  another  era  with,  this 
qjisode.  So  a  Series  that  began 
.  with  the  improbable  ending  of  one, 
when 'Tuny  and.  Deborah  finally 
got  togjujwr,  closed  with  the-  end-  * 
ing  at  another.:  The  hoys'  sofa, 
wfikh  over  theyears  has  become 
something  of  a  cultural  icon,  had 
to  go  —  it  was  infested  with  fleasJ 


Short  of:Nye  resolving  tb;give  up- 
wrfting  disgusting  jokes;!  -can’t 
think  of  anything  t&t  threatened  . 
the  tore  of  mb  series-  more 
seriously.  Wftbpur  a  safe  stuffed 
with  two  decades  of  memories,  and 
a  lot  of  other  things  too  awful  to 
mention  in  the  cold  fight.  of 
morning,  is  ft  possible  for  ,men  to 
behave  badly  at  aDT 
The  same  thought,  occurred  to 
Gary,  as  he  and  "Kany  enjoyed  a 
final  slouchuperdied— *  for  reasons 
■  that  are  difficult  fo  explain  cal  a 
feiriy  sensitive  part  of  that famous* 
ly  rampant  chaflc 'figure.  “Have 
you  ever  noticed  how.  people  aver 
48  years  of  age  are  tiever'cmnSort^ . 
able  on  a  sofa*  they  always  yarii  a 
chair?"  Too  weird  for  me,  blit  not . 
of. course;  fi>r  Tatty-  ’TVeD.  they’re 
preparing  forrieatiu  matt"  -.7 
This  was  veiy  nearly  iheend.  ^y 
then,  -we  had'  been  treated  to  a 
veritable  J  flood  ctf  some'  of  the 
nastkst  and  funniest  lines  I’d  read 
for  ces;  two'  scenes  that  wifl  have 


brought  howls  of  protest  from  the 
RSPCA  and  the  sight  of  Tony 
suffering  from  a  hangover  so  bad 
it  had  made  him  cry.  No  doubt  a 
few-  at  you  wflj  findilybttrselve^  in 
similar  rircurtistances  over  the 
coming  three  weelqs.  Some  will 
reach  fer  the  liver  .saps,  others  for 
the  sweet  fizzy  drink^  but  none,  I 
’  trust  Will  follow  Team's  exampleof 
mixing  them  together... in  fris 
mouth. 

If  that  aU  sounds  trio  ghastly  for 
you.  I  quite  understand.  But 
some  -  of  -.file  j-  aireroatives 
around  last  night  -  were,  pretty  - 
ghasfiy  iwv  wfthewt  beangfuigay  act 
alL  Indeed,  file  only  perSQnjwhb 
might  have  smiled  just 
during  last  ruin's.  Di^Q 
(Channel  4}  was  Dr  Jack  Cunning1 
bam.  the  Agriculture  Minister 
currently  enduring  a:  tittle  spot  of 
unpopularity..  Banning  the.  bony 
bits-  of  cows  seemed  positively 
restrained  after  this  disconcerting 


end  is  Nye 


Matthew 

Bond 


of-’  some,  of  the  science 
I  fix  BSE  crisis.': 

If  its  style,  was  consparatcaial 
andatom^w theaod  y^cmiJd 

'moOedorba^^^^n  be  a  good 
idea)  die  con  tent  was  deverer  than 
that.  We  might  have  started  with 
the  old  djehi  of  the  lone  figure 
walking  through  a  desolate  land¬ 
scape  (“this  man  is  a  former 


gpvemnwnt  soentist . . but  it 
quickly  improved. 

Assuming  lap  McGill  was  who 
he  says  he  was  and  had  done  what 
hesaidhehad,  he  had  some  deeply 
disturbing  (but  not  altogether  sur¬ 
prising)  things  id  say  about  the 
strange  pressures  that  scientists 
have  worked  under  ever  since  the 
first .  British  cow  came  over  all 
wobbly.  Such  as  why  the  relevant 
committee  never  saw  an  American 
research  paper  ihai  showed  mon¬ 
keys  contracted  a  BSE-like  condi¬ 
tion  after  being  fed  about  one 
ounce  erf  inferred  material. 

Or  why  the  likely  link  between 
BSE  and  another  spongiform  en¬ 
cephalopathy,  in  cats,  one  of 
McGill'S  own  areas  of  research, 
was  allegedly  censored  by  govern¬ 
ment  scientists.  They  deny  ft.  Or 
why  there  has  been  such  a  long 
delay  in  commencing  research  to 
discover  whether  BSE,  having 
come  from  scrapie-infected  sheep 
in  the  first  place,  has  now  returned 


to  the  sheep  population  in  its  new 
form.  Suddenly  that  European 
Union  call  for  a  ban  on  lamb  chops 
didn't  seem  quite  so  unreasonable. 

it's  easy  to  get  carried  away, 
especially  in  file  face  of  such  a  well 
presented  argument.  But  most  of 
the  scientists  had  not  —  they  were 
alarmed  enough  to  hope  that  their 
children  cultivated  an  early  taste 

for  chicken,  but  realistic  enough  to 
know  that  for  the  rest  of  us  they 
could  do  no  more  than  point  out 
that  there  was  an  as-yet  unquanri- 
fiable  risk  to  eating  beef  and 
possibly  lamb... that  we  might 
like  to  bear  in  mind  while  we  are 
shopping.  If  half  what  the  pro¬ 
gramme  alleged  is  true,  the  official 
inquiry  into  the  handling  of  the 
BSE.  crisis  could  be  dynamite. 

On  BBC2,  Scare  Stories: 
Going  Overboard  seemed 
just  as  cogently  argued,  ar 
least  at  first  glares.  But  it  is  the 
second  glance  that  is  malting  this 


series  so  unsettling-  It  is  not  the 
debunking  of  accepted  environ¬ 
mental  wisdoms  that  is  the  prob¬ 
lem  (in  this  case  file  dumping  of 
waste  at  sea)  but  the  manner  in 
which  if  is  debunked.  What,  for 
example,  had  all  these  Greenpeace 
campaigners  been  told  which  per¬ 
suaded  them  to  contribute  to  a 
programme  that  appeared  to  show 
that  they  were  a)  cynically  manipu¬ 
lative  and  b)  wrong? 

There  was  nothing  wrong  with 
deep-sea  dumping,  we  were  told 
by  that  well  known  marine  scien¬ 
tist,  er,  Praucine  Stock.  This  was 
the  other  thing  about  the  pro¬ 
gramme  —  highly  contentious 
points  were  delivered  by  an  un¬ 
qualified  voice  (forgive  me  Fran- 
one,  if  you  really  are  the  Jacques 
Cousteau  of  Television  Centre)  that 
we  associate  with  objectivity.  Scare 
Stories,  however,  is  provocatively, 
even  gloriously,  subjective.  Noth¬ 
ing  wrong  with  that  at  all  —  just 
don't  pretend  otherwise. 
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6J00m  Business  Breakfast  (62763) 

7.00  BBC  Breakfast  New*  (T)  (50831) 

8.00 Good Uvfog  (126721 8) 

9J2S  Style  CtmUanga  (1245725) 
aSOKBroy  (T)  (2984015) . 

1<L30  Cant  Cook,  Wont  Cook  (T)  (1754880) 
10£5The  Rutty  Useful  Show  (T)  (8753454) 
11 .35  Change  That  (3979305) 

12-00  New*  (T)  and  woaflher  (9493812)’  . 
12.06pm  CaH  My  Bluff  (2604305) 

1245  Give  Us  A  Clue  (5377893) 

1.00  News  (T)  and  weather  (60218) 

140  Regional  Mows  (17446034) 

1 .40  The  Weather  Show  (86340893)  ' : 

1.45  Neighbours  (T)  (68873748) 

2.10  Patrocafli  (r)  (1055638)  ' 

3.00  Vets'  School  Their  five  years  continual 
study  over,  the  would-be  vets  take  foeir 
final  exams  (r)  (5831)  • 

3.30  Pfaydarys  (7703102)  340  Dfoobabtes 
(7790638)  4.10  Casper  (3325218)  445 
Record  Breakers  (2692928)  540  .  '  - • 
Nevreraund  (!)  (6488003)  5.10  Hue  Peter 
0)  (6392251) 

545  Neighbours  (r)  (T)  (508247) 

6.00  News  (T)  and  weafrer  (367) 

640  Ragtona!  (947) 

T  OO  Weekend  Wkfehdog;  with  Alim 
Robinson  (T)  {7812} 

740  Top  of  ihe  Pops  (T)  (?31)  . 

8.00  999  Ufesavers.  AChristmas  crisis  when 
festivities  were  ntined  by  two  medical 
emergencies;  aquad-bfite  crash  that  left-, 
the  teenage  rider  bteedng  to  death.  Plus: 
how  to  spot  the  leB-tafe  sigyis  of 
meningitis  (T)  (6560)  .■ 

840  Only  Fools  and  Horses:  Sleeping 
Dogs  Ue  The  Trotters  agree  to,  bajfog- 

-  sflters,.  while  Boyae  and'Mariene^ton-- 
"  hoftiay  (r)  (T)  P3B7IT;* ,3  *  ?-r'T 

940  News  (T)  end  weather ’(4947) 

940  Hetty  Wafathropp  tnveettgatea:  . 

Senring  the  Cdmmunttyl-teay  agrees  to 
track  down  the  gangof  thugs  responsible 
tor  attacks  on  tocpl  restaurant  owners. 
With  Prtriria  Rot4edgan>  ^90947) 
10b20RBH|  ThsWbgan  Yaarai  .  . 
j  Impressionist  Rory  Bremner's. 

If  ‘debut,  "and  Werviews  "with  Robtrr 
WHSams,  Michael  Caine,  Joan  FSvers, 
SheSey  Winters  and  Georga  Bums  -10 
••  name  but  a  few  (T)  (19227^  WALES:'- 
1040  For  One  Ni^n  Only.  Aled  Jones 
performs  a  satedjon  of  drawstopping - 
.  classics  (192279)  1046  The  Wogarr 
"  Years  (277657)  1140  FILM;1  Fodi  .  Way 
(653980)  1.15am  Chris  de  Burgh  In 
Concert  (433619)  2.15  News  (1956954). 
240  BBCNews  24  /• 

1040  Foul  Play  (1978)  Comedy  adventure, 
bmm  with  GoicBe  Hew,  Chevy  Chase,  Buigsaa 
BlOl  Meredith  and  Dudley  Moore.  An  innocent' 
woman  gets  caught  up  in  a  plot  to  minder 
'  the  Pope.  .bit.  can’r  convince  emycro. 
she's  la  danger  —  apart  tram 
who  has  fatten  hopetessrfy  krtove  wifii  her, . 
Directed  tv  Cofln;^^^  (8333829^ 

.  12.45am Chile  -  da  -  Burgh  ki  ICboicert 
M  (43670Q 
*145  Weather  (7211313) 

140  BBC  News  24  * 


VfcleoPtait  ^ WyM*a1%iCodwi 

The  numbora  next  to  «rfi  TV  progWrime 
Bering  ara'Vidao  PlusCcxto*"  number*. 
allow  you  to  uiogramme  your  video  moordar, 
instep  with  a  WdaoP1u*+•,l  haidwt  Tap  In 
the  Video  PlusCocte  for  ftw  jxograrnma 


wish  to  record  ifideoptos-f  ,  -- — 

and  Video  Progfemmer  are  troriomaita 
Qemalar'  Davafopmant tkL 


640am  SodsfSdencarfrA  Global  Cutture?. 

(83744)  640 Your  Race  or  Kfine?  (21831) 
740 See  Hear ,  Breakfast  News  (!) 

(3279102)  - 

7.15  Teletubbies  (r)  (2468102)  740  Yakky 
l .  Duck  (r)  (8826763)  8.05  Smart  (r)  ( 0 
’  ,(B011980)  840  WfBam'S  VWsh 

-9.10  The  Fugitive  (r)  (I)  (1826102)  1040 

•  .  Tetefobbies(12183>  f  ‘ 

1040  San  Francisco  (1936,  h/w)  Melodrama 
focusing  oh  the  fife  and  loves  of  high- 
spirited  satoon  owner  Clark  Gable,  in  the 
pakfoleadfogTjptotiiRdeiastafirig  1906 
earthquake.  Also  with  Jeanette 
MacDonald  and  Sp&icer  Tracy.  Directed 
:  .  by  W.  &  van  Dyke  H  (97563251) 

1240pm  Deechgrove.  CuiUngs.  (9495270)' 
;  •  1240  Working.  Lunch  (28657)  140  The 
’  Uttte  Pciter  Bear  (t)"  (33960676)  145 
•••  praga  if)  B3960947)  1.10  The  History 
Hour;-  Last  in.  series :  (2437454)  2.10 
^fog,- Going,  Gone  (64603251)  240 
News  (T)  (7859270)  . 

2A59wtannrinB  LWe  cioverege  of  .  foe  British 

•  -i: ;  Chanftonsrtps  fitan  Sheffield  (5906299) 

'  345  Ndwa  (7)  .and  weather  (9365378)  340 
; i  -  The  VMage  (r)  (72^  440  Ready  Steady 

K‘  Cook  (580)  440i7hrough  the  Kiwtioie 
.  (26912901.445  E^ber'  record''  breatera. 

.  <  .  (507O72SJ  540 Today’s  the  Day  (t16) 

'*  8.00  The  Shn^sone  (T)  (1 12473) 

940  Star  Trek  (T)  (78572^  -  • 

7(15  Power. Moves  Extreme  spoiling  action, 
featuring  radv-efimbers  and  high-speed 
mountain  skiing  -  (369299)  -  • - 
740  Hwriair  Rtghts,  Horhan  Wrongs  The 
impact  of  muttfoalkraal  companies  on 
_  Burma,  Coiombla,  West  Papua  and  the 
Phfllppines.  Last  In  series (^9305j) 

.  740  Earth  and  -life  The  work  of  research 


-.i ...  -  ecferittte'  cm  the  Gaiapagos'lslande'frj 
(47^' T 


Ewictndnglhe  beaches  (B40pm) 


8401 


War  Waite  If:.:  Duiridik 
-“■■■i  Rfchard  +46tmes  ■  walks  the 
;  beaches  at  Dunkirk  and.  boards  Motor 
.  ..  Torpedo  .  Boat  102  with  .  ,  wartime 
ijcommendar. Christopher  Dreyer  to  recall 
:  '  foe'  evacusfflori  of  Brtish  troops  In  May 
v:  . 1940. (T)  (4102)  L  ;  ' 

*  940  Geoff  Hamilton's  Paradise  Gardens 
(r)(T)T4639).“ 

9.00Shoo(tng  Sfenr  (r)  (T)  CS89) 

940  Tha  Fast  Stiwa  Comedy  sketch  ^raw(T) 
•;  •  (1800^  •  ./ 

1040  Have.  I  Got  News  for  You  Satirical  news 
....  qwz (02744)  •  •;  ■  - 

1040  NewivdgM  (7)  (356909)  ..  .. 

11.15  Tlw  -A-  Force  The  best.- in  War*: 

7  '  entertafomert <836386)  -  '  v:-- 

:  7 40am  Human  Rights,  Human  Wrong*  (r) 

■  r.  (4659481)  '. 

1.10  VB5Stifi  series  (T)  (9369874) . 

1 45  Wsiaftwr  (72151®)'-.- 


6.00am  GB6TV  (2752875) 

945  SiqaerinarkM  Sweep  (7)  (1255473). 
*945  Regional  News  and  weather  (7008015) 
1040 The  Time,  the  Place  (16909) 

1040 This  Homing  (T)  (97590305) 

1240pm  Regional  News  (9499096) 

1240  News  (T)  and  weather  (5303218) 

1245 the  GMlllon  Police  (T)  (5388909) 

145  Home  and  Away  (73617270) 

140  Murder,  She  Wrote:  Shooting  In  Rome 
(4515367) 

240  WALES:  The  Putee  (T)  (4018305) 

240  Yan  Can  Coolc  The  Best  of  China 

(401830S); 

340  News  (R  and  weather  (881 0283) 

345  Regional  News  (T)  (9^0724) 

340. Jays’  World  (2130473)  3A0  Tech 
.  (2127909)  345  Bernard's  Watch 
‘  (7717303 .4.15  The  Best  of  Hay  Arnold! 
•  -(T)  (3319657)  4.40  Fun  House  (T) 
(3443760)  .  '  .'. 

5.10A. Country  Practice  (9372589) 

SAQ  Nows  ob  and  weather  (284763)  '  . 

640  Home  abd  Aaray  fr)  (T)  (371760) 

645  Regfonal  Weather  (904541) 

'  640  Reglonaj  News  (T)  (265) 

7.00  Bruce’s  price  Is  Right  (T)  (2980) 
74SCoroms3fon  Street  Sally  reaches  a 
painful  |decfeion;-';Bnd  Las  has  a 
suggestion  to  pti  to  Des  (T)  (299) 
g.OO^BM9The  BID:  Humpty  Dumpty 
■Hi  Asfflcra  has  a  bad  first  day  at 
Sun  Hi  when  he  and  Stampseea  boyfaU 
-  trom  the  rperf  oi  a  building  (1/3)  (B328) 

;  840BBnd  IMiE  Stop  lie  Vlhds  Rumours 
spread  that  Phi) .  is  secretly  courting 
Graham's^rtfe  (t)  (4873)  . 


dcia;  oi* 


Penny  Smith  (9.00pm) 


940  Host 
..  Penny 
tracking 
criminais 

1040  News  (I) 
1040  Regional 
1040  Dying  Y. 


Dermot  Murnaghan  and 
appeal  for  pubfic  .h^3  .ln 
Brtain's  most  warted 
(6857) 

weatha  (89270) 

and  weather  (754657) 
(1991)  with  Julia  Roberts 


end  Campbell  Scott.  A  directionless 
young  Woman  becomes  a  nurse  to  a 
young  mart  who  te  dying  of  leukaemia. 
•  Directed  btf  Joel  Schumacher  (T)  (10034) 
1240am  The  Paul  Roes  Show  (331 1 139) 

2.10  Quicker  Ttpm  the  Eye  (1982)  with  Ben 
Gazzara,  Mary  Crosby  and  Catherine 
JarrelL  An  'American  magidan  avi  his 
assistant  upwaflngiy  become  involved  fo 
an  assassination  pfoL.  Directed  by 
Nicofas  Gessner  (806145) 

340 Coffins  and  Maconfe's  Movie  Club  (r) 
(57869481)1. 

440  Jones  and  Jury:  Hsetti  v  Lee  (r) 
-.-£23808348)1., 

440  Coach  (74280416) 

5.00  CoronaikMf  Sheet  (r)  (T)  (44706) 

540  News  (364 -is)  ' 


CENTRAL 


As  HTV  West  except 
1245-145  A  Country  Practice  (5388909) 
240440  Our  House  (4018305) 

5.10-5.40  Shortfend  Sheet  ^372589) 
645-7.00  Certtnd  News  (958744) 

1040  Central  Weekend  Live  (58468541) 
12.15em  Campus  Cops  (78459) 

12L45  The  Paul  Ross  Show  (849416) 

2.15  The  LADS  (17665) 

2.45  Box  Office  America  (1912961) 

3.10  Baywatoh  (8519771) 

440  Central  Jobfinder  *97  (9986868) 
540  Asian  Eye  (4420313) 


As  HTTV  West  except 
1240pm-1240  I  Ruminations  £9499096) 
1245  Home  and  Away  (5388909) 

145  WBd  About  Devon  (97438693) 
145  Westcountry  Update  (46695960) 
245-340  Blue  Heelers  (1052541) 

5,10-5^0  Home  and  Away  (9372589) 
6.00-740  Westcountry  Live  (23102) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1255-145  Shorttand  Street  (5388909) 
140  Perfectly  Pets  (94433819) 
240-34Q  Highway  to  Heaven  (8987251) 

5.10- 5.40  Home  and  Away  (9372589) 
&00-740  Meridian  Tonight  (23102) 
iOOm  Freescreen  (44706) 

As  HTV  West  except:  • 
1245sH25WHat'sTHy fclrier (5388909) 
140  Backstage  (94433819) 

240-340  Highway  to  Heaven  (8987251) 

5.10- &40  Shorttand  Street  (9372589) 
645-740  Anglia  News  (958744) 


Starts:  7.00am  The  Big  Breakfast  (43541) 
9.00  Something  So  Right  (1250928) 

945  Rtaic  The  Fanner  Takes  a  Wife 

(85039831) 

1145  The  Trouble  with  KMs  (8891305) 

11-35  SopMe’s  Meat  Course  (3962015) 
1200  Sesame  Street  (86183) 

1230pm  Rkrid  Lake  (13725) 

140  Sot  Metthrin  (50550270) 

1.15  Slot  Synfedaa  Safi  (50555725) 

140  Gardens  Without  Borders  (17420096) 

1.45  Racing  from  Cheltenham  (11924725) 
4.00  Rfteeo-to-One  (928) 

440  Deals  on  Wheels  (812) 

5.00  5  Pump  (9706) 

540  Countdown  (164) 

640  NewydcBon  (468164) 

6.10  Heno  (911742) 

740  Pobor  y  Cwm  (149947) 

74S  Y  Ctwb  Rygbl  (602473) 

840  Cefn  Gwtad  (927D) 

840  NewydcBon  (8305) 

9.00  Pewb  si  Pam  (4299) 

IOjOO  Brookside  (655522) 

1045  Friends  (264183) 

1145  Rory  Bremner  — Who  Else?  (670251) 
1145  Crapston  VDIas  (607560) 

1200  TH  Friday  (9720110) 

1.05am  FUm:  Rentadlck  (513077) 


CHANNEL  4 


5J55am  Sesame  Street  (55473) 

740 The  Big  Breakfast  (43541) 

940  Something  So  Right  (1250928) 

945  The  Farmer  Tates  a  Wife  (1935,  b/W) 
istonfog  Henry  Fonda  and  Janet  Gayrrar 
A  romantic  comedy  about  a  tarm  boy  wtra 
wfos  his  giri  after  proving  he  is  not  a 
coward.  Directed  by  Victor  Fterreng  (T) 
(85038831) 

11 45  The  Trouble  with  Kids  (5/5)  (T) 
(8891305)  1145  Sophie  s  Meat  Course 
(r)  (T)  (3962015)  1200  Sesame  Street 
(66183)  1240pm  Light  Lunch  (47021) 
140  Village  FuB  of  Cooks.  A  portrait  of  a 
viflaga  to  the  south  of  Madras  (17420096) 

145  Racing  from  Cheltenham  Recorded 
coverage  of  the  first  three  races  and  five 
coverage  of  the  1.55,  240,  346  and 
JL40  races  (11924725) 

440  FHtoen40-Otw  (T)  (928)  440 

Countdown  (T)  (2686367)  445  Ricki  Lake 
(I)  (5065803)  540  Pet  Rescue  (T)  (104) 
6.00TF1  Friday  The  guests  indude  Alan 
Hansen  (21744) 

7.00  Channel  4  News  (T)  (363947) 

745  The  Political  Slot  (823657) 

.  840 The  Best  of  Collectors’  Lot  John 
McCririck’s  collection  of  hats  (4/6)  (T) 
(9270) 

840 Brookside  Mick  has  his  day  In  court  and 
Barry  issues  Lindsey  with  an  ultimatum 
HI  (8305) 

9.00  ■Hlg  Friends:  The  One  with  the 
Ultimate  Fighting 

Champion  Chandler  finds  Ms  male  boss 
Is  becoming  a  fittte  too  friendly.  Monica's 
new  boyfriend  Is  addicted  to  fighting.  The 
group  overhear  a  scandalous  conver¬ 
sation  fo  Certral  Perk.  Btty  Crystal  and 
Robin  WISams  guest  star  (T)  (411589) 


Elton  DeGeneres  (945pm) 

945  Ellen:  The  Parent  Trap  EOen  tries  to 
recondte  her  estranged  parents. 
Featuring  a  guest  appearance  by  Edrfie 
Fisher  (T)  (201367) 

10.00  Frasier  Ask  Me  No  Questions  Niles 
asks  Ms  brother’s  advice  (7)  (8781 2) 
1040  Rory  Bremner  —  Who  Else?  Satirical 
political  humour  (350725) 

11.10  Crapston  Villas  (T)  (020251) 

1145  TH  Friday  (i)  (346367) 

1240am  Rentadlck  (1972)  with  Janies  Booth. 

HA  comedy  about  an  incompetent 
detective  on  the  trafl  of  stolen 
experimental  nerve  gas.  Directed  by  Jim 
Clark  (412868) 

210  Springhlll  (4661 145) 

3.15  Wake  Up  and  Live  (1037,  Ww)  A  musical 

9  satire  about  an  American  radio  station 
with  Water  Winch  ell  and  Ben  Bemfe. 
Directed  by  Sidney  Lanfleld  (668394) 
445  American  Gambit  A  chess  match 
between  Garry  Kasparov  and  young  New 
Yorkers  (r)  (1683145) 

545 Tertytoons  (6496023) 


CHANNEL  5 


CHANNEL  5  ON  SATELLITE 
Channel  5  is  now  broadcasting  on 
transponder  No  63  on  the  Astra  Satellite. 
Viewers  with  a  Videocrypt  decoder  Witt 
be  able  to  receive  the  channel  free  of 

63  are  [S^^1^2075aSter^ind: 
7.02  and  740  MHz 


8.00a  5  News  Early  (4450763) 

740  Milkshake!  (773052?)  745  KaWarrH 
(9322015)  840  Havakazoo  (r)  (5706229) 
8.30  WfdeWorfd  The  life  and  work  of  Charles 
Darwin  (1/10)  (4921070) 

9.00  Espresso  (7294015)  1040  Exclusive  (r) 
(4659454)  1040  Was  It  Good  for  You?  (r) 
(6253314) 

1 1 40  Leeza  (3578676)  11 J50  Double  Espresso 
(90134947)  1200  The  Bold  and  foe 
Beautiful  (T)  (2558706)  1240pm  Family 
Affairs  (r)  (I)  (1750812) 

1.005  News  Update  (88092102)  1.05  Sunset 
Beach  (T)  (4343034)  200  5's  Company 
(3548812) 

340  Bridesmaids  (1989)  with  Shelley  Hack, 

MSeta  Ward,  Stephanie  Faracy  and  Jack 
Coleman.  A  drama  about  the 
relationships  and  tensions  between  four 
women  who  are  reunited  for  the  firet  time 
in  20  years  when  asked  to  be 
bridesmaids  at  a  friend's  wedding.  LHa 
Garrett  (ftects  (9747928) 

5405*8  Company— Ute  Extra  (56004909) 
540 Whiffle  (T)  (4916676) 

840 100  Per  Cent  (4913589) 
640RunByAffaks  (!)  (4907541) 

7.00  Name  That  Ihne  (5365454) 

740 Exclusive  (4960725) 

840  Fame  and  Fortune  The  Gfestyle  of 
•  Engelbert  Humperdinck  (i)  (5374102) 
'840  S  News  (17(5360909) '  '  ' 


Hume  Cronyn  and  Jessica  Tandy  (9pm) 

9.00  Foxfire  (1087)  starring  Jessica  Tandy, 
Hume  Cronyn  and  John  Denver.  The 
story  of  an  Appalachian  family  coming  to 
terms  with  their  roots  and  their  future. 
Directed  by  Jud  Taylor  (32772812) 

1045  La  Femme  Nfldta  (6669522) 

1140  Lerac  The  Dark  Zone  Stories  Sd-fl 
drama  (7514454) 

1.40am  Go  To  the  Light  (1988)  starring 
Joshua  Harris.  A  drama  about  a  couple 
whose  eight-year-old  haemophiliac  son 
Is  diagnosed  with  Aids.  Directed  by  Mike 
Robs  (6068619) 

340  The  Outlaw  (1943.  bM  starring  Jane 

mm  Russell,  Jack  Buetel  and  Walter  Huston. 

dilUlThfe  western  about  Billy  foe  Kid  was 
made  famous  by  the  row  over  Russell's 
cleavage.  Howard  Hughes  directs 
(2286961) 

5.15  The  Rood  Country  and  western  music 
(15556431) 

540 100  Per  Cent  (r)  (7179752) 


SATELLITE  AND  CABLE 


•  For  farther  listings  see 
Saturday's  Vision  ,  _ 

SKY  1  ; 

8U»wn  stonrfno  rtooasif 

(25744)  1IU»Am»wVVbrtflIB4ariZ)1MO 
Kwsdourbws  pi3^iaron»opgi 
WWrsy  Show  tSSTOBI  .IJWr* 


41MM  C337BSF  >4#  Th»  .Ttonfc  (feSS) 
ipsassg  taas  ftW  (IMS} 
.(53392183)  12£tam  Thai  BMoMbafl  Bto- , 
:  rlM  (1W9  fiaa»0|  2J3S  Dr  JakyS  and 
-  HaHyda (1»4) (60832^, 4.1  OJburo-y to 
.7tti»CaaW*>c4rBa»Baftii  {ISCS)  (3883291  ' 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD 


K*  -.psore^iso^ .740  IWMtf  7V  m (820*2077114101 
(7813)  aoo  v  •'  1 


( fW  PS454V^  «n- 

star  Ttok.  - 

Ptay  (3BT7A3S)  > 

SKY  BOX  OFFICE 


Each  Urn  awls  QUUpa  wwarig 


$MS7827q  9UOO 
(tteq  (5B886SSI}.  , 

ptobtopOW) 

iSfflSfi  SUA .Ylbfl..  StZoSSU 

tfl^M^etysjoacaoae  ■ 

dcYSpdrwsi 


taro  Trane  Worid  sport  (2779622)  1UIO 

.  NHlj  'FVMwrwak  .■  p68fi63fl} tzro  n» 
-Hoefey-  (4234416)  lOOun  Trans  Worid 
Sport  (DKM-I82)  s JIO  Sports  Cartro 
(3S9B5D^  Oro  Foatbah  (707S481) 

SKY  SPORTS3  _ 

Toni  Worid  Sport  (B1542S76) 
lines' (St£SB096)  2J»  Bobby 
Ftxrtbsl  .Scrapbook  (32612096)  - 
030  Worid.  Sport  Specsrf  (2B8S«8a) 

Trans  Wod3%«t(3S80Ea3^  ELM  Vtortdrt 
S^IO  P083B837>  .  53O  Olympic  Series 
'  (24606812)  SJO  HlBb  S.(2®74744)  7 M 
NHL  Pmwwoek  (S666998Q)  840  Notbal;  ' 
England  v  New  Zsatend  (56885926)  SjOO 
Sports- UnSmted  (5686G1B4J  taroWnea- 

fllng(35B89541)  1230  CIdss 

EUROSPORT 

730KB  iB=A  Cup  (1593274)  830  SWng: 
Womerts  Worid  Cip  Gteor  Staton— lie 


7Mma  sMcartra  (21367)730  War*-  , 
tfcfl  (8BDSW  090  Spcrin  Qw*»  (41fiS7) 

toggto^H||lai*s  cfefflfflJ'BJSO  tonfefca 

Goff:  -Tini«;Weer  Raraori 

_ Aretwy.ptffi22) 

[1230  ?oobfc8  (46473)  1Z3apm»ng»«0; 
(6S5 41)  138  RjtWMomSd  (TWaS)  S IM 
world  of  ^4*>ta  £27643  230.  Trans-  Wbrlcf 
l.^ort  P2SS55  330  nndtadt^^1V430. 

rSSxkTSpocr  («e21): 
aro  M84r:6tite80  NawywKKrik** 

(aras^tOTOSports  CenltoJWtOfi)  1M0; 
!*ld*o  Back  ProeTMOig  izw  Sp«a. 

D«k ATONHL- PWWr-oek-(8tt^43Ofl0bd; 
(21909)  530  Hrowfcpnt  ft m  ■  SKY  SPORTS  2  :  ^  V*y  - 


SKY  BOX  OFFlCeT  (r«ar^ionctar  .2fl)  , 

SKY  OFnCE2(Trar»pr«ctoS?  . 

Counts  Under  _ 

SWBOXOmCESrttansponctoSfl) 

SKY  BOX  OFflCf  2  (Tiwtsporda'  63)  - 

Dead  PWwMsrtas  (MW*) 

SKY  MQVIE&SCREEM1  ;  _ 

6.1DMB  AR  itawfo'  «  0** 
f730a672S)  840  LBfo  ta,nt* 

MSOWYW  sL^WVr 
^^^8674541 12JSPB AflHmdsoo 

wrmn  lASThoBstom 


^liaro  Down  Psrisoapo  P**® 

Bmsssr®, 

cw  MOVIES  SdBBBI  2-  _j 


7XI0sm  ««Pb43  (9900215)  AM  ' 5 

;‘C«l»J9eW725).,aAO,1fe!*igli - 

^506«l»7lgrtUvap«314J'IL3O 
fttfiySb  (2504183)  WMjm 
■  -toSm-  TMO'.  -toh .  intomn . 
^./t?3op«  Fofouta  Onafamh; 
psoBKfl  -i3o,TrenDBtij’£Wi;-: 
-  tfowrtjdas 

»3JOO  fontute  Grip  RjrriditiMi: 

'  Sfr.Bttport  53n®«TO?Tro' ' 

_ J  .7  MB.1., 


(457501 5  IOlOO  limnatowl  Motonpona 
Magazine  (24454)  1130  SncMtaoerdne . 
:  (4421 S)  1230  SMnffWbrnen'B  World  Cup 
GlB»5U4cfn— lj»  pra»80)  IZrttpm 
Foesbs*  Saw*  Arabia  v  BrazB— Uw 
(72943SSM)  SlOO.  Snooter  German 
Open  — Uw  (B6522)  iOO  Focabeft  toenco 
vAuStttfta  — r  U«b  (S603)  6LM  ShKJunpIng 
.  (75102)  TOO  Siookei:  German  Open  — 
Uw  (36288)  MO  VKVghUAng  (S118S 
IOlOO  FFA  Federations  Cup  (3G70)  1130 
.aactoK  paawviratsf  B&183)  izroCar 
ante  P9482)  t23tax  dose:  . 

UK  GOLO  _ 

'  7.0QM*  Bufceytf  (46372BB)  735  Nagb- 
b are .  14313164)  .  &w  QassmadS 
msmsi  wsEaa&dera  (603S63S)  mo 
The  69  (6234096)  MO  Homda* 
(8544638)  10-00  Bess  This  -House 
.  (1612289)  IflJOThe'SuSvare  (6223930) . 
.  1130  Boon  (82683861  1230  QoBsraocta 
.  (46314831)  l53f  NaWibomH!lM2«18) 
IMS  gastEndws  ffSSiBBi  130HHW+4 
'  (851S753)  2.15  A  Wdd  wflh  All  i 
230  test  oMfe  Surnma  VBn*  | 

■330  The  66(300874^  430  Ju_ - 

.*  (38838541)  535  EadEnlera  (1390531) 
SM  f  A  House.  (4300305)  935  Thrfe. 

!  Showousinass  pOB4?BD)7J»Laa  of  the 
SunrtW  «ne  .1S374229)  7A5  Are  You 
:  Mng'StawWpiaBDflfl)  030  Kaeping  Up- 
AppaflWKSs  •  (4448Z47)  MO  The  B». 

.  (V)29B93|^ ^-030,-.  AUl  VtectowfWV  fW 
^7836367). 103S  OMT*;. am  Ptaaerte 
.  (^ISJ^  rt.40Beato(  Old  Srey  WImHb  - 
.Test  '(BW4102)  ttUan  Rock  Gaea  to 


Susan  Sarandon  and (Geena  Davts  Thelma  &  Louise  (LMng,9pm> 

•uie  te 
Vice 


1.W 


(Tfo'45435 

GRANADA  PLUS 


(5583400)  135 
.235  Shcppna 


6JOOM  The  Box 
ttoi  Si  ( 1851809) 
6.00  BM  Data 


:  (B237454)  7J)0-Qonw 
)  730  FwnBee  (0083744) 
8.00  BM  Date  [8287783)  MO 
These  Wafts  (4129034)  KUO  Dorabue 
mom  ril-00  Han  ID  Hail  0848164) 
1100  ftnxwtoi  a  (909238^.  1230pm 
Fht*»1  (Z555541)  TJW  Oft  the  -  Buose 


ilacoraa’s  MowCU>  (22886980)  1130  St 
Elsewhere  (84509270)  *200  Fast  (toward 
(63863336)  1230am  Tries  of  the  (Jrtex- 
pected  (541 78762)  IjOO  Jusflca  (08318687) 

DfSNEY  CHANNQ. _ 


BLOOM  Under  Bw  UmbiOSa  Trae  630 
Rente  S  Jkn  945  Mfinnfe  the  Pooh  730- 
Ataddta730TexAueiy930DinosusB30 
Bortcars  930  Gurrmi  Bess  930  Chip  T>’ 
DaJaAJB  Mouse  4  mole  lOroSesane  St 

_  .  1130  Wnraa  tne  Pooh  11.15  Rnete  S  Jrn 

1 30  PtOBB  Strt  (2B4irtq  330  . 1135  Stag  Me  a  Stoy  1230  Tola  TV 
Quys  (7188102)  lOpDoraflta  '.  1230|Stn  It'S  Fun  to  Leflm  1245W|nnle0ie 
Pooh  130  Sesame  St  230  Amadng 
Antrieb230  Gwrani  Beers  330 Trie  Spn 
Goof  Troop  430  Tutor  &  Pumbaa 
430  Recess  530  New  Doufl  930  Pepper 
Ann  6L0Q  rtghtmere  Nted  930  Smart  Guy 
•  730  Wayne  Manriaato-730  RUt  Bemrly 

-jntaTtaniByltabinsca 930  Second  Noah 
FOX  WPS  NETWORK 
MOwo-  Dsay  930  eay  tne  ' ca  730 

Pmocchfe  730  Power  Rangers  Zeo  830 


330;  Haute  RwO  (31566S7) 
fos  {7420218)  930 ComneDonSl 
j  73p  Bind  D«to  (3339021)030 
jfch  to  Hart  (353B22B)  ftflOGoronefai  St 
1930  Hale  and  Par*.  (257590® 
iQ30Ha|dinv»Ot47W582)  1130Cfoto 


--a--  ^  )j5L30HwOBd 
■{2fflS81#3J  '  /  .  . 

630  A  Couray  FtefllW  {288896«5  730 
-Get  Bari?  (62334265)  .730.  Ovfr  Raff 
1400  Hurt  Maatoa  (56683960. 
■  (56870096)  1M0  The  Good 


Bok  SjODudley  1030  kopeaer  GttfoN 
mao  Has  Cab  1130  Samt  wwy  Hflh 
l230.Ace  Venrn  1230pm  Casper  130 


Power  Bangers  Zoo  330  BeeSetags  330 
Masted  Rder  400  Aca  ifentua  430 
Casper  S30  Tek  530  X  (ten  930 
Spktejman  830  SwsaVaiBjr  High 

TOC  . _ 

BteOan  Happtjr  Ever  Alter  030  Betty's 
Worid  730  Spbou 730  Denns  the  Menace 
830  Barman  830  Barren  930 Earthworm 
Jam  830  Romuald  die  Remdeer  MB 
Romuald  the  Renter  1030  Oscar's 
Orchestra  1030  Rash  Gordon  t130 
bnogoud  1130  Ogantor  1230  Sprau 
I230poi  Sortie  130  Barren  130  AJ*s 
Tra  TiBHelats  230  Iznogoud  230  Rash 
Gordon  330  Sonic  330  Eanhwotm  Jm 
400 Dennts  die  Menace  430  Baaran 

CARTOON  NETWORK 

AB  you-  tawuiie  cartoons  broadcast  from 
530m  to  830pm,  seven  days  a  week, 

NICKELODEON _ 

630m  K3sr  Tomteea  830  AaaWH  Real 
Monaara  730  Hey  Amok*  730  ffcgrals 
830  Doug  830  Neverendng  Stoy  UO 
C88C  W30  WaTBs's  House  1030  Babv 
1130  Magic  School  Bus  1130  Bananas  in 
Pyjamas  1230  Paddington  Boar  etc. 
1230pm  Lime  Red  Tractor  etc  130  Dr 
Seuss  130  UUle  Bear  Stones  230  Animal 
Shew  230  C8BC  330  RoeMDoug  400 
Angqr  Beaver*,  430  Rug rats  530  Stator 
Stsier 530  Kenan  and  Kei 630  Ssbma  the 
Teenage  VWtoi  930  Moecha  730  Ctase 

TROUBLE  _ 

1230pm  Smi's  Crossing  1230  Reoh  01 
Hot  130  Madsen  130Cafltonta  Dreans 
230  Saved  by  the  Bel  230  Swan  s 
Crossing  330  No  Natod  Rames  330 
Randy  er  Ns  430  Sawd  by  the  BOS  430 
USA  htagh  530  Hangtme  530  Critorta 
Orate*  930  Bta3i  930  Metfeon  730 
Hengtima  730  USA  High 830 Ckise 

CHALLENGE  TV 

SjOOpet  Cross  W&fiJO  Move  on  Up  900 
Famiy  Fortroes  630  Crictphrase  7.15 
The  584,030  Question  830  SpB  Sacctad 
830  Karaoke  ChefongB  9.15  Vurar  Takes 

Aft  1030  Trbsuk  hum  11.15  Karaoke 
Challenge  1230  5ay  tbs  Word  1230am 
Hart  to.  Han  130  The  Big  today  230 
Explorer  330  Where  i  uvo  430  Jbus  Sens 
.Fmnum  BJ»  Saaenthegp 

BRAVO 


01  Duly  140B8D13  1030  Red  Shoe  Dtaries 
(5188580)  1045  RUt  Forbidden  Parody 
(9070947)  1235am  Bevariy  Hfc  BordaQo 
(1326597)  135  Red  Shoe  Diaries 

(14777329)  230  Bneriy  His  Bortteo 
(£780413)  230  njb  An  Eye  for  an  tye 
C296B22B)  430  ferity  Dog  (9835337)  530 
Srarsky  and  Hutch  (4800029) 

PARAMOUNT  COMEDY 

730pm  Grace  Ureter  Fre  (4522)  730 
RoGeama  (3725)  8.00  Elen  (3270)  830 
CybA  (2305)  930  Cheers  (1701 3  030 Tad 
(50893)  1030  Monty  pyBwn's  Flegendei 
ZHiue  (47744)  1130  Paramount  Praeentfi 
(12580)  1130  Qen  (892^  1230 

Roseanne  (H5416)  1230am  NghtstaraJ 
(73139)  130  Seep  (39055)  1-30  Too 
(41232)  230  PatBiwuni  Preaente  (42400) 
230  Grace  Under  Rra  (34435)  MO  CytA 
(22616)  330  Kenny  Ewro#  (25787) 

THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 


_  _  (3)08270]  030  FILM: 

The  Unman  (1981)  (15G0B3S7)  1045  The 
Making  cl  Aten  Resurrection  (aBSliTO 
1130  Friday  the  13th  (6410015)  12.00 


SigHirns  (7960464)  130am  The  Tw*fjW 
Ztne  (9798077)  IJOTaJosoT  the  Unexpect¬ 
ed  0500787)  230  Dark  Shadows 
(7022058)  230  New  Abed  HTtohcoc*. 

(7538885)  330  FttteyW  1»  JS3375971 

HOME  &  LEISURE _ 

930am  Joy  □)  Fainting  930  Gardeners' 
Diary  1030  Garden  Party  1030  New 
Yankee  WorKihop  1130  Anoy^  Angfing 
Adwnuras  1130  Homeure  1230  foe 
Oeamen  1230pm  Hammer  it  Home  130 
Yan  Can  Cock 130  Restoration  Game  230 
FumRuro  Guys  230  Artaquee  Tnd  3.00 
Two's  Country 330 Home  Agasi  4UJ0  Oose 
DISCOVERY _ ' 

430pm  Dfcwnan  (3063BS3)  430  Roed- 
show  0012305)  930  AncbV  Warrioni 
(8230763)  630  Beyond  2000  (3003657) 
830  Untamed  Amazonia  (95540)5)  730 
ktatarioiB  linwerca  pzfKSO)  730  Dissc- 
ter  0013034)  830  Dragons  ri  Komodo 
[408B725)  930  ftwnsie  Detectives 
(400958B)  loro  Macftcri  Detectives 
(8248831)  1130  weapons  of  War 
(82488931  1230  Denman  (73)2139) 
1230am  Roadehow  (709661 9)  130Dteas> 
tar  0431S26)  130Beyori02DDO  1990EO23) 
NATIONAL  GEOGRAPHIC 


Bens  on  Bapharos  (8958725)  MO  Dive  to 
the  Edge  of  Create  (8978589)  1030  The 
Oread  IreSai  ftoBway  (8971678)  1130  W3d 
Counay,  WBd  Horses  (5295096)  1230 
Explorer  (2823874)  l-OOorn  Crete 

TRAVEL  (cable) _ 

1230pm  Rolf’s  Indian  Wafcabou!  130  A-2 
MBd  130  Across  !he  bne  230  Cities  a  the 
World  230  Gadhenngs  and  Cetebranona 
330  Paired  of  Ireland  330  Rate* 
Aduentoes  Across  Europe  430  Around 
Bmm  430  Greg  s  World  530 Wei  oto  WW 
530  Reef  World  630  The  Flavours  of 
France  830  On  ihe  Horizon  730  Going 
Places  830  No  Truckin'  Hofiday  830 
Sports  Solaris  930  Scandtaawan  Summers 
10.00  Gaihermgs  and  Cerebrations  1030 
On  Tour  1130  Trewf  Lh*  1230  Close 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

400pm  The  War  in  Ihe  East.  The  Road  to 
Bertn  Pen  Two  (7123314)  530  history 
Encore  (5639560)  730  Brography  Ava 
Gardner  {2770551)  830  Close 

CARLTON  FOOD  (cable) 

1230pm  Food  Nowak  Daily  1230 
Sophie's  Men  Cause  130  Food  for 
Thought  130  Twelve  Chefs  al  Chnszmas 
230  Hudson  and  Hate  230  Food  Network 
Dally  330  ftwtfi  Lunch  330  Graham 
Kerr's  Kitchen  430  idaal  Home  Cooks  430 
Planet  Nosh  530  Oose 

LIVING _ 

830am  Ttry  Living 930  Why  Me’ 930  The 
Gordon  BtoR  Show  10.10  Jerry  Springer 
1130'  The  Young  and  me  Restless  1135 
BrttaksXte  1235pm  Jrryn/s  1iK  Cheap 
Ch)c13S  Ready.  Steady.  OmK23B  Hart  to 
Hail  330  Lm  ri  Three  435  Jany  Spnrner 
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ICE  SKATING  46 

Cousins  seeks 
to  shut  rival 
out  of  Olympics 


RUfiByjWWHjj 

Capes  steps 
boldly,  into 

Hger  territory 


FRIDAY  DECEMBER  12 1997 


Fleming  marks  debut  with  vital  contribution  to  champions  Trophy  success 


Imperious  Stewart 

paves  way  to  victory 


SHARJAH  {India  won  toss): 
England  beat  India  by  seven 
runs 

ENGLAND  kept  their  nerve 
admirably  under  the  lights 
last  night  to  win  the  opening 
game  of  the  Champions  Tro¬ 
phy.  in  a  match  of  493  runs 
and  20  wickets  they  prevailed 
by  seven  runs  when  Matthew 
Fleming  toe*  his  fourth  wicket 
with  the  third  ball  of  the  last 
over.  It  was  awfully  tense  stuff 
towards  the  aid.  and,  reassur¬ 
ingly.  English  heads  and 
hearts  were  in  splendid 
alignment. 

They  earned  their  win  the 
hard  way  because  Sachin 
Tendulkar,  the  little  Indian 
master,  had  to  be  dynamited 
from  the  crease.  He  had 
overcome  a  poor  start  by  his 
team  and  reduced  the  target  to 
19  from  three  overs,  taking  his 
own  score  to  within  nine  runs 
of  a  hundred,  when  he  left  his 
crease  to  attack  Fleming, 
missed  a  bail  die  bowler  had 
drifted  a  shade  wider,  ami  was 
marooned  when  Alec  Stewart 
accomplished  a  brisk  stump¬ 
ing. 

In  that  brief,  shming  mo- 


From  Michael  Henderson  in  dubai 


ment  lay  the  most  wonderful 
story.  Fleming,  playing  his 
first  one-day  international  the 
day  before  his  33rd  birthday, 
had  old-headed  Tendulkar, 
who  has  played  168  of  these 
games  and  made  a  hundred  in 
12  of  them.  It  was'fitttng,  too, 
for  Fleming  had  bowiedquite 
superbly  at  the  death. 

Adam  Hollioake  obviously 
knew  his  man  because  he 
entrusted  Fleming  with  the 
task  of  bowling  his  ten  overs 
straight  through  at  the  end  of 
the  innings.  The  Kent  all- 
rounder  has  earned  an  envi¬ 
able  reputation  for  keeping  his 
wits  about  him  in  such  situa¬ 
tions  but  with  Tendulkar  and 
Jadeja  going  well  together,  it 
was  asking  a  lot  That  he  went 
on  to  win  the  game,  taking 
four  for  45.  justified  his 
selection-  • 

“He  was  incredibly  cod." 
Hollioake  said.  “To  bawl  ten 
overs  off  the  reel  like  that  an 
his  debut  was  remarkable.'’ 
He  admitted  that  he  had 
considered  taking  Fleming  off 
after  his  third  over,  but  must 
be  glad  he  did  not  There  was 


no  place  for  faint  hearts  and 
Fleming,  the  old  Etonian  and 
former  Army  captain,  proved 
what  he  is  made  of. 

It  was  a  marvellous  one-day 
game,  distinguished  by  Stew¬ 
ards  century  as  well  as 
Tendulkars  brilliance.  There 
was  some  good  fielding  from 
both  sides  and  some  pretty 
sloppy  batting.  England,  who 
began  the  last  ten  overs  of 
their  innings  with  211  on  the 
board  and  seven  wickets  in 
hand,  were  bowled  out  for  250 
when  they  should  have 
touched  300.  After  Stewart 
drove  a  catch  to  extra  cover  the 
next  six  batsmen  failed  to 
reach  double  figures. 

Stewart  batted  about  as  well 
as  an  opening  batsman  can  in 
limited  overs  aided:  From  tine 
start  he  struck  the  ball  crisply, 
ran  alertly  between  the  wick¬ 
ets  and,  by  scoring  his  hun¬ 
dred  at  better  than  a  run  a 
ball,  he  did  more  than  anchor 
the  innings.  It  was  his  best 
score  in  91  one-day  interna¬ 
tionals  and,  oddly  enough, 
only  his  second  hundred. 

Knight,  preferred  to  Ben 


SCOREBOARD  FROM  SHARJAH 


Hollioake  shows  delight 
at  fall  of  Azharuddin 


ENGLAND  (1  six.  1  tour  7-t 

AD  Browne  Ganguly  bKioiMAa.—  .  .18  4-04*4  (3  Iour 
(251x63. 2  tours)  Scare  affnr  IS  c 

tA  J  arnart  c  Aztanjctfn 

bKumWa - - 116  „  _ 

fill  bafc.  1  ste, S lours)  fSSKwVncQ 

N  V  Knight  c  Kwnbto  b  Cnouhan - 42 

_ 32 

(42  bata.  1  sta.  2  lours)  nfSEl  ** 

‘VEST8**  h  - 4  JiuSLr 

^ - 8  aJES?!*, 

MV  naming  c  Karim  bSrimfti - .9 

(librdsi  A5£55 

"yjs*— . — 1 

- =5  a£S.M, 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-42  (Stawart  231,  Extras  (fc  3.  w  3 

T2  Total  (tea  aw. 

6-218  [Stwrn2),  7-232  r&dham  6). 

(Brown  1).  9-248  (frown  k-  SSLjSpA 

BQWUNQ:  Srtna*  454474  (2  faure;  (TerxiflkarTsj  7 

64274.  25410-3);  Kururtfc  10441-3  g  g- 

l»  1;  1  »  3  lows;  6038-1.  44-16^:  rnwnMaOBi 

kumMa  10063-1  (5  fou**:  44214.  30 

100.  3013-1):  frn^i  00340  H  8*.  1 

four;  10200. 34-144):  Gangly  20-144 

(nbl;  1  tour  ona  spe*);  ChaJwn  0034-1  nT^il.Vt^r 


I . . « 


(1  Six.  1  tour  7026-1 . 2040);  TanduBcar 
44-240  (3  tous;  one  span). 

Score  aflar  15  overs  78-1. 

NOIA 

ts  S  Ksrtn  c  Graft  bHaadey _ 29 

04  bate.  5  tours* 

S  CGonguly  b  Eaham — - - S3 

M1bdtoT4tous) 

NS  Sfcftu  cttoOoatob  Eaten _ 8 

(13  bate) 

■S  R  ToncUar  at  Stewart  b  Flaming.  _91 
(87  bedto.  2  stan.  4  (ours) 

M  AjhannteSri  c  Headtay  b  Hotaoatm— .3 
(19  bate) 

A  Jade(»  c  Thorpa  b  Haring - 50 

(E9  baBs.  1  tou) 

R  R  Slncrfl  tow  b  Ftemlng - -12 

(I4b3s.1so0 

A  Kxnbto  run  ota  (Krigtfl) - 2 

(3  bafc) 

RKChnuftonb  Flaring - 12 

p2bals| 

jfrtoaftibHwdtoy - 3 

A  fLruvfb  notout - 1 

Eji-aspL a w 3,  nb 2) - - —3 

Total  (493  atm) - -30 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  140  (Ganguly  27). 
2-6*  (Sktou  3.  345  (TooduOor  0).  4-74 
(ToKfcAar  5).  5-182  (TwKkAar  63).  6207 
(TenriAor  7ft.  7-  221  (TarUor  B7).  6232 
(Chsiian  5),  6237  [Cnauhai  7). 
BOWLING:  O  R  frown  74440 (» 1;  1  sta. 
S  town.  50300. 20-144);  Hnodtey  94- 
362  (i*3.w  1:3  fount; 74261.24-12-1): 
EaBam  100462  (w  1;  3  tows;  one  spefl); 
HoGoaka  61-38-1  (1  six.  2  tows;  61-261. 
1-612-ffl;  Craft  54320  (1  sta.  1  tour,  ana 
sp&y.  Herring  9160464  (one  sped). 
Scan  ritsr  15  am:  663. 

Match  award:  A  J  Stewart 

UnmiroK  S  A  Buckner  (West  Mss)  and  K 

T  Rands  Lanka)  TWrel  umofea:  B  C 

Cooray  (Sri  Lanka).  Rotares  P  j  P  Burge 

fflusaaSa). 

□  Oonpfed  ty  BB  Wndaff/Oictoto 


Hollioake,  helped  him  add  89 
for  the  second  wicket,  and 
Hide,  without  ever  locking 
commanding,  took  the  score 
past  200.  Stewart  went  to  ins 
century  in  die  34th  over,  with  a 
six  and  nine  fours,  but  after 
that  landmark  no  England 
player  found  the  boundaiy. 
On  a  smallish  ground,  with 
the  innings  well  advanced,  ft 
was  a  peculiar  collapse. 

India  certainly  bowled  well 
and  fielded  tidily,  but  Erl' 
gland's  thinking  was  a  bit 
muddled.  Thorpe  was  hidden 
until  the  fall  of  the  seventh 
wicket,  behind  Ealham,  and 
the  captain  confessed  later 
that  he  had  got  his  sums  all 
wrong. 

After  a  ferocious  start  to 
their  innings,  when  Ganguly 
and  Karim  set  about  the 
bowling  with  a  will, ‘India  also 
lost  their  way  when  four 
wickets  went  ckwm  for  14  runs. 
Ealham  took  two  of  them, 
hitting  Ganguly's  stumps  and 
fooling  Sidhu  with  a  slower 
ball.  Hollioake  was  also  suc¬ 
cessful  with  Ins  slower  ball,  or 
rather,  one  of  his  many  slower 
balls. 

England  almost  claimed  a 
fifth  wicket  when  Stewart,, 
collecting  Hktts  return  from 
square  leg.  relayed  the  ball  to 
Ealham  at  the  bowler's  end 
but  Tendulkar,  according  to 
the  third  umpire,  had  made 
his  ground.  He  proceeded  to 
play  foe  kind  of  innings  that 
comes  from  long  and  thor¬ 
ough  practice.  There  were 
only  three  boundaries  in  his 
fifty  but  all  the  time  he  moved 
foe  ball  round  the  field  with 
grace  and  purpose. 

Together  with  Jadeja.  he 
brought  die  target  down  to  69 
from  ten  overs  before  Thorpe’s 
catch  at  mid-wicket  gave 
Fleming  his  first  wickeL  Two 
overs  later  Singh,  attempting 
an  ugly  heave,  was  leg-before. 
Then  Kumble  was  run  out 
from  point  by  Knight  but 
Tendulkar  remained,  appar¬ 
ently  unshiftaHe.  But  Finning 
dared  to  deceive  him  outside 
off  stump  and  the  little  man 
was  gate.  Mark  Waugh  had 
done  him  foe  same  way  in  a 
World  Cup  match  at  Bombay 
last  year,  when  he  was 
stumped  off  a  wide. 

Headley  bowled  Srinafo 
and  Fleming,  proud  and  dis¬ 
tinctly  happy,  castled  Chau- 
han  to  give  England  a  most 
deserved  victory. 
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Karim,  India’s  wicketkeeper,  gasps  at  the  power  of  another  stunning  forcing  stroke  from  Stewart 


Revitalised  Juventus  threaten 
to  haunt  Ferguson’s  dreams 
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ACROSS 

DOWN 

I  Old  and  valuable  (I) 

]  Committed  friend  (4) 

5  Slightly  wet  (4) 

2  Minnow(7) 

9  Serving  spoon  (5) 

3  ?<8A) 

10  Defeat  (7) 

4  Avoid  (6) 

■ 

11  Devon  delicacy  (7,5) 

6  Treat  badly;  swear  at  (5) 

■ 

12  Gen.  kiOed  at  Khartoum:  a 

7  Egyptian  monument  ille¬ 

■ 

setter,  some  riots  (6) 

gal  son  of  sefling  (7) 

13  Davy  Jones’S  locker  (6) 

8  Intolerable  (12) 

IS  Pull  tire  other  trad  (4^53) 

12  Am.  rodents;  trees  for  Aik 

19  Magnify  (7) 

P) 

20  A  fish;  supert  (s/ang)  (5) 

14  John— .k.  of  Scotland:  Ox- 

■ 

21  Dispatch  (I) 

ford  college  (7) 

22  Ptezry  Bysshe— (7) 

15  A  way  out  (6) 

17  C2  Greek  physician  (5) 

IS  Heavy  soil;  human  materi¬ 

al  (poerj  (4) 

SOLUTION  TO  NO  1274 

■ 

ACROSS:  1  Deliberate  7  Swindle  8  Scrub  10  Everest 

11  Tools  12  Stable  15Tabies 

17  Byron  18  Bashful 

21  Edict  22  Emotive  23  Investment 

DOWN;  I  Drive  2  Ledge  3  Bleats  4  Rosette  5  Turmoil 

6  Ostensible  9  Bestseller  13  Arraign  14  Lunelle  16  Ablest 

■ 

19  Stone  20  Faint 

ALEX  FERGUSON  had 
played  down  foe  need  to  knock 
out  Juventus.  He  had  backed 
up  his  words  by  resting  Andy 
Cole  and  Nicky  Butt  rather 
than  risking  than.  Putting  the 
European  Cup  Champions’ 
League  tie  in  the  Stadto  dede 
Aipi  on  Wednesday  firmly  in 
its  place,  he  said  that  he 
wanted  to  save  them  for  other 
important  games  fids  month. 
By  the  end  of  a  long  night 
though,  he  looked  like  a  lung 
surrounded  by  courtiers  who 
have  seen  an  assassin  sneak¬ 
ing  through  a  back  door. 

Manchester  United  were  far 
from  their  best  in  the  1-0  defeat 
in  Turin.  The  job,  foe  “hard 
parr*,  as  Ferguson  called  it 
had  already  been  done  when 
they  qualified  for  the  quarter¬ 
finals.  Even  though  they  were 
outplayed  by  the  Italians,  they 
still  showed  enough  skill  and 
panache  to  suggest  foal  if  foe 
stakes  were  higher,  they  could 
increase  the  tempo.  The  pass¬ 
ing  and  the  assuredness  of 
David  Beckham,  in  particular, 
caught  the  eye. 

Even  in  defeat  the  incompa¬ 
rable  Zinedine  Zidane  noted 
their  stature.  “They  are  more 
formidable  now."  he  said. 


ing  their  younger  players  and 


By  Oliver  Holt,  football  correspondent 


if  they  continue  to  grow  at  the 
present  rate,  they  will  be 
among  the  best  teams  in 
Europe.  We  could  meet  them 
in  foe  final  but  I  hope  they  do 
not  gee  there.  1  hope  we  can 
avoid  them.  They  are  danger¬ 
ous.” 

United's  loss,  amid  The  ee¬ 
rie,  freezing  mists  that  swirled 
around  the  vast  steel  bowl  of  a 
stadium,  and  the  last-gasp 
entry  of  Juventus  into  tire 
quarter-finals  as  one  of  two 
best  losers,  could,  however, 
have  even  more  far-reaching 
consequences  than  the  ones 
Ferguson  was  so  keen  to 
guard  against  There  are  other 
teams  who  are  stronger  now. 
perhaps,  but  come  April  and 
tire  semi-finals,  Juventus  may 
have  grown  back  into  the  team 
standing  between  United  and 
their  great  dream  of  lifting  the 
European  Cup. 

They  will,  at  least,  be  kept 
apart  in  the  draw  on 
Wednesday  in  Geneva.  The 
rules  are  not  quite  as 
lafayrnfoine  as  for  the  World 
Dip  and  the  first  principle  of 
the  draw  is  that,  at  this  stage, 
both  of  tire  runners-up  will  be 
kept  apart  from  the  teams  that 
won  their  respective  groups. 

Thus.  United  win  not  be 


able  to  play  Juventus,  noi  AS 
Monaco  face  Bayer  Leverku¬ 
sen.  Leverkusen  and  Juventus 
will  be  placed  in  one  poti  tire 
six  group  winners  in  ana&er. 
The  two  best  losers  wifl  be 
drawn  first.  foUowcd  by  mar 
opponents.  If  United  I  get 
Juventus.  they  will  be  mbved 
on  to  Lsveriaisai.  Afteri  the 
runners-up  have  discor»[ered 
their  partners,  tire  rest  will  be 
a  free  draw.  f. 


Goal  standard  . 
Senior  utim 
Radical  plans  _ 


fri  tire  soni-finals,  though, 
there  will  be  nothing -to  stop 
the  two  teams  meeting  and ' 
United  coming  face  to.;face 
with  a  dub  whose  destiny  .they 
held  in  their  hands  on  Wed- 
nesday.nighL  Juventus  will  be 
stronger  qy  April,  much  Stronr 
ger.  Didier  Deschamps, 
Alessandro  del  Piero  and 
Nicola  Amoroso  may  aO  be 
bade  by  then  and.  jupt  as 
significantly,  their  ranks  will 
also  have  been  bolstered  by 
foe  arrival  of  Edgar  Davids, 
the  Holland  midfielder  recent¬ 
ly  signed  from  AC  Milan.'  - 


.United  are  .framing  into 
such  a  formidable  unit  now, 
growing  in  cranposure  and 
with  an  understanding  ap¬ 
proaching  team  telepathy, 
that  ,  they  wiB  be  capable  of 
dismissing  such  a  threat  with 
their  present  squad. 

Certainly,  Ferguson  shows 
every  sign  of  being  happy  with 
what  he  ,  has  got,  eschewing 
foe  chance  to  bid  for  Davids, 
showing  no  apparent  interest 
in  AC  Milan’S  Patrick  Khiivert 
and  hinting  that  he  has  grown 
tired  of  the  chase  for  Marcefo 
Salas,  tire  Chile  internation¬ 
al. 

His  phflosqphy.  is  blissfully 
straightforward;  ire  believes 
that  United  are  good  enough 
to  beat  any  of  tire  remaining 
teams,  so  why  bother  about 
whether  Juventus  are  in  or 
out?  To  a  degree,  he  is  right, 
and  it  is  refreshing  to  hear  tire 
coach  of  a  Brititfi  team  so.sure . 
of  his  team’s  supremacy.  .. 

The  Juventus  we  saw  on- 
Wednesday  night  mighr  not 

have  been  good  enough  to  beat 
United  in  full  Sight  The  rally 
problem,  tire  only  nagging 
fear,  is  that  when  April  ar¬ 
rives,  a  new,  improved 
Juventus  may  have  sprouted 
from  the  vulnerable,  desperate 
band  of  players  that  once  lay 
at  United’S  mercy. 
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